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Project	of	the	month

Improving	Slovenia’s	organic
production	capacity
Organically	bred	sheep	and	goats	can	help	preserve	the	landscape	and	biodiversity	in
areas	such	as	Slovenia’s	Sava	Hills,	where	Rural	Development	Programme	(RDP)
funds	have	been	successfully	used	to	support	the	growth	of	an	organic	meat
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business	through	investment	in	a	slaughtering	facility.
	
This	RDP	project	resulted	in	the	beneficiary	being	able	to	provide	quality	organic	food
for	local	consumers	and	increase	the	size	of	the	farm’s	organic	herd,	thereby	also
improving	the	potential	for	livestock	grazing	to	contribute	to	habitat	conservation.
Other	useful	outcomes	of	the	RDP	investment	include	an	increase	in	consumer
awareness	about	the	availability	of	local	organic	products.	
	
Read	more	about	this	investment	project	supporting	organic	agriculture	and
preserving	natural	capital.

Find	out	more

News

Agriculture	MEPs	approve
agreement	on	EU	farm	policy	reform
The	European	Parliament’s	Agriculture	Committee	(COMAGRI)	has
approved	a	provisional	deal	on	the	CAP	facilitating	more	environmentally
friendly,	fairer	and	more	transparent	agricultural	policy	from	2023
onwards.
	
MEPs	voted	on	9	September	for	features	of	the	provisional	agreement	that	are	being
advanced	through	the	co-decision	process.	COMAGRI’s	priorities	confirm	the
Parliament’s	interest	in	biodiversity	and	climate	commitments	becoming	core	CAP
elements,	mainly	by	strengthening	mandatory	climate	and	environmentally	friendly
practices.	MEPs	also	endorsed	the	proposals	that:	at	least	10%	of	national	direct
payments	target	small	and	medium-sized	farms;	young	farmers	should	benefit	from
at	least	3%	of	the	national	CAP	budgets;	labour	inspectors	should	by	2025	connect
with	CAP	paying	agencies	to	control	breaches	of	EU	labour	rules;	and	insisted	on
increased	transparency	about	final	beneficiaries.	The	provisional	agreement	now
needs	to	be	approved	in	a	Plenary	session	of	the	European	Parliament,	possibly	in	this
November.
	
See	the	European	Parliament	press	release	for	details.
	

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/project/attachments/gp_si_lamb_meat_slaughterhouse_on_farm_638_web_fin.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210903IPR11210/agriculture-meps-approve-agreement-on-eu-farm-policy-reform


Agricultural	Ministers	discuss
strengthening	rural-urban	dialogue
The	Long-Term	Vision	for	Rural	Areas	is	a	policy	signal	for	Member	States
that	can	be	reflected	in	CAP	Strategic	Plan	designs	-	particularly	in	the
integration	of	agricultural	policy	with	other	funds	for	rural	regions.
	
This	was	a	key	message	from	Commissioner	Wojciechowski	following	an	informal
meeting	of	the	EU	Agriculture	Ministers	in	Brdo	pri	Kranju,	Slovenia	earlier	this	month.
Commissioner	emphasised	rural	Europe’s	potential	for	taking	advantage	of	the
synergy	that	is	available	from	better	complementarity	of	EU	policies	and	funds	saying,
“we	need	to	use	all	possible	funds,	from	the	cohesion	funds,	also	from	the	recovery
funds.”
	
Mr	Wojciechowski	stated	that	people	in	rural	areas	have	the	same	rights	of	access	to
the	same	EU	funds	as	people	in	urban	areas	and	his	speech	to	the	Ministers’	meeting
provided	further	information	about	the	Vision	2040,	Rural	Action	Plan,	and	Rural	Pact.
	

EU	website's	latest	CAP	content
In	case	you	missed	it	during	the	summer	period,	the	European	Commission
has	launched	a	set	of	webpages	about	the	new	Common	Agricultural
Policy.
	
This	online	resource	collates	a	wide	range	of	information	about	different	CAP	topics
including	among	others	the	new	delivery	model,	key	areas	of	reform,	AKIS	and	latest
developments.	
	

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/wojciechowski/announcements/commissioner-wojciechowskis-speech-agrifish-meeting-slovenia_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/new-cap-2023-27_en


Bookmark	the	sections	you	like	to	stay	informed	about	with	regards	to	the	ongoing
roll-out	of	CAP	during	the	2023-2027	period.	

