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1.  Welcome by Christian Holzer, Head of Department on Waste Management, Chemicals 

Policy and Environmental, Austrian Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment 

and Water Management   

Mr Holzer welcomed the GPP AG to Vienna and underlined the role of GPP in changing the 

existing patterns of production and consumption and in providing impulses for innovation.  

He highlighted that new Circular Economy Package, expected for December, offered the unique 

chance to reduce the mass of re-usable goods that prematurely end up as waste and for creating 

significant green jobs in the re-use and repair sector.  

Products should be designed in a more durable, recyclable and repairable way. Additionally, 

measures are needed to make re-use, repair and preparing for re-use more economically viable 

and competitive.  

Mr Holzer highlighted the value of working together with partners like the European 

Commission and other Member States to take Sustainable Public Procurement forward in order 

to develop new innovative ideas for the promotion of a sustainable and resource efficient, green, 

and competitive low-carbon economy.  

 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted without a change: Later, point 12 of the agenda (possible changes 

in the EU GPP criteria format) was brought forward to the first day meeting. 

3. Information by the Commission on new policy developments (DG ENV) 

DG ENV provided an update on several EU initiatives.  

Circular Economy 
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DG ENV informed members about the Commission's plan to present a new package on the 

Circular Economy before the end of 2015 (adoption planned for 2 December) which should 

consist of an Action Plan covering the duration of this Commission's mandate, and a revised 

legislative waste proposal. Stakeholders have showed great interest in the circular economy topic 

as the Commission received 1420 contributions in the framework of public consultation and 800 

participants were present at the stakeholder conference that took place in Brussels last June. 

In the preparation to the package, the following subjects are considered in particular: 

- recycling targets and measures to harmonize the rules on reporting and definitions to 

improve comparability between MS data; 

- the need for resources for the development of the circular economy. It is understood that 

demonstration projects will be necessary. A major initiative under Horizon 2020 the 

2016-2017 Work Programme is to be expected; 

- the role of GPP for the CE should be reinforced, the precise actions in this field being 

under study; 

- resource efficiency criteria in ecodesign and ecolabelling – they should be considered 

more systematically in the definition of ecodesign measures and labelling criteria; 

- the development of markets for secondary raw materials (with standards, information 

platforms, end-of-waste criteria on plastics). 

Several members asked for clarifications on coordination aspects and timeline. 

DG ENV explained that coordination would be ensured for implementing the action plan notably 

with waste legislation, with the resource efficiency roadmap which will remain in the circular 

economy context; however it was specified that the action plan would not be a legislative act, 

each action of the plan following a specific implementation route.  

Concerning the timeline it was pointed out that after the Commission adoption in December, the 

legislative work on the revised legislative waste proposal will start in the Council and Parliament 

and these institutions will most probably also discuss the Action Plan; in January 2016 an 

informal conference is foreseen by the future NL Presidency. 

 

EMAS-Ecolabel Fitness Check 

DG ENV highlighted that the evaluation study for EMAS was finalised while the Ecolabel study 

was still in the final phase. As next steps DG ENV is preparing the first draft of the Staff 

Working Document (SWD) that will present the outcome of the Fitness Check evaluation and its 

findings. The document will be discussed in the Steering Group (representatives of relevant 

Commission services) and later on go through the official Commission inter-service consultation 

before being presented to the Council and Parliament. 

The Fitness Check SWD that is part of the Commission REFIT exercise will present the 

Commission findings on the EMAS and Ecolabel Regulations.  The final report is expected by 

the 2
nd

 Quarter 2016. 

If the REFIT results point to a need for modification of the Regulations, this will be done as a 

part of the impact assessment procedure. The REFIT report itself is "lessons learned" on the 

implementation. 

 

Clean Vehicles Directive (CVD) Evaluation 

DG ENV informed members that the colleagues in DG MOVE would publish the results of the 

evaluation study on the Clean Vehicle Directive in the next weeks and decide afterwards which 

action to take based on the outcome of the study. The opinion of the majority of stakeholder 

during the consultation phase suggested to improve the CVD and not to repeal it. 
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NGO contracts 

DG informed members that the European Parliament has provided the Commission with funds 

for a pilot project for NGO involvement in EU Policy-Making, of which a part has been 

allocated to GPP. Following this, two tenders have recently been launched: 

1. The first tender should foster NGO capacity-building in GPP, especially, in those countries 

with a lower GPP uptake, through the development of an NGO network focused on GPP. A 

series of training sessions and meetings are foreseen plus a small budget for several follow-

up activities at national level by the NGOs trained. 

2. A second tender aims at ensuring NGO involvement in the EU GPP criteria development 

process. The contract involves participation in all the Ad hoc working group meetings, and 

commenting on all the working documents. 

 

GPP Position for a Seconded National Expert (SNE) in DG ENV 

DG ENV informed members that a vacancy for an SNE position has been sent to the Permanent 

Representations and MS are invited to present applications by the deadline of 25 November. 

4. Update by members of the AG on GPP-related developments in their countries and 

organisations  

The contributions from members on their GPP-related activities are summarised in Annex II. 

Some MS representatives, such as Croatia, France and Ireland presented their update at the 

meeting. 

Several possible synergies have been highlighted between activities carried out at national and 

European level such as for instance on Life Cycle Costing, product group criteria development 

and GPP monitoring. 

Some MS were invited to provide more details in their planned activities such as amongst others 

the Netherlands, Slovakia, Denmark, Finland, UK. 

In the Netherlands, a new National Action Plan has been adopted on 1 October and is considered 

as a first step to identify and develop further ambition levels; amongst different actions, 

benchmarking, monitoring every two years are foreseen as well as cooperation with Belgium and 

Finland. 

Slovakia clarified that the new GPP National Action Plan (NAP) is in a consultation process and 

no measures were considered yet specifically in the field of resource efficiency. 

Denmark provided more information on their first GPP communication campaign which will 

take place in the Nordic countries (Sweden, Finland, Norway, Denmark, Iceland) in the first 

week of November. 

The United Kingdom clarified that a report on an evaluation of accreditation schemes in the field 

of sustainable timber will be available soon. 

5. Report from the G11 meeting on 5-6 October 

Frederik Claerbout from the Flemish Region in Belgium reported on the main outcome of the 

G11 meeting. 

The G11 group has worked on new terms of reference for a new group called "Sustainable Public 

Procurement (SPP) next" and has identified in particular four different areas in which it could 

play a role: 

1) influencing SPP in Europe: sharing the vision on SPP and circular procurement; 

2) working on the implementation of the PP Directives in different MSs; 

3) harmonisation of criteria and processes, also with EU GPP criteria; 

4) monitoring, including e-procurement. 

Concerning the harmonisation aspects it was pointed out that there is a need to define the word 

"harmonisation". To this purpose, the group invited the Commission to set out what it would 

consider as useful actions in this field. 
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On monitoring aspects, the need to identify criteria for monitoring was pointed out as there is a 

proliferation of monitoring systems at different levels which could lead to long discussions as in 

the criteria harmonisation field. It was also recommend defining a template before e-procurement 

will become mandatory. 

6. Update on Life Cycle Costing project (DG ENV) 

DG ENV gave a presentation on the Life Cycle Costing project (see presentation).During the 

discussion it was the importance for considering the market including suppliers' involvement was 

highlighted; it was clarified that according to the project's terms of reference, only a limited 

number of organisations could be involved in the testing phase.  

DG ENV further clarified that the LCC tool would be voluntary and that in future there might be 

the possibility to extend it to further product groups. 

The importance for communication activities was highlighted. For the moment, DG ENV has not 

yet decided on the activities to be carried out in this field. 

7. The EU Environment Technology Verification Scheme and its potential for GPP 

(DG ENV) 

DG ENV gave a presentation on ETV (see presentation). During the discussion it was clarified 

that: the most relevant procurement activities for ETV are PCP and also PPI; timing for 

certification is generally 6 months but the first certifications took about one year time; the costs 

are a relevant factor especially for SMEs and therefore it would be good if public authorities 

could support producers by bearing costs partially or totally; normally costs are borne by 

producers. Contacts are encouraged between public authorities and Verification Bodies 

accredited to implement ETV, to further explore opportunities of integrating ETV in public 

purchasing projects. 

8.  GPP Monitoring (DG ENV) 

DG ENV gave an update on several activities related to GPP Monitoring. DG ENV is continuing 

the work on the recommendation in this field, but at the same time it must be ensured that this 

will not create an additional burden in the light of the mandatory reporting that can be requested 

by the Commission under the PP directives (max. every 3 years) of which the requested level of 

detail is not clear yet.  

DG ENV explained furthermore that DG GROW is planning to publish the update of the 

Standard Forms in December, with no GPP reporting requirements possible here. 

Implementation will be obligatory. Probably in 2017, DG GROW will present a second wave of 

the Standard Forms with the possibility of including some GPP/SPP elements.  

DG ENV committed to take this subject further in the weeks to come. 

 

12. Possible changes in the EU GPP criteria format (DG ENV/JRC) 

 

DG ENV explained that, in a recent exchange with GPP practitioners on the IT 

equipment draft criteria, it was suggested to present the "core" and "comprehensive" 

criteria separately instead of side by side as it is currently done. The reason for this was 

mainly psychological: the procurer interested in using the "core" criteria would find a 

relatively short list of requirements, and not (potentially) feel discouraged by the current 

long version. Another discussion point was if the criteria should be presented by topic 

(listing all criteria -selection, technical specs, award, contract performance- related to 
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energy efficiency, then all criteria  related hazardous substances, etc.) or by procurement 

step (selection criteria, technical specifications, award criteria and finally contract 

performance clauses).  

In the discussions, a clear majority was in favour of separating core from comprehensive, 

there was however no clear positioning in favour of keeping the criteria according to 

procedural steps or by topic. It was highlighted that the two different formats have 

different target groups: procurers would generally prefer having criteria organised by 

procurement stage while policy makers by topic. One suggestion was to have GPP criteria 

in both formats. DG ENV committed to look further into this issue. 

