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s Setting the Scene

e Agriculture is the main land user in the
European Union, accounting for more
than 47% of the total land area.

e Agriculture and food related industries
and services provide over 44 million
jobs in the EU, and regular farming
work for over 20 million people within
the agricultural sector.

Image credit: Dr Shane Conway
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s Setting the Scene

* Interest in land mobility (i.e. transfer of land from
one farmer to another, or from one generation to
the next) and its impact on the farming economy
has grown considerably amid concerns about the
ageing European farming population.

* In 2017, the European Commission estimated that
only 5.6% of all European farms were run by
farmers under the age of 35, while over 31% of
all farmers in the European Union were older
than 65 years of age.

Image credit: Leo Morrisse
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Age Structure of European Farming
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Agriculture statistics - family farming in the EU Statistics Explained
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/pdfscache/38078.pdf
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o ‘Greying’ of the Farming Community

Rural Development

 Close to one-third of all farmers are above
the normal retirement age of 65.

* The overall ratio of young (below 35 years) to
elderly (over 55 years) farmers came to 0.11 in
2013, meaning that for every young farmer,
there were 9 elderly farmers.

* These figures raise concerns about the future
competitiveness of European agriculture and
guaranteed food production in the coming
decades.

— /

European Commission, 2015, EU farms and farmers in 2013: an update:
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/rural-area-economics/briefs/pdf/009_en.pdf Image credit:
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e e ‘Greying’ of the Farming Community

Average age of farmers, FADN 2013
0 5q Farm Accountancy Data Network (FADN)

EU average: 51 years
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‘This ‘greying’ of the farming community is a pressing matter in contemporary Europe

Funded by the Commission

url: https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sites/agriculture/files/rural-area-economics/briefs/pdf/015_en.pdf
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Generational Renewal in Agriculture

* Thisis a pressing matter in contemporary
Europe, due to the fact that generational
renewal in agriculture is viewed as crucial
for survival, continuity and future
prosperity of the European farming
industry and the broader sustainability of
rural communities.

* An age-diverse farming population
Is iImperative.
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A Next Generation of Farmers

Rural Development
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It is also about empowering a new generation = =

of highly qualified young farmers to bring the

Generational renewal goes beyond a
reduction in the average age of farmers. [

Generation Renewal through

full benefits of technology in order to support ‘ Rural Development

CEJA Young Fafmers

4

sustainable farming practices in Europe.

The modern farm is a dynamic workplace,
often using innovative technology such as
milking robots or irrigation via mobile phones.

m European
Funded by the Commission




7 Next Generation of Farmers

European Network for
Rural Development

Renewed interest in pursuing farming as a career.

Younger farmers looking for more independence
and responsibility (Ingram and Kirwan, 2011).

Upsurge in demand for education wd

training in agriculture
o
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Land Access Issues for Prospective Farmers

Rural Development

* Gaining access to land is widely reported to be
the single largest barrier facing young people
attempting to enter the agricultural sector in
Europe.

* Barriers range from the older generation’s
reluctance to step aside, land concentration
and the low supply of land for sale or rent in
many regions, combined with the prevailing
high price of available land.

— /
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TE e Land Mobility in Ireland

Rural Development

A report on ‘Land Mobility and Succession in Ireland’ B
claims the lack of land mobility currently experienced is
stifling agricultural growth and development by

preventing young ‘enthusiastic’ farmers gaining access
to productive assets (Bogue, 2013).
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el The European Land Mobility Conundrum

 The European Commission regards land policy as a competency of
each Member State of the EU on a national level, i.e. each country is
solely responsible for their own land sales and rental markets.

* This can be explained partly by the
differing land use patterns which have
emerged from the history, the preva
physical conditions (such as size,
climatic, geographic and demographic
circumstances) and the economic
incentives available for particular types
of activity.
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ot Land Mobility in the European Union
* Policies and regulations relating to land differ considerably ! >

across EU Member States.

* There is also a scarcity of literature and academic discussion
on access to land in a European context (Franklin and Morgan,
2014).