European	Parliament	spotlights	CAP
support	for	young	farmers
MEPs	heard	from	DG	AGRI	in	September	about	the	CAP’s	impact	on
generational	renewal,	local	development	and	jobs	in	rural	areas.	Positive
benefits	from	CAP	support	were	confirmed	alongside	important	challenges
for	CAP	to	tackle	such	as	the	ageing	of	farming	populations.
	
Notable	lessons	regarding	the	support	for	young	farmers	and	other	new	entrants	to
the	EU’s	agri-food	sector	included	references	to:	

CAP	measures	are	being	insufficient	on	their	own	to	address	main	entry	barriers
into	farming;	
a	more	strategic	approach	for	generational	renewal	support	across	both	Pillars
is	still	needed;	and	
developing	integrated	approaches	to	funding	would	help	by	combining	CAP	and
non-CAP	instruments.	

	
DG	AGRI’s	presentation	to	COMAGRI	gives	more	information	on	the	CAP	impact	on
generational	renewal,	local	development,	and	jobs	in	rural	areas.	

Financial	Instruments	and	CAP
Strategic	Plans
DG	AGRI’s	Targeted	Coaching	service	from	fi-compass	helps	build	capacity

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/239116/EP%20-%20Evaluation%20Generational%20Renewal_en.pdf
https://www.fi-compass.eu/esif/eafrd#anchor-2021


about	financial	instruments	and	is	offered	to	Managing	Authorities	that	are
working	on	the	preparation	of	their	new	CAP	Strategic	Plans.	
	
This	service	provides	valuable	and	country-specific	know-how	about	using	the	new
simplified	rules	for	financial	instruments	with	fi-compass	experts	also	sharing	useful
experience	from	Managing	Authorities	that	have	the	experience	of	EAFRD	financial
instruments	from	the	2014-2020	period.	
	
Here	you	may	watch	the	latest	video	about	Targeted	Coaching.		

EU	continues	to	lead	in	global	agri-
food	trade
The	EU	has	strengthened	its	position	among	the	world’s	leading	exporters
of	agri-food	products	and,	despite	the	pandemic,	the	value	of	EU	agri-food
exports	in	2020	reached	€184	billion.
	
Commenting	on	this	EU	achievement	and	its	benefits	for	Member	States’	farmers,
Janusz	Wojciechowski,	Commissioner	for	Agriculture,	observed	that	“the	success	of
agricultural	trade	is	clearly	linked	to	the	Common	Agricultural	Policy	which	supports
competitiveness	and	innovation,	and	also	linked	to	the	excellent	reputation	of	our
products	as	being	safe,	sustainably	produced,	nutritious	and	of	high	quality.”
	
Read	the	newly	published	Agri-food	trade	in	2020	report	for	all	the	facts	and	figures
on	this	CAP	success	story.

https://www.fi-compass.eu/news/2021/05/new-video-eafrd-targeted-coaching-service
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/food-farming-fisheries/trade/documents/map-2021-2_en.pdf


Improving	import	standards	for
agricultural	products
The	subject	of	fair	food	import	standards	is	expected	to	be	prominent	for
Agricultural	Ministries	during	the	French	Presidency	of	the	Council	of	the
EU	next	year.
	
Attention	is	being	planned	to	focus	on	the	application	of	EU	health	and	environmental
standards	to	imported	agricultural	and	agri-food	products.	This	will	include	animal
welfare	standards	as	well	as	processes	and	production	methods.	The	aim	is	to
identify	concrete	initiatives	that	ensure	better	conformity	of	EU	fair	food	imports	with
World	Trade	Organisation	rules.	CAP’s	role	will	be	reviewed	in	parallel	with	EU	policy
concerning	the	Environment,	Health	and	Food	Safety.
	
See	the	common	statement	from	the	EU	institutions	adopted	with	the	political
agreement	on	the	CAP	reform.

Evaluation	Knowledge	Bank
A	new	Knowledge	Bank	containing	more	than	50	different	practical	project	outputs
and	resources	was	launched	by	the	European	Evaluation	Helpdesk	for	Rural
Development	to	support	evaluation	and	learning.
	

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-10991-2021-ADD-1/en/pdf


The	Evaluation	Knowledge	Bank	contents	give	insights	into	various	outputs	developed
in	initiatives	and	projects	at	the	EU	and	Member	States	levels	about	data
infrastructures	and	data	use.	It	also	provides	a	quick	guide	on	potential	use,	showing
how	these	outputs	could	be	used	for	monitoring	and	evaluation	of	the	CAP.

