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the climate challenge

https://www.eea.europa.eu/signals/signals-2015/articles/mitigating-climate-change


COP23 Bonn:

• More ambition needed

• Implementation rulebook by COP24 (Dec. 2018)

• Revised NDCs by 2020 

• Role of NSA comes into focus, including communities..

global progress

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjilebhuOjXAhVDMhoKHScSBrcQjRwIBw&url=https://www.carbonbrief.org/what-global-co2-emissions-2016-mean-climate-change&psig=AOvVaw0DyYbPx3vgkCkG05DWPDuO&ust=1512204441658321


Communities and/or corporations? 
“Community energy projects have eight times the benefit to the local economy compared to 

projects owned by power companies” (CAN-Europe).

Rural and/or urban? 

Political/strategic questions?

what kind of transition?

https://www.cep.org.uk/help-for-communities/powering-up-communities/
https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwir7-aP3OjXAhUGrRoKHUKbBKAQjRwIBw&url=http://blog.enbala.com/renewable-curtailment&psig=AOvVaw1R3ONjCN5YZJ_jKVyT7axz&ust=1512214436242654
http://matteroftrust.org/13663/15-ways-urban-farming-can-revitalize-a-neighborhood-and-help-farmers-too


community-led climate action

Gathering momentum

● 1200 transition town initiatives in 48 countries

● 15000 ecovillages on 6 continents

● 3 million permaculture practitioners in 140 countries

● 1,500 European REScoops, Slow Food communities, 

7000 CSA, feeding over a million citizens



Cloughjordan ecovillage:
50 families, live in low-energy homes, renewable energy, allotments for individual growing and research, a 27 Ha 
organic farm, an enterprise centre, a performance space, a hostel and numerous educational offerings. one of Europe’s 
leading ‘anticipatory experiences’ of the transition towards a low-carbon society.’

Cloughjordan ecovillage.. 

One of 10 best places to live in Ireland

http://www.luciolesriatransition.fr/lucioles_energies/presentation/


ECOLISE: 

38 member organisation, 20 EU countries

Supports growth/replication through awareness raising, 

mutual learning and exchange and advocacy 

links between actions..



European Day for Sustainable Communities

next…22 September 2018

http://www.ecolise.eu/?attachment_id=8551
http://www.ecolise.eu/?attachment_id=8553
http://www.ecolise.eu/?attachment_id=8539
http://www.ecolise.eu/?attachment_id=8552
http://www.ecolise.eu/?attachment_id=8549
http://www.ecolise.eu/?p=8435


European Day for Sustainable Communities

European Day 2017 around Europe



a policy vacuum

Emergent grassroots movements 

operating in a policy vacuum

• Heavy/over reliance on volunteers 

• Absence of accessible funding

• Legislative barriers

• Unlevel playing field

Need meeting of bottom-up/top-down

to design policy framework

Learn from initiatives in Scotland (CCF), Brussels (Sustainable 

Neighbourhoods initiative), etc…
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