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n 21 October 2010, Vitoria-Gasteiz became the first medium-sized city to win the European
Green Capital award. The EU selected Vitoria from 17 other European city bids. The award
made the capital of the Basque Country a green representative of the type of city in which over
80 % of Europe’s citizens now live. Vitoria’s political consensus, technical work and public commitment were decisive factors in its success. The Green Capital selection panel was particularly
impressed by the key role played by the people of Vitoria-Gasteiz in the bid. Indeed, it was the
combination of the public commitment and the city’s outstanding green policy that finally convinced the jury. When Vitoria-Gasteiz was shortlisted for the award in May 2010, a wave of green
pride swept through the city. Many Vitorians celebrated the city’s award with a party full of enthusiasm and commitment to come together to build the green city of the future.
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Vitoria-Gasteiz has been thinking green for many years. Despite rapid population growth that
took the city from a mere 50 000 inhabitants in the 1950s to its current 240 000, it has managed
to work with its environment and avoid certain trends seen in other urban conglomerations, remaining a compact, diverse city. Its unique relationship with nature is well reflected in one of its
best-known projects, the Green Belt, which surrounds the city with sweeping expanses of natural
resources. However, it is also evident in its numerous urban green spaces; network of public facilities; water-saving and energy efficiency policy; urban planning; and a sustainable mobility plan
that has been in force for several years, which has dramatically increased use of public transport
and cycling and, even more importantly, reduced private vehicle use for the first time ever.
These credentials, and the involvement and commitment of the city’s inhabitants in sharing them
with the rest of Europe, were the foundations for the programme of the first Green Capital in
southern Europe. The success of its two predecessors, Stockholm and Hamburg, helped to redefine the significant role of medium-sized European cities as drivers for the sustainable development of the old continent. Vitoria-Gasteiz drew up an ambitious programme that focused on
sharing its own environmentally friendly urban development model with other European citizens
and cities, and seeking to offer an alternative solution to the crisis by boosting the green economy.

In 2012, Vitoria-Gasteiz became a focus for:
• Meetings of cities and citizens; a forum for exchanging ideas, best practices, networking, building together, and citizen participation.
• Tackling the challenges common to European cities through a comprehensive approach to sustainable development.
• A commitment to innovation and the green economy.
• Education and awareness-raising.
• Communication and dissemination.
• Encouraging more environmental development projects in the city.
This paper sets out the results of the work we performed during 2012, in addition to the preparations for that year and our future projects. Vitoria-Gasteiz’s vision is to remain a Green Capital in
2013, 2014, 2015, and beyond. To that end, we are involved in a number of ambitious schemes
to uphold our status as a European benchmark for environmental affairs.
Cities have the power to change current trends, and can be the catalysts to achieve a more sustainable society. With over 80 % of Europeans now living in medium-sized cities, these cities and
their inhabitants clearly have great potential to transform Europe.
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Raising local awareness and involvement to become the next European
Green Capital
May 2010 was a key date in Vitoria-Gasteiz’s bid to become the third European Green Capital, as
this was when the jury announced that the six finalists from the 17 bidding cities were: Barcelona,
Malmö, Nantes, Nuremberg, Reykjavik and Vitoria-Gasteiz. All of the shortlisted cities are well
known for their outstanding environmental policies.
A public awareness campaign was launched with the slogan ‘Green inside, green outside’ and
thousands of Vitorians enthusiastically supported the successful bid, and on 21 October 2010,
Vitoria-Gasteiz was officially designated 2012 European Green Capital. The city’s pride and excitement at winning was tangible at the very sustainable celebration event that was held. Over 5 000
citizens joined in, showing their commitment to stepping up their contribution to the sustainable
growth of the city. Vitoria-Gasteiz’s success also became a Twitter trending topic in Spain.
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In 2011, we went all out to prepare the bid for the 2012 European Green Capital. The city worked
hard on drawing up its final programme, which was presented in October at a public event. We
also contacted previous winning cities to exchange experiences and reinforced our links with
them by inviting delegations from Stockholm, Hamburg and Nantes to the city. We became involved in several of their schemes, such as the tree-planting project launched by Hamburg in
2011, and participated in the Train of Ideas that toured Europe and the Intelligent Cities conference in November.
Two other cornerstones in this year of intense work were the nomination of an Honorary Committee, chaired by HM Queen Sofia of Spain, and the signing of a sponsorship plan with support from
the Spanish and Basque authorities. The work culminated with the official Handover Ceremony
from Hamburg to Vitoria-Gasteiz on 15 December 2011 at the European Parliament in Brussels.

The first congress - Conama Local - was held one month before the start of
the Green Year
In the last week of November, the city hosted its first major conference of the 2012 European
Green Capital programme. Over 700 people attended the meeting, which was organised by
Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council and the Fundación Conama. Entitled ‘Rethinking cities together’, it
tackled four main issues: reducing energy use, improving mobility, being greener and consuming
more responsibly.
The conference involved 150 speakers, 81 panels presenting experiences, 718 participants at the
venue, and over 50 sessions. Many challenges and solutions were discussed, not only among
Spanish cities, but also with active participation from former European Green Capitals, the European Commission and the Danish Embassy in Spain, which supported several programme events
in 2011 and 2012 through a cooperation agreement. Representing the European Commission,
Robert Konrad, Chief Strategy Officer of DG Environment, stressed the importance of mediumsized cities such as Vitoria-Gasteiz in setting examples for other cities with similar issues and challenges.
However, the greatest achievement of this conference was unarguably that it managed to dispense with the typical scientific meetings and connect with the general public. Over the course of
the week, several events were held in the city’s civic centres, where experts presented the issues
discussed at the conference and encouraged the public to engage. The green volunteer scheme
also got underway at the Conama Local event.
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Committed citizens
EKOLABORA
Vitoria-Gasteiz devised the EKOLABORA scheme for 2012, aimed primarily at creating new opportunities for citizen participation and involvement, both during the Green Capital year and in the
future. The scheme aims to continue engaging people - the city’s most important asset - in its environmental development. 145 Vitorians signed up to the EKOLABORA programme during its first
year and participated actively in putting the European Green Capital programme into action by:
• Providing support on visits and telling visitors and locals about the various green initiatives underway in the city, making them the best ambassadors for their city.
• Taking part in education and public awareness activities on a wide range of issues, from mobility
to waste.
• Spreading the word during the year about new initiatives via social networks, creating a virtual
community.
• Participating actively in pilot experiences for new environmental projects in the city.
• Representing the city at external forums.
The slogan for the Ekolabora campaign was ‘Every hand counts’, highlighting the vital role that
citizens can play in building a green city. The Ekolabora volunteers who had signed up to the
campaign were given a training course before they started work on the various activities. This
scheme is still running and Ekolabora volunteers continue to be involved in new environmental
projects in the city.

