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Stakeholders are invited to contribute 
to the revision of the GPP criteria and 
EU Ecolabel criteria for furniture. The 
JRC-IPTS seeks participation from all 
sectors in a study that will feed into 
the revision process. Interested parties 
should register as a stakeholder 
online to have access to preliminary 
results and be able to participate in 
questionnaires and/or stakeholder 
meetings. 

The criteria will be revised on the basis 
of Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) and 
environmental performance product 
assessments. Further information 
will soon be available on the official 
project website. You may also contact 
JRC-IPTS-FURNITURE@ec.europa.eu 
directly.

What level of political support for GPP is there in 
Denmark? 

GPP is covered in our plans and strategies related to 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), eco-efficient 
technology, chemicals, energy efficient buildings, 
transport, and timber.  A new Government elected last 
year is developing an intelligent public procurement 
strategy, recognising procurement as a key driver for 
green economy transition. It focuses on green, efficient, 
innovative, performance-based procurement. 

Guidance on Sustainable Construction and Innovation published
Procuring 
innovative and 
sustainable 
construction is a 
guide aimed at 
European public 
authorities, 
bringing together 
the results of 
over 2 years 
of discussions, 

research and dialogue. The guidance has been 
produced alongside a series of over 40 related 
case studies or ‘Snapshots’ by the Sustainable 
Construction and Innovation (SCI) Network. 

The guide explores various methods of 
encouraging innovative solutions during 
different stages of construction procurement. 
Particular aspects developed by working 
groups within the SCI-Network include: 
being an ‘intelligent client’, Life Cycle Costing 

Denmark builds stakeholder commitment to GPP
Describe for us the “Partnership for GPP” initiative. 

The Ministry of the Environment and 6 public authorities 
are involved, totalling around 20 percent of Municipal 
spend in Denmark. The Partnership for GPP is voluntary 
but municipalities commit themselves to common 
procurement targets for priority categories. Targets for 
transportation in particular, show the advantages of Life 
Cycle Costing and the savings GPP can offer.

What other mechanisms does the Danish EPA use to 
promote GPP at the local level? 

Our Forum for Sustainable Procurement (SP) is an 
important platform for bringing together public and 
private stakeholders. This year 4 thematic working groups 
have been developing seminars, guidelines and best 
practice cases. We have annual national SP conferences, 
which this year focused on the green economy. We also 
have an SP central online platform and EPA guidelines 
and specific environmental requirements for 46 categories.

To view the full interview, click here.

Zoom in on… furniture  
criteria revisionand working with the market. Specific 

recommendations accompany these and other 
themes, meaning that the often complex area 
of innovation in construction is made more 
accessible to procurers and other interested 
parties. The real-life examples from across 
Europe contained in the accompanying 
Snapshots publication help to illustrate these 
recommendations. 

The guide and the snapshot collection can be 
downloaded at www.sci-network.eu. Editions 
of the guide in Dutch, German, Finnish and 
Italian will published on the website in the near 
future. Click here for further information or 
for a hard copy of the guide. A wide variety of 
other publications have been produced by the 
working group including best practice reports 
and case studies. These can be found in the 
SCI-Network Resource Centre. 

Denmark ranks as one of 
Europe’s leading countries 
in GPP, with 46% of public 
procurement characterised 
as “green” in 2009. The 
Danish EPA steers GPP policy 
and is currently building 

commitment amongst a variety of stakeholders. Line 
Bech is Head of Section at the Danish Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), a public body within the 
Ministry of the Environment. 
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Zoom in on… GPP and  
Eco-design

The Institute for Advanced Studies on 
Science, Technology and Society (IAS-
STS), hosted by IFZ, has released a call 
for abstracts and poster presentations 
from researchers investigating 
sustainable and innovative public 
procurement and eco-design. The 
deadline is 31 January 2013.

Topics include environmental impacts, 
innovation potential and EU/national 
policy implications related to GPP and 
eco-design. Successful proposals will be 
presented on the 25th anniversary of IFZ 
at the IAS-STS annual conference held 
from 6-7 May 2013 in Graz, Austria. 

