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Minutes of the meeting of the GPP Advisory Group  

13-14 March 2013  

DG Environment, Brussels  

1. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted with the change of adding a point "Presentation on the 

development of GPP criteria in Finland". It was later decided to switch the order of 

points 6. and 7. 

2. Information on the legislative progress on the modernisation of the Public 

Procurement Directives 

DG ENV informed that, in March, an informal trilogue has started with the participation 

of the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission with the aim to find a 

compromise on the final text of the directives. The main outstanding issues that relate to 

sustainable public procurement are the use of the lowest price option, LCC rules, the use 

of eco-labels and other type of labels, and the application of social criteria. ICLEI 

indicated that they engage in the process by submitting comments on the draft text under 

discussion.  

3. Update by members of the Advisory Group (AG) on GPP related developments in 

their MS and organisations 

See Annex 1 that summarises participants' interventions on this point. 

4. Report from the G 11 meeting on 12/13 March 

Jo Versteven, current chair of the group, explained that it was decided that the group 

intends to do work on public procurement and innovation, on the link between policies 

and legislation, and on the assessment and benefits of GPP in the near future. The group's 

recommendations for the Commission is, firstly, to prepare a roadmap on working 

towards sustainable, not only green public procurement and, secondly, an inventory of 

GPP references in EU legislations, programmes, activities. 

5. Next steps for the prioritisation for GPP product group developments/revisions  

DG ENV recapitulated the steps in the prioritisation process so far: firstly, the creation of 

a shortlist of possible priority product groups; secondly, the evaluation of these groups 

via the UNEP/DEFRA prioritisation tool; and thirdly, the aggregation of the results by 

DG ENV.  

Participants had a detailed discussion on how to proceed with the selection of product 

groups for criteria development or reviews for the near future. As an outcome of the 
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debate, it was decided that small working groups will be formed to further examine seven 

product groups and to prepare recommendations if the product group should be a subject 

of a GPP criteria development/revision. The members of these groups will be recruited 

on a voluntary basis following nominations by AG Members. The product groups for 

examination are: waste management systems, data centres, facility management of 

buildings, maintenance of public space, event organisation, paper and food. The objective 

is that these working groups finalise their recommendations before the next GPP AG 

meeting in September or October. Several members of the AG indicated their interest in 

specific product groups. DG ENV will ask participants for a written confirmation.  See 

related presentation attached. 

6. Presentation of the SEAD (Super-efficient Equipment and Appliance Deployment 

Initiative) guide on Monitoring and Evaluation Systems of GPP programs 

DG ENV provided some information on this international initiative in the area of energy-

efficient procurement, which is mainly lead by the USA. Its procurement program is 

focussing on: 

• Accelerating the procurement of energy-efficient street lights; 

• Sharing best practices for energy-efficient procurement; 

• Improving the monitoring and evaluation of green public procurement programs; and 

• Cataloguing energy purchasing requirements 

And is intending to add work on LCC methodologies. 

AG members were invited to get involved in the programme. Jenny Corry 

(jcorry@clasponline.org) and Kavita Ravi (Kavita.Ravi@Hq.Doe.Gov) can be contacted 

for SEAD's procurement programme. 

Bettina Schaefer from Ecoinstitute Barcelona presented in more detail the on-going work 

with SEAD on the preparation of a guide on monitoring and evaluation. See presentation 

attached. 

7. Information on the reflections on GPP in the framework of the European Resource 

Efficiency Platform 

ICLEI and DG ENV debriefed about the on-going work on GPP in the framework of the 

European Resource Efficiency Platform (EREP) (more here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/resource_efficiency/re_platform/). The Platform's 

objective is to provide high-level guidance to the European Commission, Members States 

and private actors on the transition to a more resource-efficient economy. A working 

group, and, consequently, a drafting group on GPP (incl. DG ENV and ICLEI) has been 

established that is currently working on a set of recommendations for actions. The draft 

recommendations include proposals for a clearer legal framework of what is possible 

under GPP, the establishment of a European GPP network to increase capacity and 

awareness, improved monitoring, further harmonisation of applied criteria on priority 

products, more use of cost/benefit analyses. EREP will publish its recommendations in 

June 2013. 

mailto:jcorry@clasponline.org
mailto:Kavita.Ravi@Hq.Doe.Gov
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In the ensuing discussions, the need for a stronger harmonisation of GPP was questioned, 

and it was highlighted that it was more essential to actually implement GPP. A call was 

made for a stronger alignment of environmental and innovation procurement.  

DG ENV also informed members about the publication of the results of the public 

consultation on GPP, conducted in 2012. They can be found here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/pdf/results_consultation.pdf.  

