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One of the largest EU Ecolabel product and service 
family, tourist accommodation and campsite services 
(TAs) comprises over 770 services worldwide. Notable 
actions by both licence holders and the European 
Commission (EC) in 2014-2015 have created lasting 
buzz about this service group, which is in great part 
attributed to the efforts carried out by the two first-
ever EU Ecolabel Clubs in Europe. These clubs of 
ambitious licence holders which are based in the Aquitaine and Poitou-Charentes regions of 
France, realised that rather than individually promoting the EU Ecolabel, collective efforts could 
help boost consumer awareness of EU Ecolabel TAs, benefitting the environment and business. 

Two annual interregional workshops have already been organised in Bordeaux in November 
2014 and 2015 by the French Certification Body AFNOR to launch discussion on how to better 
promote EU Ecolabel Tourist Accommodations. Considering the success of the first meeting, a 
European seminar on the topic was held in May 2015 with the participation of both the European 
Commission’s DG Environment (ENV) and DG for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship 
and SMEs (GROW), the EU Ecolabel Helpdesk, Competent Bodies, and other licence holders in a 
working-group setting.

Concrete actions for improving communication towards consumers, businesses, and major 
players of the sector, were identified by the workshops’ proactive participants. These participants 
are very willing to engage in making the EU Ecolabel more well-known and attractive for both 
consumers and businesses.

The European Commission’s EU Ecolabel coordinator’s proposal, which will be presented at the 
EU Ecolabel meeting during the week of 23 November, is to scale up the initiative at European 
level and set up a task force led by AFNOR to work on the promotion of EU Ecolabel tourism 
accommodation services in Europe. Parallel and small actions carried out at different levels can 
really make a difference. Furthermore, internal discussions at the European Commission and 
with the EU Ecolabel Helpdesk are already underway to see which initiatives can be carried out.  
The revision of the current EU Ecolabel criteria for tourist accommodation and campsite services 
is entering its final stage. The revised criteria are expected to be published by the end of 2016 
and will merge the two service groups under the same Commission Decision. Beyond the 
legislative update of the criteria and the increase of their ambition, considerable efforts have 
been undertaken to simplify the criteria structure. This means reducing the overall number of 
criteria to focus on environmental hotspots and to facilitate easier understanding and verification. 

Full Articles
A closer look at EU Ecolabel 
tourist accommodation and campsite services
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Find out about the status of new and 
revised product group criteria.

Keep an eye on upcoming events like 
the 5th Global Packaging Summit, the 
Future of Surfactants Summit..& more!

Fresh statistics show 660 new 
products and services have been 
awarded since January 2015!



Hotel Fevery is a small family-run 10 room hotel that became the first 
Belgian-based EU Ecolabel TA in December of 2009. Located in a building 
in Bruges dating back to 1920, Mr. Paul Asselman and his family have 
been its owners since 1996. Thanks to its compliance with the EU Ecolabel 
criteria, the hotel uses the TripAdvisor GreenLeaders program for their 
marketing. Developed by TripAdvisor in collaboration with UNEP, the 
program evaluates applications from hotels and receives reviews from 
customers on each hotel’s eco-responsible actions.

Implementation of energy-related criteria 
Implementing the EU Ecolabel criterion on energy efficient usage for 
household installations, Hotel Fevery invested in a number of energy-saving 
technologies. Since the installation of these A+ grade technologies, Mr. 
Asselman attests to an evident Return on Investment (ROI), in particular 
thanks to a boiler, heatpump dryer, dishwasher, and an upgraded ventilation 

system. In line with the EU Ecolabel criterion on window insulation, he states that an additional 
source of their savings includes the new double glazed windows which has prevented heating 
and cooling leaks, a common issue with single-paned windows. Furthermore, the hotel currently 
buys 100% green certified renewable energy and produces hot water themselves with their solar 
boiler, which currently surpasses the criteria’s stipulation to use at least 50% renewable energy 
sources for electricity used.

Implementation of waste-related criteria
As a result of the criterion on the avoidance of disposable products, implementation of a water 
fountain and the restriction of water bottles is believed to have a direct correlation to their 
20% waste decrease. Although it was an initial worry that complaints may stem from the bottle 
restriction, the hotel has contrarily received positive comments on review sites about their 
environmental initiatives. This hotel furthermore displays informative signs about these initatives 
in order to create awareness and give purpose to these environmental actions which to date has 
worked relatively well. 

