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Synergy between the CAP interventions and  
rural energy production - present 

• Biomass district heating and fuel switch of enterprises are financed by the BMK 

(approx. 5 Mio. + 6 Mio. € per year) since the 90ies. 

• Co-financed by CAP since 2000 with ration 50/50 

• Most economic reasonable regions are already covered 

• High job effects in rural areas  

• Significant contribution to the GDP 

• Slight increase is expected but more emphasis on efficiency is necessary 

• A strong home market secures the basis for technologic development and opens 

export opportunities 
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ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF BIOMASS 

FUNDING 2017-2019 
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• Energy efficiency in the households (EU and national goal) reduces the heat demand of district 

heating 

• Environmental standards have to be met (dust emissions, NOx, noise) 

• Careful and professional planning is required to meet these challenges 

• Learning from our previous mistakes 

– The heat demand of the consumers was overestimated 

– Overestimated reserve capacity stored in the heating plant 

– The pipeline grid system was overdimensioned 

– Size of the fuel silo was bigger than required 

– Low utilization ratio of the wood boiler 

– Fuel quality does not meet the quality requirements for the installed firing 

– Faults in the hydraulic and in the control system lead to high operational costs 

• Biomass heating plants and networks are subsidized by the government 

• Austria introduced a quality management system for biomass district heating in 2005  

• Court of Auditors recommended it several times in previous reports 

CHALLENGES FOR THE BIOMASS 
DISTRICT HEATING 
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Synergy between the CAP interventions and  
rural energy production - future 

• Biomass + other renewable energy forms in the rural areas 

• Further energy-related CAP interventions in the rural area:  

− sustainable mobility in rural areas,  

− regional climate management,  

− photovoltaic (criteria: not on agricultural land except agro-photovoltaics;  

• Bio-economy measures to increase the local added value of the agricultural 

products 

− New logistic for residues and organic material without further use  

− Digital market platform for residues and organic waste to promote the 

cascadic use of materials 

− Enhanced possibilities for biogas production 
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Bioeconomy measures for agriculture  
and forestry – more than CAP 

• Forest Fund 

− Demonstration project for Bio-refinery (wood to liquid) 

− Construction subsidies for wood construction 

• Environmental Fund 

− Bonus for insulation with natural materials 

− Large programme for changing the heating in private houses 

− More emphasis on circular economy and green chemistry 

• Soft measures 

− App to create a market for residues from agriculture and forestry 

− Cooperation with the children museum in Vienna to raise awareness about 

forest and wood products 

− New research institutes on several universities 
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Thank you for your attention 

Gottfried Lamers 

BMK VI/7 – Innovative Technologies and 

Bioeconomy 

Gottfried.lamers@bmk.gv.at   
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