8. Information on the guidance under development on the public procurement rules 

under the Energy Efficiency Directive 

DG ENV reported on the on-going preparation of a guidance document for the 

implementation of the Energy Efficiency Directive that was adopted in June 2012. 

Provisions relevant for GPP most importantly relate to the requirement for central 

governments to purchase only products, buildings and services with high energy 

efficiency. The guidance document, that is to be finalised in April 2013, will provide 

clarifications among other issues on the scope of bodies and contracts that are covered 

and on the way the attached conditionalities should be interpreted and verified. See 

related presentation attached. 

In the ensuing discussions, the following questions were touched upon: the ambition level 

of the procurement rules (in the light of the restricted scope and the possibility to not buy 

the most energy efficient products under specific circumstances), the difficulties of their 

application in the case of services. 

9. Update on the Sustainable Public Procurement Initiative by UNEP 

See the attached presentation made by Farid Yaker (UNEP). 

10. Presentation on the development of GPP criteria in Finland 

See the attached presentation made by Isa-Maria Bergman (Motiva, Finland). 

In the ensuing discussion, Belgium highlighted that the mentioned difficulties as regards 

the application of the Clean Vehicles Directive for heavy duty vehicle procurement have 

also been encountered in Belgium, and that there is a urgent need to remedy this problem. 

11. Update on GPP criteria under development/revision  

DG ENV presented the attached Work Plan. The Joint Research Centre gave a short 

presentation on the development of GPP criteria for textiles and Sweden on criteria for 

medical devices. See presentations attached. 

12. Discussions on the draft GPP criteria for Imaging Equipment 

JRC gave a short presentation on the criteria (see attached). During the discussion the 

following issues were raised: 

 if a reference to "the latest version" of the Energy star should be made or to the 

"version 2.0"; 

 the necessity to ensure that remanufactured toners are accepted; 

 the inclusion of an award criterion for higher energy efficiency; 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/pdf/results_consultation.pdf
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 the need for a thorough assessment on the ambition level of the stand-by mode 

criterion; 

 the need of indicating the costs and benefits of the criteria; 

 the possibility of piloting the criteria; 

 the take-back obligation which might come into effect long after the end of the 

contract; 

 if the hazardous substances criterion should rely on testing instead of self-

declaration, and if such criteria would be used by procurers with limited 

knowledge on chemicals. 

The comments will be taken into account, alongside the comments received from other 

stakeholders in the draft criteria that will go into Commission Inter-service consultation 

in the coming weeks. 

13. Discussions on a new proposed approach to GPP criteria for Office Buildings 

JRC gave a short presentation on the criteria (see attached). During the discussion the 

following main issues were raised: 

 the need to include a criterion on indoor air quality; 

 focus should be on countries where there is no established systems in this area 

(such as BREEAM, HQE etc). 

JRC is planning to present a new draft in the coming months. 

14. Presentation of Scoping Document on GPP criteria for Roads 

JRC gave a short presentation on the envisaged scope for the future criteria (see 

attached). During the discussion the following main issues were raised: 

 need to look at the use of noise absorbing surfaces 

 need to consider whether road marking should be covered under the road or under  

the paints criteria (the latter will be the case) 

A questionnaire will be sent out to stakeholders shortly after the meeting, inviting them 

for input on the scope and further aspects of relevance for the criteria development.   

15. Any other business 

DG ENV has invited AG Members to come forward if they wish to host the next AG 

meeting in the second half of 2013. 
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Annex 1 (Point 3) 

 

Update on GPP related developments by GPP AG Members in their countries and 

organisations 

 

This Annex has been put together by using AG Members written submissions and oral 

reports given at the meeting. 

 

Austria: 

 Implementation of procurement related articles oft he Energy Efficiency Directive 

(2012/27/EU) into Federal Public Procurement Act.  The relevant provisions will be 

implemented by the Federal Procurement Act, which is currently under revision. It 

will come into force by 1 Jan 2014. 

 Evaluation of the Austrian action plan on sustainable public procurement. It will be 

evaluated by end of 2013. Data collection (Federal Procurement Agency, data from 

interviews with public procurers replicating the status quo analysis from 2008 and 

further sources) is under way.  

 In parallel, the revision of GPP criteria is under way. The revised criteria based on the 

EU-GPP criteria are discussed with experts from Federal Procurement Agency, 

procurers from ministries and other public authorities, industry and other 

stakeholders. The revised criteria should be adopted by the government before the 

election in Oct 2013. 