GREEN CITIZEN INITIATIVES
In addition to the Ekolabora volunteering scheme, in 2012 Vitoria-Gasteiz helped to launch proposals devised by individuals and associations to improve environmental dissemination, awareness and
education.
Over a hundred ideas were submitted to the City Council in a competition with a financial envelope of € 100 000. An expert committee selected eight of these to be put into practice in 2012.
They included: eco tours and urban interventions; informative comics; intercultural activities to
promote education for sustainable development; guided tours of farms; photo and video competitions, and workshops on bird ringing and how to make a vegetable garden.
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GREEN PLEDGE
The Green Pledge programme is an initiative aimed primarily at engaging the productive sectors
of Vitoria-Gasteiz in improving the city’s environment, as well as achieving better environmental
management in all companies located in the 2012 European Green Capital. The programme has
targeted a range of areas, including: boosting corporate commitment to effectively implement
best environmental practices; recognising and sharing these best practices among productive
sectors of the city to promote networking; increasing environmental education and commitment
among the professional and business community in the city, and encouraging participation in
dialogue forums.
Over 700 companies from Vitoria-Gasteiz signed the Green Pledge in 2012, showing a strong
and ongoing commitment that entails adopting at least one environmental improvement measure in their processes. This environmental pledge from the city’s entire business community was
backed up with a range of activities including seminars, awareness campaigns, creating a digital
community and an intensive exchange of experiences and best practices. This is another of the
schemes launched during the European Green Capital year that will continue to run as we strive
to achieve one of the city’s main objectives: building a green economy to address the current crisis
with alternative development models.
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BUSINESS BUREAU FOR THE SUSTAINABILITY OF VITORIA-GASTEIZ
This is a non-profit group comprising 14 entities, including institutions, business associations and
the main companies operating in the city. It aims to promote dialogue and cooperation between
companies, authorities, institutions and society to boost employment and the green economy.
One of its first initiatives was to create a ‘Made in Green Capital’ green certificate to identify environmentally friendly companies and generate new projects to drive the green economy.

GREEN BALL COURT
The sports clubs and associations of Vitoria-Gasteiz also showed their commitment to the city
and its environmental development by endorsing a project seeking to make sporting events more
environmentally friendly and to encourage healthier lifestyles.

SUSTAINABLE EVENT HANDBOOK
In 2012, Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council published its first Sustainable Events Handbook, containing
guidelines on how to organise various types of event in the city in a sustainable way. The hand-
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book covers issues such as transport, waste, energy efficiency, protecting the natural environment
and making event participants environmentally aware, and is a reference for all events to be held
in Vitoria-Gasteiz.
The organisers of the city’s main events, including international events such as the Jazz Festival
and the Azkena Rock Festival, have already started implementing these best practices and many
have also become European Green Capital partners, helping to spread the word nationally and
internationally.

Sharing and raising awareness
VITORIA-GASTEIZ 2012 EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL EXHIBITION
The Vitoria-Gasteiz 2012 European Green Capital Exhibition opened at the Europa Congress Hall
at the start of June. Made out of sustainable materials, the exhibition aimed to show city residents
and visitors the green development model that made Vitoria-Gasteiz a European Green Capital, as
well as its future commitment through new projects. Over a hundred different hands-on activities
were also offered, attracting visitors of all ages. In the first six months alone, some 15 000 people
visited the exhibition, which stayed open until June 2013.

GREEN FACTORIES
Throughout the year, Vitoria-Gasteiz allowed locals and tourists access to the sites and areas that
make the city green. Over 5 000 people went on one of the guided tours on this programme. The
main aim of the scheme was to offer a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the public and private spaces
that contribute to the city’s environmental development.
The green factories that opened their doors to the public in 2012 included waste and water
treatment plants; the Nature Visitor Centre; the civic centre network; city allotments; Santa Maria
Cathedral and its restoration process; several companies with pioneering green projects, and the
university campus. The bespoke tours were carried out with the support and outstanding work of
the Ekolabora volunteers and the staff of each green factory.

CITY-LABORATORY
The City-Laboratory scheme, launched in 2012 and scheduled to continue in the future, aims
to give visibility to and publicise the technological developments of local companies that adopt
environmental solutions.
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In the 2012 edition, six companies from Vitoria-Gasteiz took part in the exhibition, showcasing
their innovative products to the public. It provided an opportunity to promote local companies
and trial their products, as well as allowing companies from elsewhere to test out their Cleantech
innovations in Vitoria-Gasteiz

ECOTOURISM
The city’s tourist board drew up an innovative Ecotourism programme for the year, highlighting
the value of the natural resources of the city and its surroundings with a view to offering more
sustainable tourism in the 2012 European Green Capital. One of the initiatives was a Green
Weekends tourist package including bird watching, nocturnal wildlife visits, mountain biking,
environmental workshops, eco-tours, dramatised visits to the city’s Green Belt, and a green menu.
In October, the city also hosted the first Greenkhana, which attracted some 400 participants and
kicked off with the making of a flash mob video in Plaza de la Virgen Blanca.

SCHOOL AGENDA 21. EUROPE
Vitoria-Gasteiz was the first Spanish capital to adopt the Agenda 21 in 1998, and its School
Agenda 21 project has been running for over a decade now. It aims to teach the values of sustainable development in local schools, involving young citizens in tackling the issues that affect
the city. Since it was launched, it has covered a range of issues such as waste management and
mobility in the city.
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2012 was a special year for the School Agenda 21 since, for the first time ever, it joined forces
with schools from several European countries including Germany and Romania. Students worked
throughout the year in their own schools and at the end of May, over 400 pupils met at a School
Forum held at the Europa Congress Hall in Vitoria-Gasteiz. This is one example of our youngest
citizens’ involvement and outstanding work in the green development of European cities.

Spreading the values of the European Green Capital
OFFICIAL OPENING CEREMONY OF THE VITORIA-GASTEIZ 2012 EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL
The Vitoria-Gasteiz Green Capital was officially inaugurated on 6 February in a ceremony led by
HM Queen Sofia of Spain at the city’s old water tower. Over 300 guests attended the event, with
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speeches given by the Spanish Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and the Environment, Miguel
Arias Cañete; the Basque Regional President, Patxi Lopez; the Chairman of the Provincial Council
of Álava, Javier de Andrés, and the mayor of the city, Javier Maroto.

MEETING OF EUROPEAN AND LATIN AMERICAN CITIES TOWARDS RIO+20
European and Latin American cities met on 9 and 10 May in Vitoria-Gasteiz at a ‘Cities for a green
economy’ conference to discuss problems and solutions in cities on both sides of the Atlantic in
the year of the Rio Earth Summit+20. With support from the Fundación Conama, the 2012 European Green Capital hosted this meeting with representatives from Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo
(Brazil); San José (Costa Rica); Malaga, Zaragoza and Sant Cugat del Vallés (Spain), and Hamburg
and Frankfurt (Germany). The Vitoria-Gasteiz Declaration on sustainable cities was also adopted
at the meeting and read in the context of the Rio+20 Summit, in conjunction with the Rede Nossa
Sao Paulo.

