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Introduction

 Researcher LEI-WUR

Short Food  Supply Chains

 Co-founder Edible Rotterdam

 Thinktank Urban Agriculture

Rotterdam

 Member Rotterdam Food Council

 Principal Investigator Food AMS

 Member Rural Network Assembly EU



Adverse city – countryside relations



Adverse city-countryside  relations

 Cities expand, farmers get bought up 

 Distance between urban dweller and farmer

 Citizens demands but consumer doesnt want to pay



Allegory of good government city and countryside



Symbiotic city-countryside relations

 Smart growth / new urbanism

 Positive identification

 Urban dweller co-producer of food system



Food prices spiking



Interdependence between city and countryside

 Metropolitan regions compete globally 

 Liveability => City-region food systems 

 Good food for the rich (exclusive)

 Food as bridge between rich and poor (inclusive)

 Right to food as poverty strategy



City and countryside

Tutto per Qualitá Rome School meal system

‘’We are nine meals away 

from disaster’’



City and countryside



Cities with a food strategy

3. ‘’Food is a basic human right..’’



Smart Growth

‘’Aggressive reservation of all viable farmland’’ , Larry Beasley 2009



Beleving

Volgens de FAO kunnen 

kleinschalige 

stadstuinen 700 miljoen 

mensen voeden 



Leefbaarheid

Volgens de FAO kunnen 

kleinschalige 

stadstuinen 700 miljoen 

mensen voeden 

‘’Maar er lopen koeien in 

deze gebieden in Nederland’’

Needs 

Actual use and evaluation 
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Stadslandbouw in Rotterdam: productieslag tijdens WOII

’The only green that I can think of 

for a city like Rotterdam is a can of 

green paint to colour the concrete.’’



Policy development

 2008 Green Year Rdam rethinking green spaces in and around city

 2009 Think Tank Urban Agriculture

 2011 Agenda for Sustainable Rotterdam

 2012 Policy Document Food & the City 

 2013 Trade missions

 2013 Regional Food Council

 2014 Food Cluster 

 2015 Representation at World Expo Milano



Trade Missions



Policy development

 2008 Green Year Rdam rethinking green spaces in and around city

 2009 Think Tank Urban Agriculture

 2011 Agenda for Sustainable Rotterdam

 2012 Policy Document Food & the City 

 2013 Trade missions

 2013 Regional Food Council

 2014 Food Cluster 

 2015 Representation at World Expo Milano





Agricultural policy versus food policy

 Focus on production and on rural areas

 Focus on consumption and on urban areas
• What can cities do for us?

• What can we do for cities? 

 Obesitas volume -> quality

 Access to food for lower incomes add value/add costs

 Healthy eating patterns less meat more vegs

 Food waste ultra fresh/no waste



Agricultural policy versus food policy

 Integrative approach (inputs, production, 

processing, consumption and waste)

 Silos of specialisation

 Focus on consumption and on urban areas
• What can cities do for me?

• What can we do for cities? 

 Obesitas

 Access to food for lower incomes

 Healthy eating patterns

 Food waste 



Agricultural policy versus food policy

Integrative approach (inputs, 

production, processing, 

consumption)

Silos of specialisation

Multi levelHierarchical



Pop up restaurants met buurt moestuinen 





Closing urban loops
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Cities as hubs for people transport: Tourism




