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Inspiring Essen
Essen, our European Green Capital for 2017, is an excellent example of a city striving for,
and achieving, great progress in environmental sustainability.
Essen’s transformation into the greenest city in North Rhine-Westphalia is particularly
interesting and impressive as the city’s development has been so strongly based on the
coal and steel industry. It shows just how much going green can enhance the quality of
life for those living in our cities through cleaner air and water, green spaces and efficient
transport and waste infrastructures.
This vast transformation from an industrial centre to a European Green Capital required
vision, good governance, leadership and the involvement of citizens. Essen, like many
other European Green Capitals, has been working closely together with citizens on a
wide range of projects to improve their quality of life, in particular on protecting and
promoting nature and biodiversity.
I would like to thank those already involved in these projects and encourage everyone to play
their part in future initiatives. You are crucial to the city’s success! And the city we see today is
only the beginning, as Essen remains ambitious in its future environmental objectives.
But the benefits of the European Green Capital Award reach far beyond the winning city
itself: the award also inspires and motivates other cities to improve themselves. We want the
winning cities to remain true to their course and continue to inspire others long into the future.
We could not have a more deserving and suitable role model than Essen for cities
throughout Europe and the world as they seek to fulfil the goal that the United Nations
has set to make all of our cities “inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”.
I look forward to seeing how Essen’s programme as European Green Capital 2017
unfolds over the coming year.

Karmenu Vella
Commissioner for Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries
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Building Essen’s
future together
On 18 June 2015, the European Commission jury awarded the city of Essen the title of
European Green Capital 2017. In particular, the effects of the structural change from
a coal and steel city “to the third greenest city” in Germany were highlighted in the
explanatory statement of the jury. This means that Essen plays a pioneering role for
many cities in Europe that are now undergoing structural change.
Essen’s vision of the future is that of a prospering, sustainable, liveable city that is resistant
to climate change and offers its citizens a healthy environment. Essen promotes green
infrastructure with high-quality air and water, parks with a great recreational value, an
innovative and environmentally friendly (green) economy, integrative education and
future-oriented mobility concepts. All of these aspects are part of the goals we want
to achieve in the near future: a modal split of 25 % each by the year 2035 (25 % public
transport, 25 % car traffic, 25 % cyclist, 25 % pedestrian), reduction of CO2 output by
40 % by 2020, and 20 000 green jobs by 2025, just to name a few examples.
Therefore, the programme of the European Green Capital 2017 will address 12 ‘green’
topics in total, from climate change, urban transport and air quality to waste generation,
water management and energy efficiency. Our aim is to trigger sustainable processes
and developments that will sustainably secure the quality of life in our city, or possibly
even improve it further. In doing so, we will use existing synergies with regional
projects of the Ruhr Metropolis, but also with project partners at national, European
and international level.
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Five key themes have been developed to prepare the content of our programme for this year, each
involving a multitude of events, congresses, projects and activities:
❙ ‘My paths’: activities focusing on mobility aspects.
❙ ‘My rivers’: an exploration of the conversion of the Emscher system and of the project “ESSEN.
New Ways to the Water”.
❙ ‘My green spaces’: green areas in the city, citizenship, resilience, sustainable forestry and
transformation.
❙ ‘My shopping’: sustainable behaviour in daily life.
❙ ‘My future’: new jobs in the green economy, innovative developments and facets of environmental
education.
The various projects, actions and events proposed as part of our European Green Capital year are
grouped under these headings.
The main focus in 2017 will be on Essen’s citizens. Our aim is to awaken their curiosity to deal with
green topics in our city, encourage residents to join in, and create the future of our city together.
Therefore, our motto is: Green up your life!

Thomas Kufen
Mayor of the City of Essen

7

ESSEN | European Green Capital 2017

Steel city goes green
Close your eyes and picture Essen. Green spaces, blue skies and
a bright future? Yes indeed! Essen has undergone a remarkable
transition, and the momentum continues to build: residents and
authorities are determined to take their city further along the path to
sustainability. Their ambition, enthusiasm and creativity have won
them the prestigious title of European Green Capital 2017.
This achievement marks a new milestone in the history of this former mining city located in the
heart of the Ruhr Metropolitan Area in North Rhine-Westphalia, also known as Ruhrgebiet. Essen’s
last coal mine closed in 1986, marking the end of a defining chapter in the city’s long history. Once
driven by a strong coal and steel industry, Essen’s economy is now primarily powered by the service
and finance sector, which in 2014 provided nearly 86 % of the city’s employment.
In the coming years, Essen intends to become even more sustainable, liveable and socially minded
as part of an ongoing drive to secure and improve its citizens’ quality of life. Essen’s vision for the
future is that of a prosperous metropolis that is managed sustainably, is resilient to climate change,
and whose citizens benefit from a healthy environment.
A wide variety of projects are currently pursuing the city’s vision for its future, in areas as diverse
as green infrastructure, air quality, and the promotion of an innovative, eco-friendly economy. The
city where Germany’s first environmental initiative – a working group established at one of Essen’s
hospitals – was launched back in 1962 is determined to remain at the forefront of change.

Essen is the first former mining city to be awarded the title of European Green Capital.
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Vibrant and verdant
Essen enjoys high economic growth, taking ninth place
among the 10 most populated cities in Germany, and it is
home to some of the country’s leading companies, including
major European energy providers.

Essen has won official
recognition as a Green
City Fit For Life.

The city today owes much to the influence of German urban
planner Robert Schmidt, who served as a technical adviser to
the city’s authorities from 1907 to 1920. Amid the mine shafts,
slag heaps and billowing smoke, he envisioned a city more in tune
with nature and the needs of its residents without jeopardising the
region’s economic clout.
Schmidt’s designs called for green spaces to be preserved and new open areas to be created,
widening the scope for citizens to spend time outdoors after a hard day’s work. This inspiration
resonated beyond the city limits, helping to shape not just Essen, which ranks third among
Germany’s cities in terms of its share of green and other unsealed areas, but also the wider
metropolitan area along the River Ruhr.
In Essen, the nearest
patch of green is never
far away.
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Today, a hundred years on, Essen has won official recognition
as a ‘Green City Fit for Life’, Schmidt’s master plan having helped
to pave the way for the city’s transition from grey to green. With
several hundred kilometres of cycle paths, some two dozen
rehabilitated sections of streams and rivers, and green spaces
covering the equivalent of more than 2200 football fields,
Germany’s ninth-largest city is sowing the seeds of a sustainable
future.
Nature is responding. Once considered extinct in North RhineWestphalia, the peregrine falcon has returned to Essen and the
wider region. This development echoes advances throughout
Germany, where this bird of prey is no longer included on the
red list of threatened species. As of 2014, Essen boasts four
breeding pairs.