Implementation of detergents and disinfectants-related criteria
The criterion on disinfectants calls for its use only where necessary. As such, Mr. Asselman took 
a notable step to reduce their consumption by installing rim-free toilets during summer 
2015; rim-free toilet designs eliminate the hidden cavities that are used to flush water into 
the bowl that can attract bacteria build up (found in conventional toilets). By eliminating this 
cavity, less detergent is needed to target hidden spaces. The hotel cleaning staff furthermore 
exclusively uses EU Ecolabel cleaning products, which helps optimise the cleaning products’ 
frequency of use. 

Based on a comparison of May 2010-May 2015’s 
average annual usage figures, the hotel’s 
consumption has been reduced in various areas 
(see figure).
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Hotel Fevery (Bruges, Belgium)

Visit Hotel Fevery’s website and social media pages

Please note that statistics and data are often not comparable as methods of measurement vary across tourist 
accommodations. Please also note that due to frequent fluctuations of energy prices, savings here are solely 
noted in absolute terms of consumption as there is no relevant benchmark of comparison in financial terms.

The below spread on EU Ecolabel TAs puts a spotlight on a select group of passionate licence 
holders with tourist accommodations engaged in promoting the EU Ecolabel ranging from one-
bedroom guest rooms to hundred-room campus-styled hotels for conferences. In the following 
company profiles, highlights of each licence holder’s journey and experience with the EU Ecolabel 
along with concrete quantitative results on energy and water savings as well as waste reduction 
are presented. Recurrent themes thread through the profiles, including the EU Ecolabel’s positive 
return on investment, advantages to its rigourous criteria, and the belief that the EU Ecolabel 
serves as proof of their commitment to the environment. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eco-Hotel-Fevery-Brugge/26487208829
http://www.hotelfevery.be/en/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eco-Hotel-Fevery-Brugge/26487208829
http://www.hotelfevery.be/en/


Chambre des Moulins is a one room bed and breakfast 
(B&B) in the town of Poitiers, France. Philipe Mangin, the 
owner and furthermore the standing President of the EU 
Ecolabel Club of Poitou-Charentes, started business in 
November 2008 and subsequently applied and became 
a licence holder in November 2011 after learning about 
the certification from one of its current club members 
and EU Ecolabel licence holder, Les Orangeries at Lussac 
les Châteaux in France.

Mr. Mangin noticed a change in the types of clients that his B&B 
attracts after obtaining the EU Ecolabel. Seemingly more curious 
and open-minded, his clientele-base seems attracted to the EU 
Ecolabe logo, visible on their  reservation website as well as in 
the B&B. After each visit, Mr. Mangin sends out a questionnaire 
which requests feedback on their environmental actions. 73% 
of his guests knew that the B&B was awarded the EU Ecolabel 
after their stay and 93% said that the EU Ecolabel was a sign of 
the B&B’s quality. This type of feedback is important in order for 
Mr. Mangin to assess whether its communication about the EU 
Ecolabel is sufficient or not.

Implementation of waste-related criteria
Among other measures, the purchase of two egg-laying chickens three months ago, that live in their 
garden, provides clients with fresh local organic eggs with their morning breakfasts,eliminating 
egg packaging that the B&B used to produce. 

Implementation of energy-related criteria
Aside from the mandatory criteria on energy, additional renovations to the B&B have been 
a continuous process. They have implemented installations one at a time, for example like 
replacing single with double-paned windows and shifting to the use of wood pellets for heating. 
It is perhaps thanks to these continuous steps that they have seen an overall decrease of their 
energy and electricity usage.

Generally they have seen savings in their energy and water usage, as seen below: 

Implementation of general management-related criteria
By fulfilling the criterion on setting their environmental policy and program, Mr. Mangin states 
that an advantage of bearing an EU Ecolabel licence is that it obliges them to 
concretely plan out their strategy and thus streamline implementation. In light of 
this strategy and general management-related criteria, Mr. Mangin equips his guest room with 
information about the EU Ecolabel in its welcome brochures, introducing environmental actions 
and progress, and invites clients to join in on the efforts. Following their stay, 84% of clients 
declared having engaged in one or two environmentally-friendly actions, with 14% engaging in 
over three actions. The most common area of engagement was in waste management, followed 
closely by water management and then by electricity and heating. The B&B has also participated 
in the Open Door Day for tourist accommodations in Poitiers, showing visitors what their B&B is 
like and introducing them to their environmental actions and EU Ecolabel award.