Networking	Update
Member	States,	National	Rural	Networks,	and	stakeholders	will	continue
to	receive	EU	rural	networking	support	from	the	ENRD	over	the	coming
months,	during	the	transition	towards	the	launch	of	the	EU	CAP	Network
in	2022.
	
This	summer,	the	European	Commission	signed	new	contracts	with	external	service
providers	to	help	deliver	EU-level	networking	activities.	This	ongoing	networking
assistance	will	provide	support	to	the	extended	Rural	Development	Programmes
which	now	cover	2014-2022	and	support	Member	States	with	the	development	of
CAP	Strategic	Plans	covering	both	Pillars.	
	
Networking	support	is	also	being	arranged	to	help	progress	preparations	for	the	new
national	CAP	networks.	

Publications

EU	Rural	Review	32:
Long-Term	Vision	for
Rural	Areas
This	recent	edition	of	the	EU	Rural
Review	contains	an	interesting	mix
of	articles	and	perspectives	looking
at	the	future	resilience	of	rural
areas	in	digital,	environmental	and
social	terms.	

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/evaluation/knowledge-bank
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/enrd_publications/publi-enrd-rr-32_ltvra.pdf


	
The	content	builds	on	the	outcomes	of
the	ENRD	work	on	the	Long	Term	Rural
Vision	and	of	Rural	Vision	Week.	Authors
highlight	that,	to	deal	with	all	the	issues
relevant	to	our	rural	areas,	the	Vision
has	to	go	beyond	agriculture,	or
demography	or	any	individual	policy.
Content	summarises	the	process
towards	the	EU	Long-Term	Vision	for
Rural	Areas,	highlighting	the	role	of
digitalisation	and	green	approaches	to
improving	the	main	elements	of	a	long-
term	vision	for	stronger,	connected,
resilient	and	prosperous	rural
futures.

EU	Rural	Review	30	and
Rural	Connections	now
available	in	6	languages
Download	the	latest	EU	Rural	Review
which	looks	at	the	future	of	rural	areas
in	digital,	environmental	and	social	terms,
as	well	as	in	terms	of	resilience.
	
This	edition	of	Rural
Connections	highlights	the	Rural	Vision
Week,	a	five-day	interactive	online
conference	focused	on	involving
stakeholders	with	preparations	for	a
long-term	vision	for	the	future	of	EU
rural	areas.

4th	Meeting	of	the	ENRD
Thematic	Group	on
European	Green	Deal	and
rural	areas
The	Highlights	report	of	the	4th	Meeting
of	the	ENRD	Thematic	Group	on
European	Green	Deal	and	rural	areas

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-thematic-work/long-term-rural-vision_en
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/rural2040-vision-week_en
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/publications/search_en?f%5B0%5D=im_field_enrd_publication_type%3A20482
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/publications/search_en?f%5B0%5D=im_field_enrd_publication_type%3A20483
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/rural2040-vision-week_en
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/4th-meeting-thematic-group-european-green-deal-and-rural-areas_en


focuses	on	local	and	territorial
environment	and	climate	approaches	to
promoting	the	green	transition.	
	
This	report	explains	the	benefits	of
generating	collective	action	and	local
ownership	in	terms	of	providing	an
effective	way	to	promote	the	uptake	of
environmental	schemes	among	rural
actors.	Cooperation	and	exchanges
between	different	stakeholders,	the
availability	of	expertise	and	advice,	and
sufficient	economic	incentives	for
farmers	were	recurring	success	factors
in	the	cases	presented.	

20th	National	Rural	Network
(NRN)	Meeting:	Highlights
report
The	aim	of	this	meeting	held	in	June	2021
was	to	cover	recent	actions	in	the
consultation	process	on	the	Long-Term
Vision	for	Rural	Areas,	reflecting	on	NRN
activities	during	Rural	Vision	Week,	and
the	role	of	NRNs	in	supporting
communication	and	stakeholder
involvement	around	the	Rural	Vision.	
	
Participants	were	updated	about
the	Conference	on	the	Future	of	Europe
and	their	own	potential	involvement.
Recent	rural	networking	activities	and
the	ongoing	development	of	national
CAP	networks	were	discussed.	The
event	also	provided	the	opportunity	to
reflect	on	specific	activities	from
preceding	NRN	meetings	and	workshops
that	can	add	value	to	future	networking.
	
See	the	Highlights	meeting	report	here.