 

Belgium: 

 A discussion is taken place between the federal ministries on (1) a framework for 

monitoring the federal car-fleet and (2) revision of instructions on buying green 

vehicles based on the existing instruments and legislation; 

 Chairing the G11 of European GPP frontrunner from January until June 2013; 

 The federal ministry for SD is translating ICLEI's Landmark-documents into French 

and Dutch. In the coming months, it will see if piloting of social criteria would be 

possible based on the guidelines and best practices in these documents; 

 Flemish Region: Approval of the second Flemish Sustainable Public Procurement 

Action Plan (period 2012-2014) with the ambition to achieve 100% sustainable 

public procurement by 2020. Focus on monitoring, framework contracts, closing of 

material cycles and the use of recycled materials, PPI, helpdesk SPP 

 Walloon Region: working on a SPP-strategy for the region 
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Bulgaria: 

 On-going training activities for civil servants that are in charge of GPP. The training 

concentrates on benefits and horizontal issues. 

 Guidelines on GPP has been issued 

 Bulgaria has mandatory targets on some product groups 

 Concerning monitoring, all agencies are now obliged to report through the use of a 

public registry 

 

Denmark: 

 Working around the concept of "Intelligent PP" that explores how can we use public 

procurement to drive green innovation 

 Through the voluntary partnership of municipalities, binding procurement rules on 

building and transport has been set up 

 Work on new rules on textiles, toys, timber and medical equipment  

 Various training and e-learning activities on GPP 

 Establishment of a common web platform for communicating green and social 

criteria 

 

Estonia: 

 Actions with e-procurement platform: preparing the further platform development 

and preparing the EU GPP criteria for the platform. The system will work as follows: 

when preparing the procurement, the procurer can choose the criteria uploaded to the 

platform. In case the procurer chooses all the core criteria, the procurement will be 

labelled as green. From 2013 out of the total value of all procurements, 50% has to be 

done through the e-platform environment, so this means it is a good way to promote 

GPP. 

 Training program for public sector "green office and green public procurement" 

 

Finland: 

 A draft for a Government Principal decision for e-innovative and sustainable public 

procurement has been published for comments. The decision reaffirms the GPP 

objectives related to the priority areas of food, construction, energy use  and transport 

and brings forth a strong emphasis on Public Procurement of Innovation(PPI) of 

cleaner technologies in the areas of construction, energy, water and waste 

management.  One suggestion is to strengthen the GPP advisory service with a PPI 

coordination role. The final decision is foreseen during this spring. 
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 The first new national criteria for cars and vans, personal transport services and 

public transport services have been published in guidance document on the website of 

the GPP advisory service of Motiva at www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/tietopankki 

Also, a guidance on Energy Performance Contracting has been developed with the 

focus on large EPC projects. 

 During 2013 forthcoming guidances on catering and food, cleaning services, event 

services, heating systems, indoor lighting and IT. Background information will be 

published on textiles and heavy duty vehicles and non road mobile machinery. 

 Motiva will organise two multi-stakeholder workshops on the EU criteria on textiles 

and imaging equipment. We will also try to activate stakeholders to participate in the 

early process of the EU GPP criteria. 

 A working group for the implementation of EED Article 6 has been formed. Isa and 

Taina are both participating in this. 

 Furthermore, Motiva participates in two EU-projects: Baltic GPP and InnoCAT  

 As announced at the meeting, MOTIVA can take the lead in scanning the 

prerequisites for renewing food services criteria. And we will participate in event 

organisation as we are developing own criteria and guidance there. 

 

France: 

 « Exemplary State » policy (Etat exemplaire- « central public authorities leading by 

example » ). The year 2011 showed good results: reduction of 12% of energy use (in 

value) from 2009 until 2011, 91% of bought or rented vehicles emit less than 120g 

CO2/km, reduction of 30% of purchase of paper from 2009 until 2011, 0,6 printing 

material per employee (0,76 in 2010), social / gender balance : 28% of women in high 

level management etc. The policy will be revised in order to integrate new items 

(more social criteria, EU developments, etc.). 

 

 New governmental objective (for central administrations) that at least 25% of new 

bought vehicles per year are electrical. 

 

 Coordination of regional SPP practitioner networks: organisation of meetings, 

exchanges of information and best practices, website. 

 

 The National SPP action plan will be revised, in order to, notably, establish 

quantitative objectives, take into account EU developments, and strengthen 

communication and monitoring of the plan. A task force is drafting the part 

concerning the energy aspects of public procurement. The 20 most energy-relevant 

products and services have been selected. The group is defining proposals to enhance 

energetic efficiency for each of them.  

 

 Organisation of a national conference about public procurement and innovation on 11 

April 2013 

 

 

http://www.motivanhankintapalvelu.fi/tietopankki
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Germany: 

1. General Administrative provision for the procurement of energy-efficient products and 

service: On January 16th the Cabinet approved the extension of the “General 

administrative provision for the procurement of energy-efficient products and services”. 