 

 

Wednesday, 07 October (9h00-13h30) 

 

9.  GPP approach on toxic-free preschools in Sweden (Annie Stalberg, Sweden) 

Annie Stalberg, from the Swedish national authority for public procurement, gave a 

presentation on the Swedish approach on toxic-free preschools (see presentation). During the 

discussion it was clarified that certain material such as plastics cannot be excluded in the 

framework contract as it is difficult to find substitutions but information is essential for their use; 

information can play an important role and is essential not only for the organisations (such as 

pre-schools) but also for policy makers.  

It was clarified that there is no feedback yet on this initiative but, according to the interest and 

the involvement of stakeholders in the initiative, a good feedback is expected. It was also 

clarified that no materials will be forbidden, following strong resistance from the business sector, 

especially considering toys; however the initiative has been considered as very positive by a 

majority of stakeholders.  

10.  Scope of the revision of the EU GPP criteria on transport (DG ENV) 

DG ENV recalled that Transport was one of the product groups to be revised under the new 

Administrative Arrangement with JRC. The current criteria set focuses on the performance of 

vehicles, in terms of: fuel efficiency, emissions, noise limit etc. and there is a pressing need to 

update most of these values. At the last GPP AG meeting, it was suggested (by Belgium) that the 

new criteria should address not only the question on "how to define a green vehicle" but also the 

more general question on "how to meet mobility needs (of staff, goods and also business travels) 

in a green way". Such wider scope could therefore include typical needs' assessment elements 

such as: Who and what should be transported between point A and point B? What would be the 

best environmental way to achieve this? DG ENV highlighted that several Member States had 

expressed at the last meeting that needs' assessment considerations should not be included in 

GPP criteria documents, because the latter are directed at procurers whose task is usually (there 

are of course exceptions) to ensure that a procurement item requested by another service is 

bought and meets environmental requirements, but not to decide if this item is needed or not.  

The Belgian representative suggested to consider the primary function of mobility in the scope 

and to have a pre-study in order to better consider the scope; the criteria should be addressed not 

only to procurers but also to policy makers. He also proposed to have a guidance document in 

order to help procurers to make a link with the market for a better understanding of what 

suppliers can offer. It was stressed that alternative means of transport should be investigated and 

that there is a need for making the bridge between strategy/policy and implementation. 

In the following discussions, it was also highlighted that moving the focus from public 

procurement to overall planning is a huge step and it could be very difficult; however it was  

stated that a connection between the two levels is needed. On the other hand, it was also stated 

that a clear separation between the needs assessment (planning) stage and the procurement stage 
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is helpful to avoid conflicts of interest and promote competition. DG ENV will investigate more 

on these aspects and will look at the examples from Norway and Finland who have developed 

guidance on needs' assessment for transport in their countries.  

11.  Update on the UNEP's 10YFP SPP Programme 

Farid Yaker from UNEP provided an update on UNEP's programme (see presentation). 

During the ensuing discussion, the link between the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 

the UNEP project was clarified; the SPP target 12.7 foreseen in the SDGs needs to be monitored 

and indicators adopted; a proposal will be released soon. The Commission is currently 

undertaking a gaps analysis within EC objectives and the SDGs adopted. It was also pointed out 

that UNEP is currently working on LCC.  

13. Update on GPP criteria under development/revision (JRC/DG ENV) 

Miguel Gama Caldas from JRC provided an update on the development of the EU GPP criteria 

(see the presentation). No questions were raised. 

14. Any other business 

The Commission pointed out that the GPP Helpdesk is receiving few questions and asked to MS 

about the quantity of questions asked at national level. In some MS the number of questions is 

increasing; however it was pointed out that the help desks at local level are much more requested 

and more effective than at the national level. 

It was decided that the next GPP AG meeting will take place in the Netherlands (during the 

Dutch EU Presidency) and to link it with an event on public procurement and the circular 

economy. 

 

Annex I 

List of participants 

N° Participant's name MS Organisation represented 

1 Hiller  Karin  AT 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 

Environment and Water Management 

2 Tisch Angelika AT 
Inter-University Research Centre for 

Technology, Work and Culture - IFZ 

3 Claerbout Frederik  BE Government of Flanders 

4 Versteven Jo BE FIDO 

5 Hidson Mark  
 

ICLEI European Secretariat 

6 Kinch Sohn  Iben Liep DK Ministry of the Environment 
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7 Tomingas Kadri EE Ministry 

8 Martinez Sevilla Yolanda D. ES 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Environment  

9 Barres Teresa ES Permanent Representation of Spain to EU  

10 BERGMAN Isa-Maria FI MOTIVA LTD 

11 Malliarakis Nikita FR 
Ministère de l'écologie, du développement 

durable et de l’énergie 

12 Pivčevič Novak Branka HR 
 Ministry of Environment and Nature 

protection 

13 Kiely Bernie  IE 
Department of the Environment, 

Community and Local Government 

14 Mascioli Alessandra IT  Ministry of Environment  

15 Rifici Ricardo IT  Ministry of Environment  

16 Pelsa Inese LV 
Ministry of Environmental Protection and 

Regional Development 

17 Xuereb Branica MT Ministry of Environment and Water 

18 van Geet Cuno  NL 
Ministry for Infrastructure and the 

Environment 

19  Prummel Joan  NL Enterprise Agency 

20 Kolderup Ingrid NO Agency of e-procurement and management 

21 Skowron Marcin PL Public Procurement Office of Poland 

22 Banu  Andrei  RO 
Ministry Of Environment, Waters and 

Forestry 

23 Stålberg  Annie  SE 
Swedish National Agency for Public 

Procurement 

24 Baranovicovā Zuzana SK Slovak Environment Agency 
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25 Williams  Duncan  UK DEFRA 

26 Yaker Farid   UNEP 

27 Gama Caldas Miguel  EC JRC 

28 François  Wakenhut EC DG Environment 

29 Henry Pierre EC DG Environment 

30 Kaukewitsch Robert EC DG Environment 

31 Minestrini Stefania EC DG Environment 
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Annex II 
 

UPDATE ON GPP DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES BY MEMBERS OF GPP ADIVORY 

GROUP 

(SEPTEMBER 2015) 

 

AUSTRIA 

1. Revision of GPP criteria is concluded. Comments of Ministries, Länder, Federal 

Procurement Agency, NGOs and other stakeholders are taken into consideration as far as 

possible. The revised criteria based on the EU-GPP criteria should be adopted in a package 

together with the evaluation report on of the Austrian action plan on sustainable public 

procurement and the social criteria by the government 4 / 2015. 

2. Implementation of EU procurement directives into national law 

The EU- PP-Direcitves (Directive 2014/24/EU, Directive 2014/25/EU, Directive 

2014/23/EU) will be implemented in the Austrian Federal Procurement Act, which is 

currently under revision. It will come into force on time in April 2016.  

The revision is considered as a big chance to strengthen environmental, social and innovative 

requirements in public procurement. The MoE will focus in the stakeholder process on 

clarification concerning labelling, monitoring and TCO.  

3. EVENTS:  

 ECOVATION - the conference on innovative and 

sustainable public procurement, 30 Sept / 1 Oct 2015 Graz 

Topics: energyefficiency, resourcefficiency, procurement 

law and best practice from circular procurement, 

problemoriented procurement, NAWARO usage in 

construction and office, faire IT, procurement law – key 

for innovation and sustainability,etc. 

www.ioeb.at/ecovation 

4. The Service Center PPPI (Public Procurement Promoting Innovation) established within the 

Federal Procurement Agency (BBG), initiated and financed by the Ministry of Science, 

Research and Economy (BMWFW) and the Ministry for Transport, Innovation and 

Technology (BMVIT) acts as point of single contact for PPPI issues in Austria, initiates and 

conducts PPPI pilot projects and offers services in the fields of further education & training 

as well as a PPPI online platform. Main activities focused on energy efficiency 

disseminating information on lighting (in- and outdoor), e-mobility www.ioeb.at  

5. eNu – Energy and Environment Agency of Lower Austria predominately works in the three 

main departments “Energy & Climate”, “Environment” and “Nature”. With respect to 

procurement ENU supports municipalities of Lower Austria in procurement issues. 

Awarenessraising, information for procurers and conducting tenders are the main tasks. 

 

BELGIUM 

Belgian federal government: 

The federal Institute for Sustainable Development has launched a pilot project for the screening 

of federal suppliers. The primary goal exist in the screening of suppliers working for the federal 

government esp. in sensible areas with risks on infraction of ILO-conventions (f.e. textiles, hard 

floors, ICT,…). Apart from the social issues, also the treatment of environmental issues within 

the management of the suppliers will be checked. Risk charts and risk reports will be delivered to 

the procuring services and the suppliers based on desk-research (document verification and 

media check) by a third party Ecovadis. 

The project will give information on sustainable management of the suppliers. It entails complex 

legal questions as e.g. confidentiality of information, taken administrative action in case of 

serious infractions, etc.  

http://www.ioeb.at/ecovation
http://www.ioeb.at/


10 

The budget provides the possibility to screen about 20 suppliers in the next 3 years. In the next 

weeks, an intense collaboration with the federal procurers will prioritise what tenders/contracts 

will be involved in the supplier sustainability check. At the end of the project, a report with 

recommendations for procurers will be delivered.  

Such kinds of sustainability screening exist already for several years in business environments, 

but the approach is quite new for public procurement.  

More information: Jo.versteven@FIDO.fed.be and the website of the consultant: 

http://www.ecovadis.com/ 

The Federal Institute for Sustainable Development also updated the reference to old and new 

ecolabels from different members States on its website (www.gidsvoorduurzameaankopen.be ). 

The labels were checked to judge their compliance with the 4 conditions mentioned in art. 43 on 

labels in the PP directive 2014/24/EU. All information was updated on the website. 

Belgian regions: 

Walloon Region 

The projects under the Walloon action plan launched in November 2013 are still being 

implemented: 

•             Six regional public bodies were coached by an expert for the setting up of a SPP 

internal strategy. They are now implementing it and will present their results during a 

conference, end of 2015.  

•             The network of sustainable buyers is growing, with now more than 100 members form 

regional and local authorities. We organised thematic meetings where the members could discuss 

their good practices on different issues: catering, the control of the execution and the use of 

labels, life cycle cost, etc.  

