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Overview

⚫Systemic problems require holistic action  

⚫Limited research on community initiatives 

shows substantial emissions reductions

⚫Why is ongoing monitoring so rare?

⚫The problems with top-down monitoring

⚫Need for collaborative approaches (e.g. SDG 

Local Platform)



Climate Change: Holistic Views



Key studies show significant impacts

Recorded carbon footprints of 

ecovillage residents average 35% 

lower than national baselines
(Daly,, 2017. Local Environment 22, 1358–1377)

Potential EU-wide reductions of 73%
http://www.tess-transition.eu/

Significant collateral benefits: social, 

environmental, economic
(https://www.transitionstreets.org.uk/; Mulder et 

al 2006. Ecological Economics 59: 13–23)

http://www.tess-transition.eu/
https://www.transitionstreets.org.uk/


Ongoing (self)-monitoring is very rare

www.lammas.org.uk

www.ecologicalland.coop

Photo from: http://stephenspermaculture.co.uk/uncategorized/lammas/



Carbon Number Capture

Scottish Climate Challenge Fund: tensions between aims 

and working methods of participating community initiatives 

and funder’s need for quantitative measurements of 

emissions reductions achieved.



Collaborative Monitoring

Platform for collaborative mapping of initiatives and monitoring of progress 

towards Sustainable Development Goals: https://odslocal.org/ 



Supporting community initiatives to initiate and sustain ongoing 

monitoring efforts

Making activities of community initiatives visible and intelligible to 

municipalities and other local/regional stakeholders

Integrating diverse perspectives on climate change through joint action

Reconciling tensions between pressure to meet climate targets and need 

for more fundamental change in the longer term 

Closing Points


