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Cultural route of the cranes

Local Action Groups

Adri Jiloca Gallocanta (Aragdn, Spain)

Adegaso (Gallego-Sotdn, Aragdn, Spain)

Omezyma (Mezquin-Matarrafia, Aragon, Spain),

La Serena (Extremadura, Spain)

Natural Park of Schaalsee (Mecklenburg, Germany)
Swedish Crane Working Group (Skaraborg, Sweeden).
The Rural Economy and Agricultural Society of Skaraborg
(Sweeden).

La Creuse (Limousin, France)

Ludwigslust, (Germany)

Nort-West-Mecklenburg, (Germany)

Riigen (Mecklenburg, Germany),

- Description of the project
Objectives

Personal meeting and discover-sharing concerns and objectives of
the other.

To create a cultural route around a common bird, the crane
%f/ 1998-2000




Cultural route of the cranes

%& 1998-2000

Main actions

* Promotional video around the migration of the cranes and the
people who live in these territories.

* Crane concerts

* Changes between ornithologist, young people, associations,
artisans and farmers.

Difficulties

* Language barriers
* Different mentalities
* Complicated attitudes

Results

* 9 transnational meetings

* 2 Crane Festivals (Gallocanta, Rligen)

* 1 promotional video

* 1 travelling exhibition “Nature’s Spirits”

Added value of the project

* At this time, the whole project, to do TNC with other countries.



Naturally, the participation of all groups is not the same for all actions
or the degree of involvement, since each has characteristics different
from the other, either in structure, objectives and priorities, funding
calls or infrastructures. At the moment when everyone will be ready to
do in this way, each group will be able to take initiatives in one of the

Cultural route of the cranes

actions with the knowledge of rest. Leader review 1999
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Local Action Groups
European Network for

Ornithological Tourism * 15 spanish
R * 2french

Description of the project

g, The main objective is the creation of network around
¥ Special Protection Areas, Important Bird Areas, Natural
Parks...

* Specific Objetives
o Increase transnational cooperation
o Sustainable development looking for the balance
between tourism and nature
o Encourage local people to work in
Change of knowledge
To have more conscience into environmental themes
To Increase natural tourism
Support the associations

IBRUPOS COOPERANTES EN FRANCIA:

P.N.R.La Brenne
B Pays Combraille en Marche
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N 2004-2008




n?ﬂ/, Main actions
7

MANAGEMENT

European Network for
Ornithological Tourism

~ PROMOTION
p = o M.LC. / Communication Plan
o Official project presentation

=y ENVIRONMENTAL
. o Environmental information to the local territory
o Nature Classroom
o Conference of Environmental Voluntary people
o Environmental training

TOURISM
o Elaboration of a strategy of tourist development;
creation of a tourist products
o Study and implantation of systems of tourist
management, formation of the tourist sector and
edition of a manual of good practices.

NEW TECHNOLOGIES

\ *  2004-2008 o Migranet
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. Official presentation
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Agriculture Ministerium of Spain

European Network for

Ornithological Tourism 2005
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European Network for +20 o 000 u n itS

Ornithological Tourism
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Berge de Navarre
Interrégional Navarre Aragén:
Montagne de Navarre

S GROUPES DE COOPERATION EN FRANCE:

P.N.R. de la Brenne
Pays Combraille en Marche
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Ornithological Tourism
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http://www.retoeurope.com/

L 7\ CD Environmental for schools
| +10.000 units

European Network for
Ornithological Tourism
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< 9 N Environmental volunteer journey

+35 people

European Network for
Ornithological Tourism
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" .-‘/ N Class nature
‘ +1500 students

European Network for
Ornithological Tourism
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N .J ~ Formation for entrepreneurs

= + 100 businessman

European Network for
Ornithological Tourism
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N Strategy, training for business man

+ 15 touristic products

European Network for
Ornithological Tourism

RET0
RETO
- N
ASISTENCIA V"" N Estudio y Bases Para la Implantacién de Sistema
TECNICA PARA LA De Gestién Turistica.
z M lde B acti ¥
ELABORACION DE UNA: O22:?acif)neuse;:fapl'a‘\a;c::;sacién del empresariado
RETO.