•             Two « round tables » with the private sector were organised (on cleaning services and 

IT equipment). They aim to point out difficulties met by both purchasers and providers regarding 

sustainable public procurement, and to look for solutions. 

•             An administrative working group is currently working on the monitoring of SPP. 

For more information: pierre.goffart@spw.wallonie.be 

Flanders 

The government of Flanders is working on: 

 Finalizing a short strategic policy plan on public procurement (with focus on 

professionalizing, SPP & PPI, access for SME’s, integrity, …), period 2015-2020 and 

approval of this plan by the government by the end of this year 

 Pilots on monitoring GPP (contract management system – financial system and 

monitoring framework contracts) 

 PPI: commitment of the management to pursue the deployment of at least 3% of the 

tender budgets for the purchase of innovation 

 Pilot projects to test compliance with certain ILO conventions. A method based on the 

Swedish approach (LANDMARK) was developed together with Flemish, federal and 

local government representatives to estimate the risk of violations (questionnaire) and 

perform inspections (audit) if needed. The first tenders with this methodology, will be 

launched in September 2015. 

 The rollout of a central purchasing body with the ambition to procure sustainable 

(100%). 

Brussel capital City 

Since 2010, Brussels Environment organised general and specific training sessions about green 

public procurement. We have also developed, since 2010, a network of Brussels green procurers 

by setting up four workshops per years and by creating a website to centralise all relevant 

information about green procurement at global and local level. We also offer a free helpdesk (via 

mail address) to help procurer in answering their specific needs. For preparation of each 

workshop and training session we benefit from experts’ help in order to develop a set of criteria 

for each product’ category.  We evaluate the sustainability of Brussels administrations’ 

procurements each two years. Furthermore, in 2012 we launched a pilot project of green office 

supplies group purchasing for 3 years. The pilot project was a success story. Therefore Brussels 

Environment launched a new green office supplies group purchasing for a new set of 3 years 

mailto:Jo.versteven@FIDO.fed.be
http://www.ecovadis.com/
http://www.gidsvoorduurzameaankopen.be/
mailto:pierre.goffart@spw.wallonie.be
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(2015-2018). There are already more than 30 public administrations who subscribe to this green 

office supplies group purchasing. 

Monitoring: According our last questionnaire sent to Brussels procurers, we estimate that 55% of 

Brussels public procurements integrate green criteria. It increased of 10% since 3 years. 

 

 

CROATIA 

First National action plan for green public procurement for period from 2015 – 2017 is 

adopted by Croatian government in August 2015. 

Primarily it is focused to bodies and institutions that are obliged to follow procedure of public 

procurements according to the Croatian Public procurement Act.  

During the years there were several projects in Croatia with the purpose to introduce green 

criteria in public procurement practice. Based on this experience Croatian government decided to 

adopt green public procurement action plan to coordinate and organize measures and actions on 

national and local level. 

Ministry of environment and nature protection is national coordinator and together with national 

Committee for green public procurement drafted measures and actions that need to be taken in 

the three year period. 

Measures in the National action plan include education of procures that has license to do the 

procurement procedure about GPP; information and education campaigns including 

establishment of web platform for GPP to disseminate all relevant information’s.    

GPP criteria are based on EU GPP criteria and in this National action plan 6 groups are selected 

as priority:  copying and graphic paper, transport (motor vehicles), electricity, cleaning products 

and services, telecommunication services and mobile phones, office IT equipment. National 

action plan also consist guidance of how to include energy efficiency criteria in the public 

procurement documentation.  

Committee for GPP has very important role in supporting implementation of measures and 

monitoring of action plan. Committee for GPP (22 members) is consisted from representatives of 

ministry of environment, economy, agronomy, health, finance, transport, central state body for 

public procurement, local authority associations, business sector associations, NGOs, Fond for 

environmental protection and energy efficiency. 

Moreover, obligations set out in article 6 of the Directive 2012/27/EU on energy efficiency are 

transposed in the national Ordinance which lays down that central government must purchase 

only products, services and buildings with high energy efficiency performance.   

 

DENMARK 

 Task Force on GPP  

o A Pilot task force on GPP has been evaluated in the Capital Region of Denmark. The 

task force had some great results implementing GPP. The activities in the 

Municipalities were e.g. integration of GPP in the procurement policies, delivering 

environmental criteria to ongoing tenders etc.  

o A tender for consultants to run a national Task force on GPP has just been 

published. The national task force on GPP will focus on implementing GPP in 

minimum 16 public institutions beginning in 2016. The goal is to help implement 

GPP in practice and to introduce existing tools and networks within GPP. 

 Tools for Total Cost of Ownership  

o In January 2015 TCO tools within 5 product areas were published within office 

equipment, toilets, lightning, self-service machines and fridges and freezers. This 

fall the Danish EPA will conduct an evaluation of the use of the tools to give input 

to an update of the tools and development of TCO tools within new product areas.  

o Cases will be made to inspire more procurers to use TCO. These cases will be 

available at the end of the year. 

o Development of 2-3 new TCO tools will be initiated at the end of the year. These 

TCO tools is expected finalized ultimo 2016. 

 Monitoring 
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o Ultimo 2015 a monitoring report on the uptake of GPP in Denmark will be 

published. In the report GPP has been measured within the 9 product areas related to 

the 50 % target in EU.  

 Horizon 2020 project – SPP Regions 

o The Danish EPA is – together with the Capital Region - engaged in a Horizon2020 

project focusing on sustainable public procurement in regions. The organization, 

ICLEI, is lead on the project and the project is involving several other partners in 

England, The Netherlands, Spain etc. 

o The purpose of the project is greening the public procurement via establishing or 

developing regional networks for sustainable public procurement as hubs for 

capacity building, training, pilot projects etc. 

o The Danish EPA is participating in this project to develop our current initiatives 

within sustainable public procurement focusing on a larger outreach to 

municipalities as well as developing tools on specific – and new topics – such as 

circular economy in a public procurement context. 

 The Partnership on Green Public Procurement and the Forum on Sustainable Procurement 

are the Ministry of Environment and Foods’s two main initiatives on GPP: 

o The Partnership on Green Public Procurement is expected to adopt new - and 

binding - procurement target on textile and revised targets on toys, procurement of 

sustainable timber and cleaning services.  

o The Forum on Sustainable Procurement has on-going working groups focusing on 

TCO, circular procurement and market dialogue. These working groups are expected 

to finalize an information product (event, guidance, cases etc.) on the different topics 

ultimo 2015.  

 Green Procurement Week - in the Nordic countries (week 45) 

o It will be a week with several events on different topics within GPP in Denmark, 

Norway, Sweden, Finland and Island. The events will focus on how green 

procurement can contribute to a more sustainable development, and how to 

approach the work in practice. 

 

ESTONIA 

In last 6 months we have launched a study to find best available practise and possibilities to 

promote GPP in Estonia. In end of September we had big working group meeting where we 

introduced the results of study still now and got feedback what to do next. The study will be 

finalized in end of this year.  

We made a working group to grater together all ministries and other related organisations in 

order to prepare procurements for Estonian Presidency in 2018. We would like to have all 

procurements made because of Presidency green. We have had our 1st meeting and we will 

continue with that. 

In beginning of November will take place International resource efficiency and sustainable 

development conference in Estonia, where we are also talking about GPP and different 

possibilities to choose green. 

 

FINLAND 

Motiva is currently working on criteria/guidance for furniture, cleaning services and professional 

kitchen appliances. We may also start with printing services in the end of the year.  

We are also working on a LCC tool for lighting in a consortium with both cities and suppliers. 

The tool will be due in spring 2016. 

A compilation of good practices of public procurement of clean tech solutions will be published 

in the end of the year, hopefully also in English. 

The Ministry of employment and economy will publish new guidance on energy efficient public 

procurement in October. We will arrange demand-supply seminars on new solutions in 

renewable energy ( 1.10.2015) and in road construction and maintenance ( 18.11.2015). 

A new project financed by the Nordic Council of Ministers called Green Growth through public 

procurement will run to the end of 2016. It includes setting up a procurement network between 



13 

the metropolitan areas to work on joint market dialogue among other things and a work package 

on the possibilities of interpreting the new procurement laws related to ecolabelling and 

environmental management systems.  

A Nordic GPP week will be arranged for the first time in week 45. A lot of different events and 

news on GPP in all Nordic countries will take place. 

The new Finnish Government, run by the Center party, the national Coalition Party and the True 

Finns, point out innovative procurement and public procurement of clean solutions as important 

tools for growth. Budget negotiations are currently underway and it is unclear whether there will 

be any resources allocated for GPP from next year on. The Government aims at focusing on 

boosting bio- and circular economy as well as clean solutions through large scale demonstration 

and pilot projects, such as the Smart & Clean Helsinki metropolitan area-project. 

 

FRANCE 

France has adopted on 17th August 2015 its energy transition law which includes several 

measures with a decisive impact on public procurements. The law aims at a 40 % reduction of 

greenhouse gas emissions between 1990 and 2030, and at reducing by 50 % the final energy 

consumption between 2012 and 2050. 

 

One of the key measures is the definition of a precise price for carbon : 56€ a ton by 2020 and 

100€ a ton by 2030. 

An important initiative will concern the renewal of the French state’s vehicle park. As soon as 

2016, in the parcs including more than 20 vehicles, 50 % at least will be replaced by electric 

vehicles, or  low CO2 vehicles. Such vehicles are therefore to become the majority in the French 

State's parks. The proportion will be of 20 % at least for the French cities and regions, which 

have a different administration than the French State. 

By January 1st 2017 -instead of 2020 as initially envisioned – the use of phytophasanitary 

products shall be banned in France. 

Other aims of the energy transition law include : 

 By 2020, the valorization of 70 % of the waste in the public construction 

trade. 

 Again by January 1st 2020, at least 40 % of the paper products bought 

by the French administrations shall be made with recycled papers. 

Another initiative by the French government is the implementation, for the 2015-2020 period, of 

a « Plan national d'action pour l'achat public durable » (National plan for green public 

procurements , or PNAAPD) – in order to comply with the European commission’s demands. 

