
 
 

GPP Helpdesk Webinar – Sustainable events 
 

Purpose & 

framework 

Green Public Procurement (GPP) is an important tool to achieve 

environmental policy goals relating to climate change, resource use and 

sustainable consumption and production – especially given the 

importance of public sector spending on goods and services in Europe. 

GPP can be applied to contracts both above and below the financial 

threshold for application of the EU Public Procurement Directives.  

For many organisations, organising events forms part of their day-to-day 

business. For public sector organisations, particularly governments - 

cities, counties, regional and national governments or agencies - the 

organisation of sustainable events contributes to the positive image of a 

city and is increasingly linked to assets like tourism. Greening events is 

also an opportunity to foster a culture of sustainable development - 

towards the companies involved and also the people taking part in 

them. 

How much CO2 can an international congress generate? The 

international EcoProcura congress (held in Barcelona in September 

2006) was attended by 352 people from 50 different countries. Holding 

the congress generated 644 tonnes of CO2 emissions. 99.8% of 

emissions were generated by attendee travel, while the remaining 0.2% 

corresponded to trips for technical visits and to the energy consumed in 

the lighting and climate control of the areas where the event was held 

(source: City of Barcelona Sustainable Congresses Guide). 

This is the first of two Webinars that will be organised during 2018. The 

Webinars form part of the service provided through the European 

Commission’s Helpdesk on GPP. They provide a forum to inform 

stakeholders working in the field of public sector procurement about 

important new developments in the resources available and legislative 

context for GPP, and provide an opportunity for discussion. 

Date & time Thursday 28 June 2018, from 14:30 - 16:00 (Brussels time) 

Language English  

Organisers ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability, on behalf of the European 

Commission (DG Environment) 



 
 

Topics & format The Webinar will feature three presentations from a range of public 

sector experts working on the organisation of sustainable events 

(meetings and small sized events). These will address the following: 

• Main issues impacting sustainability in holding an event and 

practical tips to mitigate these during planning and execution 

phases. Main issues will focus on venue selection, waste 

(prevention, reduction and management), catering, mobility and 

accommodation.  

• Strategies and criteria to use to address the main issues through 

public tendering or direct contracting during the main 

organisational stages: planning, organisation, celebration and 

disassembly and evaluation 

• Presentation of useful tools and practical guidance for event 

organisers. 

Opportunities for questions and comments from those taking part in the 

online event will be also provided. 

 

Featured speakers  • Introduction, Amalia Ochoa, ICLEI - Local Governments for 

Sustainability  

• Organising sustainable events - experiences from the City of 

Barcelona (Catalonia, Spain), Bettina Schaefer, Ecoinstitut 

Barcelona 

• Certified sustainable events - the experience from the Austria 

Centre Vienna, Karin Stattmann, Austria Centre Vienna (Austria)  

• Further speaker to be confirmed 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Target audience • Public procurement authorities, public purchasers and policy-

makers from public and semi-public entities  

• Private sector representatives including SMEs, manufacturers 

and suppliers  

• European policy-makers  

• Multipliers (for example, NGOs, environment agencies, scientific 

institutions, international organisations)  

Registration Participation is free of charge.  

Prior registration is essential, however. You will be sent more 

information upon registering. 

Register by visiting: https://bit.ly/2rAH0wB  

 


