
need for social 
research on 

ruralities 
(resources & 

funding)

KEY SUCCESS FACTORS 
What key success factors of rural proofing have been mentioned so far?
Would you like to add some additional success factors that are specific 

to the context in your country/rural area?

Group 1

CHALLENGES
What key challenges of rural proofing have been mentioned so far?

Would you like to add some additional challenges that are specific to the 
context in your country/rural area?
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strong 
political 

will
important

RP takes time! 
allow for trial-​
and-​error, be 

patient

look at existing, 
successful 

methods (don't 
reinvent the 

wheel)

support local 
entrepreneurship

place-​based/ 
tailored 

approaches (at 
least at 

regional level)

training & human 
resources for 
policy-​making 

bodies

important

experts 
'from the 
ground'

participatory 
methodologies

important

high political 
commitment

broad 
interpretation 

across EU 
Member States - 
no 'one size fits 

all' approach

voluntary nature 
of rural proofing 

in many cases 
(not just 

legislative 
framework)

conflicting 
interests of 

different 
stakeholders 

(within rural areas 
& rural vs urban)

linkage to 
implementation, 

follow-​up & 
backcasting - 
participative 

processes

geo-​spatial data 
doesn't translate 

into 
understanding of 

rural realities

important

robust & adequate 
evaluation 

processes: beyond 
the check-​lists - to 

formulate 
recommendations

define 
responsibilities 

& roles

important

RECOMMENDATIONS
How to make the most out of success factors and overcome challenges 

to move forward in implementing rural proofing?

communication: 
clear-​cut, timely, 

widespread

important

focus on 
opportunities/ 

successes, not on 
the 'challenges' 
for rural areas

focus on the 'core 
concepts' of RP 
(as defined in 

Better Regulation) 
- avoid 

overburdening

put rural 
proofing higher 
on the (regional) 
political agenda

being backed-​up 
by other policy 
levels (not just 

agric/rural dev.)

multi-​level 
governance

political 
commitment 
& follow-​up

important

lack of 
knowledge 

and 
understanding

need for 
updated & 
objective 

data

moving from EU 
to local level: role 

of local policy-​
makers? EU to 

'put pressure' to 
foster RP?

'ruralities'

understand 
'what went 
wrong' and 

can be 
improved

lack of data at 
certain territorial 
levels (needed to 

adapt policies e.g. at 
province/regional 

scale)

important

looking at results 
of rural proofing - 
learn, use existing 
knowledge ('don't 
let it on a shelf')

improve territorial 
coordination: 

planning, 
evaluation, data 
collection (with a 
rural perspective)

emphasis on local 
communities, 

empowering them 
and considering 

their input

keep realistic 
expectations 
(incl. re- time, 
specificities)

important

acknowledge 
existing territorial 
impact assesment 

methodologies

a role for the 
Rural 

Observatory?

need for 
proper 

training for 
policy-​makers

important

policy-​makers 
should 'think 
rural' and 'act 

rural'
develop a 

proper 
evaluation 

methodology

territorial 
coordination

important

include new 
indicators, 
reflecting 

changing nature 
of rural-​urban 

links

EU-​level toolkit to 
overcome 

differences in 
interpretations 

across countries 
(and nationally!)

communication, 
raising 

awareness, 
creating interest

 comparative data 
at national and EU 

level (e.g. 
'champions' of 
rural proofing)

participate to EU 
Commission 'Have 

your say' platform & 
any consultation - 

share views, inputs 
(to inform policy)

look at existing 
material, tools, 
methodologies 

(e.g. ESPON)

important

foster 
participation of 

rural citizens 
(making their 
voice heard)

important


