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New green purchasing criteria for computers, monitors,
tablets and smartphones
On 5 March, the European Commission
published new guidance for purchases
of computers, monitors, tablets and
smartphones. The guidance - in the form
of EU Green Public Procurement (GPP)
criteria – is an update and extension of
the previous GPP criteria (from
2016), which covered just computers
and monitors. Addressing the most
significant
environmental
impacts
during the life cycles of these products
is the primary focus of the new EU GPP
criteria. As such, these are structured into
four areas: product lifetime extension,
energy
consumption,
hazardous
substances and end-of-life management.
A further category of criteria that apply
to
separate
procurements
for
refurbished/remanufactured devices and
related services is also included.
The
new
criteria
provide
recommendations for both stationary
devices (desktop computers, allin-one computers, thin clients and
workstations; and monitors) and mobile
devices (portable computers, tablets
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Zoom in on...
Methodology for Assessing
Procurement Systems (MAPS)
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and smartphones) and are split into two
groups of criteria: core (designed to allow
for easy application) and comprehensive
(which enable higher environmental
performance). The criteria pay specific
attention to extending a product’s
lifetime through improved durability,
upgradeability and reparability indirectly
extending the lifetime of products by
facilitating re-use, and thus avoiding (or
minimising) the environmental impacts
associated with primary production and
resource extraction.

The European Commission - DG for
International Partnership (INTPA)
- supports MAPS, which intends to
provide a harmonised tool for use in
the assessment of public procurement
systems anywhere in the world. The
MAPS Secretariat recently published
the Sustainable Public Procurement
Module. First tested in Norway, it aims
at transforming public procurement
systems into more sustainable ones.
More...

The criteria are currently available in
English (here), with translations into the
other official EU languages to follow soon.

Interview

European Green Capital Lahti uses
procurement to achieve green goals
Tarinka Ringvall is the Procurement Manager at the City of Lahti (Finland), and
has been working in public procurement since 2013. Together with colleagues
across the City of Lahti, Tarinka has been active in promoting circular economy and
sustainability through procurement, especially this year, as Lahti takes the spotlight
as European Green Capital 2021.

As European Green Capital 2021,
how important a role does
procurement play in achieving
Lahti’s green ambitions?
Each year, the title of European Green
Capital is awarded to a city whose
commitment, enthusiasm and innovative
urban environmental management and

initiatives can act as inspiration to other
cities. A big part of Lahti’s success in
winning the award was our ambitious
2018 city strategy to become a “Bold
Environmental City”.
To read the interview
in full, click here.

Zoom in on...
Social responsibility
A new video featuring interviews
with public buyers from the cities
of Rotterdam (Netherlands) and
Rzgów (Poland) who implemented
social considerations in their public
contracts has been published as part
of the #WeBuySocialEU campaign.
The campaign is part of the efforts
of the European Commission to
encourage social responsibility in
public procurement. More...
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GPP good practice

Incentivising energy use improvements in sports centres
(Municipality of Getxo, Basque Country, Spain)
The Municipality of Getxo is one of
25 municipalities which make up the
Greater Bilbao region. In 2014, Getxo
Kirolak (Getxo Sports) – the municipal
body that manages municipal sports
centres for the citizens of Getxo began
a long term process to improve the
Dreamstime / Nikkytok
energy performance of the town’s three
municipal sports centres. This included a series of works and investments in energy
saving and renewable energy in order to modernise sporting facilities and reduce
the facilities’ contribution to CO2 emissions. The goal was to obtain optimal results
in the field of energy efficiency, without loss of benefits for Getxo Kirolak and
users - it did this by employing a competitive dialogue to procure energy efficient
services for its sports centres using a two stage process.
The six-year contract, which has been operating since 2015, has seen a number
of energy efficiency and renewable energy generation improvements carried out,
such as the rehabilitation of the mixed glass roof of the olympic-sized swimming
pool to reduce heat loss, and improvements in lighting systems. Energy savings
and efficiency improvements resulted in savings of 23 percent in 2015 and 33
percent in 2019 - far exceeding the annual improvements required by the contract.
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Zoom in on...
PhD in sustainable procurement
The EU-funded SAPIENS Network
(Sustainability and Procurement in
International, European and National
Systems) is currently calling for PhD
researchers by offering 15 Early
Stage Researcher projects in a range
of six disciplines. Closing dates for
applications vary per project but are
generally from early to mid-April.
More...

Download the full case study here.

Piloting sustainable school furniture procurement in Latvia
(Smiltene County, Latvia)
The Mayor of Smiltene first became
engaged in the topic of circular
procurement in September 2018,
when attending a seminar on circular
procurement organised by the Latvian
Environmental Investment Fund (LEIF)
Zane Bilzēna
as part of the Interreg Baltic Sea Region
Circular PP project. In July 2019, a meetthe-buyers event on refurbished furniture was organised by the municipality, in
which the school presented its needs. Due to the initial feedback from potential
suppliers being low, and the procurement perceived as high risk, a small purchase
was done (of dormitory furniture) as a first attempt to test the approach.
A number of green criteria were included as technical specifications, such as
sustainable forestry, reduced chemicals, provision of spare parts and disassembly
requirements, with several bids making it through to the evaluation phase. The
use of third party certification for criteria related to timber, for instance, provided
a good result for Smiltene in terms of improved sustainability. Going for a smaller
contract enabled the county greater scope for risk taking and trying out new
approaches for the first time.
Download the full case study here.

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website.
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.
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Zoom in on... Textiles
The United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) recently published
the
report
Sustainability and
Circularity in the Textile Value Chain.
The report takes an evidence-based
approach to identifying the hotspots
and priority actions needed to advance
sustainability and circularity in the
textile value chain. UNEP intends to
pave the way for developing a roadmap
delving deeper into those actions,
particularly with regard to how and by
whom actions should be taken.
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