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On 25 March 2021, the European 
Commission (EC) presented an Action 
Plan for the development of organic 
production in the EU. Its aim is to 
boost the production and consumption 
of organic products, to reach 25% of 
agricultural land under organic farming 
and to significantly increase organic 
aquaculture. The EC has identified a key 
role for Green Public Procurement (GPP) in 
achieving these targets. 

The Action Plan envisages promoting 
EU GPP Criteria for Food and Catering 
Services drawn up in 2019, bringing 
organic produce into “minimum 
mandatory criteria for sustainable food 
public procurement” as part of the EU’s 
upcoming legal framework for sustainable 
food by 2023, and encouraging EU 
Member States “to fix ambitious national 
targets for organics in GPP”. It also wants 
to use public procurement to stimulate 
the use of organic food in public canteens. 
Other key measures on the demand side 
include informing and communicating 
about organic production, promoting 
the consumption of organic products 

and increasing the distribution of organic 
products under the EU School Scheme. On 
the supply side, the Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) will remain the key tool for 
supporting organic farming, while other 
measures will include the organisation 
of information events and networking 
for sharing best practices, certification 
for groups of farmers rather than for 
individuals, research and innovation, use 
of blockchain and other technologies 
to improve traceability and increasing 
market transparency. The Action Plan 
also puts a focus on improving animal 
welfare, reducing the carbon footprint 
and minimising the use of plastics, water 
and energy to increase the sustainability 
of the organic sector. 

Download the Action Plan here.

Key role for Green Procurement in European Commission’s 
Action Plan for Organic Food production

As part of the EU Green Deal, a number 
of public consultations are currently 
under way to revise legislative 
frameworks which may include a 
GPP dimension. The Sustainable 
Products Policy legislative initiative 
(SPI) will make products placed on 
the EU market more sustainable, 
and revise the current Ecodesign 
Directive. Consultation closes 9 June 
2021. The consultation process for the 
revision of the Energy Performance 
of Buildings Directive (EPBD) 
aims to gather feedback on the 
improvements needed to the EPBD to 
boost renovation rates in line with the 
EU’s climate and energy objectives. 
Consultation closes 22 June 2021. 

Zoom in on... 
Public consultations 

If you missed the last EU GPP 
Helpdesk webinar (23 March), you 
can download the presentations or 
listen to the recording by visiting the 
following link. 

Zoom in on... 
Imaging equipment, consumables 
and print services
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Why did you decide to measure 
the carbon footprint of public 
procurement in Denmark, and what 
did you find?

In June 2019, the Danish Government set 
a target to cut carbon emissions by 70% 
by 2030, in comparison to 1990 levels. To 
reach this ambitious target, it is necessary 

that we as a government look across our 
whole society to find places where we can 
have an impact, and public procurement 
is one such area we identified as 
important. The fact is, procurement has a 
huge influence on how markets develop. 

To read the interview 
in full, click here.

Calculating the carbon footprint of  
Danish public procurement 

Interview

Mikkel Wasilkuk is a Senior Purchasing Consultant at the Danish Finance Ministry. 
He has been working in the field of public and private procurement analysis for more 
than 12 years, and since 2019, has been involved in the calculation of the carbon 
footprint of Denmark’s public procurement. 
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Zoom in on... Revision of EU GPP 
Criteria for Buildings

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website. 
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.

The GPP News Alert is an initiative of the 
European Commission, Directorate-General 
Environment. Editor: EU GPP Helpdesk 
Email: gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org 
The articles published in the GPP News 
Alert represent the personal views of the 
contributors and do not necessary reflect 
those of the European Commission, nor 
any person acting on its behalf.

GPP good practice

Procuring solar vehicle-to-grid (V2G) charging stations 
for electric vehicles (Metropolitan Area of Barcelona, Spain)

Zoom in on... Assistance for 
Innovation Procurement actions 
The European Assistance for 
Innovation Procurement (EAFIP) 
initiative supports public procurers 
across Europe in developing 
and implementing innovation 
procurement. A series of ‘calls’ to apply 
for assistance will be open during 2021-
2022 - with the first of these open until 
25 June 2021. More information…

The EC has started the review of the 
GPP Criteria for Office Buildings – a 
process which will run until the end 
of 2022, and ultimately replace the 
current criteria published in May 2016 
(available here). The revised proposals 
will seek to reflect the priorities in 
the EC’s recent Communication ‘A 
Renovation Wave for Europe’ - and 
‘New European Bauhaus’ Initiative, 
and build upon the new European 
framework for sustainable buildings 
- LEVEL(s). Formal stakeholder 
consultations are planned for the 
second half of 2021 through to mid-
2022. Register as a stakeholder online 
if you would like to be involved.

