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A different, very specific type of agri-

environment contract

RBPS farmers are free to decide how to 

manage their land and livestock

Used in Europe for 20+ years

Now attracting interest from the European 

Parliament, the Commission and MS policy 

makers

⚠️ in this context not to be confused with:

performance-based approaches, outcome-based 

programming, payments for ecosystem services . . .

What is a result-based payment scheme?



well-designed
Comparison with / management-based schemes 

RBPS MBPS

✔ clearly defined objectives for specific 
environmental services from farmland

(✔)

✔ targeted effectively (at geographical zones, farm 
types, habitats, species)

(✔/✘)

✔ € for presence of measurable indicators ✘

✘ € (flat rate) for prescribed farm management ✔

✔ If EAFRD funded rules apply:
• CAP baseline for payment calculation
• €/hectare/annum under M10.1
• 5 year contracts (but can be longer)
• possibly combined with M4.4 (environmental  

investments)

✔



Large carnivores - Lynx (Lynx lynx) 
and Wolverine (Gulo gulo) 

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)

Burren farming for 
conservation 
programme ‘

Meadow birds
Species-rich grassland

Species rich grassland 
Species rich orchards 

Ergebnisorientierter Naturschutzplan
Nature Conservation plan

Species rich grassland  
Bird schemes:

Harrier nest protection 
in arable fields
Grassland birds

Orchards

Flowering meadows 
Pastoral management

Peak District farm 
conservation scheme

RAPCA fire prevention 
scheme 

Animal Genetic conservation
Most Member States offer some form 
of support for animal genetic 
conservation operating on a results-
based approach.

Examples can be seen in Italy, 
Germany, Ireland and Austria.



Farmer guidance in Rheinland-Pfalz, 
Germany



• Study of RBPS implementation 1990-2013, guidance for managing 
authorities web-based inventory of schemes, practice notes, videos, 
conference report(2014)

• €2 million for 3- or 4-year pilots in four MS, ending in 2018.    

• Mid-term conference March 2017

DG Environment/EP funded study and 
pilot schemes running from 2014 to 2018

vv



Defining specific, detailed objectives
for soil?
for water?
at what scale?
maintenance or improvement?

Selecting effective indicators
data and skills needed to decide if suitable 
indicators exist
how would farmers and paying agencies 
measure the indicators?
setting payments rates?

How will land managers’ respond?
benefits for the business
explaining (and listening)
‘hand holding’, feedback and evaluation

What information is needed to decide if 
RBPS are suitable for soil and water?



DG Environment website  http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/rbaps/index_en.htm

More information on RBPS

Inventory of RBPS schemes Policy and practice notes Videos from farms

Report and guidance

Pilot project websites
Ireland and Spain https://rbaps.eu

Romania http://www.fundatia-adept.org/?content=rbaps

UK (England) https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/results-
based-agri-environment-payment-scheme-rbaps-pilot-study-in-england 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/rbaps/index_en.htm