Visit Chambre des Moulin’s website and social media pages
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Chambre des Moulins (Poitiers, France)

https://www.facebook.com/chambredesmoulins
http://www.chambredesmoulins.fr/
https://www.facebook.com/chambredesmoulins
http://www.chambredesmoulins.fr/


Hotel Casale Romano is based on an 11 hectare property/
farm. Implementing the actions in line with the EU Ecolabel 
criteria plays an important role, as this hotel was built on 
family property that dates back to 1898 and furthermore 
based within the Alcantara River National Park. 

Even before being awarded the EU Ecolabel, Sabina Mancini, the owner of Hotel Casale Romano, 
has always placed an importance on caring for the environment. Trained as an engineer in 
alternative energy in agriculture, Ms. Mancini implemented environmental initiatives, such 
as serving her clients locally grown food and using EU Ecolabel cleaning products.  The hotel 
acquired the EU Ecolabel in 2012, which helped streamline and improve her already-set-in-place 
environmental efforts, thanks to the Alcantara River National Park, which campaigned 
for tourist accommodations within the National Park to apply for the EU Ecolabel 
in order to take preventative action against unintentionally harming the park’s 
natural environment. Ms. Mancini noticed that her hotel’s farm and the locally grown food 
that is served helps clients conceptualise what the EU Ecolabel stands for; after sharing that 
serving locally grown food is part of the EU Ecolabel criteria, she furthermore is able to create 
awareness about other actions, in terms of energy and water savings as well as waste reduction.  

Implementation of energy-related and water-
related criteria 
Some of the environmentally-friendly infrastructure 
(i.e. low energy consumption lightbulbs, low water 
flow taps, a solar-powered water boiler which covers 
all water heating from April to October) that make a 
big difference in environmental savings were already 
in place on site before application for the EU Ecolabel. 
Ms. Mancini therefore uses the criteria as means 
to continue to improve her hotel’s environmental 
performance in preparation for new and more initially 
costly investments.For example,  photovoltaic panels 
will eliminate her need to buy the amount of energy 
that her solar boiler does not cover from renewable 
energy-certified sources, which in 2014 amounted to 
3000 KWatts of renewable energy.  This past year, 
she experienced a positive Return on Investment on 
the new heater installed and on the air conditioning, 
which are both A+ grade. She furthermore places an 
importance on showing her guests that they too can 
carry out simple and easy daily actions at home, such 
as switching off the light and reducing the use of her 
heater to one hour in the evening and morning each.

Implementation of waste-related criteria
The hotel’s overall waste production has decreased since being awarded: once 
again by carrying out small actions such as feeding her food waste to the hotel’s farm animals, 
using coffee grounds as fertilizer, and accustomising her guests through communication to take 
advantage of the hotel’s water purifying system instead of using water bottles, waste will continue 
to reduce waste.

Implementation of detergents and disinfectants-related criteria
In regards to the criterion on consumption of chemicals, she proudly states that none are used on 
her farm. In terms of cleaning products, she finds that she consumes 20-30% less than she did 
with conventional products, attributing this feat to the effectiveness of EU Ecolabel dishwashing 
detergents and industrial dishwashing detergents, laundry detergents, and all-purpose cleaners. 
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Hotel Casale Romano (Motta Camastra, Italy)

Visit Hotel Casale Romano’s website and social media pages

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Casale-Romano/138915999554903?fref=ts
http://www.casaleromano.it/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Casale-Romano/138915999554903?fref=ts
http://www.casaleromano.it/index.html
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Capgemini Les Fontaines Campus (Chantilly, France)
Capgemini’s Les Fontaines was founded in 2003 in Chantilly, Picardie, originally intended to be 
a campus for internal use by the Capgemini Group. The Marketing & Sustainable Development 
Manager, Lydia Petitcolin, explains that even now most of their exterior clients are those of 
Capgemini, meaning that they  fundamentally run on B2B interaction. From the start, they 
had consultants come in to monitor the land in 1998, its fauna and flora, make environmental 
assessments of the grounds, and conducted their carbon footprinting even before their application 
for the EU Ecolabel in 2008. Obtaining the EU Ecolabel was especially challenging due to the 
large size of the campus. For example, the seemingly simple task of switching out heavy-energy 
consuming halogen lightbulbs for higher efficiency ones took significant commitment as it meant 
replacing and properly disposing of over 8,000 lightbulbs. It thus took them a year and a half 
of diligent preparation to implement all actions to be in line with the EU Ecolabel criteria. Ms. 
Petitcolin explains that for the campus, obtaining the certification has a specific use. The EU 
Ecolabel obliges them to be rigorous with their implementation of environmental 
actions, assures continuity through the years, and ensures that their energy, 
financial, water, and waste data are traced. 

