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On 28 December 2015, an important 
milestone for greening public 
procurement in Italy was reached. The law 
on provisions to promote environmental 
measures of green economy and 
containment of excessive use of natural 
resources was adopted, bringing with it 
mandatory requirements for all Italian 
public entities to include minimum 
environmental criteria (MEC) in their 
public procurement actions (through 
article 18 of the law). This will be a 
requirement for tenders that are either 

below or above the financial thresholds 
for public procurement. The law entered 
into force on 2 February 2016, and the 
MEC are provided as part of the Italian GPP 
National Action Plan (2008). These cover 
the 16 product and service areas most 
relevant for public procurement in Italy, 
and are mandatory for all procurement 
done of goods, services and works with 
requirements for energy efficiency (in the 
end-use). Moreover, 50% of the contract 
value for the other product and service 
categories must be greened.

Monitoring actions will become the 
responsibility of Italy’s national anti-
corruption authority. Transposition of the 
2014 EU public procurement directives 
into Italian law is also happening in 
parallel and is going to be finalised soon. 

More information on the Environment 
Ministry’s GPP activities is available online.

Italian government makes GPP mandatory across the Italian 
public sector

Flanders has set a target of 100% SPP by 
2020. A monitoring system was set up 
in your department to act as a testing 
ground. Could you tell us about it?

We started our exercise as part of the 
ISO 14001 environmental management 
system of our department. Not only do we 
need to buy 100% sustainable goods and 

services by 2020, we also need to be able 
to prove this within our system.

The Flemish Government decided on 
minimum sustainability criteria for certain 
product groups. The products purchased 
must meet these criteria, in order to be 
able to call their procurement sustainable. 
Therefore, DENE’s procurers need to report 
on the use of the criteria. They’re required 
to answer three questions before they can 
allocate the amount necessary to close 
a contract. These are:  Is it procurement? 
What product group? Were DENE’s 
sustainability criteria used?

The information provided is stored in 
DENE’s accounting system, which has 
mandatory reporting requirements. 

To view the interview in full, click here.

Monitoring SPP in Flanders, Belgium

The European Commission’s Joint 
Research Centre (JRC) is looking for 
stakeholders to take part in the revision 
process for two sets of EU GPP criteria: 
Street Lighting and Traffic Signals, and 
Transport. In order to ensure that a 
comprehensive review of the criteria 
is undertaken, wide stakeholder 
consultation is foreseen with all 
relevant parties, such as manufacturers, 
service providers, procurers, and NGOs. 
If you are interested in shaping the 
new GPP criteria, please click here for 
lighting and/or here for transport.

Zoom in on… Call for stakeholders

Zoom in on… Circular procurement: 
the Next Step

From 20-22 April 2016, the Dutch 
Government, in partnership with the 
European Commission and a number 
of other key organisations, will host 
an international congress on circular 
procurement in Amsterdam. The event 
will promote international cooperation 
by demonstrating the link between 
sustainable procurement and a more 
circular economy. Workshops will look 
at circular indicators, monitoring, and 
business models. Attendance is free. 

More information...

The Department for 
Environment, Energy 
and Nature (DENE) from 
the Flemish Government 
provides support to 
the Government’s 
entities in their actions 
for reducing their 
environmental impact, 

including sustainable public procurement 
(SPP). Els Verwimp is a Policy Advisor on internal 
environmental management, and is the central 
point of contact for SPP. 
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National Procurement Denmark (SKI) is a 
central procurement organisation owned 
by both the Danish national government 
and the Danish National Association of 
Local Authorities. A tender was launched 
in 2012 by SKI with the goal of establishing 
a four-year framework contract between 
more than 60 municipalities and a 
supplier of sustainable office furniture. 
The tender included criteria targeting 
environmental and quality aspects of the furniture: a number of criteria addressed 
the use of chemicals in the treatment of wood and foam and strict criteria regarding 
the sustainability of wood and wood-based materials were also made mandatory. 
At least 70% of the wood either had to be recycled or from verifiably sustainable 
timber products, according to the definition of the Danish Nature Agency. 

The agreement is expected to generate a total turnover of (approximately) 27 
million euro, and generate savings of up to 26% for the municipalities using 
it. Municipalities buying from the framework agreement are ensured that the 
minimum requirements for environmental conditions are met. There are currently 
67 municipalities using it, purchasing mainly office chairs and office desks.

Download the full case study here.

GPP examples

Zoom in on... New guidance on SPP
A new report has been published 
as part of UNEP’s 10 Year Framework 
on SPP The report seeks to provide 
governmental organisations 
engaged in SPP with a step-by-step 
guide to planning, measuring and 
communicating the benefits they 
are creating through implementing 
sustainable procurement programmes 
and activities. It includes a guidance 
framework and supporting 
methodologies, indicators and 
recommendations. The report is 
accessible via UNEP’s SCP Clearing 
House.

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website.
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.

The Austrian Federal Procurement 
Agency (BBG) initiated the procurement 
of a ‘Vacuum vaporizer based wastewater 
recycling system for the Austrian 
Mint.’  BBG asked the market for an 
environmentally friendly wastewater 
recycling system that is more resource 
efficient, one that reduces the need for 
water. 

BBG applied a negotiated procedure split 
into three phases. In the first phase suppliers were invited to provide information 
on their qualifications as a company. After that, suppliers submitted their first offer 
which included a calculation for the life cycle costs (LCC) and a full report with 
detailed information on wastewater consumption and the savings of the proposed 
system, as well as concentration of waste filtered. Based on the results of the study 
suppliers were invited to submit their final offers. 

BBG won the Public Procurement of Innovation Award at the end of 2015 for this 
particular purchase, which reduced the need for fresh water by 97%. The solution 
can be used to filter a wide range of particles such as metal, galvanic, photo, print, 
pharmaceutical, and food - making it suitable for use in a variety of industries.

Download the full case study here.

Procuring sustainable office 
furniture in Denmark

Six European regions have showcased 
their experiences on sustainable 
procurement through their networking 
activities in six detailed reports, 
prepared as part of the EU-funded SPP 
Regions project. The regions in focus are 
Catalonia, Denmark (national), Sardinia, 
Turin, Vorarlberg (Austria) and West 
France. The reports focus on aspects 
of the networks that are relevant for 
replication in other regions, such as 
organisational structure, activities and 
tools, hurdles, monitoring actions and 
results, and achievements.

More information ...

Zoom in on… Good practice on 
regional networking
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