“"ESTRATEGIA PARA LA /\\E,-\

CREACION DE UNA PLEGADIS

RED DE ESPACIOS DE
TURISMO ORNITOLOGICO”

Accion formativa de RETO

L

PLEGADIS

Marzo 2007
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European Network for
Ornithological Tourism

Feria Internacional de Turismo Ornitologico
Extremadura Birdwatching Fair

% Feria Internacional de VO
o Turismo Ornitolégico Q‘
%% I:F o

2011

/

| !

Fairs, Exhibitions

+ 10 national / international
Fio Monfrague (Spaln) 2005- 2008
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" 9 “ Fairs, Exhibitions
+ 10 national / international

European Network for
Ornithological Tourism

British Birdwatching Fair (UK) Expotural (Madrid)
2006, 2007,2008 2006 -2007
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Fairs, Exhibitions

+ 10 national / international
European Network for

Ornithological Tourism Fiera Internazionale Birdwatching (Italy) 2007
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Fiera Internazionale del Birdwatching e del Turismo Naturalistico
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Famtrips / workshops
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European Network for
Ornithological Tourism
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The Americas

P.NP. La Brenne
Pays Combraille en Marche:

uétana Africa
Montana -
;i deNavarra ey
Montafa o
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Somontano Asia & Australasia
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deNavarra  Zona de
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Europe
GRUPOS COOPERANTES EN ESPANA: Cruises

Aragén:
Jiloca - Gallocanta
Zona de 5 Villas
Hoya de Huesca
Somontano
Castilla la Mancha:
Dulcinea
Andalucia:
Aljarafe - Dofiana
Extremadura:
Campifia Sur
LaSerena
Tajo -Salor - Almonte
Valle de Alagén
Castilla Ledn:
Montana Palentina
Cantabria:
Asén - Agiiera
Ligbana
Navarra:
Ribera de Navarra
Interregional Navarra Aragén:
Montafia de Navarra

FGRUPOS COOPERANTES EN FRANCIA:

P.N.R.La Brenne
Pays Combraille en Marche

Tour Calendar
General Information

Aljarafe - Dofiana
Download 2013

Brochure (.pdf)

follow us an

facebook

Subscribe to our newsletter and
receive updates and promotions
direct to your email.

Email

) Ornitholidays

Results

co.uk

Home | Meetthe Team | Tour Reports | Gallery | Booking | News | Newsletter | Links | ContactUs

Spain - Aragon

Cranes, Lammergeiers & Wallcreepers
12 November to 19 November 2013
Principal Leader: Steve West

Maximum of 14 clients (two leaders with more than seven
clients).

2013 Cost: £1,499 single room supplement £100

Early November sees the gathering of thousands of Common Cranes at
their single most important stopover site in Western Eurcpe. These birds
breed in the swamps and marshes of Scandinavia, Finland and Russia.
Some will be making a short stop on their southward migration, which will
take them to the dehesas of Extremadura, while others will stay around
Gallocanta to benefit from the safe hawven provided by the lagoon and the
food available in the surrounding fields. We shall be treated to one of the
world’s great spectacles as these birds fly in large flocks overhead,
trumpeting as they go. Our local guide Steve West will also help us
explore some great habitats where we can look for some of the special
birds of Spain. Who cannot be tempted when there is mention of Dupont’s
Lark, Bonelli's Ezgle, Great Bustard, Lammergeier, Wallcreeper, Black
Woodpeckear and Citril Finch? We stay at three very comfortable and well
located hotels. At this time of year the day length is getting shorter and
the birds are active. feeding up before winter arrives. This tour is packed
with some great birds and some little-visited locations. Why not travel with
Steve and see why we think this itinerary is such 2 winner.

