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Introduction

It has become a sort of tradition to meet in Stresa to discuss sludge matters and
related topics.

In November 1999, DG Environment and the JRC organised a workshop on
“Problems around sludge” that saw some 100 people discussing for two days
the pros and cons of sludge use in agriculture as compared to landfill disposal
and incineration.

In February 2001, DG Environment and the JRC organised a much more
focused and technical workshop on “Harmonisation of analytical methods of
sampling and analysis methods for heavy metals, organic pollutants and
pathogens in soil and sludge”. The workshop was attended by 48 experts from
14 member states from the EU. The reason for this workshop was the revision
of the Sewage Sludge Directive 86/278/EEC. In the working document for the
revision of the directive it is proposed that the investigations should follow
internationally accepted standards, which should by CEN or ISO or national
standards. 

This booklet contains the programme of the workshop, the presentations made
over the two days and the results of the discussions in the different working
groups.

We are grateful to the working group chairpersons experts from CEN and ISO
for their efforts in making comprehensive but at the same time analytical
summaries of the debates on the different topics touched upon in the
workshop. Many thanks are also due to the participants who ensured that the
two days of discussions were held in a friendly and fruitful atmosphere.

Although sewage sludge may not seem a very sexy topic to talk about, the
interest shown by the different Member States and among stakeholders is
always a spur to the Commission to do its best to improve the exchange of
information and knowledge on soil and sludge at European level.

We hope that the wealth of information and data contained in this booklet may
be of use in shedding light on the analytical problems that land spreaders, end
users and enforcement authorities are faced with in dealing with sludge use 
on soil.



A clear message that – in our opinion – came out of the workshop is the need
for harmonisation of analytical and sampling methods for sludges and soils in
the Community. Especially in terms of long-term soil protection, we see it as a
crucial step that all Member States sing from the same hymn sheet when
setting threshold limits for pollutants in soil and sludge so as to ensure a
proper monitoring and comparability of data in the Community. This, in turn,
will allow for an increased transparency in communicating with public
opinion about risk management when using wastes on land. It will also allow
for the building up of a comparable set of data about toxicity thresholds,
ensure a better functioning of the internal market and a higher level of
environmental protection.

Heinrich LANGENKAMP Luca MARMO
Environment Institute – JRC DG Environment
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