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Czech Republic makes consideration of green and social
criteria in public tenders mandatory
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Zoom in on... ProcurCompEU
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As of 1 January 2021, contracting
authorities in the Czech Republic
have to consider whether socially
and
environmentally
responsible
procurement
and/or
innovation
procurement principles can be applied
in every newly published tender.
As part of the recently adopted Waste
Package, the Czech government has
introduced an amendment to the Public
Procurement Act which makes the
consideration of environmental, social
and innovative criteria mandatory for
public procurement. This means that
contracting authorities (both public and
private, which are obliged to abide to
the law on public procurement) need
to consider whether it is possible to
include requirements for green, socially
responsible and innovative procurement.
The Czech Association for Public
Procurement – one of the most

important organisations in this field in
the country - is anticipating challenges
with the application of the new law
in practice. Even though green public
procurement (GPP) has become more
standard practice recently, according
to the Association, public procurers
will find it difficult to include criteria
for green and socially responsible
procurement in every tender.
The Czech Ministry of Labour and
Social Affairs have a number of
guidance materials, publications and
are organising capacity building events.
These were developed in anticipation
of the new requirements and are ready
to support contracting authorities with
sustainable procurement in practice.
Guidelines (including the EU GPP toolkit)
on how to implement environmental
criteria in public purchases are available
on the website of the Ministry of
Environment.

The European competency framework
for public procurement professionals
(ProcurCompEU) is a tool designed by
the European Commission to support
the professionalisation of public
procurement. By defining 30 key
competences, it provides a common
reference for public procurement
professionals in the EU and beyond.
It recognises and supports public
procurement as a strategic function
that delivers public investment for
sustainable growth. More...
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Zoom in on... Responsible
procurement e-learning module
The Urban Agenda Partnership
on Innovative and Responsible
Public Procurement has delivered
seven actions to help procurers
implement sustainable and innovation
procurement, including guidelines,
toolboxes and handbooks. To make
these deliverables more user-friendly,
an interactive e-Learning module
has been developed. Setting up a
procurement strategy and measuring
public spend are two of the modules
included. More...
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GPP good practice

Procurement of hybrid electric buses
(City of Oradea, Romania)
Transport is a major source of CO2 emissions and other pollutants (such as NOx,
other GHG emissions, and particulate matter (PM)). To reduce these climate impacts,
Romania has initiated actions to reduce air pollution in big cities. These measures
include encouraging the use of public transport and modernising the public
transport fleets through the procurement of less polluting vehicles. In 2020, the
City of Oradea, a city of 200,000 inhabitants in the west of Romania, purchased 15
hybrid buses for urban passenger transport, with the aim of reducing the harmful
environmental impact of public transport vehicles.
The contract was awarded on the basis of most economically advantageous tender,
and included criteria addressing fuel consumption, and energy and environmental
impact during lifespan. The new more fuel efficient buses generate annual financial
savings of €62,000 and a reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 19.4%.
Oradea plans to continue its investments in greener public services and infrastructure,
and will seek to use life cycle cost calculations as an award criterion for future bus
procurements, to ensure minimal fuel consumption while also ensuring vehicle
longevity. Due to the good experiences with hybrid and electric buses, several
Romanian cities have procured these buses for their public transport fleets to reduce
pollution and to provide cleaner air for citizens. According to Romania’s National
Agency for Public Procurement, over 90 contracting authorities have procured
electric or hybrid buses so far.
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Zoom in on... Green energy

XPRESS is an EU-funded project aimed
at using the power of GPP to create
new markets and provide financial
support for innovations in energy
from renewable sources (RES). The
project (see video) is also collecting
good practices of financing tools for
innovative renewable technologies,
focusing on GPP policies and will create
an online platform to gather data, share
information and match the needs of
public and private organisations.

Download the full case study here.
Interview

Nordic cities issue Joint Statement of Demand on Zero
Emission Deliveries

Zoom in on... Rewarding excellence

Christine Kihl (right), advisor in The Norwegian Agency
for Public and Financial Management (DFØ), and
Ida Laustsen (left), subject leader in the National
Programme for Supplier Development, are the project
managers for a Nordic procurement process to zero
emission deliveries.

Are goods deliveries so relevant for
sustainability and public procurement?
Emissions from goods delivered to the
public sector represent almost 5% of total
emissions in the Nordic countries. Public
sector entities purchase an enormous
range
of
physical
goods.
The
delivery of these goods creates a
considerable
amount
of
freight
traffic in urban areas. Copenhagen
estimates that product deliveries lead
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to nearly 4.5 million vehicle kilometers
travelled within the city limits per year.
Public sector goods ordering, and
delivery patterns vary considerably
from city to city, but generally this is a
relatively uncoordinated process. Goods
are ordered individually by different
municipal departments or units/
locations, with contracted suppliers
delivering directly to the site.
To read the interview in full, click here.

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website.
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.

Public entities involved in a recent
sustainable
public
procurement
procedure which generated significant
environmental, social and/or economic
impacts can apply for the Procura+
Awards. The application period is open
until 31 March 2021.
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