~3

Further Info
Download Brochure Info
Booking Information

Get L 4
ADOBE READER’

Outline Itinerary

Day 1 Fly to Madrid and transfer
to Gallocanta

Day 2 Gallocanta

Days 3-4 Lécera

Days 5-7 Loarre

Day & Depart Barcelona
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European Network for
Ornithological Tourism

Spain - Aragon

Cranes, Lammergeiers & Wallcreepers

wlzﬂm—wismmu

Leader: Steve West

Principal
2013 Cost: £4,409 single room supplement £100

‘arly November sees the gamherng of thousancs of Common Cranes at thelr single most
stopover site in Western Europe. These birgs breed In the swamps anc marshes of |
Scancinavia, Finland anc Russie. Some will be Making & Shor SIop an thelr souThward migration,

>
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overhead,

be reared 10 ane of the Worc's

tumpeting as
they go. Our focal guide Steve West will aiso help us explors some mmmunmmwmwuwmuwm
Bustard,

cannot be mmmnmum!mmm

Finch? We stay ar

At this time of yaar
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up before winter arrves. TRIS four is Packed Wih SoMme greai BIFCS anc Some e VIled Jocatons. Why ot ravel With Steve anc see why we hink

this itnerary Is such a winner.

ITINERARY

population of winiering Great Bustards, which of
course we wil be keen 10 locate, along with
Calancra and Crested Larks and

supporting cast Incudng the Ikes of Rock
Sparmow, O Bunting, Biue Aock Thrush, Crag
Martin, ,

ae ofien
notawortny, and In the course of 2 day f would

to make full contact Wi tne best sieppes In
nodthem Spain. But ief's not rush Mings: first of

rcugn the soltude of e Aver Marn area:
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For a previous tour report or further information please call: 01794 510445

Ornitholidays

.co.uk

1o encournter 2 afierant array of birds,
Kingfisher, Penculine TiL
Cetr's Warbler, ZMing Cisticola. Short-

In its vast expansas very e of prospers.
EBut we Jook beyond Inftial appearances o find
the char: In what is a

we snould also set eyes on bircs Iike Crag
Martin, Bfack Redstart, Aock Bunting and
Flracrest, before we make our way to our notel at
Loare and a sty

The vilage of Loame takes second place 1o the
castie of the same name thal dominates the

ncluding Crested TI. Bulnch and more.
£l

Afer soma final birding we transfer 1o Barcelona
A¥port for our fight back to London, of ragionat
aports.

on 01794 519445
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European Network for
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Spain - Learning Spanish in La
Montana Palentina

Naturetrek Tour Report 8 - 15 September 2011

Great Bustarcs 3 Fuente ce 3 Nava

Report & images compiled by Byron Palacios

Naturetrel
Naturetrek Cheriton Mill  Cheriton Alresford Hampshie SO240NG  England
T: +44 (0)1962 733051 F: +44 (0)1962 738426
E: info@naturetrek.co uk W: wowew naturetrek co.uk

(% NATURETREK

WILDLIFE HOLIDAYS WORLDWIDE

DESTINATIONS

TOUR FOCUS TOUR CALENDAR

L BACKTO SEARCH

Home > All Tours > Europe > Spain

LEARN SPANISH IN WILD SPAIN! - LA
MONTANA PALENTINA

Tour Code: ESP22

An 8-dlay opportunity for aspiring Spanish speakers to improve their
Spanish and enjoy the birds, mammals and other wildiife in La Montafia
Palentina, a wild ana beautiful corner of norther Spain.

SUMMARY » DETAILED INFO » IMAGES

The ancientvillages in the rugged Palentian Mountains are today largely deserted,
this wild region left for reclamation by Wolves, Brown Bears, Wild Boar, and
numerous Chamois, Red Deer and Roe Deer, notto mention a host of smaller
mammals. Our base for this week-long exploration of this wildiife haven is in one
such village, where our quide Tino and his wife Rosa have sympathetically restored
three terraced farm cottages. From these, we will explore the mountains with Tino,
spending the majority of each day on foot, either walking from our base or accessing
remote valleys by minibus or 4WD, before returning each evening to a hearty meal,
freshy prepared by Rosa. Throughout, we aim to speak Spanish - mostly!