* Access to land/land mobility is given homogenous importance
throughout Europe however.

* Examples of various policy initiatives and farmers’ projects that
are successfully addressing challenges in generational renewal
and farming in various EU Member States will now be presented.

——

Franklin, A., & Morgan, S. (2014) Exploring the new rural-urban interface: community food practice, land access and farmer entrepreneurialism. Image credit: Dr Shane Conway




B et Case Study - The Irish Land Mobility Service

Image credit: Paul Murtagh
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Case Study - The Irish Land Mobility Service

Rural Development

* Collaborative farming arrangements such as farm
partnership, share farming and contract rearing
have actively been promoted within Irish policy
discourses as ideal stepping stones to help
overcome obstacles to land access.

* This led to the establishment of the Irish Land
Mobility Service in 2013 by Macra na Feirme, a
national voluntary rural youth organisation, with
the financial backing of FBD Trust and industry
wide support.

Macra na Feirme

m European
Funded by the Commission
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QUL B e Case Study - The Irish Land Mobility Service
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9 —Workiny towards a shared future

Annual Report 2017

Service Update

Minister for Agriculture Michael Creed has just launched a report o
on the activity of The Land Mobility Service. The Land Mobility !':'
Service Annual Report is available here

M .bility
Working Towards
# Shared Future

The pilot programme, which is now complete, has demonstrated
the benefits and need for such a service. The service is making a real difference helping
farmers, farm families, new entrants and land owners in a confidential and expert manner.

282 Arrangements have been facilitated involving some 25,000 Acres. There is a now
greater understanding of collaborative farming and its benefits.

\
Website: http://landmobility.ie/

n European
Funded by the Commission



http://landmobility.ie/
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S cpns v o Case Study - The Irish Land Mobility Service

Rural Development
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* The Irish Land Mobility Service links
landowners and farmers, old and
young, interested in collaborating and
developing sustainable viable farm
enterprises.

* Since its inception this service has
successfully been involved in excess
of 400 arrangements covering more
than 35,000 acres (14,164 hectares).

Image credit: Dr Shane Conway
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An FBD Trust
funded initiative

Masraa Ferms

Irish Land Mobility Service Publications

Thinking about...

H Expansion

B Changing Enterprise
u SteppingBack

The Land Mobility Service, based in

M::bility
the Farm Centre, is there to help

Worki 1 }:4 Towards farmers and farm families.
ice will
a Shared FUture 1. Provide Information

2, Outline and Explore Options
N\OB L} 7.1 . 3. Act as an ‘Honest Broker*
d‘*, y - 4. Provide a confidential service
‘%} b i o~y : 3 facilitating land mobility
|2 : a . 5. Work with farmers existing
a 'hbds Ll . % <
| professionals / advisors

%" The service will put potential

™ - collaborators in contact with
. 2
each other (matching up)

086 2541425

FBD End of Pilot Programme info@landmobility.ie
Report 2014-2016 ‘

www.landmobility.ie

The service is headed up Austin Finn a B. Ag. and Chartered Accountant, who also farms part time in
(ilkenny. Austin has the financial and farming expertise to assist people in planning for their futures. Austin
sees his role in ensuring that the best options and advice are provided to all parties, and to ensure that
their wishes are fully respected, in particular the rights of the land owner. All contact is confidential and
without commitment, so regardless of circumstances if yvou wish to find out more just call 086 254142

C
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Irish Land Mobility Service in the Media

betterfuture2farmersjournal.ie
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Next week

Paidi Kelly reports from a visit
to a dairy farmer who plans
to expand his dairy business

by collaborating with a share
milker in the future
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A Mapping Land Mobility Initiatives

European Network for

Rural Development and Schemes Throughout the EU

Although a national Land Mobility
Service similar to Ireland has not
been explicitly established elsewhere
in the EU to date, there are several
analogous ‘match-making’
initiatives in existence which aim to
increase the availability of land for
young farmers and new entrants.
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PERSPEKTIVE
LANDWIRTSCHAFT

AUSTRIA - Perspektive Landwirtschaft

(Perspective Agriculture) —

HOFBORSE FOR FARM SEEKERS FOR FARM HANDLERS EVENTS ABOUT US LOGIN DONATE Q

WELCOME

What's next with the farm ...

if there is no farm succession within the family?
if my life's work should be continued and handed over?

if there is still room for new people and ideas?