The provision applies to all procurement procedures of federal authorities in Germany 

above and below EU-thresholds. The extension will run for a period of four years.  

2. Alliance of Sustainable Public Procurement: In January the „Alliance for Sustainable 

Public Procurement“ had its kick-off meeting for 2013. The expert 

groups “Electromobility”, “Public  transport”, “Standards” and “Statistics/Monitoring” 

will continue their work in 2013. The newly established expert group “Resource 

efficiency” started its work this year. The topic “Sustainable building” is handled, not by 

an expert group, but by the Federal Ministry of Transport, Building and Urban 

Development.  

3. Competence Center for Sustainable Public Procurement: The web-based information 

platform with information and guidance on SPP/GPP is supposed to go online in March 

2013.   

4. Competence Center for Innovative Public Procurement: The Federal Ministry for 

Economics & Technologies founded a “Competence center for Innovative Public 

Procurement” in February. The Competence center is going to implement lighthouse 

projects that will be concerned especially with pre-commercial procurement. 

 

ICLEI: 

 GPP 2020 project aims to build capacity amongst public authorities for the 

implementation of GPP for energy related products, services and works procurement; 

build capacity amongst procurement training providers, integrate of GPP into regular 

procurement training programmes; support the implementation of GPP tenders; 

promote knowledge transfer of GPP approaches, and innovative technologies and 

services and enhance permanent GPP support structures in specific countries. 

 INNOCAT project will structure and coordinate networking, capacity building, 

dissemination and procurement of eco-innovative products/services in the catering 

sector through the establishment of a transnational network of green public and 

private procurers. 

 Clean Fleets project assists public authorities and fleet operators with the 

implementation of the Clean Vehicles Directive and the procurement or leasing of 

clean and energy-efficient vehicles. http://www.clean-fleets.eu/ 

 PPI Platform Project will develop a highly interactive website, resource centre and 

collaboration forum. The project will provide procurement of innovation guidance, a 

conference, training session, an exchange programme and award raise awareness and 

support the implementation of innovative solutions through procurement. 

www.innovation-procurement.org - the platform will be launched in May/June 2013. 

http://www.clean-fleets.eu/
www.innovation-procurement.org
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 Sustainable Timber Action project focuses on how procurers can address both 

sustainable forest management and fair trade in timber procurement. 

http://www.sustainable-timber-action.org/ 

 The LANDMARK Project provides guidance and engagement opportunities to 

improve the living and working conditions of workers in Asia and parts of Sub-

Saharan Africa. http://www.landmark-project.eu/ 

 Topten initiative identifies and promotes the most energy efficient products on the 

market in a number of sectors - computers, cars, lighting, and others. 

http://www.topten.eu/professional.html 

 HAPPI project aims to establish the conditions for health institutions throughout 

Europe to collaborate in the purchase of “ageing well” and health innovative 

products, services and solutions. http://www.happi-project.eu/ 

 iNSPiRE project aims at conceiving, developing and demonstrating systemic 

packages for deep energy renovation of buildings, both in the residential and tertiary 

sectors. 

 

Italy:  

 State of art of Italian GPP Criteria and NAP: In Italy, right now, GPP criteria on 15 

products and 4 services have been approved by decree of the Minister of the 

environment
[1]

. A guideline on social criteria has been approved as well. The 

guideline in particular refers to a monitoring system of labour conditions along the 

supply chains and reflects the approach applied by some Northern Europe public 

authorities.  

 Moreover the update of the National Action Plan and GPP criteria on copiers and 

printing paper and street lighting is in progress too, as well as the definition of GPP 

criteria on other 6 product groups
[2]

.  

 Sectorial legislation on GPP: Under the law that transposed Directive 2009/33/EC on 

the promotion on clean and energy-efficiency road transport vehicles, Italian GPP 

criteria on transport are mandatory. As a consequence, public authorities can’t 

purchase, rent or lease cars that emit more than 130 g/Km carbon dioxide and the 

purchase of buses must be founded on the life cycle costing methodology established 

by the Directive.  

                                                 

[1]
 Products for which GPP criteria are in force are: Paper, copiers, printers, pc desktop and laptops, multifunctional 

devices, furniture, textiles, food, cleaning products, windows, street lightings, buses, passengers cars, soil improvers. 

Services for which GPP criteria are in force are: catering, energy for buildings, cleaning, car renting. 

[2]
 Cartridges, urban furniture (playgrounds, bins, benches, tables..), waste management, gardening, roads constructions 

and buildings. 

http://www.sustainable-timber-action.org/
http://www.landmark-project.eu/
http://www.topten.eu/professional.html
http://www.happi-project.eu/
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 On this topic, we would be pleased to receive updates on test methods for detecting 

emission data per Km on vehicles N2 and N3, to allow the application of LCC also 

on these vehicles categories. 

