
Empowering advisory services and knowledge 

transfer 
by good policy design and governance of AKIS:

1.To support innovation processes in agriculture, policy measures should 

take into account the diversity of AKIS and ensure that measures target the 

appropriate level (national/ regional)

2. The AKIS concept should be promoted for national and regional-level use 

as a diagnostic tool for public actors and policy makers.  Utilising the AKIS 

concept will enable them to identify strengths and weaknesses of national 

and regional AKIS, and associated communication / interaction gaps

3. Institutionalised research structures continue to emphasize academic 

outputs; policy should encourage research practice which values knowledge 

exchange and end user orientation: EIP Agri in RD and Horizon 2020



by support for specific actors (advisors, farmers, networks)

4. Long-term support is required to maintain advisory services that provide 

public goods where there is no other funding mechanism. Minimum advisory 

service infrastructure or public support of private advisory services is needed

5. Support training/education and the smart development of certification 

schemes for quality of advisory services: EUFRAS offers CECRA

6. Policy makers should support the small-scale farmers by designing medium 

term approaches for small-scale farm development

7. Rural multi-actor networks are complementary to classical advisory 

services, increasing interactions within a regional AKIS

8. Providing financial support for rural multi-actor networks merits specific 

attention from an institutional perspective



IE, TEAGASC - The Irish 

Agriculture and Food 

Development Authority

HU, West Hungarian 

University, Mosonmagyaróvár

AZ, Agro Information Centre of 

Azerbaijan 

HU, Szent István University, 

Centre of Advisory and 

Training, Gödöllö

LV, Latvian Rural Advisory and 

Training Centre

BG, National Agricultural 

Advisory Service (NAAS)

HU, MedSoftOrg Ltd. HR, Agricultural Advisory 

Service (Savjetodavna služba)

(UA, NGO "NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF 

AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY 

SERVICES OF UKRAINE“)

DK, SEGES GE, Association for Farmers 

Rights Defense (AFRD) in 

Georgia

FI, Association of ProAgria 

Centres

(AM, Center of Agribusiness 

and Rural Development 

(CARD) Foundation)

CH, AGRIDEA Switzerland IE, Agricultural Consultants 

Association of Ireland

MD, National Federation of 

Agricultural Producers from 

Moldova AGROinform

DE, EkoConnect – Organic 

Agriculture of Central and 

Eastern Europe e. V.

DE, VLK, German Association 

of Chambers of Agriculture

ES, Escuela Politecnica

Superior (Universidad de 

Santiago de Compostela)

EU, International Academy of 

rural Advisors (IALB)

LT, Lithuanian Agricultural 

Advisory Service

FR, APCA: Permanent 

Assembly of French 

Chambers of Agriculture

PL, Agricultural Advisory 

Center in Brwinow

SI, Chamber of Agriculture and 

Forestry of Slovenia

DE, Bavarian State Advisory 

Service for farmers

DE, FiBL Projekte GmbH AT, Vienna, University College 

for Agrarian and 

Environmental Pedagogy
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