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Context

« Information and Communication Action Plan for 2" Year of EN RD CP:
« Objectives;
 target groups / audience;
e communication content;

« The Plan cuts across all services of the Contact Point

« Tools developed during the 1st Year:

« - participating and organising events (NRN-meetings, Coordination Committees, Leader
Subcommittees, thematic seminars, etc);

«-receiving visitors and preparing presentations to visitors;
« - preparing different publications (electronic newsletter, RD periodical, NRN fiches, etc).
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Objectives of the Information and Communication Plan

e to reach and engage in the EN RD a wide range of rural
development stakeholders in all Member States of the EU, using
various communication tools;

« to offer the stakeholders relevant content and tools, in a manner
that motivates and supports them in contributing and sharing
information and experience;

« to give visibility to the EU’s rural development policy and
demonstrate its efficiency by promoting its most representative
achievements; and

 to gradually shift in balance towards the practical/bottom up aspects
reflecting the growth in EN RD and NRN activity.
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Target Groups and Audience

» Stakeholders operating at European or
national level, with a focus on policies
and/or EU programmes (including
Managing Authorities, members of the
EN RD Coordination Committee and the
equivalent committees/structures of
NRNs) plus European institutions,
delegations, representations, information
services;

- LAGs and local/regional organisations,
including farmers’ organisations and
NGOs, with a direct or indirect interest in
programme/measure implementation;
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Communication content

 The EN RD objectives are mainly to inform and persuade its
audiences, helping them to:
make informed decisions
achieve results
address existing problems

« In terms of the nature and source of the content, a balance should
be achieved between policy / top down and practical / bottom up
aspects

A gradual shift in balance towards the practical/bottom up aspects
reflecting the growth in EN RD and NRN activity. Nevertheless a
core of quality information regarding rural development policy and
programmes will be maintained.
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Existing tools and updates

« Seminars and Conferences;

» Organise different types of meetings (CC, LSC, TWG, NRN, Technical
Workshops, etc);

« Website (continuation/improvement of static sections; launch of dynamic
sections by end of 2009);

 Electronic Newsletter;
« Periodical;

» Thematic and ad hoc publications (such as NRN, RDP and good
practice fiches);

« Promotion and representation (participation in a cross section of events
organised by NRNs and other organisations);

» Responding to enquiries.
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Communication Plan: Tools and Target Groups
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Website

« Maintaining and enhancing the EN RD ]
public website

» Completing the development of, and '-:Ruf;;ﬁg;;;;p;;e;f
subsequently maintaining and
enhancing ‘My ENRD’
o Offer a complete set of interactive tools
for different target groups and users,
to facilitate interaction and exchange of -
knowledge and experience:

o e=-networks for TWGs, CC and LSC members,
NRNs, consultative/reflection groups

»cooperation platform, including partners
search tool

- databases

; European Evaluation Network
swRural Development

European Commission

European Network for Rural Development

European Cotmission > Agriculture > Rural Development > EN RD

#

ENRD NATIONAL RURAL
$TRUCTURE NETWORKS
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WELCOME TO THE
European Network for Rural Development (EN RD)
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You might als like

Rural development iz of special importance far the EU, and nat least for all those lving and working in rural areas,
One of the key goals of the EN RD - and indeed the EU's rural development strateqy - is to help bring rural
communities closer together in order to improve the implementation of the Rural Development Palicy. This means
strengthening the fows of information and communication between the different levels of Europe's rural stakeholders
In tum this will encourage a greater and mare eficient level of interaction and exchange of expertise in al areas of EN
RO activity. In addition, it wil also help to faciltate specific actions such as sharing of experience and evaluation of
rural development policy. This s a test

Read more

With this in mind, the new EN RD website incorporates a variety of features and rural development information. |t also
provides links to other relevant websites, at European, national and local levels,

One of these is the European Evaluation Network for Rural Development, which is a distinct network within EN RD
dealing specifically with evaluation issues, providing content development, support and uidance, and infarmation and
dissemination senices to evaluation actors in Member States (administrators, ROP evaluators,
academics/researchers) and to the Commission

Inthe near future interactive tools wil also be available fike for example data bases, search tools or an exchange
platfomn

EVENTS CALENDAR NETWORK MEETINGS

Check the latest evert infomation National Rural Metwork (NRH) meetings allow for regular
contact betwezn networks in order to discuss commaon
issues and challenges. The first of these meetings
already took place in Brussels on Novernber 27th 2008,
the second one was held in Prague on February 13th,
and was hosted by the Czech NRN. The third NRN
meeting took place in Brussels on April Tst, the fouth
rneeting took place in Brussels on Aprl 23th and the fith
meeting took place in Sevila on June Bth
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Planned events and meetings

e Coordination Committee meetings
e Leader Subcommittee meetings
« Thematic Working Group meetings

« General meetings, technical workshops, other small meetings for
NRNSs;

« Thematic seminars:

» - Semi-subsistence farming; and possibly on Intermediate results of TWGs 1,2 & 3
or Capacity Building follow-up);

« - Preparing a “Cooperation Fair” or “Leader Fair” (to take place in the Autumn of
20107?).