CHOOSING THE 2014 EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL
Copenhagen will undoubtedly have fond memories of 29 June 2012, the day on which VitoriaGasteiz hosted the Ceremony to choose the 2014 European Green Capital. The Danish capital
saw off two other finalists, Bristol and Frankfurt, to win the bid. The official ceremony was held
at the Palacio de Montehermoso in the medieval quarter of the city, preceded by a workshop for
both former Green Capitals and the other candidates in the bid. Afterwards, all of the guests were
invited to a very special tour of the Green Belt followed by a tour of the old city, which gave visitors
the chance to see some of the reasons why the Basque capital had been chosen as a European
Green Capital.

GREEN NIGHT
On 15 December, as the European Green Capital year drew to a close, Vitoria-Gasteiz hosted one
of the most attended events of the year, the Green Night. Thousands of Vitorians and tourists took
part in a range of leisure and cultural activities related to protecting the environment and raising
public awareness about the green challenges facing our cities. It was a magical night that brought
together people of all ages to see dance, music, magic, theatre, cinema, sports and other shows.
Many of the city’s shops and restaurants also took part in the Green Night, which was the perfect
end to the green year.
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THE 2012 EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL OUTSIDE VITORIA-GASTEIZ
Vitoria-Gasteiz not only promoted its values and philosophy as the 2012 European Green Capital within the city, but also played a very active role in various national and international forums
throughout the year. Some of the most important of these were:
• Green Week at the European Commission in Brussels - a stand at the exhibition centre.
• Rio+20 - Participation in various citizens’, EU, and official forums with speeches given by the
mayor of the city.
• UN World Urban Forum in Naples.
• National Environment Congress in Madrid.
• Conference of Cities and Regions of the European Committee of Regions in Copenhagen.
• China-EU Meeting of the Covenant of Mayors in Brussels.
• UN Water Stakeholders’ Dialogue.
• Presentation of Vitoria-Gasteiz at the Congress of Cities and Biodiversity in Hyderabad (India),
International Union for the Conservation of Nature Chantal Van Ham.
• Green Networks. The Vitoria-Gasteiz experience in Lille (France).
• Smart City Exhibition 2012 in Bologna (Italy).
• Natural Solutions for urban areas. Best practices. European Parliament, Brussels.
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• The Vitoria-Gasteiz Green Belt in Bordeaux (France).
• Environment and Culture Congress, Athens (Greece).
• 7th EU-China High Level seminar on regional policy.

Developing future environmental projects
AVENIDA GASTEIZ REGENERATION
One of the city’s strategic works got underway in 2012 - the regeneration of Avenida Gasteiz,
which is one of the main thoroughfares in the Basque capital and the centrepiece of the multifunction green structure planned for the city.

FLOOD PREVENTION AGREEMENT
On 24 October 2012, Vitoria-Gasteiz Council signed a historic agreement with the Basque Water
Board (URA), under which the Basque Government will allocate € 21.5 million to a series of works
to prevent flooding in Vitoria-Gasteiz between 2013 and 2020.

THE ROOTS OF TOMORROW
The aim of this scheme is to plant 250 000 trees and shrubs to link up the city’s Green Belt. It
began with a needs analysis of this environmental symbol of Vitoria-Gasteiz, followed by a plan
to meet them in the period 2012-2014. The scheme is a starting point in creating physical and
ecological continuity across the Green Belt.
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EUROPA CONGRESS HALL REFURBISHMENT
Opened in the 1980s, the Europa Congress Hall is now being overhauled to make it more sustainable. The refurbishment got underway in 2012 as part of the Green Capital year, and includes
energy-saving measures such as the creation of a striking green facade. The aim is to improve the
functionality and comfort of the building, making it more efficient in water and energy use and
reducing its environmental impact by cutting CO2 emissions and waste.

BASALDEA PROJECT
This project was devised during the Green Capital year and comprises a raft of measures to promote local organic farming by providing youth training in agriculture, creating a farm business
incubator, setting up a distribution and marketing channel, and raising awareness of the benefits
of buying organic and local produce.
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The 2012 European Green Capital award put Vitoria-Gasteiz on the national and international
stage. By undertaking numerous activities the city played a key role in several areas, while also
forging a wide range of relationships and becoming a popular tourist attraction.
To achieve this, Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council came up with a strategy underpinned by two main
goals:
• Boosting Vitorians’ feeling of pride in and belonging to their city.
• Harnessing the award to give the city national and international prominence based on its green
identity.

Vitoria-Gasteiz! Green Capital: a city brand
For Vitoria-Gasteiz, winning the European Green Capital award was a mark of recognition for its
decades of work on the environment.
Although the capital of Álava province already had a long-standing reputation for work related to
the environment, the award shone a light on the city’s leading role and helped to promote VitoriaGasteiz as a brand with the environment as its strategic axis.
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Since winning the award, the environment and the city’s recognition in Europe have been fundamental in the city strategy of Vitoria-Gasteiz.
To mark 2012, the city devised a brand logo supported by a series of attributes that will be taken
forward beyond 2012. The city uses its sustainable green badge to project itself to the world in a
number of spheres, including tourism, business, culture and town planning.
The new brand achieved widespread publicity and recognition beyond the city and has become a
symbol of the award and the strategy of a green-focused city.

Media Coverage - Highlights
• International media coverage with an estimated value of € 15 million.
Throughout 2012, our communications strategies achieved significant results in the local, regional, national and international press.
We encouraged the local media to see the award as a city achievement, which ensured coverage
of all major events during the year, including projects, schemes, foreign delegations visiting the
city, and so on.
The 2012 award also put Vitoria-Gasteiz in the regional and national headlines.
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Numerous international, general and specialist media carried special reports focusing on the green
attributes of Vitoria-Gasteiz. This international media coverage was an excellent opportunity for
our medium-sized city to become an environmental benchmark.
•V
 itorian ambassadors promoted the city in numerous spheres such as food, fashion and sport,
achieving widespread publicity.
One example of these synergies was Vitorian designer Modesto Lomba’s new collection based on
Vitoria-Gasteiz’s ‘green spirit’, which was presented at Madrid’s prestigious Cibeles Fashion Show
with widespread coverage in the fashion press. A special version of the official strips of the city’s
major sports clubs was also made, incorporating the city brand and its European award.
One of the most significant media-related events was the Vitoria-Gasteiz Green Capital event in
Madrid. Some of Spain’s most famous Vitorians joined in the celebration, showcasing the city’s
environmental principles and local cuisine to the national media.
• S ynergies with widely-viewed regional and national television programmes that have given us
valuable free publicity involved special reports and specific tests on sustainability broadcast on
programmes with high national viewing figures that boosted public awareness of the award
and enhanced Vitoria-Gasteiz’s reputation as a Green Capital.
• L inks to big city events that have been greened, with the common goal of publicising the European award and promoting the green spirit. Vitoria-Gasteiz’s biggest and most widely publicised
festivals adopted the brand and the Green Capital commitments, putting the European award
in national, culture, society and other news. Examples include the Jazz Festival, the Azkena Rock
Festival, the Television Festival and the International Magic Festival held in the city.