Ripple effects
And fish have begun to return to rehabilitated parts of the
Emscher, the river running through Essen’s northern half. Used as
an open sewer for decades, this tributary of the Rhine was long
considered biologically dead – and its heavily polluted waters
also constituted a threat to public health. Massive subsidence
caused by centuries of mining activity in the area had affected
the natural flow of the river, reducing its drainage capability.
A comprehensive re-naturalisation project launched in the
early 1990s is bringing about change. With a run-time spanning
decades and a budget of several billion euros, this undertaking
– known as the Emscher Conversion – is one of Europe’s largest
infrastructure projects.

11

A fitting logo
Along with the official European Green
Capital logo, Essen’s own visual identity for
its year was inspired by the designs urban
planner Robert Schmidt developed for the
city about a century ago. His vision for the
various neighbourhoods took account of
the city’s mixed topography of high and low
terrain, and the logo reflects this pattern of
development.
The logo was created by graphic designer
Klaus Falke, who explained that its main
components are the green beltways, valleys,
front gardens, avenues and meadows
surrounded by the Rivers Ruhr and
Emscher.
“The bands of green running north to
south highlight the growing connection of
landscapes in the Ruhr valley,” he noted,
adding that the logo “shows the complexity
of the history of Essen’s green spaces in
simplified form.”

12
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Key facts
❙ Germany’s ninth-largest city
❙L
 ocated in one of Europe’s biggest
conurbations: the Ruhr Area …
❙…
 in the heart of the German Land of
North Rhine-Westphalia
❙5
 89 145 inhabitants (as of 31 December
2016)
❙A
 territory of 210.3 km2
❙T
 raversed by two rivers: the Emscher and
the Ruhr …
❙…
 and the Rhine-Herne Canal
❙ 1 160 years of history …
❙…
 and a clear vision for the future

The last coal mine to close in
Essen is now a UNESCO World
Heritage site.

Work to return the Emscher to a near-natural state is advancing
along the course of the river, from its source in the east of the Ruhr
area towards the west, and the process is about to reach Essen.
The waste-water canal, which is being replaced by underground
sewers, is due to disappear within the next two years, giving way
to the rehabilitated River Emscher in a remodelled landscape.
The City of Essen has flanked this endeavour with the initiative
‘Essen. New ways to the water’, an action plan inspired by
the opportunities for urban and open space development
arising from the rehabilitation of the Emscher. It has already renaturalised all but one of the river’s tributaries on its territory,
in cooperation with the water management association
of the cities and counties located along the Emscher
(Emschergenossenschaft), and work on the remaining stream is
in progress. Some 150 km of paths connecting the Emscher and
the Ruhr were created for cyclists and pedestrians.
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But the transformation of
the Emscher is not the only
project that is enabling
“Cycling is a simple response to complex
the residents of Essen
challenges. Cycling solves problems relating
to reclaim their rivers
to global climate, traffic, urban planning and
and streams. The city
has launched a series of
public health. But that is not why I cycle. I
water-related projects.
cycle, privately and professionally, because
Today,
Essen’s tap water
it’s fun.”
ranks among the cleanest
Martin Spletter, cycling reporter
in Germany, and after a
40-year ban on swimming in
the Ruhr, Essen aims to open
designated bathing areas in 2017.
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Highlights
❙5
 3 % of green and other unsealed areas
❙3
 76 km of cycle paths
❙7
 3 bus and train lines
❙3
 100 ha of green or wooded areas
❙3
 million trees … and counting
❙2
 6 stretches of rehabilitated stream or
river
❙9
 2 000 m3 of excellent drinking water per
day
❙9
 000 allotment gardeners

A holistic approach
Good water quality overall means a better environment and
therefore healthier residents. And Essen has found other ways to
boost sustainability and quality of life – notably by promoting
alternative forms of transport. The city has invested heavily in
cycling infrastructure, as well as in public transport, mobility
across different forms of transport, and vehicle-sharing schemes.
Essen has also taken comprehensive, determined action to boost
the city’s energy performance, improve waste management,
limit noise, and confront the challenges associated with climate
change. Measures in many areas combine to advance the city’s
green revolution. There is more to green than grass – and Essen
is striving to address it all.

❙ 1 4 farm shops
❙F
 air Trade Town since 2013
❙4
 0 000 visits annually to Essen’s
‘Nature School’ for children
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Why Essen won
“Essen demonstrated a strong vision for the future, which is firmly
based on the ethos ‘ESSENtials – changing the way we act’,” the jury
observed in its report for the European Green Capital Award 2017.
Behavioural change and citizen engagement were noted as central to the strategy of the former
mining city, which won the award against strong competition. In total, 12 cities from 8 countries had
applied for the 2017 European Green Capital award. Along with Essen’s entry, submissions arrived
from Cork, Lahti, Pécs and Umeå – respectively located in Ireland, Finland, Hungary and Sweden.
Two each were filed by cities in the Netherlands and Turkey, more specifically ‘s-Hertogenbosch and
Nijmegen, Bursa and Istanbul. Portugal was also represented, with applications from Cascais, Lisbon
and Porto.
Twelve contestants, and 12 highly detailed applications outlining their efforts to advance
environmentally friendly urban living – documentation like this is a rich source of inspiration, which
the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Environment, as the organiser of the contest,
encourages others to tap into. Best practice and benchmarking information is disseminated in the
form of an annual report based on the year’s applications. A detailed technical assessment report is
also available online, as is the winning entry.
Following the technical assessment, four of these applications were shortlisted for consideration by
the jury. Essen’s entry was among them. “The city is making admirable efforts to establish itself as
a ‘city in transformation’ that is overcoming a challenging industrial history to reinvent itself as a
‘green city’ and a leading example for others,” the expert panel noted.
More specifically, the panel acknowledged the city’s consistently strong overall performance across
many of the indicators. Not only did it emphasise the conversion of the Emscher system, it also
highlighted the prospective improvements to the waste-water treatment system, which it viewed
as an expression of ambition and innovation. The city’s objectives in this area notably include a

Dubois Arena is listed as 1 of 111 main sites to visit in the Ruhr area.
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“Soot, dirt, stench and billowing chimneys –
this is what people in other places still associate
with Essen. But Essen is prettier and greener than
you’d think. All the parks and expanses of water
give you a real zest for life. We earned the title
of European Green Capital.”

Zafer D. Yildirimer, interpreter

reduction in micro-pollutant emissions and efforts to
remove pharmaceuticals, in line with the watch list
of the EU Water Framework Directive.

Ambition and innovation
“Essen also leads by example in the field of
integrated environmental management with the
implementation of green public procurement and
the use of initiatives such as Ökoprofit and Kaktus,”
the expert panel noted.