 About monitoring: Since 2010 the Authority in charge of monitoring Italian public 

contracts, monitors also the application of the GPP criteria adopted by minister of 

environment. Data from this monitoring system are now been processed. As the first 

result it appears that in this period, the 50% of public tenders on IT complied with 

relevant GPP criteria.  

 In 2011 a consulting company monitored public tenders on food and catering service 

for a billion of euro and noted that all these public tenders take into account in a 

whole or partially Italian GPP criteria on food and catering service. That’s a very 

important results considering the lack of political support and the voluntary based 

application.  

 In any case, Italian national central purchasing body (Consip) and the other central 

purchasing bodies that operate at a regional level always include green criteria in their 

public tenders. 

 

Malta: 

 Following Cabinet approval and publication of the new National Action Plan at the 

end of 2011 and its entry into force from 1 January 2012, GPP in Malta has been 

given a significant impetus. A mixture of mandatory and voluntary GPP uptake 

targets were established for 18 product and service groups. A comprehensive 

monitoring system has been established with almost all public tenders issued in Malta 

being screened by GPP Office and over 75% vetted for compliance with GPP 

requirements.  

 During 2012 there has been a gradual increase in tenders being compliant with the 

GPP criteria. During 2012, the Government of Malta has published some 3,277 

tenders amounting to over €460 million. Of these, 2,462 have been screened for 

compliance with GPP criteria by the GPP Office at the Ministry for Tourism, Culture 

and the Environment. Some 723 of these tenders fell within the scope of 18 product 

groups for which there are GPP targets as specified in the National Action Plan. 

These tenders amounted to approximately €146 million. 158 tenders amounting to 

around €30 million were fully compliant with GPP criteria. This amounts to 4.8% by 

number and 6.6% by value of all tenders published during this period and to 22% by 

number and approximately 21% by value of total tenders for GPP product groups. A 

GPP helpdesk facility has provided ongoing advice to public procurers and suppliers. 

A website www.gpp.gov.mt has been established and a series of national GPP 

guidance documents have been developed for 18 product and service group after 

extensive consultation.  

 Since January 2012 and to date, a total of 16 GPP information sessions were held 

targeting an audience of around 600 representatives of procurers and suppliers. These 

sessions, amongst other included dedicated training courses offered to public service 
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personnel involved in procurement processes, as well as sessions for green leaders, 

local councils, sector-specific contractors and suppliers, directors of corporate 

services of government ministries and departments as well as representatives of 

NGOs. This training has proven to be crucial in increasing the general level of 

awareness and understanding of the benefits of GPP amongst the private and public 

sectors. 

 

Netherlands:  

 From January 2014 the Ministry of the Interior will take over political responsibility 

and policy coordination for GPP/SPP. The Ministry of Environment will still have 

responsibility for the environmental aspects of GPP (and probably participate in the 

G11 and AG). It is not certain yet how this will affect the policy instruments for GPP 

(mainly  the product group criteria), especially for regional and local governments.  In 

September the outline of the new policy structure for GPP/SPP will probably be more 

clear.  

 Ongoing revisions within our current regime of product criteria are:  

o Catering: New document 2012 

o Paper, results expected by June 2013 

o Office Buildings new; Published March 1, 2013; new performance based 

approach, translation, next weeks available 

o Data Centers / networks: Draft report  (by city of Amsterdam), February 2013, 

Publication not planned yet, but expected by June 2013 

o Roads, new process approach / performance based approach (a bit like waste 

water treatment), publication expected by June 2013 

o New processes Buildings 2013: renovation (performance based approach), 

demolition (probably more guidance / process approach: April - Oct 2013 

o Printed Paper, results expected by May 2013 

 A communication and implementation strategy was recently developed for regional 

and local governments to raise awareness for (the benefits of) GPP and professional 

public procurement and put in place a number of communication and implementation 

activities for 2013. 

 We have recently started a policy evaluation on the environmental impacts and uptake 

of GPP, which will be finalized the end of this year. 

 

Poland: 

The Public Procurement Office issued in September 2012 a second guidebook on GPP. It 

concentrates on life-cycle costing (LCC) methods and examples, energy efficiency of 

buildings, energy labeling and tire labeling as well as information on the corresponding 

legal background. It is available at: http://www.uzp.gov.pl/cmsws/page/?D;1398. 

http://www.uzp.gov.pl/cmsws/page/?D;1398
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The PPO expanded the scope of information of the "Green Public Procurement" section 

at the PPO's website. This covers various aspects of GPP policy starting with an easy-to-

follow introduction, through to the legal framework directly or indirectly related to GPP, 

ECJ case law, a useful list of links to EU web pages and national strategies from selected 

member states, not to mention the Polish version of the EU GPP criteria. The section is 

updated on a regular basis. 

