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Thematic Group on Smart Villages: 
Revitalising rural services 

through social and digital innovation



@ENRD_CP 
#SmartVillages



“Rural areas and communities which 

• build on their existing strengths and assets as well as new 
opportunities to develop added value 

• and where traditional and new networks are enhanced by 
means of digital communications technologies, 
innovations and the better use of knowledge for the 
benefit of inhabitants”. 

• Digital and social. People at centre
• Rural areas – not just villages
• Economy and quality of life (services)

EU Action for
Smart Villages



2 TG Meetings 

2 Meeting highlights 4 Case Studies + 2 briefs



Broadband Fibre in Östra Bräcke 

An on-demand rural bus 
service in rural Wales

easy-to-access mobile medical service

Socially Responsible Wine 
Tourism

Geoparks bringing 
together local 
business through 
“quality pacts”

Local Computer Courses for 
young and old

Smart Village of the 
Future - Project 
Ruhtinansalmi

Innovative rural 
learning 
facilitiestackle youth 
depopulation

On-line Support for 
Promotion of Local 
Businesses

Quality of Life 
through 
Proximity

Compilation of projects - growing

39 examples so far– thank you!

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/projects-practice/broadband-fibre-ostra-bracke_en
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/projects-practice/demand-rural-bus-service-rural-wales_en
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/projects-practice/mallu-does-rounds_en
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_2221_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_10760_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_8100_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_4801_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_6820_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_2480_en.html
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/enrd-static/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_project_5760_en.html


Smart Villages 
Portal



Timeline

4th TG 
Meeting

Next steps

ENRD 
Seminar on 

Smart 
Villages

EU 
Parliament

Seminar 
Slovenia

OECD 
Conference. 
Enhancing 

Rural 
innovation

NRN 
Meeting 

Germany

20/03/2018 09/04/2018 13/04/2018 22/05/2018 
June 
2018

Rural Review
Projects Brochure
Video



10:00 – 10:15

10.15-10.30 

Welcome and the agenda

Introduction to designing ICT services – Steffen Hess

10:30 – 10:45

10.45 – 11.00

Basic Conditions for digitalizing rural services – Jan Droge

Lessons from Smart Cities for Smart Villages – Nathalie Dumarey

11:00 – 11:30 Networking Coffee break

11:30 – 11:15

11.15 -13.00

Digital innovation in rural services – Key steps. Clive Peckham + 
Emilija Stojmenova
Market Place

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch

14:00 – 15:15 Group Work: 1. Finding the right digital solutions 2. Digital Hubs 3. 
Identifying and developing skill sets

15:15 – 15:45 Coffee break

15.45 – 16:00 Walk around – feed back

16:00 – 16:30 Future actions. EU Parliament + Pilot Project

Agenda for the day



Market place

Round 1

Mobility

Social care + education

Energy

Round 2

Multiservice centres



Group work- drivers for digitizing 
rural services

Plenary Breakout room 
(4th Floor)

Group 1: Finding the right digital 
solutions - development or purchase 

of existing solutions

Group 2: Co-working centres, 
Digital Hubs and networks

Group 3: Identifying and developing 
skillsets



Seminar 21st May

Target public. Who to invite?

Main themes?

Speakers? Examples?



ENRD Contact Point
Tel: +32 2 801 38 00
email: info@enrd.eu

How to contact us

Website: https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/

mailto:Jan.Droge@broadbandeurope.eu
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/