Online positioning
SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media channels not only enabled broad dissemination of the European award but also
fostered the creation of a ‘community’ revolving around the award and the city’s environmental
principles. This is borne out by the dramatic growth of followers and fans on its main profile,
‘somosGREENgara’, which did not fizzle out at the end of the green year but is actually still attracting new ‘friends’.
At the time of writing, the figures stood at:
• 3 805 Facebook friends
• 4 534 Twitter followers
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Some of the factors in this success were:
• Creating a separate brand profile from the City Council profiles, under the name ‘somosGREENgara’
• Ongoing news feed: a platform to provide environment-related news, in Vitoria-Gasteiz and
elsewhere.
• The channel was designed for reciprocal rather than unilateral communication. We conceived
this tool as a communication forum rather than simply an information channel.
• Specific content was created for the social media, such as the ‘Put your name on a tree in VitoriaGasteiz!’ campaign, which sought to highlight the value of the city’s natural resources.

BLOG TRIP
The Green Capital year also provided an opportunity to organise the first blog trip to VitoriaGasteiz. 20 bloggers from across Spain were invited to the city to celebrate the Green Capital. The
event gave rise to countless blog articles, hundreds of photos of the city shared on networks such
as Instragram and Flickr, dozens of videos posted on YouTube, and so forth.
In sum, we harnessed interest in the European award to organise a trip that gave the city excellent publicity on the net, promoting it as an environmental benchmark and a tourist destination.
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Over the course of 2012, as the European Green Capital, Vitoria-Gasteiz offered an extensive programme of environment-related activities. Some of the events held in the city and its surroundings
are listed below:

DECEMBER 2011
• 15th - Lighting the Green Capital year
While the Vitorian delegation was receiving the green year award in Brussels, the city of VitoriaGasteiz was kicking off a very special year. A group of urban cyclists set off from different starting
points around the city and as they went past, lights were turned on, illuminating the green city.
The ride ended at the City Hall where pedal-generated electricity was used to light a neon sign
that marked the Green Capital award for the whole of 2012.

• 30th - Projection of the Green Capital
Vitoria-Gasteiz saw in the new Green Capital year on 30 December with a 3D projection on the
facade of the City Hall. Thousands of Vitorians gathered to see this light and sound show, which
had a strong environmental focus.

JANUARY 2012
• 12th - Inauguration of the European Green Capital
One of the city’s most famous historical buildings became the headquarters of the Vitoria-Gasteiz
2012 Green Capital and many Vitorians turned out for the celebratory opening. One of the first
corporate agreements adopted as part of the Green Capital year, a sponsorship agreement with
the electric car creator HIRIKO, was also presented at this event.

• 13th - Presentation of the Eco-tourism programme
Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council presented the city’s new tourism programme for the entire year. The
programme provided opportunities to enjoy the values that made Vitoria-Gasteiz the 2012 European Green Capital and was subsequently presented in Madrid at FITUR, one of the biggest
tourism fairs in the world.

•1
 6th - Inauguration of the MA in Landscape Design at the University of the
Basque Country (UPV)
The Vitoria-Gasteiz faculty launched the course on landscape planning, and specifically on the
principles and guidelines arising from the European Landscape Convention to promote the protection, management and planning of landscapes.
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• 18th – 22nd - Participation in the International Tourism Fair in Spain
Vitoria-Gasteiz presented its tourist offer at this annual fair. The European award was at the heart
of both Vitoria-Gasteiz’s presentation and the special activities it offered during the weekend.

FEBRUARY
• 7th - Official opening event of Vitoria-Gasteiz as 2012 European Green Capital
Official opening
On 7 February, Vitoria-Gasteiz pulled out all the stops to host the official opening of the Green
Capital year. Presided by HM Queen Sofia of Spain, the ceremony was led by mayor Javier Maroto
and senior representatives from the region’s institutions. Many of the city’s residents and companies turned out for the event.

Launch of the city’s green emblem
The Vitoria-Gasteiz symbol for the Green Capital year was also launched on 7 February at a public
event. The symbol was a plant sculpture representing the city’s brand and highlighting the value
of the environment. Over the course of the year, the sculpture became such a landmark in the city
that it has remained there since.

• 17th – 18th - Green Mardi Gras
The Mardi Gras celebrations in the 2012 European Green Capital incorporated some original
environment-related themes, including contests and parades linked to the Green Capital year.
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MARCH
• 8th – 9th - National Symposium: Psychiatry and the Environment
This year’s symposium was a national meeting of international experts and speakers and made the
European Green Capital a benchmark in Psychiatry and the Environment.

•1
 2th - Visit from the mayor of Canoas (Brazil) to Vitoria-Gasteiz to learn
about its environmental policy.

• 14th - National presentation
Vitoria-Gasteiz presented the 2012 European Green Capital award in Madrid. This event was
aimed at the national media and featured Vitorian celebrities from the worlds of film, literature,
sports and cuisine, putting the city’s award and its environmental policies in the limelight.

• 15th – 16th - The Climate Group Seminar
The Basque Government and The Climate Group held a seminar in Vitoria-Gasteiz for experts in
the environment and the energy industry from all corners of the world - South Australia, Quebec,
Brittany, North Rhine-Westphalia and KwaZulu Natal, making the Basque capital a centre for the
exchange of new technologies and best practices linked to climate change.
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• 18th - Adopt a tree
Sponsored by the Environmental Studies Centre, the ‘Adopt a tree’ scheme to plant saplings in parks
around the Green Belt was once again organised this year. These trees create more vegetation in the
city’s suburban parks, and hundreds of Vitorians attended the green year planting event.

•2
 0th – 22nd - European meeting on water management and urban
development
This was aimed primarily at stakeholders involved in water management and planning in urban
environments. The conference heard a number of interesting, successful and sustainable experiences in various dimensions of water management in small- and medium-sized European cities.
Their experiences, which have contributed significantly to local development, were discussed at
round tables and seminars.

• 21st - World Forestry Day
The European Green Capital celebrated World Forestry Day with activities for the general public
and the presentation of the annual SECF (Spanish Society of Forest Science) university awards at
Ataria, the Salburua Wetlands Visitor Centre.

• 22nd – 23rd
Vitoria-Gasteiz attended the 5th European Summit of Regions and Cities in Copenhagen. Mayor
Javier Maroto presented Vitoria-Gasteiz’s environmental policies.
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• 24th - Launch of the Ekolabora! Programme
During the Green Capital year, Vitoria-Gasteiz set up a volunteer scheme that will continue after
2012 for individuals who want to be involved in the city at various levels, with a strong focus on
the environment. In 2012 some 150 people took part in the scheme, which was launched on
24 March at a street event with the slogan ‘Every hand counts’.

• 27th - Conclusions of the 5th Conama local meeting
The conclusions of the 5th Conama Local meeting were presented at Palacio Zulueta, the European Green Capital headquarters. Entitled ‘Rethinking cities together’, it addressed four main
issues: reducing energy use, improving mobility, being greener and consuming more responsibly
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APRIL
•1
 0th - Visit from representatives of the City of Liverpool to Vitoria-Gasteiz to
learn about its environmental policies
• 18th - Udalsarea technical meeting
Udalsarea, the Basque Network of Municipalities towards sustainability, which comprises 198 municipalities in the Basque Country, departments of the Basque Government, and public companies
linked to the environment, held a technical committee meeting in Vitoria-Gasteiz.

