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1. Adoption of the agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted without changes. It was later decided to change the order: 

treat the initial points 9 and 10 before point 7, and treat initial point 12. before 11. 

2. Welcome by JRC, Oliver Wolf 

Oliver Wolf welcomed participants on behalf of the Joint Research Centre (JRC) and 

gave a brief introduction on JRC's work. 

3. Information given by the Commission on the Public Procurement Reform, the 7
th

 

Environmental Action Programme, the European Resource Efficiency Platform and 

the Clean Vehicles Directive 

The Commission provided a brief overview of the parts of the Public Procurement 

Reform with GPP-relevance, the procurement-related recommendations from the 

European Resource Efficiency Platform (EREP) and the 7
th

 Environmental Action 

Programme (EAP) which was adopted on 24 October by the plenary of the European 

Parliament (see attached).  

The Commission said that it was likely that some sort of guidance document for GPP 

would be developed, possibly in the form of an updated Buying Green guide. Moreover, 

some Life Cycle Costing (LCC) guidance might be provided. 

On the EREP recommendations and the 7
th

 EAP, the Commission highlighted three 

major points for GPP: the setting up of a more robust GPP Monitoring, possible 

additional sector-specific legislation, and a green procurer network. The subject of 

monitoring will be dealt with under point 6 below.   

As regards the possible addition of another piece of sector-specific legislation, the 

Commission voiced some scepticism since the context for such legislation does not seem 

to be very favourable. The procurement rules in the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) 

have become rather soft in the final version of the text and the obligation stemming from 

the Clean Vehicles Directive (CVD) might be repealed in the framework of the 

Commission's REFIT exercise (see below). Moreover, the Commission did not see a 

specific product group which would be an obvious candidate for new obligations, also 
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because energy efficiency is largely covered by EED, Energy Star Regulation, 

Environmental Performance of Buildings Directive and the CVD.    

The Commission asked members of the Advisory Group in which fields they would see a 

chance for further obligations. 

EEB/BEUC proposed looking into an obligation to purchase sustainable timber as it 

exists in several Member States. The Commission was sceptical because of the 

difficulties for defining sustainable timber (works are on-going) and the recent entry into 

force of the EU Timber Regulation which just imposed new obligations on timber 

importers. 

 

As regards the establishment of a procurement network at EU level, the Commission 

mentioned that the new LIFE + program is likely to include some possibilities for 

cooperation between public authorities in the field of GPP. ICLEI mentioned the value of 

national networks, but also that there was a need for more coordination at European level. 

Both ICLEI and Finland expressed their discontent with the LIFE program because they 

considered it as too bureaucratic. The Netherlands stated that projects which include 

actual procurement implementation such as GPP 2020 should be promoted further. The 

Commission invited the AG members to come up with further ideas on how to foster 

more exchanges. One possibility could be addressing Central Purchasing Bodies in order 

to identify issues of common interest, and then to organise meetings around these 

subjects. 

Furthermore, the Commission informed members about the possible repeal of the Clean 

Vehicles Directive mentioned in the Commission's REFIT Communication of 2 October. 

Finland mentioned the difficulties the implementation of the directive had brought about 

in the beginning, especially on account of the lack of standardised test cycles for heavy 

duty vehicles. By now, the directive was however considered as rather positive.  Belgium 

also highlighted the lack of a CO2 standard for lorries; there were however no problems 

with personal cars and light duty vehicles. For Belgium, a repeal would not be a big 

problem, because it had a well-developed good indicator on CO2 and other emissions for 

all the cars on the Belgian market ("Ecoscore"). It however doubted that all other 

countries had such good alternative tools to the CVD. 

ICLEI highlighted some problems with the directive, such as the missing test standards 

and concerns about the favouring of diesel cars and the lack of consideration of the whole 

life cycle of the vehicle. 

Belgium also mentioned that the evaluation of EMAS and the EU Eco-label have been 

included in the REFIT exercise and asked the Commission to keep the AG informed in 

this field. 'The Commission underlined that these were evaluations foreseen for the 

Ecolabel and EMAS regulations but that the REFIT context as such did not imply a major 

review or repeal. 