Hof-

nachfolge
gesucht

\

“ European
Funded by the Commission

Website: https://www.perspektive-landwirtschaft.at/
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FRANCE - Répertoire Départ

Installation (RDI)

Find an offer

Select your search zones and criteria S

[ Any type of instalation

IAny method of transfer

[Any kind of activity

IAﬂysubtypeofaaivity

Fuﬂaoe min (en Ha) l

1Surfaoe max {en Ha) 1

Biological expioitation () Yes () No

| Any type of housing buyer v

IAI sa'a prices

\ mm}. lmn‘m mn i

i LALE

Web5|te https //www. repert0|re|nstallat|on com/rela| php?onglet=recherche
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2 e GERMANY - Hof sucht Bauer f—

IGIVEUP I'M LOOKING FOR HOFBORSE ABOUT US Advertisement [SCRUITIAGITL
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%\ More on this S~

7 ﬂgiye up my farm o I'm looking for a farm @ The Hofbiirse

— o
Website: https://www.hofsuchtbauer.de/
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- ITALY - Banca delle Terre Agricole f|

Rural Development

— |
) e X MR CAL
[ 488 LANDSFORSALE
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Welcome to the National BanR of Agricultural Lands
finding a land is as easy as a click! /SINEeA

Consult all the information on the land and present the manifestation of interest for those on sale.

\ Funded by the m Ezmﬁ?: ion
Website: http://www.ismea.it/flex/FixedPages/IT/BancaDelleTerreAgricole.php/L/IT



ez NETHERLANDS - Boer zoekt Boer

European Network for

Rural Development
| Bevel (Farmer seeks Farmer) —

FARMER IS LOOKING FOR FARMERLOGIN @ Ff W

NAJK ABOUT NAJK FOR BUSINESS SUCCESSORS FOR YOUR AJK FOR YOU INTERNATIONAL NEWS CONTACT Q

Fa) . "._, EL‘ .l‘--:: F '.'*E ] _;‘ 1
Boer Is looKing Tor Boer

MAJK sees many agricultural companies end because there is no successor. At the same time, there are many young
people who really want to become farmers, or like to work with a company and want to enter into a partnership or even
want to take over the company. Via Boer zoekt Boer has NAJK, together with the agricultural business Countus
accountants + advisers , Flynth advisers and accountants, Lianne Veenstra Agrocoaching and Rabobank, joined hands to
provide good guidance in the event of outside business takeover. For this initiative, a program has been developed for

interested farmers without business successors and for potential business successors without a company. Within this
program, both parties are provided with knowledge and information and can be asked for support at various steps in the
outside-family business takeover.

REGISTER

Information meetings

In recent times, information meetings organized by Boer zoekt Boer have been organized. Would you like to receive an e-

mail when new meetings are organized? Send an email to NAJK with your name, or your successor or transferor and your
place of residence to Liesbeth Schuurman .

\
Website: https://www.najk.nl/voor-bedrijfsopvolgers/boer-zoekt-boer/

n European
Funded by the Commission
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NETHERLANDS - Landgilde

Supply & demand

Demand & Supply > Enfrepreneurs and follow-up Volunteers

Entrepreneurs and follow-up
offered

Info and Login

M. Wiersema
offers itself. read more

Ehtrepreneurs and succession

-
Starland
Zorgboerderij Sterrenland is looking for an entrepreneur for organic gardening on 1 April 2019 or earlier Read more
.

~

-~
Smallholding in Ireland
for sale: smallholding in Ireland Read more
.