# Practice your Spanish with our Spanish-speaking guides

# This is a Naturetrek ‘house party' in Spain - a fun and unique week!
# Tino and Rosa's charming rural cottages are our base

# Enjoy Rosa's hearty local cuisine and wines

# Raptors, Middle-spotted and Black Woodpeckers

# Chance of Wolf, Brown Bear or Wildcat

% Good walking opportunities

® Expert quidance from Tino, and Naturetrek's Byron Palacios

Food
Allincluded in the price

» REVIEWS

QUICK SEARCH

Enter keywords (or tour code)

HOME | HOW TOBOOK | FAQS | ABOUTUS | CONTACTUS

TOUR LEADERS

LATEST NEWS BLOG

For friendl, expert adiice call: +44 (0) 1962 733051

8 days from

El 195(int flights)

BOOK HOLIDAY NOW

» DATES & PRICES

Visiting: Spain

TOUR DOWNLOADS

Tour Summary

Tour ifinerary

Tour report - September 2011
Tour report - September 2010

CAN I HELP YOU?
Andy Tucker
Operstions
Manager
Email Andy
@ 01962

733051

TOUR FOCUS

TOUR LEADERS

2 Byron Palacios

TOUR REVIEWS

Avery good trip for improving my
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Wild Spain - La Montana Palentina Tour Itinerary

Bt e\

Wild Spain - La Montana Palentina

Naturetrek Tour Itinerary

NB. Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions. However, adverse
weather & other local considerations can itate some re-ordering of the during the
course of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather
condifions available.

These stil remain comess of mr:l Spain, £ from the selity of this fast developing and increasingly nrban-dwelling
comntey, that have been forgotten by time, largely abandoned by all but the older generstion, and which are being
secliimed by a wildlife no longer so persecnted by man. The Montaia Palentina — the Palentian Menatains — is one
snch place: 2 wild, nepopnlated region of high and chilly ddpes, sonnded snmmits, swesping valleys and magnificent
panormic vistas extanding sondxwasds to the great plains of Castle and Leon. Nesting in the shadow of northem
Spair's Cordillers Cantibrica, not far from the jagged limestone peaks of the Picos de Enopa, the Palentian
Monatains are dominated by the majestic Siszra de Peiia Labra, essentially 2 high monntin fidge boasting 2 handfnl
of 2,000-metre sumemits, amongst them Valdecshollzs (2,136m) and Pico Tres Mares (2.175m) — Peak of the Three
Seas. A mindrop Elling on the latter conld, in theocy, end up in any oce of the Bay of Biscay. the Atluntic or the
Mediteccanean, sich is the pecnlias hydro-geographical figsaw that places this monatain at the soncce of such mighty
watesconcses as the Ebco and the Dneo,

The ancient Palencian villages of the segion aze largely deserted, with haxdly an oceupied honse i each. For this
sason, 50 too ase the Palentan Monatins... left for seclumation by Welves, Brown Beass, Wid Boar, and
anmesons Chamois, Red Deer and Roe Deer, aot to mention 2 host of smaller mammals such as Thesian and Brown
Hase, Beech Masten, Pine Marten, Wildcat and the elnsive Gener.

Day 1

Cordovilla de Aguilar

We depart mid-afternoon today (times TBC) from London Stansted on a Ryanair flight direct to Santander om
Spain’s north coast. On arsival we will pick np a minibns and drve sonth for 2n hone and a half or so to the small
town of Agnilar de Campo. Here we ten off and head up inro the hills. Onr base for this weeldong explomtion of
this Errle known monstain wildife haven is in 2 picmresque village. Here, onr gnide Tino and his wife Rosa have
sympathetically restored three terraced faem cottages in 2 remote and embledown hamlet On aseival, in the lare
evening, we will settle in to on accommodation where Rosa will have prepared the first of sy tasty meals for us.