More information...
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/toolkit/furniture_GPP_product_sheet.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32009D0894:EN:NOT
http://ipts.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/furniture/register.cfm
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/furniture/index.html
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/furniture/index.html
mailto:mailto:JRC-IPTS-FURNITURE%40ec.europa.eu?subject=
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue25_NewsAlert_Interview.pdf
http://www.sci-network.eu/
http://www.sci-network.eu/contact/
http://www.sci-network.eu/resources/
http://www.ifz.tugraz.at/ias/IAS-STS/The-Institute/Background
http://www.ifz.tugraz.at/ias/IAS-STS/The-Institute/Background
http://www.ifz.tugraz.at/eng
http://www.ifz.tugraz.at/ias/IAS-STS/Upcoming-Activities/11th-Annual-IAS-STS-Conference


GPP Issue no. 25 
November 2012	News-Alert

GPP examples

Zoom in on... health care 
equipment consultation

Renewable heating systems for schools in Oslo, Norway

Green Requirements for the Maintenance of Parks and Gardens in Errenteria, Spain

Oslo City Council decided to phase out use of fossil fuels for 
heating purposes in all schools. The main objective of the 
procurement procedure was to reduce the environmental 
impact of Oslo’s heating systems, particularly CO2 emissions. 

As well as innovative solutions for renewable energy based 
heating in Oslo schools, the municipality required an 
improvement in existing technical and operational standards, 
along with improved environmental performance and value for 
money. 

There were four stages to the process;  market consultation, a 
pre-commercial competition, a development phase and tendering. 

Many ideas from the competition and outputs from the development projects were implemented. 
Heating systems now use ground solar heat collectors, ground heat pumps, air-to-liquid heat 
pumps, bio-oil, bio-gas, solid biofuel, and various combinations of these instead of fossil fuels.

The City Council successfully phased out these 52 non-renewable systems before the end of 
2011.  The project has resulted in an annual reduction of approximately 3,000 tonnes of CO2.

Download the GPP example here.

There is now an opportunity 
to comment on the draft GPP 
criteria for Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment (EEE) used in the health 
care sector. SEMCo is developing 
criteria for both the EU and Sweden. 
A background Technical Report on 
the criteria is also available. 

Feedback should be given on the 
answering form provided, by the 
15 January 2013. Respondents 
are asked to particularly consider 
if the criteria are practical to use 
from a procurement and/ or bidder 
perspective. It is anticipated that the 
results of the comments received 
will be published in December 2013. 

GPP News-Alert is an initiative of the European Commission, Directorate-General Environment published on a monthly basis.
Editor: GPP Helpdesk | Email: gpp@iclei.org
The articles published in the GPP News-Alert represent the personal views of the contributors and do not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person acting on its behalf.

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  Previous News Alerts are available here.

ESMAP, a global knowledge and 
assistance program administered 
by the World Bank, has published 
a report for public authorities 
assessing global experiences of 
energy efficient purchasing (EEP). In 
the context of restrictive procedures, 
knowledge gaps and other barriers, 
the study uses case studies to 
demonstrate the potential of EEP 
as a tool for the public sector to 
improve the efficiency of their 
facilities and services. 

The report, which can be 
downloaded here, emphasises 
the importance of governmental 
organisations taking the lead in EEP 
as a large and visible consumer who 
can have a strong positive influence 
on citizens.

Zoom in on… energy  
efficient public purchasing
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Errenteria considered GPP at various stages of the 
procurement process for parks and gardens maintenance 
services. 15% of the award criteria was dedicated to 
the use of techniques that would improve upon the 
municipality’s standard environmental requirements.

Service providers had to give information on emissions 
from vehicles to be used under the contract and a list of 
machinery. The measurement of water used for irrigation 
per tree or per m2 on a weekly and annual basis was 
part of the contract performance clauses. The contract 
was divided into 3 lots to promote more equal bidding 
opportunities.

Green purchasing and contracting is part of the Municipal Environmental Strategy. As well as 
for the maintenance of parks and gardens, environmental criteria are now used as standard 
in contracts for vehicle maintenance and cleaning services in municipal buildings. Errenteria 
has also purchased electric vehicles as part of its effort to reduce local air pollution and the 
emission of greenhouse gases (GHGs).

Download the GPP example here.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue25_Case_Study55_Oslo_heating.pdf
http://www.msr.se/en/green_procurement/criteria/Ongoing-criteria-work/Medical-devices/
mailto:gpp%40iclei.org?subject=
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://www.esmap.org/sites/esmap.org/files/ESMAP_EECI_PublicProcurement-EEProducts_TR003-12_Optimized_0.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue25_Case_Study56_Errenteria_maintenance.pdf

