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In “The Future We Want”, 
objectives of Rio+20 were set to 
address unsustainable patterns 
of consumption and production 
through a 10-year framework 
of programmes based on 
Agenda 21, the Rio Declaration 
and the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation. 

With a heavy emphasis on 
developing countries, the UNEP 
will work  with Member States and 
UN bodies to oversee and support 
the programmes. Sustainable 
public procurement was one 
area highlighted for potential 
programme development.

What actions has Venelles taken to promote 
green procurement?
Implementation began with a council resolution 
to engage in eco-responsible procurement in 
2007. This process was consolidated by Local 
Agenda 21. We continually review and update our 
procurement guidelines to ensure we are doing 
all we can as a local authority to drive sustainable 
development.

In terms of GPP used in tenders, what has been 
your main focus?
We pay special attention to the well-being of our 
schoolchildren. We bought furniture with low VOC 
(volatile organic compounds) and introduced 

Case Law on Social and Environmental Criteria
On 10 May the 
European Court 
of Justice (ECJ) 
delivered its 
judgement on 
case C-368/10 
Commission 
vs Netherlands 
relating to a tender 
for the supply 

of coffee machines and ingredients in which 
environmental and fair trade requirements 
were included.  This case comes at an important 
time as the European Procurement Directive 
(2004/18/EC) is currently being revised, with new 
proposals regarding the use of especially social 
considerations in procurement.

The case centered on two labels, one relating to 
fair trade aspects of purchasing and the other to 
the organic production of ingredients.

GPP for schools and Life Cycle Costing (LCC) in France
seasonal fruit and vegetables into school menus. 
After months of negotiations, we achieved 33% 
organic products into meals. Regular awareness-
raising activities are also held to teach children 
about sustainable food.

To what extent has Venelles used LCC?
We recognise that GPP is not limited to buying 
certified products. Applying life cycle costing 
(LCC) is about product longevity, distribution, 
recyclability and overall environmental impact. 
Public procurement is an integral part of the 
French economy and a major step is that 
our policy has progressively forced suppliers 
to expand their range of products with low 
environmental impacts. We were delighted to 
be recognised by Euro Topten in 2011 when the 
town won its competition on LCC for retrofitting 
our public buildings to optimise energy efficiency. 
 
Since this interview was conducted Mayor Jean-Pierre Saez has 
sadly passed away. We wish to extend our condolences to his 
family, friends and the people of Venelles.

Zoom in on… Rio+20 Out-
comes for SPThe ruling confirmed that it was not possible to 

set a requirement that the supplied goods need 
to bear a specific label. 

According to the court , organic production could 
be a required as a technical specification, but it 
found that social criteria under the ‘Max Havelaar’ 
label could not, as they relate to the  ‘conditions 
under which the supplier acquired them from the 
manufacturer’.  The ECJ has however stated that 
“there is no requirement that an award criterion 
relates to an intrinsic characteristic of a product, 
that is to say something which forms part of the 
material substance thereof”. 

The full ruling from the ECJ can be found here.

A first assessment of the case is available here.

Venelles is a town situated in 
Marseille with a population of 
around 8,100.  The Mayor of 
Venelles, Jean-Pierre Saez, has 
been the driving force behind 
many of the GPP initiatives 
implemented by the town.
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Zoom in on…€2m available 
for Eco-Innovation

The next Ad-hoc Working Group 
meeting to develop/revise GPP 
criteria for “paints and varnishes” 
will take place from 24-25 and 
“textiles” from 26-27 September in 
Brussels. Register as a stakeholder 
or find out more about the criteria 
development process here.