• 23rd – 25th - Green Building Conference
This three-day inter-centre meeting on training and sustainable building was organised by the
Building Institute (BHI). It was aimed at stakeholders in the building industry, to meet the demand
of students and alumni of the institute.

• 26th - Green roofs and walls day
The second day of the Fourth Urban Landscape Forum was devoted to green roofs and walls. This
technical session addressed the concept, development and applications of Green Infrastructure.
The European Commission has backed this approach and it is now a core feature in new urban
design and land planning.

• 18th - Chefs’ Congress
From 23 to 26 April, leading chefs met in Vitoria-Gasteiz in a green edition of this renowned
chefs’ congress. The Europa Congress Hall was the venue for numerous presentations and tasting
sessions, in what was one of the best years of the event. In addition, recipes created by 16 chefs
in honour of Vitoria-Gasteiz as European Green Capital were published in a special booklet.

MAY
• 9th – 10th - Meeting of European and Latin American cities towards Rio+20
The Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro made 2012 a special year for the environment. A joint declaration from European and Latin American cities that was drafted in Vitoria-Gasteiz in May by
representatives from cities such as Bristol, Frankfurt, Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, San José de Costa
Rica and Malaga, was presented at the Earth Summit. Vitoria-Gasteiz as 2012 European Green
Capital enabled the voice of cities to be heard at this summit of states.
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• 11th - Arabatakada
Music was the cornerstone of Euskera Day (the day dedicated to the official language of the
Basque Country), which was held in and around Mendizabala. Measures were taken in the organisation of the event to make it sustainable.

• 13th - Decathlon Bike Ride Decabike
This was a family bike ride to encourage cycling and non-competitive sport in the city. This year
the route went through areas of landscaping importance and environmental areas of interest.

• 14th - 26th - Bike Week
We launched an innovative scheme featuring bikes as a sustainable form of mobility. The entire
network of civic centres hosted numerous workshops, talks, family trips around the city, gymkhanas, classes and more, in a broad spectrum of activities for all ages with a clear goal: encouraging
cycling in urban mobility.
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• 14th - 18th - Binational Brazil-Spain seminar on municipal public
management
In conjunction with the Environmental Biosphere Institute of Spain, Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council
organised this meeting for the public and private spheres to share Vitoria-Gasteiz’s governance
mechanisms with a delegation of representatives from Brazilian cities. It reinforced an exchange
of best environmental practices in public administration and administrative cooperation between
governments, and forged avenues for cooperation between companies in Vitoria-Gasteiz and
several Brazilian cities.

• 17th - 18th - Conference on landscape design
Technical seminars and workshops were held at Ataria Visitor Centre and the Europa Congress
Hall. The conference focused on urban and rural landscape planning and design in time and
space, highlighting the interest in natural features and historical values of each place.

• 19th - Photo marathon
This new event created by El Correo newspaper and Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council displayed some
of the achievements that had contributed to our success in the European Green Capital Award in
a marathon photo day.
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• 22nd - Green Week. Satellite event
As part of European Green Week Crispijana wastewater treatment plant was opened up to the
public. The aim was to give the public an insight into how this important local infrastructure for
urban wastewater treatment works.

• 25th - Green innovation. Design Konferentziak Mondragon
This was a technical conference held at the Palacio Villa Suso at which national and international
speakers informed professionals and companies about the latest trends in the design and development of sustainable products and services.

• 26th - The city’s sports teams go green
One of the key features of the Green Capital year was the involvement of the city’s sports teams
in publicising the award and its values. Among other significant actions, the colour green was
added to the city’s basketball and football team strips. On 26 May, the city’s basketball team, Caja
Laboral Baskonia, played against Real Madrid basketball team in a special Green Capital strip.

•2
 8th - Visit from representatives of the Inter-American Development Bank to
Vitoria-Gasteiz

36

VITORIA-GASTEIZ 2012 EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL. FINAL REPORT

• 28th – 30th - European Agenda 21 Meeting
The School Agenda 21 is an initiative to involve the educational community in working towards
environmental quality and sustainability in schools and locally. In 2012 this forum was opened up
to several European schools in Germany, Romania and other cities around Spain (Ciudad Real,
Amurrio, Llodio and Vitoria-Gasteiz), which worked on performing an environmental diagnosis of
their city. In the last week of May, some 400 schools from all of these cities convened in VitoriaGasteiz to present the findings of their work.

•2
 9th - Visit from the UNESCO Deputy Director of Natural Sciences, Gretchen
Kalonji, to Vitoria-Gasteiz to mark the Green Capital award.

JUNE
•1
 st - Eco Rallye
This was one of the qualifying events for the FIA Alternative Energies Cup. The objective of Eco
Rallye was to promote vehicles that use new energy-saving technologies and to encourage drivers
to prioritise environmental protection in their driving.
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•3
 rd - Green Belt Walk
As part of the European Green Week, a public walk was organised to offer an original, healthy and
dynamic way of getting to know the city’s Green Belt.

•4
 th, 5th and 6th - Green Week
During European Green Week, the city hosted a series of events linked to the environment. Activities such as workshops, technical talks, competitions and traditional games using recycled materials were held at Europa Congress Hall, civic centres and on the streets.

•1
 1th - International workshop on landscape, architecture and urban planning
This international workshop on green infrastructure in the city was aimed at students and recent
graduates of courses related to urban planning, architecture, landscape, ecology, hydrology and
the environment.
Over two weeks, proposals for implementing green urban infrastructure were discussed and defined at Europa Congress Hall.

38

VITORIA-GASTEIZ 2012 EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL. FINAL REPORT

• 14th - Ecolinguistics day
This was an interesting technical conference held at the Palacio Villasuso to debate the principles
of diversity and equity of the various language ecosystems in the city of Vitoria-Gasteiz.

• 14th, 15th and 16th - Azkena Rock
For three days Vitoria-Gasteiz became the Green Capital of rock music with the tenth edition of
the International Azkena Rock Festival. Some 43 000 people attended the city’s biggest outdoor
summer festival, which was organised with a very green commitment to sustainable management
of waste, mobility, etc.

• 15th - European Energy Week Ice Cube Challenge
This original initiative was part of the European Sustainable Energy Week activities. Designed to
highlight the importance of insulation in energy efficiency, the public were challenged to guess
how many litres of water a cubic metre of ice would melt to in the space of a week.

• 16th - Passivhaus and Solar Decathlon Exhibitions
Also part of the EU Sustainable Energy Week, the European Green Capital hosted two interesting
exhibitions on renewable energies, energy efficiency and sustainability in design and building. One
was a sample of the proposals that were later presented at the Solar Decathlon Europe in Madrid,
and the other was an exhibition of education centres built to Passivhaus standards.

• 18th – 22nd - EU Sustainable Energy Week
Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council and the Basque Energy Board (EVE) organised a series of events and
actions to present and assess energy efficiency and renewable energy initiatives.
Five technical sessions for industry professionals were held at Europa Congress Hall on the ‘Covenant of Mayors’; the impact of the Solar Decathlon international architectural and engineering
competition; energy-efficient renovation opportunities for the building industry; energy in housing, and strategies to bring in electric vehicles. There was also a bilateral meeting between Danish
and Basque companies with active participation from the Danish Embassy in Spain.

