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Q1: What is going on in different Member States?

ENRD Thematic Group 
‘Carbon Farming’

Some MS have much less 
sink potential than others 

and therefore current stocks 
or avoiding emissions rather 

than increasing removals

Slovenia: livestock sector very 
important, removal aspect is 

limited, there is support through 
eco-​schemes, N2K, but further 
support should be provided to 

reduce livestock per ha

Carbon Farming: a 
priority for the FR 

Presidency of the EU

FR: increasing production of 
legumes, providing support 

through eco-​schemes 
topping basic income 

support

FR: low carbon 
label adding value 

to production

FR:  supporting carbon 
removals by supporting 
permanent grasslands

single interventions in the CAP/CSP 
are not indicative about reduction 

of GHG emissions (increasing 
legumes production) the focus 

should be on the overall production 
system not the single practice



Q2: What are the opportunities or limitations to upscale carbon farming? 

Increase awareness about the 
benefits of carbon farming - 
applying CF on mineral soils 

resilience to climate shock and 
fertility will increase, restoring 

organic matter in soil

Define specific targets 
for carbon removals at 

the level of the CSP

Supporting 
innovation brokers 
acting in the territory

Funding for 
practical 

demonstrations

supporting pasture - 
including animal systems in 

the overall picture would 
increase the speed of 

regeneration significantly

'Trade off' / balance must be 
ensured between environmental 
climate objectives and economic 

ones: CAP must still support 
competitiveness of farmers and 

food security

Farmers are afraid of 
bureaucracy (if they 
make mistake they 
might lose money)

training opportunities 
and advisory services 
provided under the 

CAP / CSPs

Strengthen the role of 
farmers on the supply chain 

to help them steering the 
demand for more sustainable 

agri-​food products

carbon farming is a complex thing 
and takes time to be implemented 

correctly, changing farming 
practices/system takes time and 
support is needed to accompany 

the changes

farming is a very conservative 
activity, very capital intensive 

and low income, taking 
decisions to change things is 

not easy

limitations: timing! transition 
to CF must happen now but it 
takes time and cost money, a 

massive challenge for 
farmers

limitations in the CSP - 
conditionalities could 

have been more 
ambitious

Need to have a 
holistic approach 

to support the 
needs of farmers



Q3: What should be the priority for implementing CAP interventions to support this upscaling? 

second pillar interventions 
such as Agri-​entvronmental-​

climate  interventions 
including cooperation, are 

essential

Bigger focus on reducing 
pesticides/fertilizers and 

supporting farmers reducing 
their dependency on 

chemical inputs

support capacity building at 
all level, of authorities and 

farmers to correctly 
implement CF and correctly 

monitor it

improve quantitative 
targets, monitoring 

indicators and 
quantification of results

increase 
demonstration 

activities

Increase share of 
funding for eco-​

schemes

Education - for farmers, 
authorities, consumers and 
all community, to support 
farmers transitioning to CF 

practices

Costs associated with Carbon 
Farming need to be spread 

along the value chain and not 
solely left to farms (e.g. 
support from retailers)