-
Farm Field and Beek

Boerderij Veld en Beek is looking for a co-entrepreneur REACTION BEFORE 1 APRIL 2019 Read more

%

——

Funded by the “

Website: https://www.landgilde.nl/home/
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Commission
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Rural Development

Image credit: Dr Shane Convf?ay
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i European Access to Land Network

Rural Development

The European Access to Land network brings together various civic
organisations — mostly community and/or farmer-led initiatives - from
across Europe to share experiences and practical ways of assisting farmers in
accessing land and also to promote the significance of land mobility for
agroecological transition and generational renewal.

an

WHOWE ARE  ISSUES COUNTRIES ~POLICY ~RESOURCES ~NEWS

Supporting a new generation

European farmers are a greying population. More than half of
European farmers will retire within 10 years, while only 7% are under

35. Many senior farmers have no successors in their family, and have  * 2"
no identified successor outside of it.

. < . The question of who is going to be the next generation of European
farmers is a very pressing one. Who will grow our food? Who will

sustain rural economies and communities? Who will maintain open S.Ubsc”be to our mailing
list
landscapes for everybody to enjoy?

*oo
There is also a major challenge in ensuring both the continuity and the indicates required
Email Address
\

necessary evolutions between the generations of farmers. How to

avoid losing preciously developed soil quality and know-how held by

\
https://www.accesstoland.eu/index.php

m European
Funded by the Commission




s European Access to Land Network

Interactive Database
The European Access to Land . SHEAY , )
network’s main objectives are | _ ~ AW SN
to identify key European ') 9
organisations, making them ) ‘Q ML ©¢ /
more broadly known, b © 1€ Q) @ 4*(3 @) e
connecting them and el | , Q N Co)y
facilitating their access to tools | ... v : _ '\'/ A £ /
and resources. wo—— ; y” i ’
Enter key words - It )
They have created a directory s 3 i
of key organisations working exNtoa
on access to land for i ot g

agroecological farmers in
Europe on their website.

— : e
https://www.accesstoland.eu/-Directory-
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Europe is losing its farmland

Farmland

represents 4
0 =,
40%
of total Y o
European Union (EU) ~— '~
land /f'.: ::'

1M%

“ of its farmland,

Infograophics by Access To Land — www.accesstoland.eu — Morch 2017 — Creative Commons

R

from 1993 to 2013

Source — Eurostot, Datobose ond Farm Structure Survey

Loss of farmland,
means the loss of

food production, jobs,

communities, culture and
essential ecosystem
services

area of
Romania

Grophic design — Comille Lucas



T The Human Side of Land Mobility

Rural Development
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—z The Language of Farming

* Ultimately the older
generation of farmers are
often the ones who decide
whether land mobility
occurs or not.

* Most sophisticated of land mobility
schemes are of little avail if policy
makers are not adequately prepared
and competent to ‘understand the
language of farming’ (Burton, 2004)
and how hard it is for them to let go
(Conway et al., 2018).
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. ayt— Emerging Narrative

Rural Development

‘In truth, many farmers don’t want
to retire fully, and | understand and
respect that wish. What we need
are arrangements that work for
both the older farmer and the new
generation’.

Minister for Agriculture, Food and Marine,
Michael Creed TD speaking at the launch of
Macra na Feirme’s Land Mobility Service pilot
programme in April, 2017.

m European
Funded by the Commission
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T Emerging Narrative

Rural Development

‘Move away from focusing aid on
retirement grounds to farmers
exiting agriculture with a shift in
concentration aimed at farm
succession. Succession of farms from
the older to younger generation
should become a positive process’
(Macra na Feirme, 2017, p.29).

Common Agricultural Policy 2020: =
Young Farmer Roadmap for ‘ ,d"“’
Generational Renewal

Macra na Feirme Policy Paper Macra na Fei

\ m European
Funded by the Commission
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LAND MOBILITY IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

Speaker, Dr Shane Conway (NUI Galway/Irish National Rural Network)

Thank you for your attention

ENRD Contact Point

Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat, 38 (bte 4)
1040 Bruxelles/Brussel
BELGIQUE/BELGIE

Tel. +32 2 801 38 00
info@enrd.eu www.enrd.ec.europa.eu

m European
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http://www.enrd.ec.europa.eu/

