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Name 
Leader (Links between actions for the development of the rural economy)

Programme type 
Community initiative

Target areas 
Leader+ is structured around three actions: 
• Action 1 — Support for integrated territorial development strategies 
 of a pilot nature based on a bottom-up approach. 
• Action 2 — Support for cooperation between rural territories. 
• Action 3 — Networking.

Priority strategic themes 
The priority themes, for Leader+, laid down by the Commission are:
• making the best use of natural and cultural resources, including enhancing the value of sites;
• improving the quality of life in rural areas;
• adding value to local products, in particular by facilitating access to markets for small 
 production units via collective actions; 
• the use of new know-how and new technologies to make products and services in rural areas  
 more competitive.

Recipients and eligible projects 
Financial assistance under Leader+ is granted to partnerships, local action groups (LAGs), drawn 
from the public, private and non-profi t sectors to implement local development programmes in 
their territories. Leader+ is designed to help rural actors consider the long-term potential of their 
local region. It encourages the implementation of integrated, high-quality and original strategies 
for sustainable development as well as national and transnational cooperation. In order to concen-
trate Community resources on the most promising local strategies and to give them maximum le-
verage, funding is granted according to a selective approach to a limited number of rural territories 
only. The selection procedure is open and rigorous. 

Under each local development programme, individual projects which fi t within the local strategy 
can be funded. All projects eligible for funding under the European Agricultural Guidance and 
Guarantee Fund (EAGGF), the European Regional Development Fund (EFRD) and the European 
Social Fund (ESF) are eligible under Leader+.

At the decision-making level of the LAGs, the economic and social partners and associations must 
make up at least 50 % of the local partnership. 

Duration of the programming period 
2000–06. 

Community grant
The total budget for programmes is EUR 5 046.5 million, of which EUR 2 106.3 million 
(EUR 2 143.5 million after mid-term indexation) is funded by the EAGGF Guidance Section 
and the remainder by public and private contribution.
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Leader+ Magazine is published three times a year by the Observatory of Rural Areas.

Leader (Links between actions for the development of the rural economy) is a Community 
initiative launched by the European Commission and coordinated by its Directorate-General 
for Agriculture and Rural Development (Unit F.3). The contents of Leader+ Magazine do not 
necessarily refl ect the views of the European Union institutions.

Editorial board: European Observatory of Rural Areas

Person responsible at law: Uwe Lerbs, European Commission, Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment DG, Unit F.3, Rue de la Loi 130, B-1040 Brussels

Contributors to this issue: Leader+ national network units and local action groups

Photos: Photographs are the copyright of the European Commission except otherwise 
indicated

Cover photo: Photograph provided by the Belgium Flanders National Network Unit

Leader+ Magazine is published in 19 offi  cial languages of the European Union and has a 
print-run of 35 000 copies

For further information: Leader+ Contact Point, Rue du Marteau 81, B-1000 Brussels 
Tel. (32-2) 235 20 20; fax (32-2) 280 04 38; e-mail: contact.point@Leaderplus.org 
Website: http://europa.eu.int/comm/leaderplus
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For additional orders of Leader+ Magazine

Please send an e-mail to contact.point@leaderplus.org or send your request by fax 
or post, mentioning your full contact details and the quantity and language version 
needed, to:

Leader+ Contact Point
Rue du Marteau 81
B-1000 Brussels
Tel. (32-2) 235 20 20
Fax (32-2) 280 04 38

You can also subscribe to Leader+ publications. In order to have your name added to our 
mailing list, please register online using the form available at the following address:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/leaderplus
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In a word

Leader+ in action

Aspects of the Leader+ initiative
• From innovation to evaluation: a learning process

Special focus: Making the best use of natural and cultural resources
• Belgium: The spoken treasures of the Maasland
• The Netherlands: The Weerribben: ‘a breeding place for art’
• Germany: Agrotourism in Mecklenburg: holidays on the historical country estate

Adding value to local products
• Portugal: Portugal Rural Space: promoting rural products in an urban setting
• Finland: Dried natural products from the Kainuu region

Improving the quality of life in rural areas
• France: Opera at the Castle of Mosset
• Austria: Young people with a design on their own space

Use of new know-how and new technologies
• Sweden: Local heritage association in the 21st century: a virtual visitors’ centre
• Italy: Montiweb: a network of a region’s municipalities

Cooperation in rural development
• United Kingdom, France and Ireland: Trisurf: developing surfi ng skills across the sea
• Spain and France: Grus: ornithological tourism network

Women and youth in Leader+
• Interviews: Poland and Denmark
• Sweden: The Tänk-nik project

The new Member States
• Country focus: Implementation of the Leader-type measure in Lithuania

News 
Preparing for the Leader-type measure: a vision for the future of rural Europe

This European Commission magazine seeks to promote access to information about the Leader+ Community 
initiative. Our goal is to provide accurate and up-to-date information. If errors are brought to our attention, 
we will try to correct them. However, the Commission accepts no responsibility for the information contained 
in this magazine, especially regarding fi nancial data on the projects described, and in particular on the eligi-
bility of expenditure. Readers should therefore take all necessary precautions before using these data, which 
they do entirely at their own risk.
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