 

 
4. Update by members of the AG on GPP-related developments in their countries and 

organisations (part 1) 

See Annex 1 that summarises participants' intervention on this point. 
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5. Report from the Green-11 meeting on 22/23 October 

Bettina Schaefer, current chair of the group, reported from the Green-11 (G 11) meeting 

which was partially combined with the UNEP Working group on Product Service 

Systems. The main outcomes of the meeting were:  

- G11 proposes to receive input on EU policy development on a more regular basis 

also between GPP AG meetings in order to be able to react at MS level 

- G11 members will work directly together with DG Environment on Monitoring 

and harmonised criteria for certain product groups 

- G11 proposes to include in the GPP AG sessions a short update on UNEP 

Sustainable Public Procurement Initiative (SPPI) activities 

- G11 will focus working on benefits (environmental, economic, social) of GPP 

and innovation during the coming months 

Moreover, the G11 had the general feeling that the GPP AG meetings could be more 

efficient, that some discussions could be done between the meetings (by webinars, 

etc...) and that others are duplicated (in G11 and GPP AG). The next AG and G11 

meeting should be no longer than one day each. 

The Commission promised to look into all these issues, underlined however that it tried 

to inform members on a regular basis on the latest developments, often via the news alert, 

e.g. about the different steps in the public procurement reform process.  

 

6. GPP Monitoring 

The Commission recalled that monitoring was one of the main subjects for GPP 

mentioned in the 7
th

 EAP and EREP recommendations. The approach for monitoring the 

uptake of GPP so far, namely relying on questionnaires sent out every couple of years by 

the Commission, had proved its limits (low participation in many MS, risks of biased 

response rates etc.). However, there was now an increasing interest in the subject with 

many activities in different countries and also in UNEP. Ecoinstitut and DG ENV had 

sent out a short questionnaire to the AG to know where they stand on monitoring. Bettina 

Schaefer presented the results of the questionnaire (see attached). 

The Commission stated that, in the medium to long term, the aim would be to have solid 

statistics, based on data delivered by all MS, which would allow a comparison between 

countries and show trends of GPP. It was however clear that this would not happen 

overnight. One of the milestones towards this objective would be a recommendation to 

MS on how GPP monitoring should be done so that results can be aggregated and 

compared at the EU level. The Commission would ideally like to present this 

recommendation in May next year for voluntary implementation in the MS.  

A variety of questions were then discussed in a World Café style session (see attached 

presentation of the questions) under the following headings: 

- What kind of procurement should be covered for results to be comparable? 

- When should procurement be considered green? 

- How should data gathering be done? 
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On the following questions, a wide agreement could be found: 

- All levels of government should ideally participate; central government should be 

the minimum 

- While it would be better to have data on actual contracts, this is considered to be 

too resource intensive; therefore, tenders should be evaluated 

- there should be a minimum number of product groups that everyone should report 

on; these should be the same product groups everywhere; it could be all ten 

product groups from the first set of EU GPP criteria or a selection hereof 

- the greenness should be defined by the use of several requirements, but not too 

many (2-4?) for each product group; a weighting system could be envisaged (ex. 

buildings: more points for energy use than water use) 

- self-reporting of public authorities should be acceptable; e-procurement should be 

the decisive tool, so that info would be processed automatically 

- annual reporting seems feasible. 

The following points will require further discussions: 

- should we only consider purchases over the EU thresholds? Should we make 

reference to national ones? Can we include this into TED reporting? 

- should the criteria to define "green" be the EU criteria or national ones? 

- should there be different levels of greenness? 

- should we look only at technical specs and maybe award criteria (above a certain 

percentage), or also at selection criteria for services and works, contract 

performance clauses and the use of LCC/TCO? 

- if a country does not establish a systematic reporting system, how many contracts 

and which value would have to be reported to consider the results meaningful?  

These points will be discussed between interested members of the GPP AG and the 

Commission in the coming months. 

 

7. Update by members of the AG on GPP-related developments in their countries and 

organisations (part 2) 

See Annex 1 that summarises participants' intervention on this point. 

 

8. Next steps for the prioritisation for GPP product group developments/revisions  

The Commission provided a summary of the prioritisation process so far (see attached 

presentation). 