Green public procurement enables public authorities
to express their commitment to greater sustainability
through their own purchasing decisions. Giving preference
to products, services and works with a reduced environmental
impact is a powerful way to support green consumption and growth –
particularly in sectors where the public purse contributes a large share of the funding.
Ökoprofit (also referred to as Ecoprofit, in English) is an initiative designed to help businesses
reduce their consumption of energy and resources. It is organised in rounds, eight of which were
launched between 2002 and 2014 in Essen.
By the end of this period, Ökoprofit Essen had helped as many as 91 companies, enabling them to
save a combined 40 000 tonnes of carbon dioxide, 96 GWh of energy and 134 000 m3 of water per
year, cut waste generation by nearly 2 500 tonnes, and achieve cost reductions of nearly EUR 8 million
annually in total. Approximately EUR 19 million were leveraged in investments. A further round
began in June 2016, with another due to start in 2017.
Kaktus involves a number of associations and authorities in a joint action programme for the
environment and sport. It helps to promote environmentally friendly leisure activities and resolve
potential conflicts between environmental protection, nature conservation, horticulture, forestry
and sport. The activities of this local alliance notably include addressing aspects relevant to nature
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A multifaceted award …
More than two out of three Europeans live in cities, and consequently
environmental initiatives often originate in urban areas – many of
which face similar challenges. The European Green Capital Award is an
initiative of the European Commission to reward cities that have a wellestablished record of achieving high environmental objectives and have
developed innovative solutions to advance this aim.
Europe’s Green Capitals are therefore also chosen for their capacity
to serve as role models, offering them an opportunity to inspire other
cities by promoting best practice, sharing experience, and advance
the dissemination of the European Green Capital model.
However, it is performance past, present and planned that gets a city
through the first stage of the selection process, as reflected in the Award’s
slogan ‘Green City Fit for Life’. A panel of independent experts assesses
the performance of the competing cities in view of 12 environmental
criteria. A city’s application therefore provides a detailed description of
its green credentials.
Based on this assessment, the panel shortlists a number of applicants
for the award. The winner is selected in a second stage by a jury
comprising representatives from European and international
organisations in the environmental field. The jury evaluates their
commitment to ongoing environmental improvement and sustainable
development, as well as their skills in communication, and the extent
to which they could act as a role model by showcasing successful
practice for use elsewhere.
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… reflecting many shades
of green
Contenders for the title of European
Green Capital are assessed for their
performance in 12 key areas:
1.	Climate change: mitigation
and adaptation
2. 	 Local transport
3. 	Green urban areas incorporating
sustainable land use
4. 	 Nature and biodiversity
5. 	 Ambient air quality
6. 	 Quality of the acoustic environment
7. 	 Waste production and management
8. 	 Water management
9. 	 Waste-water treatment
10. E
 co-innovation and sustainable
employment
11. E
 nergy performance
12.	Integrated environmental management

18
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Courage and vision
Cities applying for the European Green
Capital Award accept a tough challenge:
it takes courage and dedication to contend
for this title. Along with a broad consensus
at all levels of the city, strong political
commitment is crucial, as is the full backing
of the city’s administration the latter two
going hand in hand.
And of course, the citizens need to be
involved in the process. Their support
determines the success of projects on
the ground, helping cities to reap the full
benefits of the award.
European Green Capital cities have another
thing in common. Applying for the award
means that they have coordinated their
approach to urban planning across different
departments, bringing them together under
a shared vision and thereby improving the
quality of the city’s urban planning process.

in the organisation of large sports events, and identifying suitable
areas for new activities, such as slacklining or downhill biking, or
ways to limit their impact on nature.

A role model
The jury, which assessed the shortlisted applications in the
second stage of the selection process, decided to award the
title to Essen, emphasising the way in which this contender had
embraced the transformation from an industrial powerhouse
into a “cleaner, greener city”. “The jury was particularly impressed
by how Essen has replaced old industries with new green jobs
which have greater potential for the future,” the jury report noted.
Green employment has notably been created in the energy
sector, with major providers established in Essen pursuing
alternatives to conventional production. A profusion of small
and medium-sized enterprises specialises in environmental
technologies, and further activity focuses on resource efficiency.
Training and education are available for green careers in a variety
of additional areas, such as horticulture, hydraulic engineering
and water-resource management.
While the jury acknowledged Essen’s outstanding environmental
performance and the city’s great strides towards a more
sustainable future, it observed that this transition remains a
work in progress. Essen, it added, has set itself ambitious targets,
and put dedicated infrastructure in place to tackle areas that
remain a challenge for the city. The jury further expressed the
conviction “that Essen will act as a strong role model for other
cities undergoing transformation”.
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Essen will act as a
strong role model for
other cities undergoing
transformation.

The award was presented
to Essen at a ceremony in
June 2015 by Karmenu
Vella, EU Commissioner
for Environment, Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries.

“It gives me great pleasure to
present Essen with the European
Green Capital Award for 2017,” the
Commissioner said. “Essen has used
the lessons from its industrial past to
build an environmentally sound future. It has
applied the principle of working with nature and reaped
spectacular results. We have a great deal to learn from Essen’s
green infrastructure and indeed from its ambitious plans for the
future. I look forward to the events that will mark its year as the
2017 European Green Capital.”

Reclaimining urban
wasteland: University
Park Essen is an
example of the city’s
transformation.
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And the winner is …
To date, nine cities have won this annual
award:
❙2
 010: Stockholm
❙ 2011: Hamburg
❙ 2012: Vitoria-Gasteiz
❙ 2013: Nantes
❙ 2014: Copenhagen
❙ 2015: Bristol
❙ 2016: Ljubljana
❙ 2017: Essen

In 2018, the title will go to Nijmegen.
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A commitment to change
Transitioning towards greater sustainability is not an abstract aim for
a distant future. It is an investment that produces concrete advantages
in the short and long term, with more and more benefits as the vision
and strategy turns into reality. Quality of life, for example, is bound
to improve in communities that set out on this journey: extra steps
may be needed in many areas, but ultimately they will lead to a more
liveable and healthier city.
Essen has taken measures across all aspects of environmental performance, and its application
for the European Green Capital Award was an opportunity to take stock of these advances. The
Urban Environment Good Practice and Benchmarking Report 1 for the 2017 award cycle highlights
a number of the city’s achievements and objectives.
Plans to reduce carbon emissions rank prominently among them. Comprehensive measures have
been taken to align with the targets set at national level, which call for a reduction of 40 % by 2020 in
preparation of even greater improvement within the subsequent 30 years. By 2050, Essen intends to
become a low-carbon city and achieve a reduction of 95 % in the process. The base year considered
in both cases is 1990.
Meeting such ambitious objectives can, of course, not be left to chance. Success depends on
cooperation between a wide variety of stakeholders, notably from business and academia as well as
the city authorities themselves.

