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As of this year, the Green Public 
Procurement (GPP) Helpdesk of the 
European Commission (EC) will not only 
offer tailored advice and support for 
actions on environmental and circular 
procurement – it will also assist procurers 
in their endeavours to address social 
responsibility. Established in 2010, the 
GPP Helpdesk from now on will address 
both the environmental and social 
considerations in public procurement.

For the next four years, the GPP Helpdesk 
will continue to publish the GPP News 
Alerts, providing insights into latest 
developments in the field, initiatives, 
guidance and tools. The newsletter will 
continue to feature one or two legally 
sound good practice cases illustrating 
how green and social public procurement 
work in practice. With over 100 editions of 
the newsletter and over 200 case studies, 
the GPP News Alert is a great provider of 
knowledge and inspiration. 

The GPP Helpdesk will continue to respond 
to questions received from practitioners 
on sustainable procurement. These can 
be sent to gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org. In  
addition, several webinars each year 
on important topics - the next one on 
30 March 2022 (see “Zoom in on… 
GPP Webinar on how to design “MEAT-
Friendly” tenders”).

European Commission’s GPP Helpdesk broadens 
scope to social responsibility
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Between March 2018 and September 
2021, the European Commission (in 
collaboration with ICLEI Europe) rolled 
out its GPP training activities. The project 
developed a comprehensive training 
toolkit for procurement practitioners 
that want to include environmental 
considerations in public tenders. 52 
training sessions were organised 
across 10 EU Member States (Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Portugal and Romania), 
boosting the GPP expertise of 395 public 
procurement officers across Europe, the 
majority of which had no prior experience 

of GPP. Almost half of the participants 
represented a national authority, 30% a 
local authority, and 6% worked within a 
regional administration. Only 2% worked 
for hospitals and 4% for universities.    →

The successful GPP training initiative 
by the European Commission 

Zoom in on... GPP Webinar on how 
to design “MEAT-friendly” tenders
Join the webinar organised by the GPP 
Helpdesk on how to design tenders 
using the “MEAT”(or Most Economically 
Advantageous Tender) award criterion 
on 30 March 2022, at 10.30 CET. 
Public procurers and practitioners will 
have a chance to dive deeper into how 
to use the criteria to award tenders to 
include qualitative, environmental and 
social elements. Please register here.
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Zoom in on... Paper on 
potential of GPP
The recently published paper, Is 
public procurement fit for reaching 
sustainability goals?, examines how 
to combine approaches from different 
disciplines and how to find ways to 
address environmental objectives 
through procurement regulation. 
When developing GPP regulations, 
policymakers should consider sectoral 
thinking, impact potential, and 
harmonised requirements. The paper 
concludes that special attention should 
be paid to sectoral thinking, impact 
potential and harmonised requirements. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/helpdesk.htm
https://iclei-events.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?siteurl=iclei-events&service=6
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1023263X211016756
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1023263X211016756
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1023263X211016756


To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website. 
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.

The GPP News Alert is an initiative 
of the European Commission, 
Directorate-General Environment. 
Editor: EU GPP Helpdesk 
Email: gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org 
The articles published in the GPP 
News Alert represent the personal 
views of the contributors and do 
not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person 
acting on its behalf.

GPP Good Practice

Sustainable cleaning services
Dinan Agglomération (France)
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Zoom in on... Big Buyers’ market 
dialogue to achieve zero-emission 
construction sites

The Big Buyers for Climate and 
Environment initiative recently 
organised a market engagement in 
Oslo (Norway) focused on innovative 
solutions to tackle emissions from 
construction work. It convened market 
representatives from the machinery, 
contracting and energy and technology 
fields for in-person networking and 
exchange. Read more here.
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The Agglomeration of Dinan, located in the Brittany Region (France), published 
in 2020 a call for tenders for environmentally-friendly and socially-responsible 
cleaning services. The Agglomeration of Dinan (Dinan Agglomération, in French) 
comprises of 64 municipalities and around 100,000 inhabitants.

Following the initiation of its Territorial Climate Air Energy Plan, the Agglomeration 
of Dinan identified indoor air quality as a priority area. Their most recent tenders 
for cleaning services included a number of environmental and social conditions. 
Aiming to reduce effluent and improve air quality, they also ensure good working 
conditions for contracted staff, and tackle social issues such as unemployment. 

The resulting contract is worth € 199,902 per year, representing a 20% cost saving 
compared to previous contracts. 

The monitoring exercise also showed an important reduction in air pollutants. The 
contract clearly proved that public procurement can be an excellent leverage to 
simultaneously tackle social and environmental priorities. 

Download the full case study here.

→ Participants had a chance to get 
acquainted with innovative procurement 
practices, such as circular procurement.

The successful initiative contributed to 
mainstreaming GPP across the EU. In fact, 
more than half of the attendees used the 
knowledge gained during the training to 
include green aspects in their tenders. 

The GPP training had such an impact, 
that three out of four participants had 
discussions about GPP within their 
organisations, which led to 62% of them 
starting initiatives or making changes 
in the realm of GPP. The vast majority 
of the participants also stated that the 
GPP training session supported them in 
conversations and GPP initiatives.

Learn more about the GPP toolkit here.

Zoom in on... Gender equality 
in Public Procurement
On 24 February the European 
Commission will host a webinar as 
part of the series “#WeBuySocialEU - 
A bite of social procurement”, focused 
on how to introduce gender equality 
considerations into public tenders. 
This is an opportunity to find out more 
about the European Gender Equality 
Institute’s toolkit for gender-responsive 
public procurement. Register here.
Learn more about gender equality 
in public procurement here.
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_group_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
https://bigbuyers.eu/about/bigbuyers
https://bigbuyers.eu/about/bigbuyers
https://sustainable-procurement.org/news?c=search&uid=6wFcbqev
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_110_Case_Study_201_Dinan.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/toolkit_en.htm
https://scic.ec.europa.eu/ew/register/dgscic/WeBuySocialEU_social_procurement_Gender_Equality_24022022/e/lk/g/36270/k/
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/45767