In the following, the evaluation sheets for five different product groups (Waste 

Management, Data Centres, Management of Public Spaces, Food & Catering, Events) 

have been presented (see evaluation sheets). 
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Regarding Waste Management Systems, a discussion was held if criteria in this field 

should rather focus on the collection systems or also include guidance on the political 

decisions to be taken as regards the different waste streams to be collected. The majority 

of members would prefer limiting guidance to the collection systems. There was a wide-

spread agreement that cut-and-paste criteria would not be useful. A guidance document 

highlighting the different aspects to be considered before and when procuring, and 

throughout the contract execution phase, would be more useful. 

On Data Centres, it was also mentioned, due to quick technological developments, that 

guidance would be better than classical criteria. It was important to look at energy use 

(also in relation to the software used), which could be drastically reduced, but also at 

material use. This could be done by reducing the number of servers and concentrating on 

bigger ones. The UK criteria development has been delayed, showing that it is difficult to 

develop criteria in this field. 

For Food and Catering, it was underlined that the current EU criteria are mainly looking 

at organic produce while there is a large scope to develop more guidance on food waste 

minimisation. In general, providing guidance on procuring food is a very delicate issue 

since public authorities have their specific preferences. 

As regards Events, it was mentioned that there is already a significant amount of 

guidance, in different countries and provided by ICLEI. Maybe, it would be a good idea 

to provide an English summary of the existing guidance documents. 

For Maintenance of Public Spaces, it was also said that classical criteria would not work 

in this field, similar to Waste Management Systems. 

It was decided to ask members about their top 3 product groups. Each member of the AG 

gave the preference of its country or organisation. Food & Catering, Data Centres, 

Maintenance of Public Spaces clearly received the highest number of votes (with very 

similar scores), with a clear edge over Waste Management and (even more) Events.  

However, a substantial minority of the AG members were less interested in the 

development of new product groups, but recommended aligning EU and national criteria 

for a core set of 6-8 product groups. A few members were not prepared for a decision 

today since this had not been announced in the meeting programme. However, from the 

discussions in the last meetings, it was implicitly understood that the process of giving a 

recommendation to the Commission for the next product groups to work on would be 

finalised at this meeting. 

DG ENV will now discuss internally what should be the first of the three product groups 

to work on, and will involve the AG at an early stage to discuss what kind of guidance 

should be provided. Moreover, the Commission will also look into the question of 

aligning some core product groups. It will get in touch with interested AG members to 

find out if there is a real interest in a stronger alignment of the GPP criteria, for which 

product groups this would be most relevant (a pilot could be started) and how the 

contribution of different members of the GPP AG in the criteria development/revision 

process would look like.  
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9. Presentation of the JRC Criteria Development Process  

JRC presented its approach to the criteria development process (see presentation 

attached). 

In the debate, the following points were raised: 

 The development process for GPP and Ecolabel for product groups with relevance 

for both instruments should be kept together 

 If short explanations could be given to explain the criteria as done in Finland – 

JRC and DG ENV will look into this 

 The importance of Eco-labels to verify the environmental claims 

 The possibility to update criteria without a long revision process 

 The need to provide feedback to stakeholder comments  

 The need to get more procurers on board so that the process is receiving a more 

balanced input 

 Doing Cost-Benefit Analysis as in the UK Government Buying Standards – the 

Commission will look into this 

 

10. Improving knowledge exchange on on-going criteria development processes  

The Commission indicated that the preparatory work for monitoring and for the 

prioritisation process had shown that there is potential to enhance cooperation between 

GPP actors who are often working on the same issues in order to save resources and 

strengthen coherence. 

ICLEI presented the Procurement Forum https://procurement-forum.eu/ as one possibility 

for exchanges (see presentation). It was proposed to open a GPP AG on the Forum and to 

post questions on criteria development for specific product groups in the Forum. DG 

ENV and JRC will look into this. 

 

11. Discussions on the draft GPP criteria for Medical Electrical Equipment  

Sweden presented the criteria (see attached presentation) and underlined that the work 

has been very intense and included a very comprehensive stakeholder consultation 

process. The adoption of the criteria is expected for the end of 2013. The Commission 

thanked Sweden for the hard work and underlined the good progress to develop standards 

for energy efficiency. In the field of chemicals, it has proved again difficult to set 

requirements for the content in products.   

