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The economic recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the ongoing 
green and digital transitions have made 
it increasingly important for public 
authorities to address social challenges 
and to step up their efforts to deliver 
a sustainable future. Public buyers are  
major investors in Europe, currently 
spending over 14% of the EU’s gross 
domestic product. By using their 
purchasing power to opt for goods 
and services that deliver positive social 
outcomes, they can make a major 
contribution to sustainable development.

In order to support the integration 
of social considerations into public 
procurement, the European has updated 
its Buying Social guidance. In this second 
edition, practical advice is provided for 
public buyers, to help them consider 
the social impact of the goods, services, 
and works they purchase. The guide is 
updated to reflect the changes brought 
about by the 2014 EU directives on public 
procurement and includes suggestions 
on how to use public procurement to 

achieve social goals. It covers the entire 
procurement process step-by-step, 
including information on how to set up 
an organisational strategy for socially 
responsible public procurement (SRPP), 
how to plan the tender procedure, as  
well as elements of contract 
management. To inspire public buyers, 
as well as other government and non-
governmental stakeholders, each section 
also includes best practice examples and 
practical takeaways.

Buying Social is available in all official 
European Languages, and can be 
downloaded here. 

New European Commission guidance on Buying Social

The Government of Flanders has 
developed a new tool to calculate the 
life cycle costs (LCC) associated with 
purchasing indoor office lighting. The 
tool complements the EC’s LCC Tool 
for Indoor lighting and can be used 
for more complex buildings needing 
more lighting devices, can consider 
embedded emissions or simulate lease 
situations. The tool and user guide are 
available here.

Zoom in on...  LCC tool for indoor 
office lighting

Big Buyers for Climate and 
Environment, a European Commission 
(EC) initiative, has launched four 
Working Groups on implementing 
strategic public procurement. These 
are on: Zero-Emission Construction 
Sites, Digital Solutions in the Healthcare 
Sector, Circular Construction (roads, 
infrastructure, public space), and 
Electric Heavy-Duty Vehicles for 
Waste Collection, Street Cleaning and 
Maintenance. More information about 
the initiative and to join the Observer 
Group are available online.

Zoom in on...  Big Buyers launches 
four working groups
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What is the current status of 
Green Public Procurement (GPP) in 
Portugal’s National System for  
Public Procurement?

The National Strategy for GPP for the 
period 2008-2010 was first approved by the 
Council of Ministers Resolution no. 65/2007 
of May 7th. This was Portugal’s first strategy 
for the introduction of environmental 
criteria into procurement procedures. 
Since then, our strategy was updated and 

the most recent strategy (ENCPE 2020) – 
which was adopted by Council of Ministers 
Resolution no. 38/2016, of July 29th – has 
built on the experience acquired since 
2008, and provides an important reference 
point that demonstrates the importance 
of GPP for the sustainability objectives of 
Portugal’s public administration. 

To read the interview 
in full, click here.

Portugal’s National Strategy for Green 
Public Procurement makes progress 

Interview

José Paulino is head of the Environmental Management and Qualification unit at the 
Portuguese Environment Agency (APA). The unit is responsible for the coordination 
of the National Strategy for Green Public Procurement (Estratégia Nacional para as 
Compras Públicas Ecológicas 2020 - ENCPE 2020). 
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https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/45767
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/45767
https://www.vlaanderen.be/en/en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/lcc.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/lcc.htm
https://sustainable-procurement.org/resource-centre/?c=search&uid=d24e6685
https://bigbuyers.eu/
https://bigbuyers.eu/
https://bigbuyers.eu/join-the-observer-group
https://bigbuyers.eu/join-the-observer-group
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_105_Interview.pdf


GPP Issue no. 105  I  June 2021News Alert

Zoom in on... 
Renewable energy for buildings

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website. 
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.

The GPP News Alert is an initiative of the 
European Commission, Directorate-General 
Environment. Editor: EU GPP Helpdesk 
Email: gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org 
The articles published in the GPP News 
Alert represent the personal views of the 
contributors and do not necessary reflect 
those of the European Commission, nor 
any person acting on its behalf.

GPP good practice

Upgrading streetlights using an Energy Service  
Company model (City of Gabrovo, Bulgaria)

Zoom in on... 
Tackling public spend 
Through the Making Spend Matter 
Network, a toolkit for analysing public 
procurement spend and its impact has 
been published. The toolkit covers a 
range of good practice advice around 
making spend matter including also 
the spend analysis tool and guide. 
More information 

The EU-funded procuRE project is 
running an International Open Market 
Consultation on 25 June for preparing 
renewable energy supply contracts for 
public buildings. Participation is free, 
however prior registration is essential. 

Gabrovo is located in central Bulgaria, with a population of just under 60,000 
people. In 2020, the Municipality of Gabrovo decided to upgrade its entire 
street lighting network from sodium-vapour street lamps to Light Emitting Diode 
(LED) lamps, in order to reduce energy use and save money, while continuing to 
ensure that streets are well lit.

Due to the size of investment required to modernise the entire street lighting 
network, Gabrovo decided to use an Energy Service Company (ESCO) model. 
The procedure started with the commissioning of an energy audit of the city’s 
street lighting to create an inventory of the current infrastructure, and identify 
possible energy saving measures. The main results were that Gabrovo should 
switch to LED luminaries, including replacing existing LEDs with new, high-
quality, appropriately powerful luminaires over several years, and that a new 
intelligent management system should be installed, on order to allow remote, 
centralised control of lighting.

Gabrovo used functional specifications in its ‘open’ call for tenders, providing 
bidders the flexibility to propose solutions which best meet the City’s needs. It 
also awarded the tender on the basis of the criteria for the Most Economically 
Advantageous Tender (MEAT).

The annual guaranteed savings offered by the winning consortium is 1,705,670 
kWh per year, which a represents a financial saving of around 70%. The associated 
carbon emission reductions will be calculated as part of the annual monitoring 
of the contract, which is done each calendar year.

Download the full case study here.
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Municipality of Gabrovo

Gabrovo street lighting before the new investments began

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_group_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
https://www.preston.gov.uk/article/1344/About-Making-Spend-Matter
https://www.preston.gov.uk/article/1344/About-Making-Spend-Matter
https://www.preston.gov.uk/makingspendmattertoolkit
https://procure-pcp.eu/
https://procure-pcp.eu/events/omc-event-in-the-eu/
https://procure-pcp.eu/events/omc-event-in-the-eu/
https://www.gabrovo.bg/en
https://gabrovo.bg/files/Energy%20efficiency/DOKLAD_UO_GABROVO_2020.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_105_Case_Study_194_Gabrovo.pdf