Days 2-7

Cordovilla de Aguilar

The cottages are very mmch cental to one daily ontings, with the majosity of each day spent on foot, either walking
from one base, or in quiet locations accessed by minibus or 4x4. A range of habirats can be fonnd in close proximity,
with 2 full suite of raptors present, inclnding resident Golden Eagles and Peragrines and both Griffon and Egrptian
Valmges. Black and Middle-sported Woodpeckers both breed hare, the larter possibly being easier to see hare than
thronghom mmch of the rest of its range. Another hiphlishs i the Wallereeper whick, althongh probably proving
elmsive at high altimdes ar this season, deops to the dim walls of the segion’s sesarvoirs at the omset of colder
weather, 2nd can from then on be seen quite easily.

Outline itinerary
Day 1 Fly Santander & transfer to Cordovilla

Day 217 The Palentian Mountains

Day 8 Retum Santander; fiy London

Dates

Thursday 7th June — Thursday 14th June

Cost

£1,195 (London/London); £1,095 (Santander/Santander)
Single room supplement

£150

Grading

A/B. Some longer optional walks sometimes involving
substantial altitude gain, but not generally over difficult
temain

Focus
Birds, mammals, plants

NATURETREK

WILDLIFE HOLIDAYS WORLDWIDE

Tour Hinerary Wild Spain - La Montana Palentina

© Maturetrek  July 11

Naturetn\elg

Naturetrek  Cheriton Mill  Cheriton
T: +44 (0)1062 733051
E: info@naturetrek co.uk

Alresford

Hampshire S024 ONG
F: +44 (0)1062 726426

W: www.naturetrek.co.uk

England

The cottages lie on the doorstep of 2 tmly wild lindscape, comprising high monntain ridges rich in alpine fora,
jagged crags and cliffs, and vast oak and beech forests which support 2 high percentape of the endangered eastern
poprlation of the Ensopean Brown Bear. Mnch-maligned these magnificent creamres are notorionsly diffienls to
see, roaming elnsively over wast tracts of diffienlt terrin. Nevertheless, we do stand 2 small chance of 2 sighting if
we put in the effort at dawn and dusk, when the Bears are most active. At these times, our local Spanish natoralist
grides, Tino and his fiend Nacho, will nse theis 4-wheel deive vehicles to take 15 to remote viewpoints for optional
oppactanities to scan fom the sidges for Beass, Wolves, Wild Boar zad other mammals. The guides will make ns
feel vecy awch at home, shacing 2 sich passion for, and knowledge of, these monatains. . aad segaling s with tales
and photopraphs of theic close enconsers with bach Bears 2ad Wolves, Interssting mammalian enconaters are sot
rmserved, however, for the remote valleys, for onr hosts will prondly show ns images of Wildeat and Beech Marten
taken by a remote camera not feet away from ons front door (and will no donbt demonserate this piece of kit dncing
ou stay)!

Ot one day we will deive farther afield to explose the steppes and plains of the mesets, home to Great Bustard, Stone
Crclew and other geassland bisds, and 2 lage (depending on minfall) reed-fringed Like, whick smppors luge
smbers of dncks, geese, waders and sch interesting passerines 23 Pendnline Tit and Moustached Warbler A short
distance away, in the midst of Castile and Leon’s vast ceceal belt, 2 pack of Wolves secretly flousish, nabeknown to
a1l bt 2 vesy few keen Spasish namlists wnd conservationists and 3 barking dog in the neaby villige. Althomgh we
cannot guarantee the presence of the pack (they sometimes move o a different area and are difficnlt to track), an
atmosphesic vigd at dusk may reveal the Wolves a5 they tentatively ventcs ont into the srsbble from theic daytime
hiome — the caly spinner for miles aconad.

