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The Basque Country has published its 
Green Procurement and contracting 
Programme 2030. The strategic vision for 
green procurement in the Basque Country 
aims “to use the purchasing potential of 
the Basque public and private sector in 
an excellent way and in coordination with 
the market for a sustainable social and 
economic development, while optimising 
the protection of the environment, 
business competitiveness and the welfare 
of the people in the Basque Country”. To 
achieve this vision, the programme must 
deal with five challenges: 

1. Anchor green procurement in a solid 
legal framework and ensure support 
for the Basque Country’s priority 
environmental and economic policies 
and objectives.

2. Consolidate green procurement 
throughout the Basque public sector, 
converting it into a structural element 
for innovation in organisations

3. Implement green procurement across 
the Basque private sector because 
of its potential to drive the market 
through its value chains.

4. Develop the green market with a high-
quality, competitive and ready Basque 

offer, while paying special attention  
to SMEs.

5. Improve systems for monitoring and 
visualising impacts and benefits of 
green procurement in the Basque 
Country.

The programme identified 12 priority 
categories for which the percentage of 
green procurement needs to reach by 
55% by 2025 and 75% by 2030. The 
priority categories are: civil works and 
infrastructure, textiles, electrical energy, 
heavy vehicles, building and urbanisation, 
food, public lighting, IT equipment, 
furniture, gardening and green spaces, 
light vehicles and printing equipment.

Have a look at the executive summary 
and the full report here.

The Basque Country goes green 
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Could you tell us more about Ireland’s 
commitment to GPP? 

As the Government of Ireland’s annual 
public sector purchasing accounts for 10% 
to 12% of the country’s GDP, it represents 
a large part of its economic activity and 
demand. This provides Ireland’s public 
sector with significant influence to stimulate 

the provision of more resource-efficient, 
less polluting goods, services and works 
within the marketplace. Ireland committed 
to implementing GPP in all tenders using 
public funds by 2023. This will require a 
major shift in the practices of public bodies 
and the businesses they contract with.

To read the interview in full, click here.

Ireland’s commitment to GPP

Interview

Helen Bruen works with the Irish Environmental Protection Agency on the topic 
of Green Public Procurement. She is also a member of the team who recently 
launched the EPA’s Circular Economy Programme 2021-2027.

Zoom in on... New Spanish law 
mandates 50% of tenders to social 
enterprises 

On April 9, 2022, Spain published a new 
law on waste and contaminated soil for 
a circular economy. It mandates that 
50% of public tenders related to the 
collection, transport and treatment of 
second-hand products such as textile, 
furniture and other goods are awarded 
to social enterprises. 

Find out more about the new legislation, 
here in Spanish. 

Nick de Partee, Unsplash

Zoom in on... upcoming and past 
webinars
Join the final stakeholder event that 
will present a new guidance to support 
the procurement of sustainable 
infrastructure on 30th June 20. This 
event will present the Guidance, offer 
stakeholders the opportunity to provide 
their final feedback, and exchange 
on existing practices, challenges, and 
lessons learnt that could be added to 
enrich the Guidance. Register here.

Re-watch the EU GPP Helpdesk Webinar 
on the use of innovation partnerships 
in the social sector of 22 June 2022. 
The recording and presentations are 
available here.
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https://www.ihobe.eus/publications/green-procurement-and-contracting-program-of-basque-country-2030
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_113_NewsAlert_Interview.pdf
https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assessment/circular-economy/green-public-procurement/
https://www.epa.ie/environment-and-you/circular-economy/?msclkid=44fb85fbd13611ecbfc24ef5ca1b8c47
https://www.boe.es/eli/es/l/2022/04/08/7
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/growth/redirection/link/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZXZlbnRicml0ZS5jb20vZS9uZXctZ3VpZGFuY2UtdG8tc3VwcG9ydC1zdXN0YWluYWJsZS1wdWJsaWMtaW5mcmFzdHJ1Y3R1cmUtcHJvamVjdHMtdGlja2V0cy0zMzgxMjQ5Mzk3OTc
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/webinars_en.htm


Zoom in on... Ecodesign for 
Sustainable Products Regulation 
On 30 March 2022 the Commission 
adopted its proposal for a regulation 
on eco-design for sustainable products. 
The proposal incentivises sustainable 
products and enables mandatory green 
public procurement criteria to be set, 
making use of contracting authorities’ 
economic power.  

Have a look at the proposal here.
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To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website. 
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.

The GPP News Alert is an initiative 
of the European Commission, 
Directorate-General Environment. 
Editor: EU GPP Helpdesk 
Email: gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org 
The articles published in the GPP 
News Alert represent the personal 
views of the contributors and do 
not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person 
acting on its behalf.

GPP Good Practice

Reaching social and environmental objectives 
by maintaining  green public spaces
Municipality of Rincón de la Victoria, Spain

The Municipality of Rincón de la 
Victoria sought to maintain its green 
public spaces through a third-party 
service contract. This tender includes 
social and environmental aspects 
in both award criteria and contract 
performance conditions. Environmental 
conditions are central to the execution 
of a contract related to the natural 
environment. As the provision of this 
service heavily relies on labour, the 
contracting authority considered it 
appropriate to reinforce the employment 
and wage stability of the potential 
contractor by including social conditions.  
The contract was awarded in March 
2021. The Municipality recommends 
designing an inspection service to  Martijn Vonk , Unsplash
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Zoom in on... Big Buyers for climate 
and environment
The city of Gothenburg hosted a study 
visit in February 2022 to showcase 
its electric waste collection truck to 
15 other municipalities and waste 
collection companies. The municipality 
of Gothenburg wants to rely exclusively 
on electric vehicles for waste collection 
by 2026. 

Read more about this success  
story here.
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ensure the correct fulfilment of contractual obligations and establishing a 
monitoring committee to discuss with the contractor should any problems arise in 
the execution of the contract.

Download the full case study here.

Using the SDGs as a compass: how the Zeeland 
Province procures more sustainably? 
Province of Zeeland, The Netherlands

The Province of Zeeland uses the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
as one of the fundamental principles 
of their Sustainable Procurement Plan 
2021-2024. The 17 SDGs are a universal 
language spoken by governments, 
policymakers and businesses. To 
communicate progress made towards 
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socially responsible procurement, the Province of Zeeland has entered into a 
partnership with the Sustainable Procurement Platform. During SDGs dialogues 
organised together with other local municipalities, market stakeholders and 
knowledge centres, the Province of Zeeland selected the procurement categories 
they want to assess using the SDGs as compass. Launched in April 2021, the SDGs 
Purchasing Compass method is one of the instruments developed by the Sustainable 
Procurement Platform to help professional buyers. It connects information from 
various sources and databases that are important for sustainable procurement.

Download the full case study here.
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_group_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
https://bigbuyers.eu/news/newsbit-may-2022
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue113_NewsAlert_CaseStudyRinconVictoria.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue113_NewsAlert_CaseStudyZeeland.pdf

