




Countdown to the EBAE awards 2012
The competition for Europe’s greenest companies will culminate with the EBAE award ceremony in 
mid-2012. Registration for the 2012 edition of the awards is expected to open in mid-November, with a 
deadline for submitting national applications of 20 January 2012. This provisional planning also foresees 
the EBAE jury meeting in March 2012, and finally, the Award ceremony in Mai 2012, in Brussels.   
The final schedule will be confirmed in the coming weeks on the EBAE website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/awards/index.html
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C O U N T R Y  F O C U S

Showcasing Irish innovation in 
environmental management and practice

The 13th edition of the Belgian Business 
Awards for the Environment (BBAE) took 
place on 26 October 2011 and focused on 
the theme of, “innovation for sustainabil-
ity”.  The BBAE is a Business and Society 
Belgium initiative, which is supported by 
the Federation of Enterprises in Belgium 
(FEB). 
This year’s awards attracted applications 
from 25 businesses, from which the Jury 
selected 12 nominees and four prize 
winners: Tri-Vizor, which developed a 
carpooling system for cargo; Umicore, 
for its advances in recycling rechargeable 
batteries; Recticel and partners, for their 
new insulation product, Isofinish®; and 
Siemens, for their efforts in integrating 
renewable energy sources and sustainable 
transport. Chocolate manufacturer, Belvas, 
also received a special mention from the 
Jury for its use of heat retrieval to produce 
hot water for melting chocolate.

During its deliberations, the jury identified 
some interesting developments. In particu-
lar, a notable shift among entries towards 
more collaborative initiatives, as well as the 
increasing role of the three central objec-

Belgian award winners and nominees announced 

as representatives from governmental and 
environmental agencies. Twenty companies 
entered the Irish awards in 2010, reflecting 
the increasing importance of environmen-
tal issues for businesses of all types and 
sizes. Abbott Ireland received the award 
for Environmental Management, JFC 
Manufacturing won the Product award, 
while Lagan Cement received the Excel-
lence award for its efforts in substituting 
non-renewable fossil fuel with green energy 
derived from Solid Recovered Fuel (SRF).  
The process to select the Irish entrants  

The Irish Business and Employer’s Con-
federation (IBEC) is the coordinator of the 
Irish National Awards for the European 
Business Awards for the Environment 
(EBAE). IBEC’s National Environmental 
Awards encompass five categories: Man-
agement, Product, Process, International 
Business Cooperation and Environmental 
Excellence. The winners and commenda-
tions are entered into the EBAE. 
The judging panel consists of experts in 
the fields of environmental law, corporate 
social responsibility and academia, as well 

for the EBAE Awards 2012 will begin  
in October 2011, with the winners an-
nounced in January 2012.
http://www.ibec.ie/IBEC/DFB.nsf/
vPages/Environment~Resources~ibec-
environment-awards-09-08-
2011?OpenDocument

tives of the EU’s Europe 2020 Strategy 
– smart, sustainable and inclusive growth 
– as strong drivers of innovation. 
http://www.businessandsociety.be   



The European Commission’s LIFE Unit recently published the selection of the Best LIFE  
Environment Projects 2010. The 13 projects selected represent the most successful of the recently 
completed LIFE Environment projects. 
Further details at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/publications/lifepublications/bestprojects/documents/
bestenv10.pdf

Hamburg is Germany’s second largest city and Europe’s third main port. It has served as a trading 
hub for centuries and is now a modern industrial centre. The brochure describes how the city 
confronts environmental challenges and acts as a role model for other European cities. 
Further details at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/ENV-
10_034_Hambourg_MEP_final1.pdf
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How to contact us
EBAE website: http://www.ebae.eu
You may contact your national coordinator directly:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/awards/in_your_country.html

EBAE Secretariat
Cédric Hananel, c/o PRACSIS 
tel: +32 2 340 30 64; e-mail: eu.awards.env@pracsis.be

European Commission, DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT
Isabelle Michiels
tel.: +32 2 299 68 73; e-mail: isabelle.michiels@ec.europa.eu

Winners of EMAS Awards 
2011 announced 
On 18 November 2011, the European 
Commission announced the winners of 
the European Eco-Management and Audit 
Scheme Awards for 2011. This year’s  
winners, selected from among 36 entries, 
were: Belvas Organic Chocolate (Belgium),  
Ebswien hauptkläranlage (Austria), 
Eurobank EFG Bank (Greece), Fritz-Erler-
Schule Pforzheim (Germany), Kneissler 
Brüniertechnik (Germany) and the  
Municipality of Ravenna (Italy).
The EMAS Awards recognise outstanding 
achievements in one particular environ-
mental management aspect each year.  

The theme of the 2011 awards was,  
“Stakeholder involvement, including  
employee involvement, leading to continuous 
improvement”. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/
emasawards/index.htm

A G E N D A

	 World Water Forum and World 
Water Day,  
Marseille, France   
12-17 March 2012 

	 Cleantech Forum Europe
Munich, Germany 
16-18 April 2012

	 Green Week 2012
Brussels, Belgium 
22 -25 May 2012

Learning from the “best”

Hamburg – European Green Capital 2011

Winner private medium-sized organisations:  
ebswien hauptkläranlage (Austria)