Among its aims, the Plan states that 100 %  of the markets shall be evaluated in order to assess if 

they can include sustainable development criteria. 

The French Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy (MEDDE) is actively 

promoting the National plan for green public procurements. A ceremony called the public 

procurements trophies – trophées de l’achat public – is held each year to distinguish specific 

achievements. This year, the Ministry will be a partner of that ceremony. It has created, in the 

context of the PNAAPD, a new category of trophies, the « trophée de l’achat public durable », 

i.e. the sustainable procurement trophy. 

It will distinguish achievements in that field, taking into account the carbon criteria, the purchase 

of organic food products, the inclusion of social and environmental provisions, and so forth. The 

MEDDE expects this ceremony, which will be held on 19 November at the annual fair of French 

mayors, to increase the visibility of the concept of sustainable public procurements. 

An inter-réseaux (« inter-network ») of public buyers has also been set up, and is currently 

harmonizing the training of buyers, so they can, on a daily basis, include environmental and 

social criteria in their assessments. 

Another important work in progress is the implementation into French law of the 26 February 

2014 European directive on public procurement. 

In this respect, the MEDDE is especially concerned by article 68, which mentions the inclusion 

of « end of life costs, such as collection and recycling costs », as well as « costs imputed to 

environmental externalities linked to the product, service or works during its life cycle, provided 

their monetary value can be determined and verified ». Defining the price of carbon element at 
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56€ a ton by 2020 and 100€ a ton by 2030 is part of this effort to determine and verify the 

monetary value of environmental externalities.   

As a way of transposing article 68, the Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and 

Energy  is currently working on the integration of the life-cycle costing approach in the logic of 

French public administrations. 

The MEDDE has created, with the Ministry of Economy, Finances and Industry, a joint task 

force which is currently elaborating a methodology aiming to define precise criteria for life-cycle 

costings in France, so the notion can be properly understood by administrations, and used by 

public buyers on a daily basis, in the expectation of a common method for the calculation of life-

cycle costs. 

For now, the task force works on environmental externalities – CO2 emissions - of the wood 

building products. Its aim in the long term is to find a common methodology for monetarizing all 

externalities, regarding all products, services and buildings. Since defining environmental 

externalities in monetary units is a difficult enterprise, the task force is focusing to focus on the  

building trade, especially on wood. In this business sector, calculating the CO2 impact and 

defining its monetary cost is somewhat easier, which will help us find a common ground for 

other kinds of goods and services. 

 

GERMANY    

 

* National Action Plan “Sustainability” 

- The Federal Government will launch in October 2015 a series of dialogues with citizens 

with the aim to update the German Sustainability Strategy  

(http://www.dialog-nachhaltigkeit.de/) 

- According to the National Action Plan “Sustainability” 50% of textiles (except of special 

textiles) have to be procured according to ecological and social criteria. I n order to achieve 

this goal a plan has to be worked. Currently, data of all procured types of textiles and their 

volumes are selected. 

* in July 2015 the Germany's Federal Cabinet presents a draft document regarding the 

modernization of the procurement law according to the EU regulation 

(http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/kabinett-beschliesst-entwurf-zur-

modernisierung-des) 

*   The Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy presents the status quo of the reform 

of public procurement law at the following webpage 

(http://www.bmwi.de/DE/Themen/Wirtschaft/Oeffentliche-Auftraege-und-

Vergabe/reform-des-vergaberechts.html) 

German Environment Agency 

* New publications/ reports: 

1. Umweltbundesamt (2015) Hintergrundpapier umweltfreundliche Beschaffung. Online: 

http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/sites/default/files/medien/378/publikationen/hintergrun

dpapier_umweltfreundliche_oeffentliche_beschaffung_2015_web.pdf 

2. Senatsverwaltung für Stadtentwicklung und Umwelt. Referat umweltfreundliche 

Beschaffung (2015) Umwelt- und Kostenentlastung durch eine umweltverträgliche 

Beschaffung. Langfassung, Online: 

http://www.stadtentwicklung.berlin.de/service/gesetzestexte/de/download/beschaffung/E

ndbericht_SenVBerlin_Umweltentlastung_final.pdf 

3. Senatsverwaltung für Stadtentwicklung und Umwelt. Referat umweltfreundliche 

Beschaffung (2015) Umwelt- und Kostenentlastung durch eine umweltverträgliche 

Beschaffung. Kurzfassung, Online: 

http://www.stadtentwicklung.berlin.de/service/gesetzestexte/de/download/beschaffung/E

ndbericht_SenVBerlin_Umweltentlastung_kurzfassung.pdf 

http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/kabinett-beschliesst-entwurf-zur-modernisierung-des
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/kabinett-beschliesst-entwurf-zur-modernisierung-des
ttp://www.bmwi.de/DE/Themen/Wirtschaft/Oeffentliche-Auftraege-und-V
ttp://www.bmwi.de/DE/Themen/Wirtschaft/Oeffentliche-Auftraege-und-V
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/sites/default/files/medien/378/publikationen/hintergrundpapier_umweltfreundliche_oeffentliche_beschaffung_2015_web.pdf
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/sites/default/files/medien/378/publikationen/hintergrundpapier_umweltfreundliche_oeffentliche_beschaffung_2015_web.pdf
http://www.stadtentwicklung.berlin.de/service/gesetzestexte/de/download/beschaffung/Endbericht_SenVBerlin_Umweltentlastung_final.pdf
http://www.stadtentwicklung.berlin.de/service/gesetzestexte/de/download/beschaffung/Endbericht_SenVBerlin_Umweltentlastung_final.pdf
http://www.stadtentwicklung.berlin.de/service/gesetzestexte/de/download/beschaffung/Endbericht_SenVBerlin_Umweltentlastung_kurzfassung.pdf
http://www.stadtentwicklung.berlin.de/service/gesetzestexte/de/download/beschaffung/Endbericht_SenVBerlin_Umweltentlastung_kurzfassung.pdf
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* New FEA GPP-criteria/Guidelines  

- for monitors, uninterruptable power supply, hand dryer, for wooden floor coverings, 

panels, interior doors  

(in German: http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/wirtschaft-

konsum/umweltfreundliche-beschaffung/empfehlungen-fuer-ihre-ausschreibung)  

* Revised versions (4 out of 6) of educational material concerning green procurement 

- script 1: Basics of green procurement  

- script 2: Legal basis of green procurement  

- script 3: Introduction to application of product criteria and eco labelling 

- script 4: Strategic market monitoring and analysis  

(in German: online: https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/umweltfreundliche-

beschaffung-schulungsskripte) 

* New calculation tools for life cycle costing for specific products, i.e. PC, multifunction device, 

monitor, data processing centre, floor coverings, refrigerator, dishwasher 

(in German: online: https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/dokument/berechnungswerkzeug-fuer-

lebenszykluskosten) 

 

Further publications: 

* Climate Alliance (2015): Green Public Procurement in Sustainable Energy Action Plans. 

Online: http://gpp-proca.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/D2_4_Green-ProcA-Guidelines-EN_1-

1.pdf 

* GPP-Award 2016: within the project Green ProcA exemplary procurement projects should be 

honored 

(http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/gpp-award-2016-auszeichnung-vorbildhafter 

 

IRELAND 

Background 

Ireland’s Action Plan on Green Public Procurement  ‘Green Tenders’ (2012) provides the 

roadmap for Ireland’s commitment to assist public authorities in successfully planning and 

implementing GPP.  The Plan highlights best-practice and outlines further actions to boost 

progress across all product categories.  In 2014, Ireland published guidelines on implementing 

GPP for procurement specialists - Green Procurement – Guidance for the Public Sector. 

Update since April 2015 

Interagency implementation: Implementation of Ireland’s Action Plan was the subject of 

discussion at a meeting of cross-government environmental and procurement experts on 23 

September – the Green Tenders Implementation Group.  Since the publication of ‘Green 

Tenders’, Ireland’s public procurement structures have been significantly remodelled.  The 

Office of Government Procurement, a division of the Department of Public Expenditure and 

Reform has responsibility since 2014 for public procurement policy and, together with a number 

of government procurement partners such as the Health Services, Defence, Education, Local 

Government and the Office of Public Works, delivers much of Ireland’s procurement of goods, 

services and capital goods.  The meeting agreed a work programme centred around: 

I. Education and awareness-raising; 

II. Data collection; and  

III. Implementation of key actions of Green Tenders 

http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/wirtschaft-konsum/umweltfreundliche-beschaffung/empfehlungen-fuer-ihre-ausschreibung
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/wirtschaft-konsum/umweltfreundliche-beschaffung/empfehlungen-fuer-ihre-ausschreibung
http://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/multifunction+device.html
http://gpp-proca.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/D2_4_Green-ProcA-Guidelines-EN_1-1.pdf
http://gpp-proca.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/D2_4_Green-ProcA-Guidelines-EN_1-1.pdf
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/themen/gpp-award-2016-auszeichnung-vorbildhafter
http://www.environ.ie/en/Environment/SustainableDevelopment/GreenPublicProcurement/PublicationsDocuments/FileDownLoad,29208,en.pdf
http://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/other/corporate/olg/greenprocurementguidanceforthepublicsector.html#.VTUKcrFOO0E
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By ensuring compliance with relevant EU environmental standards, particularly in energy 

efficiency, the meeting acknowledged public procurement in Ireland is likely to be meeting core 

green procurement criteria to the EU target levels however without adequate data collection this 

could not be substantiated.  The centralisation of the bulk of procurement at the Office of 

Government Procurement provides an opportunity to access the data required.  A subgroup is 

being formed to progress this topic and the other work programme items before year end.  It is 

also intended to undertake some pilot projects with procurement services in the coming 6 months 

as a means of building awareness and confidence in GPP. 

The next meeting of the Green Tenders Implementation group will take place in April 2016. 

Training 

GPP was also included as part of a training programme for local government procurement 

officers which took part in September.  The training manual Green Procurement – Guidance for 

the Public Sector formed the basis of the training session.  Plans are also in train for training of 

local elected representatives and local government staff. 