•1
 8th, 21st - Participation of Vitoria-Gasteiz at the 18th Inter-American
Conference of Mayors and Local Authorities in Miami.
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•2
 0th - Inauguration of the Vitoria-Gasteiz 2012 European Green Capital
Central Expo
Institutional representatives, partner companies of the Green programme, the public and the
media attended the opening of the exhibition on Vitoria-Gasteiz as a Green Capital. This space
became a reference point in the city for the whole year with a design based on sustainability and
content that displayed the key features of Vitoria-Gasteiz as a Green Capital and its future commitments, in addition to the examples of the other European Green Capitals.

•2
 1st and 22nd - FEDENATUR: International conference on green infrastructure
in the city
Technical seminars on green cities were held at the Palacio Villasuso, at which several European
cities with suburban parks belonging to Fedenatur presented and shared experiences.
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• 25th – 30th - ONCE Week
Under the slogan ‘Vitoria-Gasteiz, green, inclusive and supportive’, ONCE (the Spanish National
Organisation for the Blind), offered a comprehensive programme of activities to the general public. The goal was to bring people together and incorporate the perspective of people with a
disability into the celebration of the European Green Capital, making Vitoria-Gasteiz not only
sustainable but also inclusive and supportive. It included sessions on waste sorting, electric cars
and volunteering for people with a disability; a round table on renewable energy; street games,
an assisted blindfold race, and a closing concert.

•2
 6th - Visit from a Chilean delegation to Vitoria-Gasteiz to learn about its
environmental policies.
• 29th - 2014 European Green Capital Award Ceremony
The European Commission held the Green Capital 2014 Award Ceremony in Vitoria-Gasteiz. The
city put on a programme of activities the day before the ceremony, including a workshop in which
former Green Capital winners discussed green policies and their benefits for cities. Vitoria-Gasteiz
City Council then led the EU delegation on a guided tour of strategic points in the city’s environmental policy, including the organic allotments and the Green Belt. The day ended with the
Green Award Ceremony at the Palacio de Montehermoso former water tower in Vitoria-Gasteiz,
at which Copenhagen was announced as the winner of the 2014 European Green Capital award.

• 27th - 1st July. Vitoria-Gasteiz International Games Festival
This special edition of the Street Games Festival included fun activities linked to nature, water,
mobility and more. Representatives from the European Union, led by Environment Commissioner
Janez Potocnik, were able to see some of the environment-related games in action.

JULY
• 1st - Eki-house
The University of the Basque Country took part in the International Solar Decathlon Europe competition and its Eki-house project was presented at the headquarters of the 2012 European Green
Capital, the Palacio Zulueta.

• 3rd – 8th - Gasteiz Cup
This is one of the main summer youth football tournaments. Teams from numerous countries and
players in a range of categories came together for one week to enjoy the competition. There were
also side events to showcase and enjoy the European Green Capital.
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• 15th - Mountain biking in the Green Belt
This outdoor bike ride took place around the Ataria Salburua Wetlands Visitor Centre, giving some
300 participants of all ages the chance to enjoy an activity in nature.

• 17th - Opening of the new Electric Mobility Centre
Spain’s first electric mobility centre opened in the European Green Capital, making Vitoria-Gasteiz
a hub for promoting and implementing electric vehicle use. Over the following months it provided
information on the latest electric models from leading manufacturers, grants to buy electric vehicles, and how to reserve and pick up electric rental vehicles from car-sharing services.

• 16th – 21st - Vitoria-Gasteiz International Jazz Festival
In keeping with the city’s other big events, the International Jazz Festival joined in the green year
celebrations by becoming a more sustainable event and promoting Vitoria-Gasteiz’s green image
to the world.

• 28th and 29th - Skyhound in Vitoria-Gasteiz
The two-day qualifying events for the World and European Skyhound and AWI Championships
were held in the Salburua fields. In the run-up to the championships, seminars were also offered
to learn more about this sport, which puts dogs and their handlers in touch with nature in Frisbee
or disc contests.
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• 29th - Triathlon World Championship
Vitoria-Gasteiz hosted the Long Distance Triathlon World Championships with over 1 150 athletes
from 31 countries. The Green Capital award was one of the main reasons why Vitoria-Gasteiz was
chosen to host this sporting event. The race went through some of the city’s most important green
spaces and the Green Capital Award and its content were highlighted in all of the promotional
materials given out to participants and the national and international media.

AUGUST
• 4th – 9th. Vitoria-Gasteiz City Festival
The ‘Fiestas de la Blanca’ festival is one of the highlights of the year in Vitoria-Gasteiz. This sixday celebration kicks off on 4 August with the traditional descent of Celedon. To mark the Green
Capital year, the public was invited to show its support of the Green Capital in a photo competition organised by the City Council.

SEPTEMBER
• 3rd – 9th - Festval
In 2012, the first festival in Spain for television in all its formats included a green session, screening
a number of television productions related to the environment.

• 5th – 8th - Railway Congress
The Spanish Railway Foundation, in conjunction with Euskotren, chose the European Green Capital to hold its 5th History of Rail Congress. Coinciding with the 150th anniversary of the opening of
the first railway line in the Basque Country, international professionals and experts participated in
the technical sessions and there was also a themed exhibition.

• 12th - Urban Landscape Forum - Peri-Urban Agriculture
Organised by the Centre for Environmental Studies, the Urban Landscape Forum in Vitoria-Gasteiz
aimed to promote thinking and an exchange of experiences on the broad concept of landscape
and its role in city and land planning. This edition included a technical conference open to the
public on peri-urban agriculture, permaculture and healthy eating.
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• 14th – 16th - Bloggers’ Visit
Vitoria-Gasteiz harnessed the European Green Capital 2012 award to boost its reputation as a
sustainable tourism destination. One of the main promotional activities was a visit from over 20
national and international bloggers who came to discover Vitoria-Gasteiz. During their stay, the
bloggers had the opportunity to visit some of the most important green spaces in the city, check
out the city’s bike facilities and find out what makes Vitoria-Gasteiz a compact and sustainable
city. The outcome of this trip was that the visiting bloggers generated a large body of information
about the city, its environmental distinctions and the Green Capital award, thereby boosting its
online presence considerably. To give a few figures: 2 570 tweets were posted / 552 256 followers
took part in the conversation / 4 171 432 impressions: total reach of the weekend, people who
received the messages.

• 20th - Vitoria-Gasteiz attended the EU-China Forum held in Brussels

44

VITORIA-GASTEIZ 2012 EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL. FINAL REPORT

• 17th - 22nd - European Sustainable Mobility Week
Following on from the other European cities, Vitoria-Gasteiz hosted the Sustainable Mobility
Week. This year’s event included technical conferences with workshops, meetings, street actions,
debates, and more. Work was also carried out on two specific areas of the Vitoria-Gasteiz Mobility
Plan: superblocks and areas shared by vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. The European Parliament
also chose the city to celebrate a special event on sustainable mobility in Spain entitled ‘Sustainable2Wheels’.

