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Thousands of tonnes in CO2 emissions savings from
SPP Regions European project
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The EU-funded SPP Regions project,
a partnership of 13 organisations
coordinated by ICLEI - Local Governments
for Sustainability, concluded in March
2018 achieving emissions savings of
394,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide (tCO2)
a year through eco-innovative purchases
carried out in the project’s seven regional
sustainable procurement networks.
The carbon savings achieved equate to
the emissions of more than three trillion
kilometres driven by a new car sold in the
European Union in 2016 - the equivalent
of just over seven return trips to Mars per
year.
The 40 eco-innovative purchases/public
tenders carried out by 31 public entities
also achieved primary energy savings
of 1,425 gigawatt hours (GWh) per year,
are projected to lead to the purchase of
1,015GWh of renewable energy per year.
Reflecting on the city-regional networking
and
procurement
collaborations
conducted in SPP Regions, Project
Coordinator Simon Clement said, “The
consortium is very proud of the project’s

CO2 savings, primary energy savings and
renewable energy generation, made
possible in large part by the intensive
collaborative
networking
approach
employed by the SPP Regions partners to
the eco-innovative public tenders. These
impressive environmental outcomes
demonstrate that local and regional
authorities can punch well above their
weight in the fight against climate change
through strategic procurement and
cooperating with other authorities in their
region.”
Beginning in 2015, SPP Regions has
promoted the creation and expansion
of European regional networks of
municipalities working together on
sustainable public procurement (SPP)
and innovation-oriented procurement.
The project used an emissions calculation
methodology developed by the European
GPP2020 project, also coordinated by
ICLEI, which ended in 2016.
To read the article in full, click here.

Zoom in on...
Circular Procurement brochure
available in five more languages
The brochure Public Procurement for
a Circular Economy, published by the
European Commission, is now also
available in French, German, Italian,
Polish and Spanish. The brochure
provides guidance and good practice
examples on how public procurement
can support the transition to a circular
economy. More information...
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Zoom in on...
GPP webinar on sustainable events
Planning, organising and carrying out
small-scale events in the framework of
green procurement is the topic of the
upcoming Webinar organised through
the EU GPP Helpdesk. The Webinar
will take place on Thursday 28 June
(14.30-16.00, Brussels time). Further
details regarding the programme will
be available online soon. Registration is
open. More information...
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Green procurement: perspectives from France
Malika Kessous is the
Responsible Purchasing
Manager for the French
State Purchasing
Department (DAE) an inter-ministerial
Directorate under
the responsibility
of the Ministry for
Government Action and
Public Accounts.

Could you explain how sustainable
and green purchasing is organised in
France, at the national (state) level?
France’s Responsible Purchasing Policy is
defined and managed by the DAE. The policy
sets three-year targets which apply to all
purchases made by national ministries and
public institutions (excluding local authorities
and the hospital sector). Progress towards
achieving these targets are measured
according to the annual percentage of

contracts exceeding 25,000 euro (excluding
taxes) which include an environmental
provision. The aim is that 20% of contracts
awarded in 2018 will include an environmental
provision, increasing to 25% in 2019, and
30% in 2020. The DAE also has its own interministerial contracts with high stakes due to
their economic weight, national dimension,
and so on - and all of these contracts now
include environmental provisions.
In the implementation of the Responsible
Purchasing Policy, the DAE organises
training courses, supports good practice
exchange between buyers, and supports
conferences on relevant topics. It also
produces and distributes tools for buyers,
and has developed a professional network
of state buyers, creating two working groups
dedicated to responsible purchasing.
To read the interview in full, click here.
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Zoom in on...
Update on EU GPP Criteria
The EU GPP Criteria are developed
to facilitate the inclusion of green
requirements in public tender
documents. They exist for 19 product/
service groups. Five criteria sets are
currently in the process of revision:
Indoor Cleaning services, Food and
Catering services, Road Lighting and
Traffic Signals, Transport, and Imaging
Equipment. Two new sets are being
developed: Maintenance of Public
Spaces, and Data Centres.
More information...

GPP good practice
Flanders’ encouraging more sustainable office supplies
The Government of Flanders has been working on
sustainable public procurement (SPP) since 2008,
when it set a target of 100% SPP by 2020 for its own
purchases. In 2015, SPP was then integrated into the
overall strategy on procurement: the Flemish Plan
on Procurement. In line with this focus, Flanders has
been integrating sustainability into their stationery
purchasing framework agreements over many years,
and in September 2016, it published a new tender to
supply its offices with sustainable office stationery.
Flanders’ target - of achieving 50% sustainable office supplies - was also clearly
communicated through the procurement process, as the contractor (supplier) was
also expected to encourage customers to reach this goal. The customers - those
purchasing from the framework agreement - are mostly agencies and departments
of the Government of Flanders.
Sustainability requirements were included for paper products, labels, pens, pencils,
filing and storage supplies, and inks and toners. Points were given during the award
stage to suppliers which could make deliveries using alternative technologies, such
as human powered or electric vehicles. Stringent contract performance clauses
were also included placing requirements on reporting (by the contractor) to further
help verify sustainability claims, and deliveries.
Download the full case study here.
To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website.
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.

Zoom in on... EcoProcura 2018
sustainable | strategic | circular | innovation procurement
3 - 5 October 2018,
The Netherlands
Registration
is Nijmegen,
now open
for EcoProcura
2018, marking the 20th year of the
conference series. This year’s event
will bring over 400 procurers, policy
makers, businesses, researchers and
international organisations to Nijmegen
(Netherlands) between 3-5 October to
discuss the latest in sustainable, circular
and innovation procurement. More
information on the programme and
how to register can be found here.
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