 

ITALY 

 National legislation on GPP 

The transposition of the Directives on public procurement and concessions is in progress. One of 

the criteria dictated by the Parliament to the Government to finalize the decree transposing the 

directives is “the forecast of measures to ensure compliance with the criteria of energy and 

environmental sustainability in public contracts and concession”.  

Therefore it is expected that the next law on public procurement and concession shall maintain 

consistency with the bill called “Provisions relating to promote environmental measures of 

green economy and for containment of excessive use of natural resources” which includes the 

mandatory integrations in public tenders of the Minimum Environmental Criteria defined within 

the GPP NAP.  

Moreover, still about national legislation on GPP, for those categories of public tenders linked to 

the energy efficiency objective, the application of the Minimum Environmental Criteria is a way 

to comply with the obligation set out in art. 6, paragraph 1, of the law transposing the Directive 

2012/27/EU on energy efficiency, stating that “central government must purchase only products, 

services and buildings with high energy-efficiency performance”. This obligation, under national 

legislation
1
, involves all kinds of public authorities, including central purchasing bodies. 

 Activities on the Minimum Environmental Criteria 

The list of the “Minimum Environmental Criteria” adopted by Decrees, covering nowadays 14 

macro categories of PGs
2
, has not been further extended since the last meeting.  

The document about the “MEC on incontinence aids: diapers”, even if not yet formally adopted, 

has been finalized by the “Ad hoc working group”. Taking into account the large diffusion of 

Environmental Product Declaration among economic operators commercializing this kind of 

products in Italy, a technical seminar about the use of Environmental Product Declaration in 

GPP, which will be held on 24
th
 September, has been organized.    

The MEC on construction, renovation and maintenance of buildings was finalized too by the ad 

hoc working group. The MEC of cleaning services in hospitals is furthermore almost finalized. 

This working group discussed about cleaning products containing non-pathogenic 

microorganisms, which some studies have shown to be able to reduce and stabilize the presence 

of pathogenic microorganisms. About this issue, we wait for the considerations related to the 

management of formulations with microorganisms within the next Commission Decision on 

establishing the ecological criteria for the award of the EU Ecolabel to all-purpose cleaners and 

sanitary cleaners.  

The first version of the MEC on textile products, amending and upgrading the MEC adopted in 

2011, was also completed. This document will be shared in the ad hoc working group next 

                                                 

1
 Decree 4th July 2014, GU ….. 

2
 http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/criteri-vigore. 

http://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/other/corporate/olg/greenprocurementguidanceforthepublicsector.html#.VTUKcrFOO0E
http://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/other/corporate/olg/greenprocurementguidanceforthepublicsector.html#.VTUKcrFOO0E
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October. The MEC on “Service of street lighting” it’s in progress too; the GPP document on 

“Road construction and maintenance” is in draft.   

 Monitoring, dissemination and training activities on MEC and GPP  

The electronic structure of the new monitoring system, although completed, is not in use yet. The 

launch and the management of monitoring activities are indeed absorbed into the competences of 

a new Authority (the National Anticorruption Authority) so they are still now under technical 

and political evaluation.  

This Authority has recently put on-line a data base about public tenders published after 2013. 

Perhaps it will be possible to monitor a representative sample of public tender in one or two PGs 

(probably cleaning services and catering services). The favorite approach of MEC and GPP 

monitoring system remains that the information relating to the application of the MEC have to be 

given by each contracting authority to the National Anticorruption Authority, in order to promote 

the use of MECs among contracting authorities. 

In relation to the next dissemination and training activities on the MEC and the GPP , note the 

following:  

- Training activities have be planned in co-financed projects within European Structural & 

Investment Funds for the programming period 2014-2020,  

- The IX edition of the ““Buy green” Forum” will be held in Rome 1-2nd October 2015 

http://www.forumcompraverde.it/  

- A booklet illustrating in a simplified manner economic and environmental reasons for 

why to apply each MEC has been recently realized; this booklet shall be published on the 

website of Ministry of the Environment http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/gpp-acquisti-

verdi dedicated to GPP and sent to a contracting authorities mailing list.  

- A congress on the GPP NAP is scheduled close to the approval of the new Code of 

Public Contracts 

- Other dissemination and training activities have been carried out under the project 

“Green proc A” co-finances by European Founds http://gpp-proca.eu/it/ . 

 Further information: market effects of GPP and perspectives about MECs/GPP.     

A product label scheme on social aspects, such as monitor and communicate the compliance with 

certain ILO Conventions along the supply chain and to perform other social requirements, is in 

progress in Italy. This private initiative has been born thanks to the guideline “Integration of 

some social aspects in public procurement”. Other label schemes on recycled content in products 

have been spread, as effects on the market of previous GPP national legislations related to 

recycled content (DM 2003). 

In Italy a huge reduction of the number of contracting authorities is in progress; these contracting 

authorities must be replaced with central purchasing bodies. This choice, made both in order to 

rationalize public spending on goods and services and to simplify anti-corruption controls, is 

seen also as positive perspective in promoting the application of MEC.   

 

MALTA 

In order to effectively mainstream the Green Public Procurement (GPP) function, the Ministry 

for Sustainable Development, the Environment and Climate Change (MSDEC) has provided 

comprehensive training of public officers involved in the drafting and evaluation of tenders. This 

training was finalised in August 2015. It is estimated that during the course of the training 

programme as well as through side events, over 450 public officials have undergone GPP 

training across all Ministries. In addition, MSDEC is also exploring other opportunities to 

provide additional and perhaps more specialised training to officials who have undergone the 

initial courses. Running in parallel to the training programme the inter-ministerial consultation 

process on the reforms to GPP continued with a further meeting held in June. During this 

meeting, it was highlighted that the mainstreaming process needs further fine tuning. As a result, 

discussions are being held with the Department of Contracts to reinforce the role of the GPP 

coordinator within every Ministry. Further discussions were also held with the Department of 

Local Government (DLG) to facilitate the adoption of the GPP administrative function in Local 

Authorities. A Government memorandum was also published to this effect on the 15 September 

2015.  

 

http://www.forumcompraverde.it/
http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/gpp-acquisti-verdi
http://www.minambiente.it/pagina/gpp-acquisti-verdi
http://gpp-proca.eu/it/
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NETHERLANDS 

The key development is the new action plan for sustainable procurement, which is expected to be 

launched after the discussion in Parliament October 1st. The plan has been drafted by 5 

Ministries (Infrastructure and the Environment, Economic Affairs, Interior and Kingdom 

relations, Foreign affairs and Social affairs) and is discussed with local authorities. 

The plan confirms the policy shift from basic criteria to encouraging and inviting companies to 

offer products and services which are as sustainable as possible. 

The plan also issues new actions, such as developing common sustainable goals with local and 

regional authorities, periodic monitoring, intensifying existing actions, increasing uniformity. 

Also the plan shifts its focus from intentions to the effectiveness and implementation of SPP. 

Good practices and sharing knowledge are crucial in this. The National government mobilises 

front runners to share practice and will stimulate other public authorities and companies to do 

the same. 

The action plan consists of 4 key action lines: 

1. Setting common goals and ambitions 

2. Developing a framework for monitoring and benchmarking 

3. Enhancing knowledge management and instruments, training procurers and project managers 

4. Governance and management of the action plan. 

The policy goals include e.g. climate change, renewable energy, resource efficiency for the 

circular economy, the use of bio based materials and resources, liveable wage and improving 

labour conditions, natural capital, and internal operational management. 

Special attention is also given to international aspects, to use of international networks and 

knowledge, share our experiences and influence the international markets, e.g. by harmonisation 

of criteria and standardisation for specific categories. 

 

POLAND 

Current document: National Action Plan on Sustainable Public Procurement for 2013-2016 

Brief description 

National Action Plan contains activities targeted at contracting authorities of central and local 

level as well as representatives of control bodies and general public focusing in particular on 

awareness raising and training events. The NAP is designed to deliver the exhaustive 

information on legal background, specific obligations and possibilities of inclusion of 

environmental and social aspects in the course of contract award procedure. It provides for the 

promotion of EU GPP criteria, dissemination of dedicated guidebooks and regular update of PPO 

website. The NAP shall contribute to popularization and support of wider social, economic and 

environmental objectives assuring long-term benefits and setting example of proper public 

expenditure.  

General objectives 

 Increase in GPP level (nationally) up to 20% of the overall number of awarded contracts 

(based on the methodology of PPO); 

 Increase in SPP (social public procurement) level (nationally) up to 10% of the overall 

number of awarded contracts (based on the methodology of PPO); 

 Increase in SPP awareness, measured by the number of trained persons and increase the 

level of contract award procedures integrating environmental considerations (600 - 

number of newly trained persons); 

 20% increase in users of individual sections of the “green public procurement” tag and 

“social procurement” tag at the PPO website; 

 Boost the market development by creating demand for products meeting high 

environmental standards and innovative environmental technologies on the part of public 

administration; 

 Support the implementation of social policy objectives by means of public procurement. 

The SPP NAP 2013-2016 is available at:  http://www.uzp.gov.pl/cmsws/page/?F;291 (PL version 

only). 

Changes in the national legislation 

http://www.uzp.gov.pl/cmsws/page/?F;291
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Due to the amendment of Public Procurement Law of 2014, the new provisions concerning 

contract award criteria were introduced to national regulations. In view of art. 91 para. 2a PPL, 

the price may be used as the sole contract award criterion, if the subject matter of a contract is 

commonly available and has established quality standards. Upon the use of price as the only 

contract award criterion, the contracting authorities such as the public finance sector units and 

state organizational units not having legal personality are obliged to determine additionally in the 

annex to the record of contract award procedure, how the costs to be incurred throughout the use 

phase of the subject matter of contract were considered in the description of the subject matter of 

a contract. The said PPL amendment entered into force on the October 19, 2014. 

