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A public consultation process started 
on 11 June and will run until 22 July to 
obtain feedback on the work done so far 
by the Partnership on Public Procurement 
operated through the EU’s Urban Agenda.

The Partnership’s work focuses on the broad 
area of Innovate and Responsible Public 
Procurement. In order to frame its work, 
three thematic areas have been identified:

i. Building procurement strategy and 
managing strategic procurement;

ii. Developing relationships with 
economic operators; utilising the 

market potential and bringing it 
closer to the purchasers;

iii. Providing guidance on legal tools and 
improving competence on innovative 
and sustainable procurement.

For each of the above-mentioned themes, 
the Partnership identified bottlenecks 
and opportunities for overcoming these, 
which resulted in the conception of 
seven actions. These seven actions are 
the subject of the Public Feedback and 
Consultation round.

To read the article in full, click here.

Public procurement in European cities: have your say!

Image: Dreamstime / Markus Gann

New guidance was published by the 
European Commission on 15 May 2018 
addressing the fundamental aspects 
of innovation procurement: why it is 
important, who should be interested, 
and most importantly, how it can be 
done. The guidance is based around 
good practice examples, and aims to 
help public procurers with a range of 
practical issues. It also covers a range 
of public procurement procedures - 
such as competitive dialogue, design 
contests and innovation partnerships.

Zoom in on... New guidance on 
Innovation Procurement

There are currently two ongoing 
consultation processes on the second 
drafts of EU GPP criteria for the following 
product categories: data centres and 
public space maintenance. Public 
procurers and other experts are invited 
to register as interested stakeholders 
and submit their comments. The 
deadline for comments for public space 
maintenance is 16 July 2018, while 
comments for data centres can be sent 
until 27 June 2018.
More information: data centres,  
public space maintenance

Zoom in on... Feedback on EU 
GPP Criteria
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Bernie Kiely is an 
Assistant Principal 
Officer in the 
Department of 
Communications, 
Climate Action and 
Environment (DCCAE) 
concerned with 
development of green, 
sustainable, and circular 
procurement in Ireland. 

How is green public procurement (GPP) 
progressing in Ireland?

In Ireland approximately 12.5% of total 
government expenditure (€9 billion) is 
allocated to goods and services that are 
procured at the national and local levels, 
the state has significant market influence. 
We are conscious that instilling GPP into 

core purchasing decisions will ensure that 
that our public spend is underpinning our 
environmental and sustainability goals. 

Public procurement generally is a 
function of the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform and its Office of 
Government Procurement. Obviously in 
DCCAE, we have an interest in ensuring 
that public procurement serves our 
broader government policies around 
climate change, sustainable development 
priorities, and circular economy plans. GPP 
was again identified as a driver of strategic 
change in the European Commission’s 
recent Plastics Strategy. 

To read the interview in full,
click here.

Seizing opportunities for green purchasing in Ireland
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Zoom in on... Transport

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website. 
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here. 

The GPP News Alert is an initiative of the 
European Commission, Directorate-General 
Environment. Editor: EU GPP Helpdesk 
Email: gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org 
The articles published in the GPP News 
Alert represent the personal views of the 
contributors and do not necessary reflect 
those of the European Commission, nor 
any person acting on its behalf.

A number of good practice cases on 
intelligent transport systems, and 
reports on ‘common procurement’ 
have been published through the 
EU-funded SPICE project. The SPICE 
project supports procurement actions 
of innovative transport and mobility 
solutions in city environments.
More information...

GPP good practice

In order to help procurers identify disinfectants 
with low impacts on health and the environment, 
the City of Vienna set up the Viennese Database for 
Disinfectants (WIDES). The WIDES Database ranks 
and scores products across a number of categories 
of hazardous substances, and all departments 
in the City of Vienna are required to use it when 
undertaking purchasing decisions. The City 
evaluated the procurement of disinfectants across 
five departments, and an analysis with the help of WIDES showed that only three 
out of 21 disinfectant products used had a low benchmarking performance. The 
evaluation process has enabled targeted changes in procurement practices over the 
recent years.

WIDES has been in operation in the City of Vienna since 2007. Nowadays, its impact is 
reflected in the increased purchases made of disinfectants with a low risk potential, 
and on the influence it has on producers. Products with the highest toxicological 
burden, according to WIDES, have practically disappeared from the market in the 
last few years. 

Download the full case study here.

Purchasing non-hazardous disinfectants 
using the WIDES Database 

Zoom in on... Sustainability labels 
A recent report by the Dutch 
Foundation Changing Markets 
reveals some of the inefficiency of 
environmental labels, particularly 
for fisheries, textiles and palm oil 
industries. The report The false 
promise of certification aims to prove 
that certain certification schemes offer 
untrue hopes for sustainability for 
the three industries. Schemes like the 
Marine Stewardship Council, OEKO 
Tex, Rainforest Alliance, Roundtable 
on Sustainable Palm Oil, form part of 
the analysis.
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In order to purchase responsible jumpers, Masaryk 
University (in the Czech Republic) designed a Call 
for Tenders which extensively drew on resources 
prepared as part of the Socially Responsible Public 
Procurement service, run by the Czech Republic’s 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, as well as the 
EU’s GPP criteria for textiles. 

The University specified that jumpers had to contain 
a minimum of 80% organic cotton, and that the production of the cotton had to 
conform to environmentally-friendly production standards, contain no genetically 
modified cotton, comply with the International Labour Organization (ILO) 
conventions, amongst other criteria.

Ambitious sustainability requirements were also included in the contract award 
phase, mainly targeting the manufacturing process to determine the extent to which 
the offered products fulfilled the requirements of ethical purchasing. At the end of 
the process, the successful tender demonstrated that it was possible to purchase 
jumpers made from organic cotton fibres for a comparable price to regular jumpers.

Download the full case study here.

Procuring university jumpers made from responsible, 
organic cotton in the Czech Republic 
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