Implementation of general management-related criteria:
As result of the large nature of the campus, a piloting committee was set up from the start to 
help manage the application and to track the criteria-completion process. Implementing the EU 
Ecolabel moreover created a common project that brought on board all of their different technical 
partners like their electricity technician company, water and plumbing technicians, and food 
service and catering partners. 

To ensure that staff are aware of the specificities of the 
criteria, Ms. Petitcolin holds a staff training workshop on the 
EU Ecolabel and its related actions once a year. This training 
allows the entire 80-person staff to obtain a conceptual view 
of how their actions make a big difference on the integrity of 
their EU Ecolabel award. During training, staff are often very 
receptive and proud of the environmental commitment that 
they are part of by working at Capgemini’s Les Fontaines. 
Guests have shared positive feedback on the EU Ecolabel 
and the maintenance staff is especially happy because it is 
obvious for them that the products used are less toxic, better 
for their skin, and in general better for their health.

Bearing the EU Ecolabel proved to be extremely valuable for the Capgemini Campus last year. 
The EU Ecolabel criteria includes an obligation to monitor usage of water and energy consumption 
data. Thanks to water usage monitoring, they were able to identify a major water 
leak under one of their buildings. From their data monitoring, a large anomaly in the water 
consumption data caught their attention and was investigated. As the building under which the 
leak was discovered was not in use, Ms. Petitcolin says that it probably would otherwise not have 
been discovered until the situation was aggravated. This event thus consolidated their 
belief in the value of the EU Ecolabel, not solely as a means of improvement but 
also one of risk mitigation.

Implementation of waste-related criteria
Complying with the criteria on the elimination of breakfast food packaging resulted in extensive 
research in order to find suppliers that met their company’s internal quality standards. In that 
regard, Ms. Petitcolin remarks that finding local and organic suppliers that also had delicious 
tasting food was not an easy task. As the EU Ecolabel criteria sets out the obligation to facilitate 
waste separation for clients, multiple recycling bins for waste sorting were placed within each of 
their one hundred rooms.

Implementation of energy-related criteria
As previously mentioned, adhering to the criteria on energy efficient light bulbs (in which over 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Capgemini-Campus-Les-Fontaines/396192061223
https://twitter.com/LesFontaines_
http://www.les-fontaines.com/


8000 light bulbs were replaced) is a main example that demonstrated their commitment to the 
EU Ecolabel. Outside the scope of the criteria, the campus also completed a large renovation 
project on their geothermal system for their main building, which helps them effectively conserve 
their usage of energy.

Tracking their total electricity and energy consumption over the years, it is apparent from the 
two graphs below that energy consumption has noticeably decreased over the years. Electricity 
use has gone from close to 6 million kilowatt hours of use in 2006 to close to 5 million kilowatt 
hours of use in 2014, while energy use has gone from 5.6 million kilowatt hours of use in 2006 
to 3.3 million kilowatt hours of use in 2014.
  
If we look at the general figures of the campus, we see that the majority of their consumption 
has gone down:

The Camping Espace Blue Ocean is a 6 hectares 
campsite in Ondres, with 60 cabins for rent. It was 
built based on the belief that people should feel 
their best when they are on vacation. As such, the 
campsite is not only for lodging, it furthermore offers 
guests a variety of daytime activities: barbecues, 
biking, and swimming. Furthermore, small local 
food markets are available to campers. They opened 
their camp grounds in 1998 and were awarded the 
EU Ecolabel ten years later within a stunning time 
frame of three months of focused independent work. 
Mr. Benjamin Souviraa, the director of the campsite, 
estimates that over five percent of their new guests 

specifically stay at their camp grounds because of the EU Ecolabel, and many more clients return 
after enjoying their visit and learning about the EU Ecolabel-related actions set in place. With 
the revision of the EU Ecolabel criteria underway, Mr. Souviraa has invested significant time in 
collaborating with the European Commission as a stakeholder.