Recent and current dedicated Public Procurement Office activities 

In 3
rd

 quarter of 2014, the Public Procurement Office of Poland elaborated and distributed a 

publication introducing the provisions of new EU procurement directives. A specific part of the 

publication was dedicated to contract award criteria and environmental and social aspects 

possible for inclusion throughout the whole contract award process. Apart from dissemination of 

the physical copies of the publication, its electronic form is available at the PPO website under: 

http://www.uzp.gov.pl/cmsws/page/?F;459;zamowienia_publiczne_w_ue.html (PL version only). 

Currently, the PPO is elaborating a new guide on contract award criteria. A part of it will be 

dedicated to green and social contract award criteria. The publication is to be delivered by the 

end of 3
rd

 quarter of 2015. 

The Public Procurement Office is also organizing the 8
th
 series of GPP training events. They are 

scheduled for Sept. 29. and Oct. 1, 2015. The trainings are addressed to representatives of 

contracting authorities of different levels as well as to representatives of control bodies 

responsible for scrutiny of public expenditures. 

The 9
th
 annual conference on GPP is scheduled for Dec. 3

rd
 to be held in Warsaw, Poland. 

 

PORTUGAL 

The national Green Growth Commitment was signed in 22nd April 2015. This commitment has 

several sectoral and themed initiatives; in public procurement sector, is previewed to establish an 

ecological public procurement programme and ensure that sustainability criteria are included in 

all public contracts for the purchase of goods and services. 

The site for the Portuguese Green Growth Commitment is: www.crescimentoverde.gov.pt  

The small version of the document (in English) can be consulted in: 

www.crescimentoverde.gov.pt/wp-

content/uploads/2014/10/CrescimentoVerde_ing_v_pq_bx.pdf 

In what concerns GPP strategy, the national GPP Strategy waits for political approval and there 

is no timing prevision for its launch. 

 

ROMANIA 

At present, the draft law aims at establishing the legal framework for green public procurement 

in Romania was approved by the Romanian Senate and was sent to the Chamber of Deputies for 

debate and approval. 

The law’s objectives are: 

-promoting environmental protection and sustainable development; 

-promoting sustainable consumption and production and resource efficiency; 

-encourage the development and application of clean technologies and environmentally friendly; 

-promoting social progress for economic development; 

-ensure efficient use of public funds by promoting products and services with minimal 

environmental impact, the application procedures for the award by the contracting authorities; 

-improving the quality and cost optimization benefits of public procurement for short, medium 

and long term; 

-developing the internal market of goods, services, works and green technologies.  

The law proposal is in consultation process and will be submitted for Governmental approval in 

the next period. 

The National Plan of Green Public Procurement will be developed by the central public authority 

for environmental protection, Ministry of Environment and Climate Change. 

http://www.uzp.gov.pl/cmsws/page/?F;459;zamowienia_publiczne_w_ue.html
http://www.crescimentoverde.gov.pt/
http://www.crescimentoverde.gov.pt/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/CrescimentoVerde_ing_v_pq_bx.pdf
http://www.crescimentoverde.gov.pt/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/CrescimentoVerde_ing_v_pq_bx.pdf
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 The National Plan of Green Public Procurement sets binding targets for green public 

procurement and is adopted by Government Decision. 

Contracting authorities are obliged to achieve the target for green public procurement. 

In order to achieve the targets the contracting authority awarding contracts for green public 

procurement and must set the award documentation related to environmental criteria: 

-at least one qualification or selection criteria if regards the approach of the economic agent 

related to environmental protection and the relevance for the contract. 

The contracting authority check the technical and professional potential of economic agents 

participating at green public procurement for which is required to match specific requirements 

with the volume and complexity of the products, services or works to be supplied, provided or 

executed.  

and / or  

-technical specifications that describes the contract or parts thereof as relates to compliance with 

specifications of systems, standards and/ or performance levels impacting the environment, 

favoring sustainable development by improving the quality benefits of their effectiveness and 

optimizing costs in the short and medium term. 

The public contracting authority establishes and applies the technical specifications by reference 

to the systems, standards and technical requirements that relate by:  

a) EU Ecolabel System;  

b) the specific green public procurement criteria of the European Commission;  

c) the EU criteria on organic production and labelling of organic agriculture and food products. 

 

SLOVAKIA 

1. The new GPP National Action Plan is in the process of preparation. The responsible 

authority is the Ministry of Environment (MoE) as well as for the present Action Plan. 

Discussions on cooperation with the Ministry of Interior and Slovak Environment 

Agency (SEA) were launched. The Action Plan will be mainly focus on resource 

efficiency in public procurement, environmental waste management, energy efficiency 

and raising the uptake of GPP among public authorities in Slovakia and suppliers as well 

(promoting SMEs). 

2. Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Interior and Slovak Environment Agency initiated 

consultations on implementation possibilities of GPP criteria into Slovak Electronic 

contracting system for procuring goods and services under EU financial limits. The aim 

is to reduce the administrative burdens of public authorities related to the GPP 

realization. 

3. MoE in cooperation with SEA organise GPP seminars for public procurers. 5 seminars 

are already completed with participation of 130 procurers, 3 more seminars are planned 

to be organised in autumn. SEA collects GPP good practices in Slovakia providing an 

opportunity for procurers to present experience with GPP during the GPP seminars. 

However, we still face the low collaboration from the organisation representatives. One 

seminar for representatives of Public Procurement Office is being organised as well 

(training of trainers), following the PPO's request. 

4. SEA website including GPP area was completed in July. It is focused on basic 

information on GPP such legislation, EU GPP criteria, educational activities in Slovakia, 

publications. GPP helpdesk is ongoing. 

5. First online GPP monitoring carried out by SEA was aimed to comparison of present 

monitoring system through MS Excel sheet and our own designed software. The target 

was 10 priority product groups. The online monitoring system brings an effectiveness, 

time efficiency and reduce administrative burdens. 

Slovak Electronic contracting system (SECS) 

16th of September 2014 the Slovak Electronic contracting system (SECS) was launched by the 

Ministry of Interior of Slovakia. It is an information system of public administration, a tool for 

fully automated placement of orders in public procurement. Compulsory commodities: supply of 

goods, execution of construction works, or provision of services generally available on the 

market within the contracts ranging from €1.000 to limit values determined by the directive of 

the European Commission. Procuring is available online for the public. The main objective is to 
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eliminate corruption and reduce the administrative burdens of public authorities. Using of SECS 

brings the time reduction of procurement process from usual 43 days to 3 days. SECS evaluates 

the procurement automatically, selects the winner and generates the contract without procurer's 

intervention. 

Since 1st of March 2015 there is a legal obligation to use SECS for contracting authorities of the 

Slovak Republic, municipalities, higher regional units, legal entities, associations of legal 

entities, legal entities in which the contracting authority executes direct or indirect sole control, 

legal entities incorporated or established for special purpose of fulfilment of needs of general 

interest, which do not have industrial or commercial character and are fully or for the most part 

funded, controlled or its executing (supervisory) organ is elected more than half by a contracting 

authority, or where a contracting authority provides the entity, which is not a contracting 

authority more than 50% of the financial resources for delivery of goods, services and 

construction works. 

SECS consists of 3 sub-systems: electronic market place (e-market), dynamic procurement 

system, electronic support of processes of information provision, communication, explanation 

electronic delivery. 

Functional features of electronic market place are available in the following scope: registrations, 

order placement process, offer placement, creation of structured description of order subject in 

form layout, creation of placements, registers and statistics of completed trades, automated 

notification of suppliers in the form of e-mail invitation to join open bidding for selected 

subjects of contracts.  

Placement of orders on electronic market place can be done by selecting from catalogue offer 

(electronic catalogue), defining placement electronically. In both cases a 72 hour period (in case 

of complicated trade to be appropriately prolonged) of anonymous bidding takes place; 

competition of suppliers resulting in reduction of price of contract subject. Evaluation of bidding 

followed by generation of business relationship through contract agreement with the winner of 

the bidding is performed by the information system, without the possibility of personal 

interaction. 

The participants of the trade are publically disclosed after the expiration of bidding period 

following evaluation of the bidding, when the results are available and contract agreement is 

generated, which is automatically created from the placement information, winning bid and 

general contract terms specified in the business terms of electronic market place. 

The contract agreement is published in central register of contracts; the course of trading is 

recorded, archived and publically disclosed in full extent within the period of five years. 

Benefits of e-market: 1. efficiency, effectiveness and removal of administrative burden, 2. 

transparency and elimination of corruption behaviour, 3. quality and synergy, 4. support of SME 

suppliers, 5. saving time, money and natural environment. 

Until now have been done approximately 18 000 contracts by the SECS with the savings of €25 

million (16%). 

Role of GPP in terms of SECS 

Ministry of Environment and Slovak Environment Agency are in the process of evaluating 

approximately 32 000 of description forms created by public authorities regarding the EU GPP 

criteria. We focus on highlighting green forms, where "green" means compliant with core EU 

GPP criteria. Our „green sign“ will be reflected in the contract created by the system. Based on 

this the GPP level of relevant contracts can be automatically monitored and evaluated by the 

system through its trades statistics. 

We would like to help public authorities to increase the uptake of GPP through the daily used 

system, to distinguish between green and non-green tender at the moment of creating offer, to 

support organisations to apply GPP, to reduce their administrative burdens regarding to studying 

of relevant GPP criteria.  

 

SPAIN 

1. Background 

The Spanish Council of Ministers at its meeting of July 10th 2015 adopted the agreement 

whereby the knowledge of the Second Report on the State of Green Public Procurement in the 
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General Administration of the State, its Public Bodies and the Management Entities of the Social 

Security is taken. 

The Second Report, based on the reports elaborated in the first quarter 2015 by the ministerial 

departments, public bodies and entities cited, is produced in accordance with provisions 

established in the Spanish Plan on Green Public Procurement of the General Administration of 

the State, its Public Bodies and the Management Entities of the Social Security (2008-2015) 

approved by the Council of Ministers at its meeting of January 11
th
 2008, and reflects new 

advances produced in the implementation of measures in favour of green public procurement 

since the adoption of the first report of November 4th 2011. 

2. Results and Conclusions 

The Report reflects that broad levels of general compliance have been achieved, with results of 

virtually total implementation and important achievements in most of the eight groups of 

products and services for which the Plan prioritizes the incorporation of environmental criteria, 

which are: construction and maintenance, transport, energy, office equipment, paper and 

publications, furniture, cleaning and events services.  