1

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/press-communications/egca-publications/index.
html

A day out on the Ruhr Valley Cycle Route is a great way to explore the area.
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Climate matters
A Climate Agency was founded in 2012 with backing from the
German Federal Ministry of Education and Research to foster
this interaction and a new climate culture. It is open to anyone
in Essen with an interest in climate issues and decarbonisation,
and extends independent support to consumers, companies and
other entities. It also provides advice on other potential sources
of financial support, holds events and organises campaigns.
The agency thus supports action at many levels – from
improvements to individual buildings to projects for whole
neighbourhoods and initiatives for the entire city. An energy
expert partner system assists it in this task, offering advice to
building owners at all phases of the renovation process.
Along with existing technologies, Essen strives to foster the
development of new solutions: it favours eco-innovation both
as a purveyor of practical solutions for tricky problems and as a
source of sustainable employment.
The comprehensive measures taken in pursuit of Essen goals
for reduced carbon emissions are producing impressive results.
Examples include waste-water treatment plants designed to
generate energy rather than consume it, new green spaces that
act as carbon sinks, and a wide range of investments in more
energy-efficient equipment.
A renovation programme for street lighting, for instance, has
reduced carbon dioxide emissions by 3000 tonnes per year.
Average heat consumption across the residential units of
municipal housing association Allbau AG has fallen by 20 %,
largely due to the modernisation of the heating systems in 1900
of these units, for a total investment of some EUR 64 million.

Krupp Park plays an important role in
Essen’s urban climate adaptation strategy.
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Renovation and better monitoring, along with
other supporting actions, have enabled the city
to slash the energy consumption of municipal
buildings by 16 % over the past 10 years.

A breath of fresh air
“Der Himmel über dem Ruhrgebiet muss wieder blau
werden,” said German statesman Willy Brandt in 1961 –
“the sky above the Ruhr region has to turn blue again”.
This much-quoted demand, which marks the start of
environmentally aware political thinking in Germany,
was triggered primarily by the fact that high pollution
levels throughout the area were affecting public health.

23

“In this age of hectic
activity and pressure
to perform, natural green
spaces play an important role in
regeneration, relaxation, and being
able to breathe deeply again. I can’t think of a
single street in Essen without trees, and when I
sometimes cycle to work I am delighted by the
nature that lives right here in the middle of
the city.”
Annette Kalthoff, natural healing
practitioner

Meanwhile, Essen’s air quality has improved, although annual
exceedances are still reported for one of the monitored pollutants
(nitrogen dioxide) on particularly busy streets. The number of days on
which the daily limit value for PM10 – particulate matter 10 micrometres or less
in diameter – was exceeded fell sharply between 2004 and 2013 and is now stable under the statutory
requirements.
But Essen wants more – or rather, in this case, Essen wants less! Improvements are being pursued
in two stages. More needs to be done to ensure that nitrogen dioxide remains below EU limits
throughout its territory as soon as possible. And in the longer term, by 2035, it aims to comply with
the guidelines of the World Health Organization, which are stricter with regard to PM10.
The city’s determination to reduce its carbon dioxide emissions is also expected to bring this aim
within easier reach. By the same year, Essen hopes to have achieved a more eco-friendly modal split,
with motorised private transport accounting for no more than 25 %, and the remaining 75 % shared
evenly across public transport, cycling and walking.

24
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Lake Baldeney is one of
many local beauty spots.

Steps have already been taken to align public transport provisions more closely with users’ needs
to advance this aim. Investments in infrastructure for cyclists and pedestrians are also helping to set
the scene for sustainable mobility, as is the provision of charging stations for electric cars.

Quiet, please!
Road and rail traffic are the main sources of noise in Essen. A number of measures have been put in
place to reduce the burden.
These notably include the use of low-noise asphalt. Since August 2014, 18 sections of road have
been resurfaced using material developed at the Ruhr University of Bochum, at a cost of EUR 12.1
million.
Low-speed zones and noise barriers have brought further relief – speed limits of 30 kph apply in 219
areas, covering 80.3 km2 in total. Public awareness campaigns highlighting the advantages of public
transport have also been carried out.
As many as 82 potential quiet zones – covering a combined area of 62 km2 – have been identified
on the basis of noise maps. They will encompass green areas dedicated to conservation or leisure,
although residential or business locations may also be included at a later stage. Additionally, noisereduction measures have been carried out with regard to the railways.
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Crystal-clear water
However, noise is not always the first aspect citizens associate
with the word ‘pollution’.
In Essen, the conversion of the River Emscher, formerly used as
the biggest sewer in the Ruhr Area, back into a clean river, is one
of Europe’s largest infrastructure projects and a possible blueprint
for other, similarly ambitious endeavours. This project, which
notably involves the construction of 400 km of underground
sewers, and the re-naturalisation process of the Emscher that
is restoring it to good health, is emblematic of the region’s
transformation ability.
A vast undertaking like the Emscher Conversion could easily
distract from other projects relevant to the treatment of waste
water – particularly because it involves a number of interesting
innovations. In particular, an automated system for inspection
and cleaning of the sewers has been developed, replacing the
conventional manned inspection process.
But this is not the only waste-water project that is helping to
boost sustainability and quality of life in Essen. Ongoing activities
include efforts that focus on the water courses into which waste
Essen has taken
action to rehabilatate
the tributaries of the
Emscher throughout its
territory.

25

Together for affordable,
clean water
In order to secure high-quality and lowcost drinking water production for the long
term, the Essen-Überruhr and Essen-Horst
waterworks are operated as a network, i.e.
hydraulically interconnected.
This extensive drinking-water treatment
system involved an investment of
EUR 55 million, motivated by the
anticipated rise in demand and a
requirement to keep harmful substances
to a minimum. Ultraviolet disinfection
ensures that this minimisation principle is
consistently applied.
In this combined set-up, the quality
of the drinking water is protected by
an expanded multi-barrier system.
Known as the “Essen process”, this new
approach is already arousing interest in
the water utility industry.

26
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Spawning solutions
Going green means moving forward –
literally, in some cases. Fish heading
upstream in the Ruhr will soon be able
to make their way across the weir that
holds the river’s water back to form Lake
Baldeney, in the south of Essen. Towering
at a height of nearly 9 m, this construction
currently constitutes an insurmountable
obstacle for the river’s migratory species.
A novel ‘fish lift’ system is about to be put
at their disposal, in line with a requirement
in the Water Framework Directive that calls
for such barriers to be tackled. It involves
pumping water into a vertical pipe to raise a
“lift cabin” once enough fish have gathered
inside. There will be two such lifts, operated
in turns to ensure that the fish do not have
to wait.
The system is a project of the Ruhr
Regional Association. Its implementation
is being followed with keen interest by
other dam and weir operators looking for
astute solutions.
North Rhine-Westphalia is contributing
EUR 3.3 million to the total cost of
EUR 4.3 million. A more conventional
fish passage in this particular site would
potentially have cost twice as much.

water is discharged, with the aim of reducing their load of
organics, bacteria and micro-pollutants. An awareness-raising
programme has also been launched in North Rhine-Westphalia
to reduce the load of pharmaceuticals in waste water.
Pollutants that do not reach the water supply do not have to
be eliminated at great cost later. The source for most of Essen’s
drinking water is the River Ruhr, where significant improvements
in water quality have been observed, notably as a result of a
programme implemented by the state of North Rhine-Westphalia.
Essen already benefits from good drinking water, and is taking
additional steps to boost the quality and security of this supply.
The city’s astutely designed water-management system includes
a number of innovative features, such as multifunctional green
areas that help to absorb rainwater, pre-empt floods and
replenish groundwater reserves. Adaptations to prepare the
system for the consequences of climate change are also planned.