As the activities under SPP NAP for 2010-2012 were successfully concluded, the Public 

Procurement Office has drafted the SPP NAP for 2013-2016, which is currently under 

consultation. It is expected to be adopted in the 2nd quarter of 2013. Once adopted by the 

Council of Ministers, the SPP NAP for 2013-2016 shall constitute the high-level political 

support for the green and social considerations in tendering process by contracting 

authorities. The NAP does not provide for any mandatory criteria though, but focuses on 

soft measures as awareness raising activities and training events. 

 

Portugal: 

 The last national strategy was evaluated and the objectives established were overall 

achieved; 

 A new strategy has been prepared and is waiting for the Ministry's approval. The 

proposal includes 14 product groups (the last one included 7) and the procurement 

universe was broadened applying also to municipalities; 

 We foresee that the strategy will begin to be applied during 2013, starting with the 

revision of some criteria.   

 

Romania: 

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change of Romania will invite civil society to 

participate in the establishment of a Green Public Procurement Council. The objective of 

this Council is to create the framework for cooperation between the Government, civil 

society and other socio-economic entities. 

Within this framework the Romanian Council of GPP will support the adoption of green 

public procurement procedures in accordance with the European Commission 

recommendations. 

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change of Romania  aims to develop 

procurement regulations covering green/sustainable public procurement and promoting 

eco-responsible behaviour in accordance with the 2013-2016 Government Programme 

approved by the Romanian Parliament No.45 dated 21.12.2012.  

As is stated in the Environment Chapter of the enactment stated above, green public 

procurement includes:  

 The promotion of green public procurement and the introduction of environmental 

and social criteria that will improve the quality of products and services offered to 

citizens  
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 The encouragement of green public procurement by developing and approving an 

action plan for green public procurement aimed to:  

o Promote sustainable production and consumption patterns;  

o Encourage the development and application of clean and environmentally 

friendly technologies;. 

 Establish the criteria for procurement of green products and services 

 Information and awareness on the importance of public authorities to promote green 

public procurement of products and services. 

 

Slovakia: 

 NAP GPP II was adopted by the government in January 2012. The strategic target is 

to achieve the 65 % of GPP at central government level and 50 % at regional and 

local level by the end of 2015. 

 GPP seminar: During this year the Slovak Environment Agency with the Ministry of 

Environment organises a set of eight seminars in all self-governing regions in 

Slovakia. We focus on a proactive approach towards contracting authorities and 

entities, to increase their awareness about the implementation possibilities of the 

environmental criteria in the procurement process, to regulate the environmental 

performance of organizations financed from public funds and to increase the level of 

GPP implementation in the Slovak Republic. NAP GPP II, GPP benefits for the 

environment and public authorities, GPP criteria resources, ways of GPP 

implementation according to the European and national legislative are presented.  

Seminars are for free and are based on practical implementation of the core GPP 

criteria in a practical exercise at the end. The seminars play the key role in fulfilling 

the NAP GPP II. 

 Product guidelines: A specific product guideline which should represent a model of a 

green contract is preparing. It will allow public authority to choose the green criteria 

considered as the most relevant and the others can be erased. We are preparing three 

kinds of this document, for Paper, Computers, Cleaning products and services. 

 Monitoring GPP in Slovakia is in the process of evaluation. The results will be 

available on SEA website at the end of June. The form of the monitoring is a 

questionnaire which focuses on the total number of contracts, the total value of 

contracts, the number of green contracts, the total value of green contracts, the 

applied environmental requirements, the use of specific criteria (within European eco-

labelling, other national eco-labelling schemes in the EU), the use of energy labelling, 

the use of requirements for an Environmental Management System. The average level 

of application of the principles of GPP was established on the basis of two indicators: 

Indicator 1: GPP% of total procurement in relation to the number of contracts 

(contracts awarded and orders) and Indicator 2: GPP% of the total contract value in 

relation to orders made (entered into contracts and orders with VAT). 
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Spain: 

Central government: 

 Revision of the NAP is on-going 

 Following the GPP Plan of January 2008, there have been adopted three guidelines on 

specific products: Paper and Publications, Cleaning and Maintenance. There is one 

more guideline in progress: Imaging equipment. The implementation of this GPP 

Plan is monitored and preliminary results were obtained at the end of 2011 (the report 

is posted on the web site of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment). 

 In November 2012, Madrid hold the CONAMA 2012, a National Congress on 

Environment and the EIMA, a South America encounter on sustainable 

development, with the participation of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Environment. In this international Congress there was a panel dedicated to eco-

innovation with the participation of one of our colleagues. In her speech she stressed 

the importance of GPP as a key element in the production process under the 

requirements of evaluation of the live cycle of a product as well as in the 

environment management when providing a service. 