Camping Espace Blue Ocean (Ondres, France)

2006 2014 Evolution % Evolution
2 974 2 205 -769 -25.86%

Natural gas KWH 5 644 135 3 334 157 -2 309 978 -40.93%
Electricity KWH 5 985 832 4 987 366 -998 466 -16.68%
Water Unit 13 035 000 8 204 000 -4 831 000 -37.06%
Bins of waste Unit 2 721 102 -2 619 -96.25%
Welcome products Unit 95 358 26 607 -68 751 -72.10%

2008 2014 Evolution % Evolution
Paper/Cardboard Tons 20 11 -9 -45.81%
Plastic Tons 6 2 -4 -66.44%

Indicators
Metric tons CO2 equivalent
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Visit Capgemini Les Fontaines Campus’ website and social media pages

http://www.espaceblueocean.com/
https://www.facebook.com/EspaceBlueOcean
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Capgemini-Campus-Les-Fontaines/396192061223
https://twitter.com/LesFontaines_
http://www.les-fontaines.com/


Christine Scholten is the manager of the 76 room Hotel Best 
Western Masqhotel which opened in 2006. In 2008, the Best 
Western chain hired a sustainable development manager who 
created awareness about the EU Ecolabel across the Best Western 
network. Thanks to the support of this sustainable development 
manager,  Ms. Scholten was able to start the application process 
and furthermore have guidance on how to meet certain criterion. 
As business clients in the past would often ask whether or not 
their hotel was awarded the EU Ecolabel, Ms. Scholten believed 
that going through with the application would be a good way 
to continue their sustainability efforts and try to enter a niche 
market. During their lighting retrofit to energy-efficient light 

Hotel Best Western Masqhotel (La Rochelle, France)

Implementation of energy-related criteria 
In relation to the criteria on energy-efficient installations, the campsite has a solar-powered 
water boiler, installed in 2007 for which they have now reached a positive Return on Investment. 
As for the rest of their energy supply, they follow the EU Ecolabel criteria and acquire 100% of 
their energy from renewable sources. With the exception of a peak in energy consumption in 
2012 due to an large influx of guests during a very cold holiday period (which caused a spike in 
heavy heater usage), a general decrease in the campsite’s energy consumption has been seen 
(figures below). In particular, the kilowatt hour consumption per occupied night has gone down 
from an average of 4 kilowatt hours to under 3.5 kilowatt hours per night. This translates to a 
yearly kilowatt hour consumption decrease of around 240 thousand to close to 210 thousand.   

As an exciting extra measure to the EU Ecolabel criteria, this campsite is planning to install a semi-
automatic energy control and management system within their cabins. The pilot installation 
systems are projected to be in place in 2017, allowing them to remotely control 
energy usage of appliances within their accommodations. This system will be able 
to initiate micro energy-cuts in periods of high usage and thus make financial savings for the 
campsite. For example, in periods of high energy consumption, this system may reduce the 
power of certain appliances. While the appliances’ functionality will not be impacted, financial 
and energy savings will be notable. 

Implementation of waste-related criteria
Most of their savings have been through waste and water management. Following the criteria for 
separation of waste, the amount of recycling in their bins has vastly increased in quantity from 
2009. 

Implementation of general management-related criteria 
Through extensive staff training as required by the EU Ecolabel criteria, Mr. Souviraa says that 
the employees are very engaged because they are the ones involved in its implementation. After 
the initial transitional process, it is apparent that it is not merely an obligation to comply, but 
that there is an appreciation for the EU Ecolabel amongst employees. Even during recruitment 
of seasonal workers, Mr. Souviraa takes the candidates’ environmental sensitivity into account.
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Visit Camping Espace Blue Ocean’s website and social media pages

http://www.masqhotel.com/hotel-la-rochelle/
https://www.facebook.com/Masqhotel
https://twitter.com/masqhotel
https://www.facebook.com/EspaceBlueOcean
http://www.espaceblueocean.com/


bulbs, the Masqhotel encountered a roadblock, as they needed Class A lightbulbs to be in lign 
with their design-centered hotel and lamps. The first model of eco-lightbulbs that were Class 
A protruded from their lamps, preventing their installation them due to the hotel’s aesthetic 
guidelines. Three years later, the market caught up with the demand for redesigned eco-lightbulbs 
and the Masqhotel was able to finish their EU Ecolabel application in 2014.