In the following discussion, Business Europe claimed that the verification procedure for 

the content of Bisphenol A was too vague and that it needed to be strengthened in order 

to ensure equal treatment and fair competition. COCIR as member of Business Europe 

would come up with a proposal shortly. The Commission expressed its surprise since 

https://procurement-forum.eu/
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COCIR had been closely associated to the criteria development process, but promised to 

check this right after the meeting. 

Regarding the Beryllium criterion, which had been part of an earlier version of the 

criteria, the Commission confirmed that this award criterion was taken out. 

 

12. Update on GPP criteria under development/revision 

The Commission reported about the adoption of the criteria for Waste Water Treatment 

Infrastructure and Sanitary Tapware and invited members to provide feedback on the 

experience of the use of the criteria, success stories, but also problems. Imaging 

Equipment criteria and Toilet criteria should be published before the end of the year. It 

has not been possible to develop meaningful criteria on the take-back scheme in the 

Imaging Equipment criteria. 

The criteria development process for Windows and Doors has been put on hold. The 

reasons for it were challenges regarding the comparative environmental assessment of 

different construction materials, as well as the fact that the criteria would be of relevance 

for the limited area of existing buildings with a renovation volume below 25% (cost or 

volume). Moreover, legal consideration led to a reduction in the number of requirements, 

so that the criteria would not have had a substantial added value and corresponding 

benefits for the environment.  

The process to develop GPP criteria for Office (and potentially Street) Lighting led by the 

lighting industry is delayed. A new timeline should be available soon. 

Then, JRC gave short presentation on the criteria for different product groups: 

 

a) Buildings (see presentation attached) 

After the presentation, the general approach was welcomed by several speakers. It was 

recommended to work closely together with existing networks on the Procurement Forum 

and the SCI-Network, but also with a network in Switzerland. Moreover, it has been 

asked to check new standards in the Netherlands and in Switzerland. Finally, the criteria 

should be more specific when monitoring is required. 

 

b) Textiles (see presentation attached) 

After the presentation, the need for easy verification was underlined and that end-of-life 

issues should be taken into account. A specific question on the acceptance of other labels 

or certification schemes has been asked. Innovative form of procurement such as circular 

procurements and take back should be considered. Studies developed by WRAP on 

textiles durability and on LCA/LCC have been also mentioned. 

 

c) Hydronic Heaters (see presentation attached) 

After the presentation, there were diverging views on the need for such a product group. 

The Commission underlined that this product group has been developed together with 

Ecolabel, and that the added work load to formulate GPP criteria after the development of 

the Ecolabel criteria has been comparatively low. 

 

d) Furniture (see presentation attached) 

There was no debate after the presentation.  
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e) Paints and Varnishes (see presentation attached) 

After the presentation, the following points were raised: 

- Are masonry paints for preservation works addressed? (yes, this is confirmed) 

- How significant are the Public Procurements of paints in terms of volume? JRC 

will check back and forward any relevant information. 

- How hazardous substances could be addressed as particularly relevant for this 

product group? There is an overall requirement on the final product classification 

and JRC may also propose restrictions on specific priority ingredients. 

- How will other ecolabels be integrated into the verification? It would need to be 

justified where the criteria might be different from the EU ecolabel. It is proposed 

that test results that are equivalents would be accepted. 

 

f) Computer and Laptops (see presentation attached) 

After the presentation, the following points were raised: 

- How can the question of recycled content verification be tackled? 

- Where can the underlined criteria for Energy Star be found? These need to be 

specified in Public Procurements. 

- Tablets should be included in the scope. Reference made to a procurement pilot 

study in the Netherlands 

- The prolongation of the useful life of the equipment is crucial. LCC guidance 

should be given in this field. 

 

g) Roads (see presentation attached) 

After the presentation, the following points were raised: 

- How to deal with potential trade-offs between reduced rolling resistance and 

safety? 