• 17th – 23th - Magialdia. International Magic Festival
For seven days the city became the international capital of magic. National and international conjurers and magicians took over the streets and theatres to surprise audiences with their original
shows, which were a hit with the public. The organisers also strove to make the event management more sustainable and to spread the Green Capital image.

• 21st - Sustainable Renovation Day
The technical workshop on sustainable renovation was held at the Europa Congress Hall. The
meeting gave experts from universities and regional government housing agencies the chance to
give their take on this new avenue of opportunity for the building industry.

45

VITORIA-GASTEIZ 2012 EUROPEAN GREEN CAPITAL. FINAL REPORT

• 23rd - Green Belt Family Walk
Organised in conjunction with local daily newspaper El Correo, this event gave numerous families
the chance to go on a guided tour of the Green Belt including short explanations of its main features along the way.

• 24th – 26th - Civitas Forum
This was a technical meeting as part of the initiative co-financed by the EU on sustainable, clean
and affordable urban transport to devise measures based on ambitious and integrated policies.
This tenth edition was held over three days at Europa Congress Hall, where over 300 experts and
officials from numerous cities and European institutions discussed sustainable mobility.

• 28th – 30th - Medieval Market
For three days the old quarters of the European Green Capital were taken back in time. The fair
included medieval trades and customs, a lively market with performances, music and stalls, and
shows at night. The event took the city back to its roots.
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• Exhibition: ‘The forest, much more than wood’
From 19 September to 29 October an exhibition was on display in the Plaza Virgen Blanca highlighting the importance of forests to the natural balance of the planet and the need to learn
sustainable forest management. The general public and schools had the opportunity to visit this
unique exhibition that was split into four thematic areas.

OCTOBER
• 3rd - Green Cars Day 2012: Business challenges and global opportunities
This technical conference was held at Europa Congress Hall to show the possibilities of national
and international technology in all matters pertaining to green cars and e-mobility through presentations, posters and an exhibition area. The meeting provided an excellent forum for all technological stakeholders in the related sectors.

• 5th - 6th - Green Business Europe
The European Green Capital hosted one of the most important events for young entrepreneurs
in Spain: the Green Business Europe Congress. Over 500 people met to discuss new business opportunities for entrepreneurs involved in renewable energies, sustainability, recycling and all issues
relating to the eco-economy.
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• 6th - 7th - Greenkhana
In this original family tourism activity, teams took part in a series of challenges all over the city,
including some of its landmarks and areas of cultural interest. Many residents of Vitoria-Gasteiz
turned out for the event, which was complemented with tourism packages for families.

• 10th - Day of the Green Entrepreneur: ‘Give your ideas the green light’
Linked to the European Day of the Entrepreneur, a day of experiences was held at the Europa
Congress Hall. An entrepreneurial ideas competition was also organised and a school campaign
was launched as part of the ‘Álava Entrepreneurs’ scheme.

• 14th - Kite Festival
The fifteenth edition of the Kite Festival was held at Salburua Park to coincide with international
kite flying day. The activity programme included a freestyle competition/exhibition, a drawing
competition, tethered hot air balloon rides and a 100 % organic kite workshop.
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• 19th - First European Meeting of Cleantech Open Investors
Vitoria-Gasteiz played a leading role in the first European meeting of CleanTech Open Investors,
held at Álava Technology Park. This was the first meeting that the California-based CleanTech
organisation had held in Europe. Europe’s leading cleantech start-ups and venture capital investors from Europe and Silicon Valley (USA) gathered to discuss the top green technology projects
and investors.

• 17th - Visit to Vitoria-Gasteiz from the mayor of Asunción (Paraguay) to learn
about its environmental policies.
• 18th - Urban Landscape Forum - Green urban and regional infrastructure in
Unesco networks.
An international seminar of case studies on ‘Green urban and regional infrastructure in Unesco
networks’ was held at the Centre for Environmental Studies, with participation and debate among
international experts, professionals, students, managers and the general public.

• 18th - Celebration of the Day of Biosphere Reserves in Vitoria-Gasteiz
• 19th - Second CleanTech Day. Clean Tech Open
At the second edition of this forum for investors, companies and academia, participants presented
their own and/or innovative technologies, fostering investments and new alliances and boosting
the reputation of Basque clean tech companies, in the field of innovation.

• 24th - Agreement with the Basque Water Board
On the back of the 2012 European Green Capital award, Vitoria-Gasteiz was able to sign a historic agreement with the Basque Water Board (URA) to prevent flooding in the town.

• 30th - Visit from a delegation from the Sinaloa City Council (Mexico) to
Vitoria-Gasteiz to learn about its environmental policies

NOVEMBER
• 5th – 10th - Landscape, Land and Food Week
During this thematic week a raft of actions were offered to the public, producers, institutions
and organisations, including workshops, courses, seminars, meetings to share experiences and
debate, tasting sessions, and more. The goal was to provide a meeting point for all stakeholders,
with a view to progressing towards a new agro-sustainable model for the city.
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• 6th - Heineken Forest Plantation
This day saw the planting of 2 200 trees in the Heineken-sponsored forest in Vitoria-Gasteiz’s
Green Belt. The activity was part of the strategic scheme ‘The roots of tomorrow’, in which
250 000 trees and shrubs will be planted in the Green Belt between 2012 and 2014.

• 6th – 7th - City Lab
Vitoria-Gasteiz launched the City Laboratory programme, focusing on six Vitorian companies that
are at the cutting edge of sustainability in its first phase. In an exhibition aimed at the public and
companies alike, these companies were able to showcase their sustainable products and services to
publicise them further, share the CleanTech ‘made in Vitoria-Gasteiz’ experiences, and raise awareness about the need for such solutions to optimise resources and minimise energy consumption. The
inauguration included a meeting to exchange innovative local experiences in this field.

• 8th – 9th – 4th Passivhaus conference
The energy-efficient building platform Passivhaus held its 4th national conference at the Europa
Congress Hall in the European Green Capital, with participation from experts, architects and companies linked to the building sector.

• 8th - Founding of Asescuve
The Spanish Green Walls Association was presented and founded in Vitoria-Gasteiz to mark the
Green Capital year.
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• 10th - Green Villages
Vitoria-Gasteiz has an extensive natural and rural area. In November, the City Council ran guided
tours around this countryside, offering Vitorians and visitors a unique glimpse of the natural values of the 2012 European Green Capital.

• 12th - Forest and Development Meeting
The creation of the Spanish Network for Forest Development Cooperation (CFD) was presented at
this technical session, stressing the contribution of the Forest Development Cooperation to sustainable human development of populations and forests in developing countries. There was also
a side event for future members to set out the foundations of the network, define its mechanisms
and tools, and draw up its formal constitution. A sample from the Forest Cooperation Development Projects photo contest was also displayed and a workshop on forest educational activities
was held.

• 17th – 25th - European Week for Waste Reduction
Organised by Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council in conjunction with public and private bodies, activities
were held on waste prevention, promoting awareness, and better ways of consuming. The activities included workshops, exhibitions, open days, cookery classes and photography competitions.