The Report makes a specific mention to the positive effects, which in the set of indicators of 

green public procurement has meant the implementation of the measures raised by the 

Commission for the Reform of Public Administrations (Spanish acronym, CORA) in relation to 

common services and facilities management, and administrative simplification. 

The Report mentions the very broad replacement of paper publications by publications in 

electronic systems. Furthermore almost all the departments and agencies comply with the 

separate collection of:  

 Paper and cardboard (the average implementation stands around 91.5%); 

 Toner and other printing consumable (the average implementation varies between 69 and 

99% of the number of seats. The variety is due to reasons of exceptional circumstances 

is not possible the full implementation of the separate collection in some specific 

organisms); 

 Used kitchen oils, where Departments and institutions do have kitchens; 

 Construction and demolition waste (Royal Decree 105/2008, on construction and 

demolition waste, establishes separate collection for these waste); 

 Hazardous waste. 

The Report identifies some main challenges with respect to waste management and prevention, 

which are as follows:  

 to encourage the separate collection of bio-waste (in order to achieve legal objectives by 

2020);  

 to improve the separation at source of paper and cardboard, as well as to increase the 

reduction of the generation of paper and cardboard waste. 

The Report underlines that all the departments and agencies are in compliance with:  

 Implementation of systems of water-saving, or elaboration of plans of implementation, 

or implementation of communication and information initiatives on responsible 

consumption of water; 

 Design of plans on preventive maintenance in maintenance contracts (specific air 

conditioning systems, alarms systems, automatic doors,…), or the study of maintenance 

offers is on-going 

 Incorporation of electric or hybrid vehicles, or biofuel vehicles (cases in which the 

Department or institution has vehicle fleet). This is the case of Renfe Operadora and 

ADIF (railway network),  Mancomunidad de los Canales the Taibilla (MCT) cars (this is 

the first public entity that has achieved the green fleet certification that gives the Spanish 

Association of Managers of Fleets of Cars (AEGFA); 

 Incorporation of criteria for the assessment of energy efficiency in the provision of 

messaging and mail services (reduction of the total consumption of fossil fuels) in 

departments that offer these services (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of 

Agriculture, Food and Environment, CNIG, SASEMAR). 

And almost all the departments and agencies are in compliance with:  
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 100% of equipment acquired in 2014 and 2015 has Energy Star label (80% in the case of 

equipment acquired before 2014; 1 specific case still 39%); 

 100% of equipment acquired in 2014 and 2015 are compatible with recycled paper and 

double face printing. 

It is to be mentioned that as of 31
st
 December 2014, some facts and figures are as follows: 

o 1,456 paper publications, year 2014. 1,075 recycled paper publications. 351 publications 

FSC paper (certified paper from sustainable source). (= 1,426 publications made with 

recycled or equivalent paper, a 97.94% of the total amount of paper publications (Plan 

target: 90% on December 31
st
, 2015) 

o 41.03% of publications are paper publications (1,456 paper publications, for a total of 

3,548 published works). (In 2006 75.36% of publications were paper publications (2,995 

paper publications, for a total of 3,974 publications). That means a reduction in 2014 

compared to 2006, of 45.55%, thus complying with the targets of the Plan on GPP.  

o Items such as biodegradability and free of toxic substances in cleaning products were 

included in the conditions of performance of the cleaning services contract.  

o In the case of the first phase of implementation of the present centralized cleaning 

services contract (execution period from January 1
st
 2015 to June 30   2017, covering 

401 buildings located in the Community of Madrid, 61 different organisms), specific 

environmental requirements have been taken into account. 

o Implementation of energy saving measures (replacement of conventional lighting by 

efficient lighting (LED), implementation of systems of detection of people, lighting and 

air conditioning in offices and open areas, implementation or design of planned systems 

on energy monitoring of buildings, etc.)  

o In the case of power supply, implementation of contracts awarded to companies that 

produce electricity from 100% renewable sources, certified by the National Commission 

on Energy.  

o There were successful stories within on-going EMAS implementation cases. The case of 

the Autoridad Portuaria de Cartagena (EMAS award of the Commission of the EU in 

April 2015) is to be mentioned.  

o Implementation of other initiatives:  

• From the year 2011 CEM performs a quantification of the organization GHG 

emissions (= carbon footprint), and since then they produce an annual report.  

• Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment (MAGRAMA) calculates 

(Central Services buildings) carbon footprint annually from 2010, and it has 

developed a plan for the improvement of the carbon footprint, which is in its 

draft phase.  

• CENEAM (National Center of Environmental Education, Valsaín) of the 

MAGRAMA, which calculates the carbon footprint from even several years ago, 

shows a significant emissions reduction trend. 

• An annex on environmental requirements has been incorporated to the specific 

technical conditions in the case of RENFE Group (railway network) purchase 

contracts. 

o A deep experience has been acquired by the Departments and institutions, to deal with 

updating and extension to other groups of products and services, for which the European 

Commission is elaborating or updating criteria. 

It can be concluded that in this period significant advances have occurred in the main groups of 

products and services that are included in the GPP Plan, which has contributed to the ultimate 

aim of the Plan, which is to articulate the connection between the public procurement and the 

implementation of environmentally friendly practices. 

3.  Report and submission of the Report to the EU Commission 

The Kingdom of Spain has submitted to the Commissioner of Environment, Maritime Affairs 

and Fisheries the Second Report on the State of Green Public Procurement in the General State 

Administration, its Public Bodies and the Management Entities of the Social Security. In his 

reply the Commissioner expresses his appreciation to the submission of the Report, the effort 

made by Spain in rationalization of public expenditure through the promotion of green public 
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procurement, as well as the participation of the Kingdom of Spain in the EU Commission 

Advisory Group on GPP. 

4. Publication of the Report 

The Second General Report has been published in its Spanish language version 

http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/ministerio/planes-estrategias/plan-de-contratacion-publica-

verde/segundoinformegeneralsobreelestadodelacontratacionpublicaverdeenlaage_tcm7-

389194.pdf . 

 

SWEDEN  

In 2014, the Swedish government decided to assemble all actions and information services 

supporting procuring authorities under one agency, namely the National Agency for Public 

Procurement. The decision was executed as of 1 September 2015 with the aim to strengthen 

public procurement as well as stressing the importance of activities linked to green and 

sustainable public procurement. The responsibility for the national GPP/SPP tool and many other 

functions that the Swedish Competition Authority and earlier the Swedish Environmental 

Management Council (SEMCo) had before are now transferred to the National Agency for 

Public Procurement. The homepage for the new agency is www.upphandlingsmyndigheten.se 

where the criteria are available in English 

(http://www.upphandlingsmyndigheten.se/en/sustainable-public-procurement/use-sustainable-

criteria/sustainable-procurement-criteria/).  

1.1.1. Criteria 

National Agency for Public Procurement constantly updates the criteria in the database and have 

during the last months focused on the following areas:  

 The National Agency for Public Procurement has initiated the revision of the sustainable 

public procurement criteria of medical technical consumption products. A first 

stakeholder meeting took place in September. There are expert working groups in the 

most relevant areas in close co-operation procurement expertise within county councils, 

suppliers and technical experts.   

 Indoor lighting: a new requirement demanding energy-conscious lighting design is 

launched. Purchasing organization sets a limit on energy use per squaremeter per year of 

the new (or renovated) lighting system. Limits are developed for schools, office 

buildings and care facilities/hospitals. The requirement is based on EN-standards and the 

Lighting Energy Numeric Indicator (LENI).  

 Construction criteria have been supplemented with appropriate AMA codes (Guidance 

for the preparation of particular conditions for Building and Civil Engineering Works 

and Building Services Contracts). A survey that investigates the application of 

environmental-related selection criteria for construction services by Swedish 

municipalities, as well as municipalities’ need of support from the NAPP in procuring 

these services, has been conducted. 

 The National Agency for Public Procurement has initiated a project to develop 

sustainability criteria for public swimming pools / baths with adventure. The focus of the 

work is the functional requirements that take into account energy and chemicals. A 

separate sub-project will focus on innovation zones in swimming pools. The aid will 

consist of sustainability criteria for new construction, renovation and operation of public 

swimming pools. Guidance and a possible LCC to highlight the operating costs. A first 

open stakeholder meeting was held in September.   

 The National Agency for Public Procurement have initiated an update of the criteria for 

passenger transport 

1.1.2. Non-toxic preschools 

A comprehensive support for a non-toxic preschools have been developed. The package aims at 

helping not only the procurer but all stakeholders in the process from politicians to the ones 

making the call offs at preschools. The support contains relevant criteria, relating to health and 

environmental standards for textiles and furniture and criteria for toys, duvets and mattresses and 

http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/ministerio/planes-estrategias/plan-de-contratacion-publica-verde/segundoinformegeneralsobreelestadodelacontratacionpublicaverdeenlaage_tcm7-389194.pdf
http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/ministerio/planes-estrategias/plan-de-contratacion-publica-verde/segundoinformegeneralsobreelestadodelacontratacionpublicaverdeenlaage_tcm7-389194.pdf
http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/ministerio/planes-estrategias/plan-de-contratacion-publica-verde/segundoinformegeneralsobreelestadodelacontratacionpublicaverdeenlaage_tcm7-389194.pdf
http://www.upphandlingsmyndigheten.se/
http://www.upphandlingsmyndigheten.se/en/sustainable-public-procurement/use-sustainable-criteria/sustainable-procurement-criteria/
http://www.upphandlingsmyndigheten.se/en/sustainable-public-procurement/use-sustainable-criteria/sustainable-procurement-criteria/


25 

products for cooking and dining. The package also contains web training material, support via 

helpdesk and guiding material on the webpage.  

1.1.3. LCC  

New guidance on how to use LCC-methodology in strategic planning and in different parts of the 

procurement process. Information is directed to several target groups within the purchasing 

organisation. 

