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Erkki Aalto, Development 
Director for the Finnish 
Association of Building 
Owners and Construction 
Clients (RAKLI)

A webinar on procuring sustainable 
construction projects will be held on 
April 23 as part of the EU Helpdesk on 
GPP. The webinar will give an update 
on the latest EU guidance and criteria 
for GPP for construction works along 
with presentations using good practice 
examples of innovative and sustainable 
construction.

Participation is open to all. Further 
information will be presented on 
the European Commission’s website 
nearer the time: http://ec.europa.
eu/environment/gpp. Save the date 
and register now by writing to gpp-
helpdesk@iclei.org. 

Is your public authority looking for 
support in purchasing sustainable 
timber products? In the coming 
months, the STA project will provide 
15 European public authorities with 
direct technical and legal assistance.. 
Chosen public authorities will receive 
support specifically tailored to their 
needs, free of charge. Whether looking 
to purchase sustainable timber for the 
first time, increase public awareness, 
or implement a long-term strategy 
for sustainable timber procurement, 
selected organisations will receive the 
assistance needed to achieve their 
goals.

Read more

What do you see as the main opportunities for 
GPP in the Finnish construction sector?

In Finland, green public procurement is an 
important consideration in all procurement 
activities. Thus far, ‘green’ initiatives in the 
construction sector have been associated with 
energy and material efficiency. Currently the 
sector is focusing on how to reach the goal of ‘near-
zero energy  buildings´. The main challenge is to 
first define what constitutes ‘´renewable energy 
produced on-site or near-by ’. RAKLI along with 
key stakeholders in the construction and real estate 
industries are also working closely with legislators 
and the energy sector to achieve this.

SEAD initiative on energy efficient procurement

The Super-efficient Equipment and Appliance 
Deployment (SEAD) Initiative of the Clean Energy 
Ministerial was created to reduce product energy 
consumption while saving time and resources. 
SEAD is a multilateral, voluntary effort among 
several different countries, which include France, 
Germany, Sweden and the United Kingdom, as 
well as the European Commission. 

SEAD’s primary objective is to advance global 
market transformation for energy efficient 
equipment and appliances as a voluntary 
collaboration of international governments. 
Through a variety of procurement activities, SEAD 
supports this goal by taking advantage of the 
purchasing power of public and private sector 
buyers to spur the supply of highly efficient 

The RAKLI Procurement clinic in Finland
How has the construction sector responded to 
increased environmental demands?

Currently the real estate and service building 
sectors are exploring how to increase the efficient 
use of spaces within buildings, both in terms of 
energy efficiency and material efficiency. This area 
has grown in importance and as such, investment 
has begun to increase. 

What role does your organisation play in 
promoting green public procurement (GPP)?

RAKLI’s role is to provide information and support, 
working together with both procurers and suppliers 
to successfully overcome these challenges. RAKLI 
provides  an open platform, called the ‘procurement 
clinic’, to facilitate  discussion before  the tendering 
process  is underway . As RAKLI has no direct 
business interests, it provides a transparent and 
neutral environment for open discussion on issues 
such as GPP.

Website: http://www.rakli.fi

Zoom in on... Direct support for 
public authorities purchasing

Zoom in on... Webinar on 
Sustainable Construction and 
Procurement on 23 April

equipment and appliances in the market. 

The SEAD Procurement Working Group is 
engaged in a variety of activities, including 
accelerating the procurement of energy-efficient 
street lights, sharing best practices for energy 
efficient procurement, improving the monitoring 
and evaluation of GPP programmes and 
cataloguing energy purchasing requirements. 
SEAD has recently published a best practices 
guide for government procurement of energy 
efficient products and services. The primary goal 
of the guide is to identify challenges in public 
procurement programs and present steps to 
overcome these challenges, backed by case 
studies and examples from public procurement 
practices of select governments. The guide can 
be downloaded here.

More information on the SEAD’s procurement 
activities can be found on its dedicated website 
and brochure.
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GPP ExamplesZoom in on... 7th European 
Conference on Sustainable    
Cities & Towns

The biggest European conference on 
sustainable development in urban 
areas will take place in from 17th 
to 19th April this year, in Geneva, 
Switzerland. Building upon the 
conclusions of the previous European 
Conference on Sustainable Cities & 
Towns in Dunkerque 2010 and the 
outcomes of Rio+20, Geneva 2013 
will seek to bridge the gaps between 
environmental, economic and social 
goals and connect governments, civil 
society and business through policy 
and action. 

More information here

Zoom in on... Malta: €15.9 million 
in public procurement with full 
compliance to green initiatives

Urban regeneration of the Vila d’Este neighbourhood 

 The revitalization of the Vila D’Este neighbourhood follows the 
commitment made by Vila Nova de Gaia over the past few years 
to revitalize peripheral areas of the municipality. Vila D’Este is a 
densely populated neighbourhood, with approximately 17 thousand 
inhabitants. It is located in the parish of Vila de Andorinho, which lies 
within the municipality of Vila Nova de Gaia, Portugal.  

The main objectives of the energy rehabilitation of this social housing 
complex are to meet current energy requirements, improve indoor air 
quality, and architecturally rehabilitate the neighbourhood.During the 
first phase of the project, 766 residences and 31 commercial spaces 

were rehabilitated, covering a total of 109 buildings. The second phase of the project is underway, 
which will allow the regeneration of 1319 residences and 45 commercial spaces.

Following the improvements, namely the introduction of thermal insulation, improved glazing and 
installation of shading, the estimated annual energy savings expected from the overall measures are 
10,3 GWh/year. The project has the potential to generate economic savings of approximately € 1.3 
million/year. In environmental terms, the revitalization will allow a potential annual saving of 4 800 
tons of CO2 emissions.

Download the GPP example here.

In 2012, the government of Malta has 
put a system in place to ensure that all 
government tenders are screened for 
compliance with GPP criteria. Over  a 
period of nine months  , of the 2,500 
tenders that were issued, 1,900 were 
screened and 510 were found to fall 
within the  scope of the 18 product 
groups for which Malta has targets 
in place. 113 tenders, with a value of 
€15.9 million, were found to meet 
the full GPP criteria. Once published, 
these tenders would increase the 
percentage of GPP-compliant tenders 
to 24.4% by number and 30.9% by 
value of the tenders that fall within 
GPP product groups.  

Read more
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Procurement of electric vehicles for public use in the city of Paris 

The Autolib’ system is a follow-up to Paris’ Velib’ bicycle sharing 
scheme, launched in 2007.  Autolib’ is a full electric public car-
sharing service for customers and includes the deployment of an 
interconnected infrastructure of on-street stations for recharging 
batteries and parking vehicles. Although the City of Paris is the origin 
of the project, following its experiences in electric vehicles and the 
Velib’ scheme, it has partnered with 47 surrounding municipalities 
to ensure a service that can uniformly cover the Parisian metropolis.

The scheme intends to deploy 3,000 all-electric cars for public use, initially based around 1,120 
citywide parking and charging stations. As of December 2012, the Autolib’ fleet of vehicles has 
covered over 5,000,000 km since its launch 12 months earlier. This equates to a saving of nearly 
630,000 kg of CO2 when compared to the use of a typical passenger vehicle. So far, 65,000 
registered subscribers have access to more than 1,800 vehicles spread across more than 670 
stations which include 3,900 charging points. These stations are also open for private individuals 
wishing to charge their electric vehicles.

Download the GPP example here.

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  Previous News Alerts are available here
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