• 19th and 20th - Soundscape Workshop. COST Action
A two-day International Congress of Soundscape in European Cities and Landscape was held at
Europa Congress Hall, organised by the Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council and ACC Acústica + Lumínica. With the participation of international experts, the technical seminars aimed to give support
and visibility to an interdisciplinary soundscape research and practice community.

• 19th - Strategic alliance with China
A Chinese delegation comprising 20 regional development experts from various provincial offices
in China visited Vitoria as the first step in a strategic alliance between Vitoria-Gasteiz and China,
as part of the 2012 European Green Capital award. The Chinese delegation was keen to learn
about and implement Vitoria-Gasteiz’s sustainable development model. A few weeks later, a delegation from Vitoria went to China to continue the joint work and the Green Capital’s contribution to help China adapt sustainability models to Chinese urban development.

•2
 1st – 22nd - Visit from a Danish delegation to Vitoria-Gasteiz to learn about
its environmental policies
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• 26th – 30th – 11th National Environment Congress (CONAMA)
Vitoria-Gasteiz played a leading role at this Congress, presenting a swathe of experiences and
projects at one of the most prestigious environment technical meetings.

• 28th and 30th November /12th, 14th, 19th and 21st December - Green Film Festival
Vitoria-Gasteiz celebrated the tenth edition of the Green Film Festival with a programme of short
films on the environment. The aim was to present the two art forms of film and the environment
to the people of Álava, bringing sound and image together.

• 29th - Handover Ceremony of 2012 Vitoria-Gasteiz to 2013 Nantes
Vitoria-Gasteiz passed on the title of European Green Capital to the city of Nantes during a ceremony held at a Brussels theatre. The EU Environment Commissioner, Janez Potocnik, praised the
work carried out by the Basque capital, calling it a milestone in the history of the European green
award in terms of internationalisation and recognition in major environmental forums.

DECEMBER
• 2nd - Planting ‘the people’s forest’
Over a thousand people planted trees as part of the project ‘The roots of tomorrow: 250 000
trees/citizens to link up the Green Belt’, showing the public’s commitment to this target. This plan
got underway during the Green Capital year and is set to run until 2014, with a view to achieving
ecological continuity in one of the city’s biggest environmental resources: the Green Belt. As a city
project it is open to both corporate and individual participation.
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• 3rd - Constitution of a Sustainability Business Bureau
Vitoria-Gasteiz presented and held the first session of a regular forum for discussion between
business and government, which aims to promote dialogue and cooperation to bolster the city’s
business community, guarantee its competitiveness, create jobs, and drive the green economy.
The Sustainability Business Bureau was part of the Green Capital year and seeks progressive implementation of sustainability as an added value and competitive strategy among companies in
Álava.

•3
 rd – 5th - International Conference on Ubiquitous Computing and Ambient
Intelligence
The International Conference on Ubiquitous Computing & Ambient Intelligence came to the European Green Capital to explore how Ambient Intelligence can contribute to making a more
intelligent and more sustainable world. With over 130 experts from 17 different countries, the
conference addressed topics such as smart cities, smart cars and online electronic devices as ways
of making everyday life easier and better while also protecting the environment.

• 6th – 9th – 21st Iberian Ornithology Congress
This congress was organised by Vitoria-Gasteiz City Council, the Spanish Ornithological Society
(SEO) and the Portuguese Society for the Study of Birds (SPEA) at Europa Congress Hall, with the
aim of exchanging experiences and knowledge in various aspects of ornithology and nature.

• 10th - First Green Deal Business Meeting
The first meeting of Green Deal companies was held at Europa Congress Hall to acknowledge
the participation of the 700+ companies that had helped to foster business awareness in VitoriaGasteiz during 2012. Continuing the mission to strengthen links between companies, a green
networking events was organised to create synergies in the business community. In addition,
sector-specific workshops enabled future green alliances to be forged. The event ended with
special recognition of the drivers behind the Green Deal - business and professional associations
in the city.

• 13th - Responsible Tourism Day
A meeting was held at Europa Congress Hall to present the values behind responsible tourism.
By taking a multidisciplinary approach and engaging all stakeholders, sustainable, equitable and
socially enriching tourism can be achieved.
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• 15th - Green Night
An enormous public event was the crowning glory to Vitoria-Gasteiz’s year as European Green
Capital. Over 40 activities were organised for people of all ages, combining art, culture, music
and cuisine with sustainability to create the perfect end to the green year. Thousands of locals
and visitors took part in the event, which was so successful that it may be repeated in the city to
continue drawing attention to environmental principles.

• 28th - Noise Exhibition
An exhibition entitled ‘Vitoria-Gasteiz, a Model of Noise Management’ and ‘Vitoria-Gasteiz, StarLight City’ was displayed for one month at Europa Congress Hall, to inform the public on how the
City Council manages noise and light pollution, and to raise awareness and educate individuals to
be more responsible and environmentally sustainable.

VITORIA-GASTEIZ

2012 EUROPEAN
GREEN CAPITAL

FINAL REPORT

6.
SPONSORSHIP
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As a Green Capital, Vitoria-Gasteiz drew up an ambitious sponsorship plan to garner support from
local, national and international companies for the year’s programme and in particular to engage
them in implementing future green projects in the city. More than 45 companies signed sponsorship deals to link their brands to the Vitoria-Gasteiz 2012 European Green Capital. The main
sponsor was Heineken; the 3 sponsors were FCC, Iberdrola and Giroa; and there were 12 partner companies and over 30 ‘protecting partners’ that shared their expertise with Vitoria-Gasteiz
through various initiatives run in the city. The final figures speak for themselves: € 2 625 600
invested in green projects and programmes, and over € 2 million donated in kind.
This sponsorship plan allowed the city to forge close public-private partnerships and launch ongoing agreements such as the scheme to plant 250 000 trees in the Green Belt around VitoriaGasteiz.
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We would like to conclude this paper with an overview of what the European Green Capital has
given Vitoria-Gasteiz. The following facts and figures accurately reflect the extent of our achievements:
• Over 45 companies sponsored the Green Year at different levels.
• € 2.6 million of private sponsorship invested in city programmes and projects.
• Over € 2 million in services provided by private companies to the city.
• 704 companies stepped up their commitment to the environment in the Green Deal.
• A New Sustainability Business Bureau comprising the 14 biggest companies in the city.
• Over a dozen international alliances with the city in three continents.
• Over 10 000 new trees planted in the Green Belt on the scheme ‘The roots of tomorrow’.
• € 21.5 million invested in a programme to prevent flooding in the city through an agreement
with the Basque Government.
• 65 delegation visits from national and international cities, universities, and other institutions.
• 40 national and international media visits.
• National and international media coverage valued at over € 15 million.
• An increase of over 3 % of visitors to the city in 2012.
• 143 new green volunteers (‘ekolaboradores’).
• 204 green project initiatives submitted to the City Council by the public.
• 3 000 participants in the Green Factories programme.
• Over 15 000 participants in the various thematic weeks organised in 2012.
• 10.5 km of new bike lanes.
• 45 new streets with traffic-calming measures.