Repurposing derelict land
The city’s extensive green areas play a key role in its efforts to
mitigate these consequences. The newly extended Krupp Park,
for example, has a climate-balancing effect on the highly builtup surrounding areas, and notably features a lake that is fed
with rainwater from the roofs of nearby buildings. This extension
is a prominent example of Essen’s successful development of
disused land.
Other landmark projects include the university district and the
construction of the first section of Germany’s inaugural fast
cycle route.
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With its high share of green and open spaces, the city remains in
touch with nature. Like other parts of the Ruhr area, it is home to
an astounding variety of flora and fauna. The grounds of the last
colliery to close in Essen, for example, which are now a UNESCO
world heritage site, are a haven for a number of species that are
threatened in the wider region, such as natterjack toads, bluewinged grasshoppers and various plants.

Many more irons in the fire
The examples above can only hint at the full extent of Essen’s
activities in support of eco-friendly urban living. There is so much
more going on, and the city’s programme of events for 2017 is an
attractive way to find out about it all.
The profusion of projects, initiatives, networks and developments
that are advancing Essen’s green transition is also clearly explained
in the text of the application. Along with details of achievements
to date and plans for the future, this comprehensive description
conveys an image of the complex interplay of action at municipal,
regional, national and EU level that is helping to shape Essen’s
sustainable future.
A city acting in isolation can only achieve so much, particularly
if it is part of an extended urban area. Essen maintains close
connections and synergies with the other cities in the Ruhr
Metropolis and with the Ruhr Regional Association, a body in
which they cooperate for the promotion of this region and which
is notably responsible for regional planning throughout the area.
Together, several initiatives deployed across city limits, or indeed
throughout the region, are helping to transform Essen into an
even more liveable, increasingly resource-efficient city – and, in
turn, improvements in the city may well help to take the entire
region forward.
The lake in Krupp Park is fed with rainwater from
the roofs of nearby buildings.
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Essen’s many green spaces offer residents room to relax.
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Ready, steady, green!
Being awarded the title of European Green Capital gives
a city an edge when it comes to boosting awareness,
sharing best practice and inspiring others. Essen
intends to put this advantage to good use. Its
programme of events for its year as the title holder
includes more than 400 projects and events.

On the agenda,
more than
400 projects
and events.

A first-rate programme, a dedicated magazine and a festive opening
ceremony are just some of the highlights of Essen’s year as European
Green Capital. Essen is seizing the opportunity to celebrate the city’s progress
towards greater sustainability, to spread the world about eco-friendly urban living
and launch new initiatives for the future.

A rich programme
“I am very pleased that we are able to present such a diversified, future-oriented programme for our
Green Capital year,” said Thomas Kufen, Mayor of the City of Essen, as he unveiled the city’s plans at
a press conference in November 2016. “First and foremost, the award is a tribute to the citizens of
Essen. However, with this programme, we would also like to underline that we act as a role model to
other cities, both nationally and internationally.”
“The involvement of Essen’s citizens in this programme is crucial,” added Simone Raskob, Project
Leader and Head of the city’s Department of Environment and Construction. Sustainability was
another guiding principle behind the development of the programme, she added. “It is designed to
initiate lasting developments that improve the quality of life in Essen.”

Grugapark Essen developed from the Great Ruhr Landscape Gardening Exhibition in 1929.
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The launch of Essen’s Green Capital year
was a colourful event.

Welcome to Essen!
Essen is a popular tourist destination and
as European Green Capital it is looking
forward to an even greater number of
visitors in 2017. Activities to meet their
interests include thematic tours focusing
on aspects such as the environment and
structural change, the Emscher Conversion,
parks and green spaces, as well as
biodiversity and nature activities.
Tailor-made activities for visiting
groups are also planned. And of course,
the programme includes a large number
of conferences for participants eager
to discover the city.
Specific arrangements to welcome everyone
include a visitor centre and web portal.
To make it all happen, a small army
of volunteers is ready to offer support
at various points of the programme.
These enthusiastic helpers may well be the
first locals whom visitors meet upon arrival
– at the railway station, for example.
Details are available online:
http://www.essengreen.capital

A string of conferences will enable sustainability experts and
other stakeholders to exchange experience and successful
practice. Presentations and information sessions will help to
convey insights, and various training opportunities will enable
participants to acquire new skills in areas such as urban gardening
and the sharing economy.
A dedicated magazine (named Heimatgrün), an app and a website
are available to keep Essen’s citizens and visitors updated about
Essen’s European Green Capital year and help disseminate the
ideas and concepts underpinning its green revolution. Regular
updates will be posted on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, and
a film presenting Essen and its green assets and credentials has
also been produced.
Financial support for Essen’s application and title-holder activities
was secured from a wide variety of sources. Public funding for
a total amount of about EUR 10 million was contributed by the
state of North Rhine-Westphalia and the national government,
complementing the city’s own investment of EUR 5 million.
Sponsoring is expected to increase the budget by another EUR
2.5 million.
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Five project clusters

Award milestones 2017

Essen’s European Green Capital activities include numerous
projects initiated either by the city or its residents. These projects
are divided into five thematic areas:

❙J
 anuary: Official launch of Essen’s Green
Capital year

❙  My paths
Car-sharing, cycling, public transport – projects implemented
under this heading explore various aspects of sustainable
mobility.
❙  My rivers
Much of Essen is located between the Emscher and the Ruhr.
A stream of projects addresses various topics surrounding these
rivers and the associated green and blue infrastructures.
❙  My shopping
This section highlights sustainable consumption, including
food production, fair trade, eco-friendly construction, waste
management and recycling.
❙  My green spaces
Essen’s European Green Capital activities include plenty of
projects dedicated to the city’s parks and open spaces, and to the
services they provide.
❙  My future
This section focuses on green jobs and the related education and
training. Projects set up to convey information on sustainability
and the environment in general are also listed here.

Eco-innovation is helping
to create new, green jobs.

