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Days 1 & 2

Pre-Conference

• Rural Innovation to enhance prosperity and well-being

• Rural Innovation to build sustainable and resilient 
communities

• Getting rural innovation systems, policies and governance 
right





Ministerial Breakfast



High Level Plenary & Key Note Speaker



Day 2/3 – Main Conference

1. 10 Key Drivers of Rural Change & 
Ideas Factory

2. Creating jobs and economic 
opportunity through innovation

3. Rural Resilience: innovative solutions 
to environmental and social 
challenges





Edinburgh Policy Statement on Enhancing Rural Innovation 
http://www.oecd.org/rural/rural-development-conference/

• Rural Develop is essential to achieve inclusive growth

• Calls for policy makers to be forward looking  

• Rurality is not synonymous with decline

• Rural areas have specific structural challenges: population decline and ageing, climate change 
and  management of natural resources 

• Policies  should enable rural areas to capitalise on global trends.

• Sustainable Development Goals  - no one should be left behind.

• Place-based policies must rely on multi-sector co-ordination and multi-level governance to 
unleash growth potential grounded in rural assets. 

• Innovation will be critical for the future competitiveness and sustainability of rural 
economies: digital connectivity and new technologies

• A robust rural policy should: 

• Place Well-being at the forefront of rural policy objectives

• Take a Place-based view of rural development, integrated approach and long term 
perspective

• Develop urban-rural linkages

• Promote societal approach based on social innovation,

• Bottom-up approach empowering communities

• Effects of demographic trends to design public services

• Recognises the value of comparable data on rural areas



Link to the story: https://www.ruralnetwork.scot/news-and-events/news/oecd-rural-

development-conference-2018

Link to register: https://www.ruralnetwork.scot/user/register

Link to Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/scotruralnetwork

Conference Materials : http://www.oecd.org/rural/rural-development-conference/

We are on Twitter @scotruralnet , Facebook and  Instagram at 

scottishruralnetwork
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Video