 

Basque Country:  

During 2012 Ihobe has continued promoting GPP in the Basque Country. 

At external level, Ihobe has continued to promote the experiences of Basque public 

administrations at regional and international level and has developed resources and/or 

organized working sessions to support further implementation. From all the activities we 

want to highlight two: 1) on GPP and the resource efficiency agenda and 2) on life cycle 

costing (LCC). 

1) For resource efficiency and GPP Ihobe has published the guide “Green Public 

Procurement for the efficient use of economic and natural resources” to help public 

administrations find arguments and strategies to continue implementing the 

environmental perspective into their procurement practices in order to not only protect 

the environment and use natural resources more efficiently but to achieve also economic 

efficiency. 

2) For LCC Ihobe organized a working group with a small group of public 

administrations to present the concept, present a tool for its calculations (the SMART-

SPP tool) and provide training to test the tool and identify areas for improvement for a 

“large scale” deployment. 

At internal level, Ihobe has improved its tender template (used for consultancy services, 

the main contract type by the organisation) to improve how and which green criteria are 

introduced since all supplies where tendered in 2011. 

 

Catalonia, Autonomous Government (Generalitat de Catalunya): 

 

The public body responsible for the greening of PP is the Directorate-General for 

Environment Quality, Catalan Ministry of Territory and Sustainability. They are working 

in 3 action lines: 



15 

1. Centralized procurement: together with the Central Supply Commission, the following 

framework agreements have been greened: paper, office material, furniture, cleaning 

services, postal services. 

2. Decentralized Procurement: based on the elaboration of thematic GPP guides: 

publications, public canteens, public events, textile and vehicles (in preparation: 

maintenance of installations) 

3. On demand: Attention of requests from any government department, often in 

relationship with the application of the GPP guides. 

 

Since 2008, in collaboration with the School for Public Administration, they offer a 

regular GPP-training course for officials of the Generalitat de Catalunya, and since 2009 

a second course for the officials of local administrations. 

 

Barcelona City Council:  

During the last Municipal Plenary (15th of March 2013) a new government measure on 

responsible procurement has been presented. It will lead to: 

o The inclusion of mandatory social clauses in the city council tenders in order to 

reserve a 5% of all the contracts for people in risk of social exclusion 

o The definition of detailed environmental criteria that will be applied in the 

procurement of priority product and service groups 

Latest outstanding dissemination and training activities: 

o A new and more dynamic website of the +Sustainable City Council Programme 

will be launched soon (April 2013 approximately) 

o Training sessions on the Barcelona sustainable wood procurement policy have 

been held to the municipal public entity for urbanism, buildings and 

infrastructure   

o Continuous assessment for greening tenders is conducted. 

 

Sweden: 

 Development of a new criteria database - available soon on www.msr.se (GPP/SPP 

criteria available in a database format) 

 Active management of GPP/SPP criteria for 54 product areas and 124 sub-groups 

 New criteria development 2013-2014: electrical and electronic equipment used in the 

health care sector (EU GPP criteria); electric engines; air filters; pre-study focusing 

on hazardous substances used in child care (toys, eat and drinking facilities, plastic 

floor) 

 Project leader of Baltic GPP (http://www.balticgpp.eu/ ) 

 Monitoring of GPP by the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency (questionnaire) 

http://www.msr.se/
http://www.balticgpp.eu/
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Switzerland: 

 We are introducing a monitoring system on the uptake of SPP. Since 1.1.2013 our 

ordinance on the organisation of public procurement (Org-VöB) foresees that a 

monitoring of SPP has to take place on a regular basis (see details here: 

http://www.admin.ch/ch/d/sr/c172_056_15.html ). In a pilot phase specific product 

groups, for which there are ecological recommendations or guidelines will be 

monitored. The monitoring will take place for contracts over the WTO threshold. The 

monitoring will take place at the same time as the contract has been awarded and the 

award has to be published on simap.ch. The monitoring will take place electronically, 

directly on simap, but not open to the public. The uptake of the monitoring on the 

simap.ch platform is due to beginning 2014. In the meantime the monitoring takes 

place electronically within an contract management system. 

 The related questionnaire has been shared with AG Members. For the first time we 

will have to report the results to the Federal Council in 2015. There will be a separate 

questionnaire for goods and services and for buildings and construction (not yet 

existing).  

 As the WTO/GPA negotiations are over we will have to adapt and revise our public 

procurement law. We will check if it has to be amended to further support the 

implementation of SPP. 