’.-
'.-' Furopean Netwaork for

Rural Development EUROPEAR COMMISSION

Promotion and representation

 Participation in events organised by other organisations
» Events of NRNs of EN RD-wide interest
« Events promoting / supporting TNC and Leader
» EU-level events of particular relevance to axes 1, 2 or 3
 Major national fairs

« Events and missions as part of networking
« - Fact finding or advisory missions to NRNs
« . Participation in thematic and other cooperation meetings between NRNs.
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Publications (Newsletter)

e 6 to 8 newsletters will be
developed for the 2nd Year. These
will be available electronically on
the EN RD website, the EU
bookshop and on hardcopy;

» RUR@L NEWS will be translated in
6 languages (EN, DE, FR, IT, ES
and PL);

» To improve its 'user-friendliness’, it
is intended that the newsletter will
be restricted to 4 pages per
edition.
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NEWSLETTER FOR THE ENRD

. Improving
el in rural areas

3 March 2009 witnessed the adoption
of a Communication by the European
Commission to improve access o
Information and  Communication
Technology (KCT) in rural areas. With a
significant part of the rural population
in Europe (around 30% at December
2007y remaining undarserved — with
no access to the Internet — this FOCUS
article looks at the importance of
broadband access and ICT to the rural
economy.

An average 93% of Europeans can enjoy access
103 NigN-Spean Intemet conRaCtion, comren
with only 70% In rural areas. Indeed In same
counirles fsuch & Greece, Foland, Slovaida,
Bulgana and AOManiz] hign-speed broaaband
internet networis caver Just 50% or less of the
Tural population.In 2008, 300Ut AT 0T e peopie
181.7%) Iang In thinfy populated rural areas of
the EL-Z7 never used the intemet compared i
27.4% In densely pOpuIated arexs

GIVen this SITuaton, the CommEsion has sain
that connecting the EU's rural poputation with
no Migh-spesd intemet access s a priority for
Schieving ‘Droadnand for 3il° by 2010 - 3 wital
component of the Euronean Economic Aecovery
B

111 Tha oely intematicnaly recogsed definition of
rual areas was developed by the DECD, and B B
based an the sham of population bving In ral

. with less than 150 Infubltans por

@lL
-H

broadband coverage

The CommMUNICAtION Prasents tha Denents, which
better access for rurai areas to maderm ICT I the
Internat can bring. to businesses and Individussts
such as fams and food producers. in particutar,

M European Network for
Rural Development

SUMMARY

FOCUS: kmproving bioadband covefage in
fusalareas __

‘240 agricultural acts withdrawn from

ICT can play & sgrificant mole
IENBUTSNIP 3N BCONOIK POGIESS IN Ura aness,
thus hejping to boast the af

EUlegisiation
Mew agnicultural fesaanch projects

agriculture and forestry, qualty of ife and diver-
sfication of the rural economy. in addtion, usage
of the Intemiet woukd heip farmers' In thelr dally
Irves, for Example, 1o plan, Manet and Sell proauc-
ion, check weather farecasts, exchange of good
practices, estabiish cooperation agreements with
other market players, efc.

FOF @Xampia, WITh B0% of SWeasN farms naving
acessto

negin.
The NRNS mest for e second tima_3

NEWS ABOUT _ 3

The frst £N RO seminar.
Bulding on the habit of quaty.
Tour af Mamber States: Belglum___4

EVENTS L3

Including to submit appications for EU suppart.
In contrast, hawever, anly 3 quarter of fanmers In
other regions e Tuscany Otaly) and Hungary use
e ItaMEL Fanmers are ROt tha only ones missing
out: across Europe, andy 22.5% of people in rural
areas use e-govemment services ke lodging tax
Tetums, compared with 12.0% in urban areas ®

EQUIDpINg rural 3re3s Wi Madem Intermet con-
nections, the take-up and diffuskon af ICT In the
30PN S2Ctar 25 3 WNOIE, 3n0 e pevelopment
of rural tourism with the support of KCT are this
prioriles of the Stralegic guidelines for nural de-
Yelcpmentin 2007-13.

ACCOIING 10 the FECENt COMMLNICIton, among
the key prioritles is the development of adequate
and refizble broadband infrasiruciure In mral
arezs. Following the proposad recovery package
by the Commission, investments In new and
£X151NG DFO3ADANG INITASIrICIUNe i rurd areas

EE [T
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WHERE TO AIND OUT MORE B
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Publications (Periodical)

« 3 periodicals will be prepared for
the 2nd Year

« Each periodical has a main theme
(e.q. rural diversity, creativity and
innovation in 15t Year; climate
change and other themes in 2@
Year)

« Length: 40 pages

o Structure of the periodicals:
Commissioner’s foreword; Rural
Focus; Rural Development,
including case studies; Rural
Citizens; Rural Research; Rural
Insights.

EURDPEAH COMMISSION

The territorial (') overview

Tha follawing taritorial averviaws ara based on the tarritorial synopses twhich wera provided by the tarritaries tharm-
salvas) For tha firal Leadar+ y confarence, Laader achi a diversity of taritori joncs, Bvora,
Al i oy

ba found

Leader+ Magazine | [ 11+ 2008
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Main challenges

» Ensuring relevance/usefulness of content to a wide range of
stakeholders; identifying/reaching stakeholders

 Increasing content input emanating from the activities of the
network

» Developing the website and web-based tools as the main means of
a long-term communication strategy; achieving a high degree of
interactivity

e Links with communication activities of NRNs.

13
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
haris.martinos@enrd.eu
For further information please contact the'Contact Point
of the EN RD at the following e-mail address
info@enrd.eu