❙M
 ay: Launch of applications for the title
of European Green Capital 2020
❙J
 une: Announcement of the winner
for 2019
❙D
 ecember (or subsequent weeks):
Handover to 2018 title-holder Nijmegen
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A number of projects explore aspects of urban
food production.

A community affair
Good cooperation and clear vision shared by all
stakeholders are key assets for any city striving
for greater sustainability. Bringing people
together is therefore one of the city’s main
objectives for its European Green Capital year.
Giving everyone an opportunity to get involved
is another. The programme thus includes
something for everyone – old and young, expert
and novice, resident and visitor to the city.
Going green may sometimes seem like a lot of
hard work, but it can also be a lot of fun! Essen
is determined to inspire, explain and entertain.

My paths
Essen offers plenty of encouragement for sustainable mobility. With hundreds of
kilometres of cycle paths, a well-developed public transport system, a network of
bike- and car-sharing stations and an increasing number of charging stations for
electric vehicles, there is no shortage of alternatives for residents who would like to
leave their cars at home.
The bicycle may well be the most emblematic form of sustainable transport, but it is certainly not
the only one. Essen has invested in a variety of complementary approaches. With some 590 000
residents, 140 000 commuters and a steady stream of visitors travelling for business or pleasure, the
city had to find solutions.
Under the heading ‘My paths’, Essen’s Green Capital programme proposes mobility projects
exploiting a variety of possibilities. They include the inauguration of Essen’s first mobility stations –
hubs along the public transport network that include linked services such as bike rental, car-sharing
or taxi hire. Two such facilities are due to open in 2017.
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Nature 105: a tram journey of discovery
The tram may not be the first mode of transport that comes
to mind for the modern explorer. In 2017, from April to
October, treasure hunts inviting participants to discover
green environments in Essen are being organised
along the route of tram line 105 – also referred to as
the ‘Nature Line’. Several areas are being promoted
“Two years ago I switched over to an
using this approach.
Every treasure hunt has eight stops, each holding a
clue to guide participants to the next one – where
they must play a game, solve a riddle or perform
a specific task. Explanations about the various
locations are also provided.

electric moped. It’s environmentally friendly,
economical and efficient. The best part, though,
is the feeling of gliding through the city almost
silently on my moped.”
Sven Scharnhorst, communications manager

Participants who have had their treasure hunt
‘passports’ stamped at every stop are also eligible to
enter a prize draw. A day out is, of course, its own reward,
but who doesn’t enjoy a present?

Tram line 105 offers
excellent opportunities
to observe how natural
and built-up areas
combine in Essen.
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Fast forward for cyclists
Essen’s cyclist commuters benefit from an exciting
development: they have access to Germany’s first fast cycle
route. Even more excitingly, in fact, this stretch is the first
segment of a much longer route that is being built by the
State of North Rhine-Westphalia.
This section runs along the tracks of a disused railway line,
heading west towards neighbouring city Mülheim an der
Ruhr. In Essen it connects a number of locations that should
be of interest to the city’s Green Capital visitors. These notably
include an area known as the Krupp Belt, which is three times the
size of the city centre and has housed major regeneration projects.

A vast infrastructure
project that is turning
the Emscher from
a cautionary tale into
a success story.

The completed cycle highway is expected to cover a distance of 101 km,
linking a total of 10 cities in the Ruhr metropolitan area – from Duisburg in the west to Hamm in the
east. According to estimates, it could obviate 50 000 car journeys per day.

Encouraging more
citizens to use their
bikes is one of Essen’s
priorities for the coming
years.
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My rivers
Located on the Emscher and the Ruhr, Essen is a city
of two rivers – and, of course, the Rhine-Herne Canal
also runs through it. Part of Essen’s green revolution is
therefore actually blue, focused on the rivers and their
local tributaries, their health, and their services to the
community.
Essen’s efforts to protect and manage its ‘blue gold’ are opening
up new ways to the water, which indeed is the name of one of
the city’s flagship initiatives. This emphasis is also reflected in the
choice of projects launched under the heading ‘My rivers’ as part of
the city’s Green Capital programme.

Emscher3
Proposed activities notably include an interactive exhibition on
the Emscher Conversion – an epic undertaking that is changing
the face of the city. Housed in three large cube structures, it will
enable visitors to discover how the Emscher is being reclaimed for
nature and for the community.
The first space is dedicated to the river’s polluted past, notably
as recollected by older residents of the area. The second part
focuses on the ongoing conversion process – a vast infrastructure
project that is turning the Emscher from a cautionary tale into a
success story. Exhibits include details of the closed sewer system
that underpins this endeavour. The final cube looks ahead to
the outcomes of this intergenerational re-naturalisation project,
presenting a green vision of the river’s future.

Essen is planning to ease a long-standing ban on
swimming in the Ruhr – designated bathing areas are
about to be established.
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Farms, community
gardens, allotments...
many areas in and
around Essen have
been claimed for food
production.
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My shopping
Consumers vote with their purse. What to buy, where to buy, when to buy, and from
whom, are questions with a clear sustainability dimension that affect all citizens
in their daily lives. In 2017, Essen is seizing this opportunity for dialogue and
mobilisation through several projects dedicated to shopping in the city.
Essen is not just the name of this year’s European Green Capital. It is also a German word for food,
although the two meanings are not related. Exactly what the city’s mouth-watering name does mean
remains unclear, although the roots do not appear to be culinary. Nonetheless, the coincidence is
too good to waste as an opportunity to foster more sustainable consumption…
Without doubt, Essen has an appetite for nutritious, sustainable produce grown in the area. Plenty
of associations, initiatives and shops provide opportunities for residents to stock up on food with
‘local roots’. Fair trade products are also readily available, which is one reason why Essen received
certification as a Fair Trade Town in 2013.
There were further criteria to be met: the adoption of a resolution promoting this form of commerce,
the establishment of a steering group, the use of fair trade products in a number of work places and
community organisations, and work to encourage media coverage and foster public support. Don’t forget
to bring a basket or reusable bag when you head for the shops. Essen is about to go plastic-bag free!
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As part of its programme for 2017, the city is also promoting ‘greenApes’, an application for sharing
information on ways to foster greater sustainability in daily life. Environmentally aware behaviour,
such as commuting by bike, buying local produce or recycling, is rewarded with points redeemable
in a number of shops. Essen is the second city building up a local greenApes community, after
Florence, where the application was developed.

‘Essen’ made in Essen
Spring, summer and autumn… as one of several projects grouped under the heading ‘My shopping’,
Essen is organising a one-day event for each of these seasons, to explore facets of local food
production and sustainable consumption. Farmers and community gardens, allotments and other
local producers are being encouraged to present their work, and cycle tours are scheduled along
the city’s green corridors to connect the main sites on this urban food route.
Each of the three seasonal events – which are being promoted under the joint heading ‘Sow,
harvest, eat’ – has a slightly different emphasis. In spring, the programme includes activities
dedicated to sowing, and gardening in general. An open-air party with a cultural programme is
planned in summer. The autumn event is to be flanked by an exhibition highlighting aspects of food
production and nature conservation.