- Would embodied carbon, noise emission and noise barriers (made of concrete, 

soil as integrated part of the earth works, etc.) be included? (yes, taking also into 

account the feedbacks provided by the stakeholders to the first questionnaire) 

 

 

13. Any other business 

Switzerland, as incoming chair of the G11 group, invited the AG to hold its next meeting 

in April 2014 in the City of Bern. 
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Annex 1.  

 

Update o GPP related developments by GPP AG Members in their countries and 

organisations 

This Annex has been put together by using AG Members written submissions provided 

after the meeting. 

Belgium: 

 the federal, regional and local levels are working on national coordination on SPP;  

 discussions are taking place in the ministries on how to implement the EE Directive 

(art. 5 and art.6); 

 the federal level is working on strategic sustainable instructions for buyers; 

 collaborating in the organisation of Ecoprocura (September 2014, Ghent); 

 work on the revision of the SPP website; 

 research on material/resource criteria by the Flemish waste department. 

 

Croatia: 

The Ministry of Environmental and Nature Protection is participating in a project ˝Green 

Public Procurement – GPP 2020˝ (coordinated by UNDP Croatia; supervised by ICLEI). 

This national-level Project was launched in September 2013 and is intended to help 

public-sector bodies conduct green public procurement (use GPP criteria in tenders). 

Other participating institutions include several Government/public bodies/agencies and 

local authorities (municipalities). The main goals of the project are:   

- train the public administration (public servants in Procurement Departments) to procure 

energy-efficient and environmentally friendly goods, works and services 

- promote the integration of green public procurement criteria into regular training 

programs; 

- encourage networking among public bodies/bodies that conduct public procurement 

procedures. 

Along with the training, the GPP 2020 will ensure that actual public procurement 

procedures using GPP criteria are conducted in the following years (participating entities 

are obliged to carry out at least one per year until 2016.) 

The Ministry is currently updating its official webpage with all relevant information 

regarding GPP. 

Denmark: 

 A new government strategy on intelligent public procurement has been launched 

(late October 2013) – sustainability is one of three pillars in the strategy. It has 

some components/priority areas (and actions) with relevance for GPP – especially 
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performance-based criteria, greening public procurement and TCO. One of the 

more interesting actions in the strategy is that it is now compulsory for the state to 

procure sustainable wood for different product groups. 

 A web toolbox on sustainable public procurement will soon be launched. The 

toolbox communicates the EU GPP criteria as well as national guidance 

documents. 

 We are streamlining our two national initiatives on GPP – the Forum for 

sustainable procurement (focusing on knowledge sharing and networking) and our 

Partnership for green public procurement (where we have binding procurement 

goals for the partners). Currently, the Forum is focusing on following thematic 

areas: TCO, circular procurement (resource efficiency and procurement), and 

ambassadors for/training in GPP. The partnership is developing new goals or are 

updating goals on sustainable wood, textiles, professional kitchen equipment and 

lighting. 

 We have launched 7 business cases on GPP – focusing on the impact at suppliers 

in terms of job creation, export opportunities etc. as well as environmental 

impact. It was a part of the last EU GPP newsletter. 

 

Estonia: 

 The main activities have been GPP training and developing the Public Procurement 

Register. There have been 3 GPP trainings this year so far, based on the „Baltic GPP 

programme Train the trainers“. Also some more (2-3) trainings are planned for this 

year. The trainings have been very popular and informative. Hopefully these trainings 

have encouraged people to use more GPP criteria in their procurements.  

  The e-procurement environment was launched on 2 February 2011 in order to 

provide innovative workspace for contracting authorities for organising public 

procurements and for tenderers for participating in public procurements. The 

environment consists of an information portal where all relevant procurement 

information is gathered and of a Public Procurement Register through which 

contracting authorities can publish procurements and tenderers can participate therein. 

Now we are developing our Public Procurement Register by including some GPP 

criteria in the system, so that contracting authorities can easily select the GPP criteria 

therein. They will just need to click on the GPP criteria they would like to use and 

these criteria will be incorporated in tender documents. So we are giving contracting 

authorities a selective list with GPP criteria for certain product groups and step by 

step we are going to add product groups. Also it will be easier for us to monitor the 

use of GPP criteria.   

