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IVA Comments on the BIPRO-Report: 
Assessing economic impacts of the specific measures to be part of the 
Thematic Strategy on the Sustainable Use of Pesticides 
(Final Report, October 2004) 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1. Training 
 
General comments 
Understanding of IVA is that this is one of the most specific and appropriate measures to risk 
reduction. 
Training is essential to the effective and responsible use of Plant Protection Products 
(PPPs). It is a prerequisite for ensuring good agricultural practices. 
Potential environmental impacts of crop protection products can be avoided if products are 
used in the correct manner and at the correct time. 
 
Comments on the recommendation 
In principle, we support the recommendation of optimizing training. However, we believe that 
combining this measure with financial instruments should only be done in a positive sense 
(promotion, not penalty). Maybe one could evaluate the potential for supporting this measure 
by incentives under the current CAP1. 
 
Most users of PPPs have undergone formal training in the early part of their careers, but 
there may be insufficient refresher training on new developments, best practices and 
environmental matters. This should also be considered in the future, as should the need to 
ensure that advisors also have the most up-to-date refresher training opportunities. 
 
 
2. Technical check of spraying equipment 
 
General comments 
We appreciate seeing that this option is considered as one of the most important ones 
amongst the measures looked into, as it has clear risk reduction potential. 
The environmentally safe operation of all PPP application equipment is a vital part of the 
PPP utilisation process.2  
 
Comments on the recommendation 
IVA fully supports the recommendations made for the certification of equipment and for the 
regular inspection of equipment, which are a real contribution to ensuring the sustainable use 
of PPPs and minimising potential environmental risks. 
The development and implementation of a system of universally acceptable, independently 
validated, low-cost testing schemes would need to be discussed and agreed with the 
stakeholders involved (including equipment providers) at national level. 

                                            
1, Council Regulation N° 1257/1999, as amended by Council Regulation N° 1783/2003, Chapter III training, Chapter Va  meeting 
standards 
2 BIPRO Study, page 363 