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/04_nrn20_cofe_beremlynskyi.pdf
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/enrd_publications/nrn20_report.pdf


Lessons	for	CAP	Evaluation
Plans
This	report	from	the	European
Evaluation	Helpdesk	for	Rural
Development	summarises	the	main
outcomes	of	the	Good	Practice
Workshop,	‘A	journey	through
evaluation	plans:	Learning	from	past
experiences	for	the	future	CAP’.		
	
It	reviews	the	design	and	implementation
of	Evaluation	Plans	in	order	to	identify
what	worked	well	and	what	could	be
avoided.	Content	also	discusses	specific
elements	of	the	Evaluation	Plans	in
relation	to	the	process,	governance,
content,	management,	and
communication.	
	
Best	practices	are	highlighted	to	help
further	promote	evaluation	culture	and
for	better	design	and	implementation	of
the	CAP’s	Evaluation	Plans.

Audit	viewpoints	on	CAP	and
sustainable	water	practices
The	European	Court	of	Auditors	(ECA)
has	published	a	special	report	this
month	on	sustainable	water	use	in
agriculture.
	
The	auditors	consider	how	the	CAP	can
promote	sustainable	water	use	practices
through	its	different	funding
mechanisms	including	direct	payments,
rural	development	support,	and	market
measures.	ECA	findings	also	aim	to	help
Member	States	avoid	risks	of	financing
(directly	or	indirectly)	practices	that
stimulate	depletion	of	water	resources	in
water-stressed	areas.
	
See	the	new	ECA	special	report	on
sustainable	water	use	in	agriculture	for	a
complete	review	of	the	audit	and
responses	by	the	European
Commission.

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/evaluation/publications/journey-through-evaluation-plans-learning-past-experiences-future-cap_en
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=59355


Events

7	October	2021

Cultivating	Rural
Business	Success

	
Organiser:	

RUBIZMO	and	LIVERUR
HORIZON	projects

Find
out
more

11-14	October
2021

European	Week	of
Regions	and	Cities

	
Organiser:
The	European
Commission

Find
out
more

12	October	2021

Being	young	in	a
mountain	area	in	2021

	
Organiser:
Euromontana

Find
out
more

12	October	2021

Daily	mobility	and
quality	of	life	of

mountain	inhabitants
	

Organiser:	
Euromontana

Find
out
more

14-15	October
2021

2nd	Farm	to	Fork
Conference

	
Organiser:
The	European
Commission

Find
out
more

19	October	2021

16th	Rural	Networks
Steering	Group
Meeting

	
Organiser:
DG	AGRI

Find
out
more

20-21	October
2021

New	tools	for
monitoring	and

evaluation:	insights
from	the	Evaluation
Knowledge	Bank

	
Organiser:	

ENRD	European	Evaluation
Helpdesk	for	Rural
Development	

24	October	2021

International	trade
show	for	organic

products
	

Organiser:
Natexpo

Find
out
more

25-29	October	2021

EU	Sustainable	Energy
Week

	
Organiser:
The	European
Commission

Find
out
more

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8GXuQtpURruykxjfgpS4lA
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/newsroom/news/2020/12/12-10-2020-euregionsweek-2021-have-your-say
https://www.euromontana.org/en/events/being-young-in-a-mountain-area-in-2021/
https://www.euromontana.org/en/events/daily-mobility-how-to-improve-the-quality-of-life-of-mountain-inhabitants/
https://ec.europa.eu/food/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy/farm-fork-conference_en
https://www.euromontana.org/en/events/being-young-in-a-mountain-area-in-2021/
https://natexpo.com/en/
https://eusew.eu/


Find
out
more

26	October	2021

Measures	for	the	food
industry	to	go	carbon-

neutral
	

Organiser:	
EURACTIV

Find
out
more

30	November	-	3
December	2021

LEADER	30	years
celebration	and
conference

	
Organiser:

ELARD	and	Swedish	Rural
Network

Find
out
more

7	December	2021

8th	meeting	of	the	EU
Rural	Networks
Assembly

	
Organiser:
DG	AGRI

Find
out
more

9-10	December
2021

Agricultural	Outlook
Conference

	
Organiser:
DG	AGRI

Find
out
more

10-14	April	2022

European	farming
systems	conference

	
Organiser:

The	Mediterranean
Institute	for	Agriculture,

Environment	and
Development	(MED)

Find
out
more
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Rue	de	la	Loi,	38	(Bte	4)	

B-1040	Bruxelles	
info@enrd.eu	
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