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EIGE Gender-Responsive Public Procurement:
a step-by-step toolkit
The practical step-by-step toolkit for
implementing gender-responsive public
procurement (GRPP) in the EU is designed
for contracting authorities at national,
regional, and local level, as well as EU
institutions, bodies and agencies.
It supports public sector buyers in
advancing gender equality through the
use of GRPP. It is also designed to be
useful for policymakers and practitioners
working towards gender equality and
gender mainstreaming, at both the EU
and the national levels.
The toolkit serves as a practical guide on
how to incorporate gender equality and
apply GRPP across the different stages
of the procurement cycle. For each step
of the procurement process, each target
group can access a variety of tools, reallife examples illustrating how GRPP is
applied, and how the tools can be used.
This toolkit contains 13 tools which are
divided into two general sections: 1- the
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legal, regulatory and policy frameworks,
and 2- the public procurement cycle.
Within these tools, the reader can find for
example an overview of the legislative,
regulatory and policy frameworks
relevant for GRPP in the 27 EU Member
States, as well as guiding questions for
needs assessment, decision trees for
setting GRPP selection criteria, technical
specifications and/or award criteria,
among others.
Have a look at this practical step-by-step
toolkit here.

Zoom in on... A guide for facilitating
the integration of reclaimed building
materials in large-scale projects and
public tenders
Reusing
materials
has
many
environmental, social, economic, and
cultural benefits. This new Interreg
guide presents strategies for reusing
building materials into construction and
renovation projects.
The guide 1) establishes different ways
of formulating a reuse objective, 2)
provides a step-by-step presentation of
different routes, and 3) has a collection
of appendices where some questions
and concepts are explained more
thoroughly.
Have a look at the guide available in
English, Dutch, and French here.

Interview

Building capacity and enhancing
sustainable public procurement across
the EU: The ‘SAPIENS Network’ project

Roberto Caranta is a professor at the Law Department of the University of Turin
(Italy), He is the network coordinator of the SAPIENS Network and co-editor of the
European Procurement Law Series.

What is the goal of the SAPIENS
Network and what gaps are you trying
to fill?
The goal of the Sustainability and
Procurement in International, European,
and National Systems (SAPIENS)
Network is to contribute to the uptake
of sustainable public procurement (SPP).
As well as using SPP as a tool to address

the social and environmental challenges
of the 21st century. The Horizon2020
project is building capacity to enhance
sustainable public procurement across the
EU. Our interdisciplinary study is designed
to increase the European knowledge base
and research capacity in law, economics,
and the business sciences relevant to SPP.
To read the interview in full, click here.
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Zoom in on... Guidance on circular
public and private procurement
The guidance was created within the
Erasmus+ project which involved
Czech, Spanish and Slovak partners.
The guidance presents benefits
of circular procurement, steps to
implement the circular economy in
public procurement and cases of good
examples.
Read more about this guidance here.
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Adopting circular economy principles:
Setting reclamation targets in a redevelopment tender
SERS (Société d’Aménagement et d’Equipement
de la Région de Strasbourg), France
The Société d’Aménagement et
d’Equipement de la Région de Strasbourg
(SERS) is a large public developer in
the region of Strasbourg (France). One
of their projects redeveloped a former
hospital complex into a technological
campus, for which several existing
buildings needed to be renovated and
extended. One of these buildings was a
6.200 sqm building from the 1930s.
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Zoom in on... The Urban Agenda
Partnership on Innovative and
Responsible Public Procurement for
the EU: Action Plan 2022 is approved!

The SERS was already assisted by
a consortium of architects (Richter
Architects)
and
environmental
consultants (Relais Chantier), who
Luc Boegly, Technoparc Nextmed Strasbourg
were contracted earlier. The non-profit
organisation Rotor, partner of the Interreg project Facilitating the circulation of
reclaimed building elements in Northwestern Europe (NWE FCRBE), approached
the SERS with the aim to integrate more ambitious targets into the call for tenders.
Instead of simply removing existing materials and discarding them as waste, the
tenderers were asked to carefully dismantle batches of reusable materials.
The tenderer who was awarded the contract was not the most ambitious in terms
of reclamation target. The dismantling of the initial batches was as efficient as
planned, with satisfactory recovery rates. The success they met for the first batches
(i.e. finding enterprises ready to buy materials, good collaboration with social
companies for the dismantling of some batch) incited the main contractor to aim
at better results in the course of the project. In the end, more batches of materials
could successfully be reclaimed for reuse than what was initially planned.

The new Action Plan 2022 was
approved. The Partnership will work on
these three actions:
1) A procurers’ platform where cities,
regions, member states and the
European Commission / Institutions
can exchange ideas and experiences on
strategic public procurement.
2) Use public procurement and
innovation as strategic instruments to
achieve the EU Green Deal’s goals.
3) Stimulate sustainable economic
recovery through public procurement.
Have a look at the Action Plan here.

Download the full case study here.
Nerea Marti Sesarino, Unsplash

Zoom in on... “Ecolabels in green
public procurement – enabling the
green transition” online workshop at
the #EURegionsWeek – 13 October
2022, 9:30-11:00am

Luc Boegly, Technoparc Nextmed Strasbourg
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Do you want to make better use of
procurement to steer the production
and consumption of sustainable goods
and services? This online session will
help you understand how the use of
labels, and in particular the EU Ecolabel,
can make it easier for public buyers
to have a sustainable impact. Success
stories from EU local authorities
will offer inspiration on ecolabels in
procurement practice. To sign up, visit
the #EURegionsWeek page.
Sign onto the platform and register for
this workshop here.