The metropolitan area of Barcelona (AMB) 
is home to over 3.2 million people and also 
home to a network of photovoltaic (PV) car-
parking pergolas – so-called ‘Fotolineras’. 
These are usually located next to a public 
building equipped with a charging spot for 
electric vehicles. The Fotolinera network of 
solar charging stations will provide clean 
energy to charge electric vehicles, and, 
when no vehicles are around, can supply 
clean energy to local public buildings. By 
doing this, the network will improve air quality, tackle climate change, and support energy 
transition. A call for tenders for the installation of nine Fotolineras across Barcelona was 
published in November 2020. In addition to the Fotolineras, it was decided to install vehicle-
to-grid (V2G) connections in two locations where the municipality already had an electric 
vehicle fleet. These allow bidirectional energy flow, meaning car batteries can also be used 
to store energy and send it to nearby public buildings when required. 

In selecting the best offer, the contract award points were split according to: economic offer 
(51 points), ‘quality of the technical solution’ and ‘guarantees and warranties’ (49 points). The 
quality criteria helped AMB to select suppliers who had the right knowledge and experience 
for a particularly complex product requiring specialised technical expertise. 

Download the full case study here.

Unsplash / Scott Graham

Unsplash / Jeshua Sharkey

Procurement of low-carbon buildings using life-cycle 
assessment and sustainable construction site criteria 
(City of Helsinki, Finland)

Helsinki, the capital of Finland, is currently 
implementing the Carbon Neutral Helsinki 
2035 Action Plan, which directly targets 
the most greenhouse gas (GHG) emitting 
areas of the City: heating of buildings, 
electricity consumption, and traffic. Its 
recent low carbon building construction 
project – called the Asetelmakatu DB 
project – sought to use the procurement 
process to reduce the project’s climate and 
environmental impacts by setting several minimum requirements and evaluation criteria 
to steer the design and the construction. The central goal was to find out what kind of a 
steering effect could be achieved by scoring the carbon footprint of the project as part of 
the procurement. In addition to increasing energy efficiency, the aim was to minimise the 
emissions of construction and material production. 

The procurement concerned the design and construction of four high-quality and low-
carbon wooden blocks of flats, with an underground parking space. In order to reduce the 
climate impact, the chosen supplier was required to have an ambitious attitude towards 
achieving a low-carbon solution for the design and implementation of the project. It is 
important to note that the Asetelmakatu zoning regulation already required the buildings 
to have a primarily wooden structure and to apply the principles of low-energy construction.

Download the full case study here.

 City of Helsinki Material bank / Lauri Rotko

Barcelona Metropolitan Area

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_group_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
https://eafip.eu/
https://eafip.eu/
https://eafip.eu/assistance/
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/408/home
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/408/home
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/swd_2016_180.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-efficient-buildings/renovation-wave_en
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-efficient-buildings/renovation-wave_en
https://europa.eu/new-european-bauhaus/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/topics/circular-economy/levels_en#:~:text=Introducing%20Level(s),-The%20European%20Green&text=Level(s)%20is%20designed%20to,a%20more%20circular%20economic%20model.
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/topics/circular-economy/levels_en#:~:text=Introducing%20Level(s),-The%20European%20Green&text=Level(s)%20is%20designed%20to,a%20more%20circular%20economic%20model.
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/topics/circular-economy/levels_en#:~:text=Introducing%20Level(s),-The%20European%20Green&text=Level(s)%20is%20designed%20to,a%20more%20circular%20economic%20model.
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau/product-groups/408/home
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_104_Case_Study_192_AMB.pdf
https://www.hel.fi/static/liitteet/kaupunkiymparisto/julkaisut/julkaisut/HNH-2035/Carbon_neutral_Helsinki_Action_Plan_1503019_EN.pdf
https://www.hel.fi/static/liitteet/kaupunkiymparisto/julkaisut/julkaisut/HNH-2035/Carbon_neutral_Helsinki_Action_Plan_1503019_EN.pdf
https://www.hiilineutraalisuomi.fi/en-US/Current/News/Carbon_footprint_to_steer_the_procuremen(59827)
https://www.hiilineutraalisuomi.fi/en-US/Current/News/Carbon_footprint_to_steer_the_procuremen(59827)
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_104_Case_Study_193_Helsinki.pdf