Implementation of energy-related criteria
Many of the energy efficient and economizing features were already installed before the EU Ecolabel, 
for example, the heat pump and air pump, insulation etc. However, with the implementation of 
their energy-efficient lightbulbs, the Masqhotel experienced a 7% energy savings just in the first 
year of being awarded with the EU Ecolabel, and has maintained low levels of consumption in 
2015. They estimate reaching a ROI for these lightbulbs in 2016. 

Looking into the optional criteria of producing their own renewable energy, they had researched 
solar panels for implementation but after considering the young age of the building realised they 
were not very relevant because the systems in place are already quite efficient. As such and as 
stipulated by the criteria, they buy 50% of their energy with renewable energy certificates.

Implementation of waste-related criteria
The biggest reduction they have noticed is in waste production, thanks to their waste-separation 
efforts. Before the EU Ecolabel, they used to fill one yellow bin of recycling a 
week; now they fill six of these every week. A few factors in this were that the city of 
La Rochelle started giving out more bins for recycling. Moreover, the hotel started sorting waste 
directly in the breakfast rooms. Thanks to these efforts, the Masqhotel’s recycling rate is now 
400% more than before. 

Based on results from questionnaires 
completed by clients after their stay at the 
Masqhotel, the EU Ecolabel may be a future 
reason for their choice of stay, even if it was 
not originally the case. Recognised as one 
of six eco-hotels in the region, the hotel 
has also recently received an award from 
the Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Follow these links for more information about tourist 
accommodation and campsite services:

• Tourism seminar hosted in Brussels on May 26, 2015: refer to this article. 
• Agenda of the seminar hosted in Bordeaux on November 12, 2015 can be found here. 
• For information on how to apply refer to the application pack for information on the application 

documents and relevant criteria for Tourist Accommodation and Campsite Services. 
• For more information on the Tourist Accommodation service group revision please click here.

Find tourist accommodations awarded with the EU 
Ecolabel on the new ECAT! 

The EU Ecolabel Catalogue has a new feature! Now you can search for EU Ecolabel Tourist 
Accommodation Services in the new Tourist Accommodation Services Catalogue. This new 
version of the ECAT, which is more interactive allows users to search by geographic zones. By 
entering the name of the locality and defining the surrounding radius within which you would 
like to search, you may now view the locations on a map and better plan your next trip to a EU 
Ecolabel Tourist Accommodation or Campsite Service.  

To access both the Tourism Accommodation Services and the Products Catalogue, click on the 
respective button in the top right navigation panel of the EU Ecolabel website.
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Visit Hotel Best Western Masqhotel’s website and social media pages

http://europe-international.aquitaine.fr/index.php?id=1428
http://www.ecolabels.fr/fr/content/download/30953/258089/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/how-to-apply-for-eu-ecolabel.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/documents/apppack_0904.pdf
http://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/tourist_accommodation/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/index_en.htm
https://www.facebook.com/Masqhotel
https://twitter.com/masqhotel
http://www.masqhotel.com/hotel-la-rochelle/


Eco-innovation, together with environmental labels, management 
and information schemes, will be key components for Europe to 
achieve a circular economy. This was one of the main takeaways 
of the 18th Eco-innovation Forum on boosting competitiveness and 
innovation. With a focus on the role of environmental labelling, 
management and information schemes, it was to discuss and create 
recommendations for the European Commission (EC) around these 
topics that over 300 stakeholders from across Europe came together 
in Barcelona, Spain this May for the forum co-hosted by the European 
Commission DG Environment, the Spanish Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Environment, and the Generalitat de Catalunya. Within 
the context of the Eco-innovation Action Plan set out by the EC, the 
Eco-innovation Forum is a bi-annual forum to increase awareness, 
collaboration and networking opportunities centered around Eco-
innovation. Each time, a theme within the scope of Eco-Innovation 
sets the tone for the forum’s conferences, debates, presentations, 
and guest speakers at a new location around the world. For example, previous fora have focused 
on topics such as circular economy in cities, sustainable construction, technology transfers, etc. 
and have been hosted in  cities like Lyon, Helsinki, and Hanoi. 

EU Ecolabel Licence holders from Spain, the United Kingdom, Sweden, Denmark, Belgium, and 
Estonia submitted over 50 EU Ecolabel products that were featured at the forum. The samples, 
which were distributed to participants provoked questions about the EU Ecolabel scheme, as well 
as gave visibility to licence holders.  

Below is a non-exhaustive list of licence holders who submitted product samples and were 
featured at the event. Take this chance to like or follow them on their social media pages and 
keep up to date with their activities!