Local produce enables
citizens to reconnect
with the changing
seasons.

40

ESSEN | European Green Capital 2017

Contacts between local producers and can consumers
help to strengthen ties within the community.

A good food guide
Residents of Essen who are keen to explore new
sources of home-grown produce can find plenty
of inspiration in the city’s directory of local food
producers. First published in June 2015, this food
guide is being updated and completed, and the new
edition is due out in 2017.
One part of the publication is dedicated to background
information. It outlines the rationale and the wider
context, providing information on aspects such as
conventional and organic agriculture, climate change
and the preservation of natural resources, as well as
packaging and waste. Other topics include urban
gardening, fair trade, and the main logos identifying
organic produce.
The second part presents a variety of businesses in
Essen – organic farms and community gardens are
eligible, for example, as are shops and restaurants that
fulfil the guide’s criteria. The aim is to highlight suppliers
of organic, seasonal produce grown in and around the
city, with a preference for artisanal manufacturing
over industrial processing where applicable. Fair trade
shops are also included, widening the scope to source
imported products more sustainably.
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Every tree is an asset.

My green spaces
Green and other unsealed areas account for more than half of Essen’s territory. This
places it near the top of the list of Germany’s greenest cities – in third position, to be
precise. Essen’s Green Capital year is a fresh opportunity to celebrate this fact and
the many ways in which it is being put to good use.
Trees, bees, and fresh peas – as part of its programme for 2017, Essen is backing activities in areas as
varied as agriculture, photography and hiking. A number of these projects explore aspects of urban
gardening, advanced in Essen under the wider umbrella of its involvement in the Transition Town
movement, which encourages grass-roots action to advance sustainability and self-sufficiency. The
programme notably highlights Essen’s proud tradition of allotment gardening.
Essen is justifiably proud of its network of green and open spaces, which provide the city and its
residents with a number of crucial economic and environmental services. And of course, they are
also indispensable venues for recreational activities. With undisturbed meadowlands and vibrant
city squares, dense forests and wide expanses of shimmering water, vast parks and myriad pockets
of green, Essen offers plenty of possibilities for residents to get out and enjoy the open air.
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Bee-keepers provide
an important service
to the community.

A drive for more hives
One of Essen’s current projects promises particularly sweet success: the city is promoting apiculture.
Essen would like more bee-keepers and more hives. It also seeks to encourage bee-keeping in
districts that have yet to get involved in this activity.
However, the prospect of a rich supply of ‘sticky gold’ is not the main motivation behind this scheme.
The city’s interest lies primarily in co-opting the tiny workers’ help with pollination in a bid to
achieve coherent coverage across the entire territory. A register of hives is being created to provide
an overview, based on which targeted action will be taken to encourage bee-keeping in areas that
could do with more buzz.
In honour of the city’s title-holder year, some of the output from Essen’s busy bees will be proposed
under the label ‘Green Capital Honey’. This is an inspired way to spread the word about sustainability
in the urban environment: a treat that visitors can take home to share with family and friends.

Green Capital Day
Essen’s Green Capital Day taps into a strong community spirit. Every one of the city’s nine districts is
identifying a specific challenge to tackle in the spring, in collaboration with local volunteers.
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The 2017 event will build on experience from an earlier
edition, where the concept had already proved very
successful. Representatives from the authorities will roll
up their sleeves along with schoolchildren, members of
environmental or cultural organisations and other citizens
who want to contribute to this special event.
Revamping a community centre? Building a pocket park?
Brightening up a neighbourhood with a large, colourful
mural? Essen’s districts are likely to come up with a number
of exciting ideas.

My future
Structural change has opened up new opportunities
for the city’s residents, and Essen would like these
opportunities to become increasingly green. The
city is fostering employment that ties in with its
drive towards greater sustainability, promoting
the related education and training, and generally
cultivating a new mind set.
This emphasis is reflected in a number of activities Essen
is putting forward as part of its Green Capital programme,
in the form of a cluster of projects devoted to the theme
‘My future’. Initiatives involving kindergartens and schools,
associations and businesses, along with the general public
in its full diversity, are helping to nurture a culture of green.
It is a drive to create an environment where the environment
can thrive. And for the residents of Essen, this begins as soon
as they can hold a trowel.

Essen’s Green Capital day is an opportunity
for all citizens to get involved.
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Sowing the seeds
There is a lot to be gained by fostering sustainable habits early on. Plenty of opportunities to explain
about nature and its preservation arise as children awake to the world around them, and Essen has
found an engaging way to seize them.
A new initiative will involve the city’s 49 municipal day-care centres in a bid to educate very young
children about the environment. Essen’s little angels will explore nature and learn to sort and
minimise waste. They will plant up and tend brightly coloured gardens, and grow fruit or vegetables
for their own consumption. Herbs, lettuces and carrots rank among the centres’ more popular
choices for this project, along with soft fruit such as raspberries and gooseberries, and some are
even planting apple trees.
During this process, the children will be mentored by a charismatic guide: ‘Ameise Anni’ (Anni the
ant). This character, the protagonist of a play specifically written for this programme by local actress
and playwright Veronika Maruhn, will explain why protecting the environment is important for a
healthy future. Performances are designed for a high level of interaction with the audience, ensuring
that Essen’s budding environmentalists can get right in on the act. Annie is the star of the show
and the face of the initiative. All participating day-care centres will receive one of the programme’s
coveted mascots and display a plaque featuring Annie on their façades.
Essen’s Nature School is another notable initiative for kids. It offers a wide variety of activities
organised in the iconic Grugapark – the venue of the Great Ruhr Landscape Gardening Exhibition
in 1929, from which it takes its name – and in the city’s woodlands. Key themes include nature,
biodiversity, biology and sustainable energy.
Essen’s parks are
a great teaching
environment.
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While the Nature School is particularly well known for its work with groups from kindergartens and
primary schools, it is not just a resource for children. Citizens of all ages are keen to learn about the
natural world, and their support is crucial to the success of efforts to promote greater sustainability.
The centre thus also organises seminars and guided hikes for adults. Nature walks introducing new
residents of Essen to local flora and fauna are planned too, in particular for incomers arriving as part
of recent migratory movements.