Zoom in on… Paints and  
textiles criteria development

The Commission has released 
Call ENT/CIP/11/C/N02C00 for 
project proposals from public and 
private bodies in the area of public 
procurement of Eco-Innovative 
solutions. Proposals must be 
submitted by 20/10/12.

http://www.uncsd2012.org/thefuturewewant.html
http://www.unep.org/rio20/portals/24180/Docs/a-conf.216-5_english.pdf
http://www.unep.org/rio20/portals/24180/Docs/a-conf.216-5_english.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=122644&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=623895
http://www.sustainable-procurement.org/newsroom/special-features/#c329
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product_bureau/projects.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/gpp_12.htm
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GPP examples

Zoom in on... Topten Energy 
Efficient Products

Replacement of diesel trucks with electric fleet in Stuttgart, Germany

Energy efficient swimming pools in Rotterdam, Netherlands

In order to minimise CO2 emissions and the use of 
natural resources, Stuttgart’s main sewage treatment 
plant already generates electricity from methane gas, 
sludge incineration and solar power installations. 

This case focuses on the next step the Municipality have 
taken by tendering for a fleet made up entirely of electric 
vehicles. It has taken advantage of the fact that these 
vehicles are  required to bear weight rather than travel 
at speed, in order to benefit from the environmental 

advantages of fully electric trucks. 

The technical specifications for these alternative fuel vehicles included speed restriction 
devices to limit the vehicles to 25km/h and hydraulic, energy recovery brakes.  The distance 
to the closest customer service office was part of these award criteria, recognising the 
importance of reducing disruption by minimising time spent travelling and the environmental 
costs of travelling long distances for maintenance or repair.

Download the GPP example here.

Euro Topten Max  aims to facilitate 
the purchase of the most energy   
efficient products on the market. 
National Topten websites act as 
an online search tool, presenting 
the best electrical appliances and           
vehicles available.

There are 17 European national 
Topten sites and new UK 
and Croatian websites being 
developed. Topten caters for 
large-scale procurement through 
the Topten Pro webpage, 
which contains sample tender 
documents and procurement 
guidance for several recently 
updated product groups.

GPP News-Alert is an initiative of the European Commission, Directorate-General Environment published on a monthly basis.
Editor: GPP Helpdesk | Email: gpp@iclei.org
The articles published in the GPP News-Alert represent the personal views of the contributors and do not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person acting on its behalf.

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  Previous News Alerts are available here.

On 13 June a deal was reached 
between the European Parliament, 
Commission and Council on the 
Energy Efficiency Directive. The 
provisionally agreed text still needs 
to be adopted by the plenary of the 
Parliament next month. It is hoped 
that putting binding measures in 
place will improve energy security, 
tackle climate change and boost 
Europe’s economy. 

Its aim is also to drive changes to 
enable the achievement of the 
Member States’ pledge at the 
2007 EU Summit. The Directive has 
potentially significant implications 
for public procurement in terms 
of building renovations and the 
purchase of energy efficient 
products and services.

Zoom in on… Energy   
Efficiency Directive
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In 2010 the City of Rotterdam tendered for an energy 
performance contract (EPC) covering 9 swimming 
pools, with payments based on actual energy savings 
delivered. The contract included maintenance and 
operation of the facilities and was awarded through 
competitive dialogue. The Municipality aimed to 
reduce energy use, costs and CO2 emissions, to 
outsource maintenance and to improve swimming 
conditions. Comparisons between the baseline 
energy use and a preliminary analysis of potential 
improvements indicated a 10-year payback period. 

The award of the contract was based to a large extent 
on the energy savings offered by the bidders. The winning contractor guaranteed annual 
savings of 34%. The initial investments will be paid back through the energy savings made 
over the 10-year contract period. The contractor receives a financial bonus for energy savings 
of over 34% each year or penalties if they fall short. The successfully piloted use of an EPC has 
motivated Rotterdam to use this method as a template for similar procurement procedures 
in the future. 

Download the GPP example here.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue22_Case_study49_Stuttgart.pdf
http://www.topten.eu/
http://www.topten.eu/pro
mailto:gpp%40iclei.org?subject=
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/efficiency/eed/eed_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue22_Case_study50_Rotterdam.pdf

