
SOCIAL INCLUSION THROUGH ART PROJECTS

in the rural area of Fursund 2013 -2017



Participatory, bottom up art projects

initiated by the citizens of the villages in Fursund

Visual artists:

Birgitte Kristensen & Lene Noer

Art Project Selde /Grasslands



• turn around the negative development

and draw positive attention to the village

• Identify and attune ideas and expectations for 
the result of the project

• establish mutual respect by aknowledging the 
integrity of  the citizens and holding on to our
own

 Get as many people on board as possible and 
involve them , make them engaged
stakeholders

Mission as described by the citizens:

Challenges:



Where?





What did we do ?
We bought a condemned house



Tore it down



and rebuild the foundation by local brick layers



RESULT: 

Skivevej 13 – a platform for the future
By Birgitte Kristensen



Publicity in a 

National 

newspaper, 

among many

other medias

Mission 

accomplished:

Selde became

World famous



2014
UTOPIA by Marianne Jørgensen



• To use art as a turning point in village survival, 

making them more lively and attractive

• To improve life quality for the citizens, enhance

inclusion and diversity of ethnicity

• To debate the life conditions in rural areas

• To question the Danish Plan Law

• To make great artworks!

Our goals



No Thanks!

One of the conditions, the citizens have added

to our contract, is that they have veto-right,

they can reject any work of art, 

if they cannot accept it



Quote Kjeld Rasmussen:

Don’t give us what we want, give us something

we would never have thought of !

BUT:



Methods and experiences

- How it works



Thorough Research



• Formal and informal meetings with the local
societies and citizens several times a month

Project ingredients, based on experience



WE try to create a relaxed and
Playful Atmosphere in ordrer to
Lure people out of their comfort
Zones and thus be more inventive



• Workshops with local citizens, developing and 
mapping ideas

Project ingredients, based on experience







Individual Interviews



• Arranging events locally to enhance co-creation
and co-operation

Project ingredients, based on experience



like Swan song for an abandoned house



”wake”



A flower bed designed by a young Icelander , inspired by local embroidery patterns



The ”  grumpiest” farmer in Selde (in the local opinion)
Paints a hedge pole on his field as part of a project creating a 
Line in the landscape. He immidiately condoned the project when asked..



Valpurgis feast





Acrobats from the local Cirkus Factory– performed by young people from the area



Bonfires on the 11 stone age  burial mounds – like they did in the old days



• Lots of coffee and cake visits

Project ingredients, based on experience





• Communication ! through all possible medias, 
bulletin boards in the shops, and personal
delivery when necessary

Project ingredients, based on experience





Snail mail invitation



• Mark every milestone with a 
feast

Project ingredients, based on experience



Inauguration by Skive’s Mayor June 2013 



Residents of Selde take the platform in use



Celebration in the main street



Method conclusion:

• Long term processes: Come as often as possible – at least 2 
times every month

• Egality : make people own the project 50/50.

• Be an intern: Visit people in their homes, listen to their stories
– be curious and attentive : learn.

• Personal contact: Don’t rely on digital communication – make
hand outs and invitations and distribute them via snail mail

• Take part = working time: Attend in local activities and events

• Appoint ”mentors”, who know who is who and where to get
things, and make them work closely with one artist

• Identify local skills and experiences

• Acknowlegde skills :Ask for favours – and remember to also
give them

• GRAB REALITY and BUILd TRUST = Accountability



And very very importantly:

• Remember to bestow people who engage in the 
projects with lots of praise and recognition !

• The artists should not forget who is at the 
bottom of this project >>artist celebrates the 
participants

• Participants take steps in their personal life they
never had expected (sing in front of an audience
etc).

• Artists and Citizens need each other in the 
process





Quote Hans Jørgen: 

It is not so much the art,

it’s being together with the artists, that

changes ones

perspectives



Why does art work as an inclusion tool ?

• Though none of this was originally planned 
for, or part of our assignment, looking back we 
see to our surprise that the inclusive effect 
has been perhaps the most important impact 
of the projects

• Because of our role as outsiders and non-
judgmental practitioners we became catalysts 
for deconstructing ingrown conflicts, and 
reconstructing social coherence.”



- We came with an open mind and respect 
for  the local citizens, and 
- we were very humble towards the trust 

they had in us.
- We came with questions: we had nothing 

to sell. Only to offer our skills. 
- We tell the stories of people who are not 

heard or seen. 



Most of what we do is tangible and down to 
earth.
We have a strong focus on the imminent task
And inspire people to work in a flow 

We are grateful for every helping hand and 
not so occupied with social status.

We depend on team-work , a diversity of 
skills and know-how, whoever possesses it. 



We are curious

about the locality, 
about the mindsets of the people living 
there and 
their stories, 

for the old people it is a welcome chance 
to tell them.



Every society, however small, benefits from 
being looked upon with fresh eyes– it’s like 
when you have new guests in your home, you 
suddenly notice things that you have grown so 
accustomed to, that you no longer notice them 
– sometimes that is a little discomforting….it 
can result in some cleaning up



Long term Impact ?

The population is now increasing because the 
village has become visible to the world, even
famous

Citizens who haven’t spoken to each other for 
decades have become best friends

A lot of new activities are coming to life

People in the villages are really proud of
What they have accomplished



Thank you for your attention

Hope to see you in Ostergaard medieval castle –
location for Fursund Rural Forum 1 – 3 september 
2017