All sample products that remained from the forum were additionally displayed within a vitrine at the 
European Commission (DG Environment) following the forum to highlight these environmentally 
friendly products amongst all EC colleagues.

Originating from the Retailers’ Environmental Action Programme (REAP), the Retail 
Forum (which took place within the 18th Eco-innovation Forum) is a platform for 
exchange of sustainability practices in the European retail sector. Of particular 
note, Coop Italia, Carrefour Fance, and Lidl have made Retailer Commitments 

Eco-innovation & ecolabelling for 
a circular economy

 • AS Eskaro 
 • Rainnett
 • Camira Fabrics 
 • Jules Clarysse 
 • A&B Laboratorios de Biotecnologia S.A.U.

• Soluble Film Packaging SA
• Naturals Fashion
• Quimicas Quimxel SL
• Cederroth & SCA
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specific to the favorable promotion of ecolabelling, of which the EU Ecolabel is a big part of. 
The full list of these can be viewed on the REAP Database for Retailers’ Commitments, updated 
annually. These actions are among others that will allow them to promote more sustainable 
products and better inform customers of their choices. Other discussions around the value 
of labels for better communication with their consumers and retailer engagement with their 
suppliers and employees on the topic of circular economy, marked the conversation at this Retail 
Forum. Follow these retailer pages and their social media with the links below.

Following this 18th Eco-innovation Forum, the European Commission launched a public consultation 
on its circular economy package including a chapter on labelling. 68% of responders placed 
an importance on support for market penetration of innovative projects through 
labelling, certification and standards, and public procurement for innovation, for 
promoting circular economy at the EU level. Read more about the public consultation 
and see the full results here. To read more about the 18th Eco-Innovation Forum and its related 
events, find the Press Release here. 

The next 19th Eco-Innovation Forum took place in Seoul, Korea on “Business opportunities 
in Eco-innovation: materials and products for a sustainable future” the 27-28 of October this 
year. This focus on eco-innovation in materials and products is particularly relevant to licence 
holders certified by the EU Ecolabel and may also lead other businesses to apply for it to attain 
a certification on their eco-innovative product. This Eco-innovation Forum presents collaborative 
approaches between businesses and organisations in Europe and Asia for facilitation of market 
access, especially for SMEs. This edition of the Eco-innovation Forum was hosted in partnership 
with the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Korea and thanks to its setting in Korea, also 
provided the opportunity to learn about business and environment in Korea and to visit the Eco-
Expo Korea 2015 Oct 28. Find out more about the 19th Eco-innovation Forum on the website 
here.

Announcements & spotted on the web
• The Italian EU Ecolabel Communications Awards 2015 has been launched!

Initiated by the Italian CB and ISPRA, the first Italian EU Ecolabel Communication Award was 
launched this September. Licence holders with licences issued by the Italian CB and believed 
to have an outstanding achievement in increasing public awareness and knowledge of the EU 
Ecolabel through their promotional campaigns carried out in the last 5 years, submitted their 
applications on 15 Sept 2015. 

For more details of the Italian EU Ecolabel Communications Awards, visit their page or contact 
ecolabel@isprambiente.it. 

• Coop Italia 
• Carrefour France 
• Lidl 
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• A new EU Ecolabel video from the Finnish CB has 
been filmed with the Finnish licence holder UPM. 
Discover what being awarded the EU Ecolabel 
means through their perspective. You can find 
this with other EU Ecolabel videos on our “Videos” 
page!

• The Luxembourg EU Ecolabel page was launched 
on the Luxembourg governmental website in 
response to awarding their first licences! As part 
of their “Virtual Counter”, it informs their site’s 
visitors with information on topics of their interest.

• A EU Ecolabel page on the Your Europe website 
allows businesses and entreprises interested 
about the environment to learn about the EU 
Ecolabel for their business.

New on the EU Ecolabel website

• The new EU Ecolabel Tourist Accommodation Catalogue allows to 
search for Tourist Accommodations and Campsite Services more 
interactively! It can be found alongside the original EU Ecolabel 
Products Catalogue in the top right hand button of the EU Ecolabel 
website. Read more about it in our close up section here.

• The EU Ecolabel website is now equipped with a brand new video 
library. You can discover more about the EU Ecolabel through videos 
by the European Commission, such as the new “Fall in Love with EU 
Ecolabel” series in 11 languages, as well as through other EU Ecolabel 
videos on the web. This new “Videos” page is found within the “More 
about the EU Ecolabel” tab of the EU Ecolabel website’s left-hand 
navigation panel. Enjoy the browsing!