 

Finland: 

 A new government decision-in-principle on the promotion of sustainable 

environmental and energy solutions (cleantech solutions) in public procurement 

repeals the previous GPP action plan from 2009. The new decision, which is binding 

for central government authorities, sets targets for food, construction, transports, 

electricity, waste management and products and services with environmental impacts.  
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 The goal of the decision-in-principle is to promote the creation and implementation of 

cleantech solutions as first references. First references are new or essentially 

improved cleantech solutions. The Government requires that, in all government 

procurements, the goal is a comprehensive solution, which promotes energy and 

environmental goals and utilises cleantech solutions in the most economically 

advantageous way.  

 Here is the link to the decision in English: 

http://www.tem.fi/files/37754/GOVERNMENT_DECISION-IN-

PRINCIPLE_ON_THE_PROMOTION_OF_SUSTAINABLE_ENVIRONMENTAL

_AND_ENERGY_SOLUTIONS_(CLEANTECH_SOLUTIONS)_IN_PUBLIC_PRO

CUREMENT.pdf  

 Motiva has published procurement guidance and criteria for lamps (indoor), 

bioenergy heating services and forthcoming are catering services and updated 

guidance for IT-products. We have also had national workshops on the EU GPP 

background reports on textiles and IT, the results of which will be communicated to 

JRC. 

 Motiva is also in the national working group implementing the EED Article 6. The 

article will be seen as implemented through the above mentioned Decision in 

Principle. 

 

Germany: 

Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology: 

 Alliance for Sustainable Procurement ("Allianz für Nachhaltige Beschaffung"), 

chaired by the Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology: progress report in its 

fourth year of existence was adopted in Mid-November 2013 to be published in the 

end of November 2013. Work was continued in five expert groups covering topics 

such as e-mobility, public transportation, resource efficiency, standards and 

monitoring issues. 

 National Competence Center for Sustainable Public Procurement ("Kompetenzstelle 

für nachhaltige Beschaffung"): continues to provide information and advisory 

services to contracting authorities. Website in operation since spring of 2013. 

 Center of Excellence for Innovative Procurement ("Kompetenzzentrum Innovative 

Beschaffung KO-INNO): in operation since May 2013. The Center's (www.koinno-

bmwi.de) objective is to strengthen the innovation orientation of public procurement 

and to increase the share of innovation-oriented procurement. Contracting authorities 

are supported by providing background information, targeted events with best-

practice examples and case discussions. The Center advises and informs buyers from 

companies and municipalities on the various aspects of innovative public 

procurement. 

 

German Environment Agency (UBA): 

Relaunch Website:  

 www.umweltbundesamt.de 

 www.beschaffung-info.de 

http://www.tem.fi/files/37754/GOVERNMENT_DECISION-IN-PRINCIPLE_ON_THE_PROMOTION_OF_SUSTAINABLE_ENVIRONMENTAL_AND_ENERGY_SOLUTIONS_(CLEANTECH_SOLUTIONS)_IN_PUBLIC_PROCUREMENT.pdf
http://www.tem.fi/files/37754/GOVERNMENT_DECISION-IN-PRINCIPLE_ON_THE_PROMOTION_OF_SUSTAINABLE_ENVIRONMENTAL_AND_ENERGY_SOLUTIONS_(CLEANTECH_SOLUTIONS)_IN_PUBLIC_PROCUREMENT.pdf
http://www.tem.fi/files/37754/GOVERNMENT_DECISION-IN-PRINCIPLE_ON_THE_PROMOTION_OF_SUSTAINABLE_ENVIRONMENTAL_AND_ENERGY_SOLUTIONS_(CLEANTECH_SOLUTIONS)_IN_PUBLIC_PROCUREMENT.pdf
http://www.tem.fi/files/37754/GOVERNMENT_DECISION-IN-PRINCIPLE_ON_THE_PROMOTION_OF_SUSTAINABLE_ENVIRONMENTAL_AND_ENERGY_SOLUTIONS_(CLEANTECH_SOLUTIONS)_IN_PUBLIC_PROCUREMENT.pdf
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/
http://www.beschaffung-info.de/
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 Find:  

- guidelines and training materials on GPP 

- tender recommendations 

- LCC Tool 

- Good Practices 

- legal opinions 

- Links and news on GPP 

 

