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COCERAL comments to the BiPRO study on the 

Thematic Strategy on the Sustainable Use of Pesticides 
 
COCERAL is the professional organisation representing EU agrosupply traders. 
Its main objective is to defend the interests of European agrosupply traders as 
well as to ensure a level playing field as to regulatory provisions. For that 
reason COCERAL did already contribute to previous stakeholder consultations 
on the Thematic Strategy on the Sustainable Use of Pesticides and welcomes 
the opportunity to contribute again at this stage.  
 
COCERAL members would like to comment some of the recommendations 
outlined in the BiPRO report: 
 

• Measure II: PPP free or reduced zones 
Before PPP free or reduced zones are designated, it should be ensured that 
enough alternatives for plant health are available on the market for farmers 
cultivating those areas. Otherwise, besides the direct negative effects for 
local retailers and farmers, those areas may become a focus of infection. In 
any case, best practice and guidance should not focus on reduction of use 
but on reduction of risk. The reason for this is that simply aiming for a 
reduction in overall PPP usage may be detrimental to the environment, 
unless this reduction in PPP usage relates to those products more harmful 
to the environment.  
Agrosupply traders would like to be consulted and involved in the drafting 
of the best practice and guidance documents.  

 
• Measure III: Systematic data collection 
Although COCERAL members understand the need for accurate and up-to-
date information on PPP use, they are of the opinion that excessive burden 
for traders should be avoided as much as possible. The quantity and quality 
of data collected will be low compared to the big efforts necessary to collect 
them. It would be useful to reduce the range of products to be covered by 
this systematic data collection, e.g. exclude products only occasionally 
used. Agrosupply traders, as acquainted players, would like to be involved 
in the choice of parameters defining the approach to collect data, the detail 
of information to be collected, the coverage of the collected data concerning 
PPP use and the frequency of data collection.  
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• Measure IV: Training and certification of users and Measure V: Technical 

check of spraying equipment 
Agrosupply traders strongly support these two measures, as experience 
shows that reduction of risk is best achieved by education and training of 
those responsible for applying the product. Traders could play a very 
important role as trainers if assisted and recognised by national authorities. 

 
• Measure VI: Common framework for Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
Agrosupply traders have long positive experience with integrated pest 
management and support any initiative aiming at further strengthening the 
concept at EU level. 
 
• Measure VIII: Quantitative use reduction 
COCERAL members agree with the recommendation of not taking any 
action on this direction. As very well indicated in the report, the aim should 
not be the reduction of amounts but the reduction of risks. 
The retailer sector has seen a decrease in sales of PPP in past years and this 
tendency continues. Traders have been adapting to changes in the use of 
PPP and hope to continue doing so in a non-regulated manner. For this 
reason it is necessary to ensure that enough products/alternatives for plant 
treatment are at any moment available on the market. 

 
COCERAL has an interest in being updated on the evolution of the Thematic 
Strategy. We would also welcome that the Commission considers our 
association as a stakeholder for examination of future proposals on this topic. 
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