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Dear Mrs Hellsten,
Response to the EU communication: "Towards a thematic strategy on the sustainable use of
pesticides" (July 01, 2002)

There is much made in this communication and a number of the submissions listed on the
related web site about the benefits of organic farming.  At the Brighton Conference, Pests
and Diseases 2002, this week J. Schlundt of the World Health Organisation presented a
very thought provoking paper entitled, “Risks and Benefits of Biological and Chemical
Plant Protection Strategies – Food Safety Aspects” (Schlundt, 2002).

In his paper Mr. Schlundt suggested that if we were to shift to organic farming globally
we would need to turn 21% more “wild-land” into arable land.  It seems unlikely that
such land is available and it is sure that we should not sanction a change in agricultural
practice that would result in the subsequent loss of biodiversity.  Mr. Schlundt also
considers the potential of biotechnology to address a broad range of food-related issues
such as food security and nutrition and food safety.

Using pesticides and GM crops safely and responsibly will maximize farming efficiency
and so minimize the amount of natural land taken away from wildlife and into
agriculture.  It is very important therefore that any new legislation in the area of
sustainable agriculture fosters and promotes the safe use of these valuable tools, rather
than stifling their development, with the result that we would have a less safe and secure
food supply and a less bio-diverse world.

Yours sincerely

Neil Adams
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