Updated training materials 

New guidelines 

 TVs 

 municipal vehicles 

 recycled board 

 cleaning agents and services 

 wallpaper 

co- operation with BITKOM (German Association for ICT and New Media) 

 new GPP guidelines on: 

- Notebooks 

- PC 

 GPP guidelines in development: 

- printer 

- monitors 

ongoing/ future activities 2014 

 Development of product specific LCC-tools 

 Legal opinion on Public Procurement Reform 

 Research on GPP monitoring; development of methodology for GPP 

monitoring and calculation of benefits 

 

ICLEI: 

 GPP 2020 aims to mainstream low-carbon procurement across Europe in support of 

the EU’s goals to achieve a 20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, a 20% 

increase in the share of renewable energy and a 20% increase in energy efficiency by 

2020.  

To this end, GPP 2020 will implement more than 100 low-carbon tenders, which will 

directly result in substantial CO₂ savings. Moreover, GPP 2020 is running a capacity 

building programme that includes trainings and exchange. Find out more at 

www.gpp2020.eu/ 

 ICLEI will be updating the Procura+ Manual early next year. This will take into 

account the new Directives. www.procuraplus.org/en/about-procura/procura-manual/ 

http://www.gpp2020.eu/
http://www.procuraplus.org/en/about-procura/procura-manual/
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 The Procurement of Innovation (PPI) Platform and the new version of the 

Procurement Forum will be launched 29 October 2014 by the Vice President of the 

EC. The online Platform will provide a place to find out all things PPI and PCP 

related. The web address in www.innovation-procurement.org and 

www.procurement-forum.eu. 

 ICLEI is developing PPI Guidance as part of the PPI Project: www.innovation-

procurement.org/. There will be public consultation on this guide from 15 January – 

28 February 2014. The PPI Project Consortium is also launching a PPI Award - 

www.innovation-procurement.org/award/ 

 EcoProcura 2014 conference will take place in Ghent 24-26 September 2014. If 

anyone else wants to link up any activities or events to the conference please contact 

Mark Hidson from ICLEI. www.ecoprocura.eu/ghent2014/ 

 ICLEI is launching the INNOCAT project as a European collaboration between 

public and private buyers who wish to procure eco-innovative catering products and 

services. We are looking to identify further public authorities and companies who are 

interested in following the activities of the project, and participating in procurement 

activities. services. Find out more at www.innocat.eu 

 ICLEI will be launching the sustainable timber guidance at the Creating Sustainable 

Timber Markets event on the 6 November 2013: www.sustainable-timber-action.org/. 

Also at this event will be the launch of the Sustainable Tropical Timber Coalition. All 

are encouraged to sign up to this coalition. 

 

Lithuania: 

In 2013, functions between institutions were redistributed: the Public Procurement Office 

is responsible for monitoring GPP, the Ministry of Environment is responsible for policy 

formulation, the Environmental Protection Agency implements GPP criteria, consults 

contracting authorities and tenderers.  

This year new GPP products groups will be adopted: indoor lighting design and 

installation, sanitary tapware. 

Malta: 

During 2013, the GPP Office has noted a gradual increase in tenders being compliant 

with the GPP criteria. At this point, the Ministry for Sustainable Development, the 

Environment and Climate Change is looking at ways in which Green Public Procurement 

can be used in the implementation of environmental policy. The GPP Office is also 

looking into the possibility of setting information sessions and seminars targeting 

representatives of local councils and public procurers, in order to raise awareness on the 

benefits of GPP. 

Netherlands:  

 From 1 January 2014 the Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Affairs will be 

coordinating SPP from their leading responsibility and task to centralise public 

procurement at the federal level. The Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment 

will remain responsible for setting the environmental goals for SPP and will 

coordinate the Dutch contribution in the EU for GPP. Our common focus is raising 

http://www.innovation-procurement.org/
http://www.procurement-forum.eu/
http://www.innovation-procurement.org/
http://www.innovation-procurement.org/
http://www.innovation-procurement.org/award/
http://www.ecoprocura.eu/ghent2014/
http://www.innocat.eu/
http://www.sustainable-timber-action.org/
http://www.sustainable-timber-action.org/the-coalition/


14 

the ambition level for SPP towards a more professionalised and sustainable public 

procurement policy. As a result we are developing a new simplified SPP framework 

and criteria documents.   