Litter be gone
2017 marks the 12th edition of Essen’s annual community clean-up day. Known as ‘SauberZauber’,
which loosely translates into ‘Hocus Pocus: Squeaky Clean’, this event regularly attracts thousands of
participants. Armed with litter pickers and rubbish bags, they scour the city to rid it of the bits and
pieces others may have casually thrown away.
The underlying idea, the organisers note, is to foster citizen engagement on behalf of a liveable and
loveable city, and this annual attempt at community magic clearly has the city spellbound. In 2016,
13 682 volunteers registered to take part. The European Green Capital year has inspired more than
17 000 residents to get involved in the event in 2017.
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Gardeners learn how
to work with nature.
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“Sound of Essen” is a project featuring recordings
from various natural sites.

A grass-roots
movement
Credit where credit is due: the European
Green Capital Award 2017 goes as much to the
citizens of Essen as it does to the city itself.
Their enthusiasm and capacity for change
have been instrumental in the success of
Essen’s green revolution, and they have also
made their mark on the city’s title-holder
agenda.
Citizen projects have added greatly to the activities
planned for Essen’s Green Capital year. Hundreds of
ideas were pitched in response to the city’s request for
proposals, which was organised in two rounds.
Both focused specifically on micro-projects, such as
the construction of an insect hotel, refurbishment
of a playground, or installation of a charging station
for e-bikes. Even the smallest initiatives can help to
advance sustainability, boost the quality of life in a
neighbourhood, and help to raise awareness. They
are expressions of the commitment of individuals and
neighbourhood groups doing their bit to take their
community forward.
This willingness to pitch in is a point of pride for many
of Essen’s residents. Volunteers played a key role in
cleaning up the trail of destruction left by Storm Ela in
June 2014, which caused EUR 61.5 million in damage
across the city. Images of fallen trees blocking roads
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Within just five
days, authorities and
residents had their city
back on track.
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conveyed a sense of the devastation: a third of the city’s 61 000
trees in streets and parks were destroyed or badly damaged,
their mangled trunks and branches blocking traffic and
hampering clean-up efforts.
Within just five days, authorities and residents had their city
back on track. The streets had been cleared, public transport
was operational, and schools and kindergartens had opened
again, providing a stellar example of Essen’s resilience.

The city’s invitation to suggest improvements – both large and small
– thus resonated with the community. It unleashed a torrent of creativity,
reflected in the rich diversity of the proposals submitted. In total, 384
applications were received and 189 projects were selected, for activities as varied as
green fashion tours of the city, scything courses and upcycling workshops.
More than ever, Essen in 2017 is set to become a hive of green activity deployed by local drivers
of change. The catalogue of citizen projects backed as part of the city’s Green Capital programme
makes for fascinating reading and should provide plenty of inspiration for further initiatives at
home and abroad.

Another project focuses
on reclaiming and
upcycling discarded
furniture.
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Once a Green Capital,
always a Green Capital
The title of European Green Capital is an honour bestowed for a year –
but it acknowledges a commitment to lasting change. This recognition
provides the winning city with a unique opportunity to share its vision,
support others on their journey, and consolidate its position at the
forefront of change. It also helps to fuel its own transition.
The advances achieved in Essen build on decades of determined, coherent action, which continues
to gain momentum. More than just a celebration of progress to date, Essen’s European Green Capital
programme is also a launch pad for new projects and developments that are expected to bear fruit
for decades to come.
It will be a year of activities and events dedicated to eco-friendly urban living, designed to enable
participants to interact, exchange ideas and learn from each other. Existing ties will be reinforced
and new connections will be made. Essen is keen to share its experience and to take fresh inspiration
from others. It intends to draw on existing synergies with other initiatives in the Ruhr region as well
as at national, EU and international level to amplify this exchange.
Essen is active in a number of local, regional and European networks partly or entirely dedicated to
sustainability and urban governance. Along with the Climate Alliance, which the city joined in 1993,
these include the Covenant of Mayors, the EUROCITIES network, the European Cluster Alliance, the
Europe Direct network and the Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR). Essen is also
involved in the European Energy Award and in the EU-China Partnership on Urbanisation, where it
has been cooperating with the city of Changzhou since 2013.

The bridge enabling cyclists and pedestrians to cross Essen’s Lake Niederfeld has become a local landmark.
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An even greener tomorrow
Essen does not intend to rest on its laurels.
As a city in transformation, it continues
to gain new ground in its drive for greater
sustainability.
From 2017, Essen is planning to open up
parts of the Ruhr to swimmers, providing
opportunities for a dip at designated
bathing areas. It also plans to ban plastic
bags. Further objectives for the coming
years include:
❙B
 y 2020: No more than 500 m to
the nearest park

“Each of us should
take the European Green
Capital year as an opportunity
to think about our habits. In
order to manage my clothing in a
more sustainable manner, I also keep trying to
understand my patterns of consumption, to analyse
and filter my wardrobe, and work out which garments
I actually wear, and why. I also generally try to buy
less clothing, and instead to invest the money I save
in better quality, in second-hand clothing, or in
sustainable labels.”
Dominique van de Pol, fashion
sociologist

❙B
 y 2020: A 40 % reduction of
CO2 emissions
❙B
 y 2025: 20 000 jobs in the
environmental sector
❙B
 y 2035: A 25 % share of cycling in
transport

These interactions have provided precious opportunities to
exchange insights and compare notes. After all, many cities face
similar challenges. Specificities, sensibilities and priorities may
vary, but the need to build a more sustainable future and secure
residents’ quality of life is a reality for most.
The measures deployed to address this need will, however,
vary from one city to another, reflecting its unique character, its
possibilities and its most pressing concerns. Essen’s take on the
word ‘green’ involves sustainability and the economy advancing
hand in hand. A green city, here, is viewed as one that is liveable,
healthy and conducive to economic development.
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Essen is reinventing itself along those lines and will continue to invest time, effort and resources
to attain this goal. It has set itself ambitious targets for environmental performance, and has put
programmes and infrastructure in place to meet them. Essen notably invests in sustainable mobility,
in green infrastructure – and thus in the quality of its water supply, and in parks of high recreational
value. It is promoting an innovative, environmentally friendly economy along with integrative
education, and is fostering climate awareness and deploying solutions to mitigate and prepare for
the changes that lie ahead.
In many ways, the city’s drive and determination reflect the spirit of the volunteers who helped to
get it back on track in the wake of Storm Ela. The citizen initiative formed at the time to support the
clean-up effort remains active to this day. One possible translation of its name ‘Essen packt an!’ is
‘Let’s just do this!’
A lot has been accomplished. More remains to be done. So let’s do this!

Reminders of
Essen’s proud
industrial heritage
are never far away.

Further information
European Commission – DG Environment
European Green Capital Award
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/
winning-cities/2017-essen
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/
press-communications/egca-publications
Essen 2017
https://www.essengreen.capital
https://www.essengreen.capital/startseite_essen_egc.de.html
https://www.essen.de
Hashtags: #ghe2017 #egc2017 #MeinGrünesEssen
https://www.instagram.com/gruene_hauptstadt_essen/
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