Flexibility will be the key to this tons and, whatever time we arrive back 2t ons cottages, we can be surs that 2 hearty
meal, prepased by Rosa, will be waiting fos 15 on onc semn each diy fom the wilds of this fargomen comer of
Ensope. It will be hard to leave!

Day 8

London

Today we should have time for another exenssion into the monatains for 2 facther wildlifs enconaters, or a repeat
visit to onr favonite area, before we have to leave for the drive back to Santander in time for onr direct flight back
to London Stansted.

Grading
Grade B. This ton will st keener wallers and those peepared to put in long hones in sometimes cool conditions.

Food & accommodation included in the price

All food and accommodation is inclnded in the price of this holiday.

Our accommodation comprises np to 3 old faom comages. Pleaze note thar facilities are not en suite.
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il __ Difficulties
Y... < ﬁ/) AN * Ambitious project / objectives

* Few French groups not connected between them

European Network for and with Spanish groups
Ornithological Tourism

* To have other countries

* To have enough businessman to create the network
* Torecover the funds of some partners

* To have continuity to finish better

* Financial, administrative and legal restrictions

Results

 More than 30 national and international
presentations of the project.

 More than 100 schools and 10.000 students
 More than 200.000 visitors in the web

* More than 100 businessman formed

 More than 30 touristic products created

 Two other cooperation projects had been created

Added value of the project
= e e Application of the Leader philosopy
Pt * Technical and professional staff (LAG’S) and
implication of the public target

%// 2004-2008 * Monitoring _and evalua?tion by the Secretary
General of Tourism of Spain
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natura 2000
Tourism Network Of Nature-

Watching Space Local Action GroupS
30 spanish LAGS

Description of the project

Objectives

The aim is to equip rural areas of planning strategic principles
from participatory, cooperative and commissioning
sustainable socio-economic value values of the Natura 2000
network.

Main actions
 Knowledge and analysis of Tourism experiences
nature observation
* Training sessions and exchange of knowledge and
* experience
» Defining a global strategy and developing strategic

E 2009-2011 . Terrltorl_aland global plans
* Promotion
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Tourism Network Of Nature-
Watching Space

Difficulties
* It was a huge field work

* No funds for personal staff
* Not enough time to develop the plans

Results

* More than 300 meetings with local businessman
* More than 15 official presentations

» 28 strategic territorial plans, 1 global plans

Added value of the project

* Well sized
Knowledge from Leader Il
* Same base more partners

E 2009-2011




The European Network for Ornithological Tourism (RETO)
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Basic pillars of the project

Personal.
To have a cooperation team full time
It’s necessary to have specific and stable staff with specific
and stable founds

Building the project:
Study the limitations of a project / of a LAG
To prepare so well the preliminary plan
Involve local actors
Links with Public Administration
Look for (good vs interesting) partners
Communication
Needing to give results to civil society
Timming

End of the project:
Evaluation of the project
Sharing the knowledge

Reflections:

Evolution of a Project in 10 years (Trasnational till national
Project)
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Conclusions

Partners from Europe at the beginning, partners from Spain at the end. Administrative/
bureaucracy; and legal difficulties. Different countries, different times, different mentalities...
Cooperation is the way to develop the whole territory. Leader program is not only to give
subventions.

It’s important to build an European mentality. European global vision for the citizens.

We’ve tried to work in European Directives to develop from the territory. Nature 2000 Network is
a tool that should be develop by Administration. Please use us! (Bottom up)

Cooperation is not only a complement of Leader. is a real and strategic way to obtain the

results of the Development Rural Program of each territory and in network.

Cooperation could help to develop the territory but is not the solution to fix all problems.

This axis contribute to develop the strategy of it.

If you work hard, you have well results. We need a little bit money, good partners, work in network

with local people, continue with the enthusiasm, being happy with our work.
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Thanks for your kind attention