 We provide a lot of training on PP and SPP for procurers, lawyers and suppliers (see 

attached the full training programme in German and French) 

http://www.bbl.admin.ch/bkb/02636/02637/index.html?lang=de  

 There is a working group that elaborates a standard for sustainable buildings which is 

not a very easy task. There are no results available yet. 

 

UK: 

Over the last year, the Sustainable Procurement Policy Team, Defra, has: 

 focused on strengthening cross-Departmental arrangements that help deliver domestic 

Greening Government Commitments (GGC) relating to sustainable procurement, 

through a stronger cross-departmental Project Board and a Sustainable Operations 

Practitioners Forum (covers sustainable procurement and operations) 

 developed a quantitative reporting template for departments relating to the use of our 

domestic standards, on the back of the GGC, for which we have Ministerial approval. 

 fed into the EU Public Procurement Directives to ensure sufficient clarity that can 

take life cycle impacts into account, 

 maintained and updated a set of domestic “Government Buying Standards” (GBS), 

many of which were originally developed using GPP criteria as a starting point. Work 

on new/updated product areas includes GBSs for ICT, paper and furniture standards. 

Work on GBSs for vehicles, construction and construction products, food, and data 

centres is also under way; 

http://www.admin.ch/ch/d/sr/c172_056_15.html
http://www.bbl.admin.ch/bkb/02636/02637/index.html?lang=de
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 modified the UK Timber Procurement Policy in the light of the EU Timber 

Regulations and put in place new arrangements for our advice line, the Central Point 

of Expertise on Timber procurement; 

 identified links between eco-innovation and sustainability agendas in procurement 

and begun to explore how learning on innovation (for example from the London 2012 

Olympic and Paralympic Games) can be incorporated within existing sustainable 

procurement tools. We are beginning to explore better use of award criteria as well as 

roadmaps which set out future standards with greater certainty – we are seeking to do 

this in relation to vehicle standards but it is early days. We have also commissioned a 

short “toolkit” for procurers of construction projects building on the learning legacy 

of the Olympics;  

 through the Waste and Resources Action Programme (WRAP) a governmental 

delivery body developed 

o a Facilities Management (FM) procurement toolkit  which is being utilised by a 

range of public sector and private sector clients; 

o sector specific e-learning materials aimed at enabling public and private sector 

procurers embed sustainable procurement practices within their policy and 

practice;  

o a FM Strategy Group comprising the UK’s leading FM companies exploring new 

ways of doing business which use fewer resources and reduce costs (including 

standard approaches for managing mobile assets used on FM contracts). 

 The Government Procurement Service has put in place some innovative contracts 

including a waste to energy scheme, a scheme for selling energy to the grid, and a 

closed loop paper contract. 

 At a local level, an eco-lighting project is underway making use of EU innovation 

funds, and a set of procurement compacts (which use the Forward Commitment 

methodology) with public-private demand being used to drive innovative 

products/services in 3 areas. These are low emission vehicles, biomethane and zero 

carbon catering. This work is led by our Business Innovation and Skills Dept. 

 

UNEP: 

 The Multistakeholder Advisory Committee (MAC) of the SPPI had its first meeting 

on 22-23 January 2013. Main outcomes: adoption of the governance rules. New 

structure of the workplan. Concept notes of the SPPI working groups will be 

submitted to the MAC for its second meeting (17 April 2013).  

 UNEP has launched the SCP Clearinghouse which is the information platform of the 

10 Year Framework of programmes on SCP adopted at Rio+20. A specific 

community of the SCP Clearinghouse will be dedicated to SCP. 

Teaser available here: http://www.start.scpclearinghouse.org/  

 UNEP's SPP and eco-labelling EC funded project has been approved on 2 April 2013. 

Building on the experience acquired by UNEP on ecolabelling and SPP, the project 

will seek to combine these two instruments to achieve maximum synergies and to 

http://www.start.scpclearinghouse.org/
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better deliver the common goal of stimulating the demand and supply of sustainable 

products. The project aims at providing capacity development and technical 

assistance to public and private sectors on the development and implementation of 

SPP policies and use of ecolabelling;  

The project proposes to work with different stakeholders (policy-makers, procurers, 

businesses) to enhance their capacities to implement sustainable public procurement 

and internationally recognized ecolabelling systems. The project will be implemented 

at the regional and national levels (13 targeted countries). It will also integrate a 

global knowledge management, communication and outreach component in support 

of the national and regional activities.  

Pre-selected Countries: Core: Brazil, South Africa, Vietnam, the Philippines. Other 

Countries: Latin America (Nicaragua, Panama, Ecuador, Peru, Uruguay, Colombia, 

Costa Rica, Chile), Asia (Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Sri Lanka), Africa (Morocco, 

Mauritius, Cote d’Ivoire, Kenya)  

 