1.1.4. Networking - Forum for environmental consideration in procurement  

A forum for environmental consideration in procurement was started by the Swedish 

Competition Authority. Relevant stakeholders were invited to the first meeting. The National 

Agency for Public Procurement will hold the next in October. The aim of the forum is:  

• To spread knowledge on support material and environmental procurement criteria.  

• To exchange experiences and share good examples. 

• That the knowledge passed on at the forum is regarded relevant by the participants, so they 

act as ambassadors and pass the information on into their own organizations.  

 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Please note that this GPP update covers England only and not the other UK devolved 

governments (Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland). 

Sustainable procurement generic guide for public procurers 

Defra is currently developing an easy-to-use online guide for central government and wider 

public sector procurers that brings together guidance and tools that have been developed in the 

past; aligns with the current commercial procurement model used by central government 

procurers; and directs procurers to mandatory Government Buying Standards (GBS) and EU 

Green Public Procurement (EU GPP) criteria as well as private labels. This is being overseen by 

a cross-government group of procurers and policy officials. 

Government Buying Standards 

As an increasing amount of central government procurement being aggregated through the 

Crown Commercial Service (CCS), Defra is moving towards embedding GBS criteria into large-

scale centralised public contracts and framework agreements to achieve the greatest impact 

within central government, the wider public sector and the marketplace. This will feed into the 

development of future GBS in key aggregated product areas such as ICT and Transport. 

GBS for Transport 

Defra continues to work on developing a GBS/decision tool for transport- with the focus on 

using public procurement to encourage eco-innovation (low-emission vehicles), improve air 

quality and achieve long term value for money. 

Greening Government Commitments 

The UK government is committed to promoting green public procurement, reflected in the 

commitment to buy sustainably in the Greening Government Commitments framework and 

specific commitments on timber and palm oil to lead the way on threats of deforestation, as well 

as provision of tools for central government and the wider public sector. 

As part of this framework, government departments report on their systems for taking into 

account sustainability in procurement as well as use of 6 government buying standards, which 

are buildings, ICT, vehicles, food, paper and furniture. Figures are also collected and estimated 

as to the carbon, waste and water impacts of top 500 suppliers, as much of the government’s 

environmental impact is from its supply chain. This form of reporting is at least for the UK 

government still in its early stages.  

This framework will run to 2016. An updated set of successor targets is currently in development 

to continue this work going forward to 2020, especially in the area of sustainable procurement. 

A report is published annually showing the above as well as overall departmental figures in 

relation to carbon, waste and water. The report for 2014/2015 will be published shortly. 

Timber Procurement:  

The Central Point of Expertise for Timber (CPET) set up by the UK government to provide 

guidance to public procurers on sourcing sustainable timber will end its work in March 2016. 

CPET has fulfilled its primary objective of educating public procurers to meet the UK 
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Government’s Timber Procurement Policy and has recently conducted an independent review of 

accreditation schemes. Its website will be expanded to cover most queries that would have gone 

to the CPET helpline service. 

Food Procurement: 

Food procurement remains a key priority of the UK Government. Defra is working through the 

cross Whitehall Procurement Policy Working Group to develop an inventory of when 

Government catering contracts are to be renewed.  Defra is also reviewing the buying habits 

across the public sector which will help us better understand the provenance and standards of 

food served in hospitals and schools.  Defra are expecting to launch a consultation on the 

Balanced Scorecard tool later this year.  

 

NORWAY 

Norway work on a memo regarding the leeway in the new directives regarding sustainability 

considerations. We relate this to the priority areas in Norway: building and construction, 

transportation and ICT equipment and services. 

We have launched a guidance on functional requirement as a mean for innovative, sustainable 

solutions. The guidance advice how to procure; from the planning of a procurement to fulfilment 

of the contract. The guidance has examples, advices and tools. 

Norway participate in a project “Meeting Nordic green growth through public procurement”. 

This is a program launched by the Nordic Council of Ministers and Finland, Sweden, Denmark 

and Norway participate. Norway participate in three work packages; Project management, 

Network for Capacity building and Common interpretation of the new procurement directive. 

The output of last work package will be a guidance regarding use of labels and environmental 

management systems. 

 

ICLEI 

New Projects  

 Maximising the impact of public sector procurement of renewable electricity vie green 

public procurement guidelines is a DG ENER funded project which began in August 2015. 

The project aims to develop practical tools and recommendations for revising the GPP 

criteria on electricity. An initial survey of public procurers will take place in October 2015, 

offering the opportunity for public authorities to provide information on their motivations for 

and obstacles to purchasing electricity from renewable sources. The GPP Advisory Group is 

requested to send any named contacts of electricity procurers who may be interested to 

participate in the survey to caroline.chandler@iclei.org by 8 October.   

 SPP Regions is a European project promoting the establishment of regional networks of 

municipalities collaborating on the topic of sustainable public procurement (SPP), and 

public procurement of innovation (PPI). Seven regions are currently being set up: 

Barcelona region, West France region, Rotterdam region, Torino region, Bristol region , 

Gabrovo region, Copenhagen region.  

 CEPPI began in April 2015. The project consortium uncludes the cities of  Birmingham, 

Budapest, Castellón, Valencia and Wrocław. CEPPI aims to build capacity within cities to 

achieve more sustainable energy solutions through a pro-innovation procurement approach & 

to demonstrate this by selectively intervening in scheduled public tenders. All five CEPPI 

cities have undertaken energy baseline and PPI gap analysis studies to identify which 

planned tenders are most suitable for PPI intervention and energy reduction.  

Key project and initiative developments 

 PPI4Waste kicked off in January 2015 and, after assessing the needs of almost 100 key 

stakeholders from across Europe, is getting ready to officially launch its Interest Group and 

Purchasing Community in October. The Interest Group is a wider group open to anyone 

involved with and interested in the topic of the procurement of innovative waste 

management solutions, while the Purchasing Community is a closed group open only to 

public procurers and others in the public sector actively working on this topic 

 GPP 2020 has published 34 tender models to date, with total savings of 188,205 tonnes CO2e 

and 23,190 toe. A series of fact sheets are currently under development, to share learning 

mailto:caroline.chandler@iclei.org
http://www.sustainable-procurement.org/get-involved/spp-regions/
http://www.ppi4waste.eu/
http://www.gpp2020.eu/
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from the project and provide a brief introduction to topics including carbon calculators, 

performance-based specifications, energy performance contracts, training and internal 

communication, green services and framework contracts.  

 The INNOCAT project has now launched three tenders, following successful market 

engagement activities. Project partner Resah-IDF has successfuly awarded tenders for 

biodegradable food packaging and an accompanying waste management services. These are 

available in the form of a framework contract to hospitals across France. The University of 

Sheffield has also published a tender for low carbon vending machines, which is expected to 

be awarded by the end of the year. The project has recently published a report on the 

sustainable procurement of school catering services, drawing on the experiences of project 

partner Turin and the recently formed City Interest Group. 

 The  PPI Platform continues to be a central focus for procurers looking to engage with 

innovation procurement. The The Procurement Forum has now over 2000 members and The 

PPI Guide has been translated into Hungarian, Dutch and Spanish. The second edition of the 

PPI Award is currently at the judging stage, with 5 finalists selected from a shortlist of eight 

nominees. The winner will be announced at the European Assistance for Innovation 

Procurement event in Paris (27 & 28 Oct).  

 WaterPiPP launched a call for interest in June aimed at those seeking assistance for 

preparing innovation procurement in the water sector has been launched in June in the 

WaterPiPP project. The call is addressed at public authorities and water utilities that are 

interested to apply procurement methodologies fostering innovation in the water sector and 

looking for guidance for preparing procurement procedures. Eight applications were received 

from nine contracting authorities. The applications will be evaluated during the course of 

September. onference in February 2016. 

 PROBIS is currently undergoing a period of market consultation before the lauch of three 

open EU tenders on construction works in residential and municipal buildings.A market 

consultation event was held in Torino (Italy) in July. Further market consultation events will 

be held in Gothenburg (Sweden) and Bergamo (Italy) in September. The three open calls are 

due to be published in October/November.  

The Clean Fleets project ended in August 2015, following a final public workshop in Brussels on 

21 May. The workshop provided the opportunity to present a series of policy recommendations 

on clean vehicle procurement and the Clean Vehicle Directive. The recommendations based on 

the experience gained within the project and are aimed at national and European-level policy 

makers. Other key publications include the Clean Vehicle Guide, LCC tool, a compendium of 

best practice case studies and a final results booklet drawing together the main learning and 

outputs of the project. 

Key upcoming events  

 The PPI Award ceremony will form part of the upcoming European Assistance for 

Innovation Procurement event in Paris (27 & 28 Oct). The next PPI training will take place 

10 Nov in Barcelona 

 The PPI4Waste Interest Group and Purchasing Community will be officially launched at the 

PPI4Waste Procurement Foresight Workshop, organised by project partner ACR+, in 

Brussels on October 29. 

Procura+ Seminar: The seminar will focus on low-carbon GPP and will be organised for 50 – 80 

participants to exchange best practices, tendering experiences and challenges in the 

implementation of GPP in different European countries. It will form part of the events series of 

the GPP 2020 project and will take place in Barcelona (Spain) from 11-12 November 2015. 

http://www.sustainable-catering.eu/
http://www.innovation-procurement.org/
https://www.innovation-procurement.org/fileadmin/editor-content/Guides/PPI-Platform-Guide-HUN-final-lowres.pdf
https://www.innovation-procurement.org/fileadmin/editor-content/Guides/PPI_Guide_dutch.pdf
https://www.innovation-procurement.org/fileadmin/editor-content/Guides/PPI-Platform-Guide-ES-final-lowres.pdf
http://eafip.eu/events/major-events/eafip-major-event-paris/
http://eafip.eu/events/major-events/eafip-major-event-paris/
http://www.waterpipp.eu/
http://www.waterpipp.eu/
http://www.probisproject.eu/
http://www.clean-fleets.eu/
http://www.clean-fleets.eu/publications
http://eafip.eu/events/major-events/eafip-major-event-paris/
http://eafip.eu/events/major-events/eafip-major-event-paris/
http://www.innovation-procurement.org/training/
http://www.gpp2020.eu/events-and-training/webinar-series