• The Facts and Figures page is now updated! 
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Facts and figures

These statistics represent the current number of total valid licences showing that 660 new products 
and services have been awarded since January 2015! Readers can now compare the licence and 
product/service trends from the last three reporting periods, in September 2014, March 2015, 
and September 2015, giving a clearer picture of the advancement of the EU Ecolabel. Updates 
on statistical trends will be made twice per year, coinciding with the publication of EU Ecolabel 
News Alert Special Editions. These figures are based off of Competent Bodies’ internal data, 
with licences under application or renewal process not taken into account. Access the Facts and 
Figures page for statistics on the evolution of licences and products/services since September 
2014.

Specificities on the reporting period: Iceland and Croatia have not awarded any EU Ecolabel licences.
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These statistics represent the current number of total valid products. These figures are based off 
of Competent Bodies’ internal data.

Specificities on the reporting period: 
Iceland and Croatia have not awarded any EU Ecolabel products or services.

Product/service group calendar
Second semester 2015 - first semester 2018

The following tables outline planned adoptions for new and revised product/service group criteria 
for 2015-2016.  Information in the below tables are subject to modification at any given time.

New 
Product/Service Groups Scheduled Adoption Comments

Cleaning Services 1st Semester 2017
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Product/Service Group 
Revision Scheduled Adoption Comments

Growing Media /  
Soil Improvers 2nd Semester 2015

The two PGs will be merged and 
the scope will be broadened 

to include mulch

Portable Computers / 
Notebook Computers 1st Semester 2016 Laptops will be merged with PCs

Wooden Furniture 1st Semester 2016 The scope has been enlarged to 
Furniture

Footwear 1st Semester 2016

Wooden Floor Coverings 2nd Semester 2016

Tourist Accommodation Services 
and Campsite Services 2nd Semester 2016 Criteria for CS and TAS will be 

merged

Televisions 1st Semester 2017

All-Purpose Cleaners and 
Sanitary Cleaners 1st Semester 2017

Detergents for Dishwashers 1st Semester 2017

Industrial and Institutional 
Automatic Dishwasher 

Detergents
1st Semester 2017

Hand Dishwashing Detergents 1st Semester 2017

Laundry Detergents 1st Semester 2017

Industrial and Institutional 
Laundry Detergents 1st Semester 2017

Copying and graphic paper 1st Semester 2018

Newsprint paper 1st Semester 2018

Tissue paper 1st Semester 2018
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We would love to hear from you, tell us what you thought about this issue or what you would 
like us to cover in the future, here! And of course, subscribe to the NewsAlert here if you are 
not yet part of our mailing list. 

Agenda

15-16 December, 2015: Workshop on 21st Century Standards and Labelling Programmes 
Workshop – Paris, France
The International Energy Agency (IEA), the IEA Implementing Agreement for Energy Efficient 
End-use Equipment (4E) and the Super-efficient Equipment and Appliance Deployment (SEAD) 
initiative of the Clean Energy Ministerial and the International Partnership for Energy Efficiency are 
organising a workshop to explore how innovative technologies can be used to improve appliance 
and equipment energy efficiency programmes. For more information or to register please email: 
Leonie Wilson (Leonie.WILSON@iea.org) and Audrey Glynn-Garnier (Audrey.GLYNN@iea.org) 
before 1 December.

25-26 January, 2016: 5th Annual Global Packaging Summit – Brussels, Belgium
The Global Packaging Summit is one of the largest global events in the packaging sector. This 
5th summit will bring together over 200 delegates of relevant FMCG companies in Brussels in 
January 2016 to discuss and exchange ideas and knowledge about sustainability, new materials 
and design innovation issues. Topics to be featured include the key role of sustainable packaging 
solutions in achieving a green supply chain, how to maximise cost reduction with the latest 
proven packaging developments and innovations, and why utilising the Circular Economy model 
will drive the next wave of business growth.

3-4 February, 2016: Future of Surfactants Summit – Berlin, Germany
Hosted by ACI, Active Communications International, the Future of Surfactants Summit is the 
first surfactants conerence. It will focus on the dynamics of the growing surfactants industry and 
the future growth of the business by addressing the entire value chain, from growing commodity 
surfactants to new emerging specialities.

Help us improve the News Alert 
by participating in a survey
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