 The policy evaluation on GPP (social criteria/framework for SPP is excluded and will 

be evaluation next year) is nearly finalized and will be published at the end of this 

year.  

 A consortium of market participants, government principals and knowledge institutes 

that have an overarching commitment and interest in improving the sustainability of 

infrastructure and public facilities have signed a green deal (declaration of intent) 

with the aim to implement and mainstream the Sustainable Infrastructure Project 

(www.duurzaamgww.nl), a shared initiative of this consortium. 

 As part of our recent national action plan on waste and resources we are assessing 

with pilot projects how public procurement can contribute to the circular economy  

 As a result of our communication strategy on implementing SPP, PIANOo and NEVI 

have organised 4 regional events for public procurers from local and regional 

government on professional procurement that will take place this November and 

December with workshops on functional procurement and best practices from local 

and regional front runners.  

 

Norway:  

 There are difficulties in maintaining the criteria updated. Norway is now translating 

the EU ones and focusing on 3 product groups. The current GPP uptake is about 70%. 

However, there are a great deal of complaints, mainly related to the verification of 

environmental consideration and the use of LCC which is mandatory in the 

Norwegian procurement law. 

 Innovation is also a topic for Norway, and they are also in a process of centralising 

the procurement. They have just had a politic government change, and it is not clear 

yet if the environment will be high on the new government's agenda. 

 

Slovakia: 

 Slovak Environment Agency (SEA) published new guidance for public procurers 

in September. It is focused on practical implementation of core GPP criteria. It is 

published on the website http://www.sazp.sk/public/index/go.php?id=1720. 

 SEA in participation with the Ministry of Environment is working on product 

guidelines for Cleaning products and services and Construction. They should be 

finished until the end of this year. 

 SEA is preparing new questionnaire for GPP monitoring in Slovakia, which 

should be simpler than the previous one. 
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 SEA in participation with the Ministry of Environment organises GPP seminars 

for public procurers. Seminars are based on a practical implementation of the core 

GPP criteria. 

 

Sweden: 

 The Swedish Environmental Protection Agency has conducted a survey among 

public authorities regarding their implementation of GPP. The result will be 

published in the end of November. EPA will send an abstract in English of the 

result to the Commission. 

 The Swedish Government decided to organize all support to public procurement 

in the Competition Authority from 1st July 2014. This will also affect the work 

done by SEMCo, the Swedish Environment Management Council. 

 Regarding GPP criteria work SEMCo is currently conduction a pre-study on 

hazardous substances in pre-school procured products as toys, children furniture, 

mattresses, plastic plates and cups. The plan is to develop GPP criteria for these 

product groups in the near future (2014-15). Electricity, transportation services, 

food products, cleaning services, indoor and outdoor lighting are currently under 

up-dating. Medical equipment will be published after inter-service consultation in 

the Commission, hopefully before the end of 2013. 

 

United Kingdom: 

 We have been exploring ways of doing more work with less, which has involved 

some reconsideration of the need for domestic standards and consideration of benefits 

of feeding more directly into contracts and tenders. As procurement is becoming more 

centralised, this is becoming more effective a means of engaging. So we are 

beginning to look at a generic process tool, building on existing tools. 

 Implementation of EED Article 6. We are exploring how this requirement can be put 

in place in practice, as well as  considering what is needed to implement. 

 We continue to work on some standards/guidance. These include vehicles, ICT, food, 

furniture, timber and textiles. We have also carried out a review of our construction 

standards and this report will shortly be published/ 

 We are reporting on progress in the annual Greening Government Commitments 

report. This is due to be published in December 2013. 

 We are seeking to put in place a project about building innovation/circular economy 

principles into a procurement exercise. This will be a collaborative exercise with 

WRAP and the Government Procurement Service.  

 We have commissioned some research on how we can use ecolabel and private sector 

labels in public procurement, for verification purposes as well as for setting a 

standard which has reputational benefit to the organisation. 


