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Sweden – a long coast line



Strengthening the competitiveness in farming and forestry 

Protecting biodiversity

Preserving cultural heritage

Meet the climate challenges and develop renewable energy

Create new employment

Increase the number of enterprises with new products and 
services

Increase the number of visiting tourists

Village renewal and development

Better service and access to broadband

Swedish RDP 

SEK 36,5 billion, aiming at: 



A National Rural Network (NRN) 

in all EU member states

The EU RDP article 68: Each Member State shall establish a 
national rural network, which groups the organisations and 
administrations involved in rural development.

In Sweden understood:

”…to bring together parties involved in or affected by the Rural 
Development Programme, through information activities, exchanges of 

experience…… 

to improve its implementation and strengthen its potential 
for rural development. … serve as

a national and transnational forum for wide-ranging exchange 

of information …… 

to broaden dialogue on implementation at and between 
local, regional, national and international levels.” 
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The aim of  the network Improve the implementation 

Strengthen its potential for rural development 

Exchange of  information, 

excperience and methods

Broad dialogue 

between local, regional,

national and inter-
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The purpose of the Swedish 

Rural Network
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Type of  activities



A formal, official network

Basic structure

• Members:

All actors at national level working with rural development

• A Steering Committee of 11 members

• Network (service) Unit at the Managing Authority

• Activities driven by the members



Förstå vad och hur vi 

behöver agera

Hållbar 

landsbygdsutveckling

Steering group

Service

Unit

100 national actors 

and 63 LAGs

63 LAGs
Thematic groups

Scien-

tific

council

Chairmen

Managers 

coord. group

Acting both together in 

co-operation and individually



Some of the member 

organisations
Swedish Association for Breeding of Warm Blood Race Horses

National Federation of Community Halls

Swedish Biodiversity Centre

Farmers Union, LRF

Swedish mapping, cadastral and land registration authority (Lantmäteriet)

Ecological Farmers

Swedish Society for Nature Conservation

Swedish Board of Fishery

National Association All Sweden Shall Live (The village movement)

Swedish Federation of Rural Economy and Agricultural Societies, HUSH

Leader LAG:s

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

County Administrations

Association Young in Rural Areas

Royal Academy for Forestry and Agriculture

Many more



Network activities

• Yearly

– 2 network conferences

– 1 national Leader conference

– 1 Rural Gala with awards for best practice

• Meetings with Leader managers and chairmen

• ”Cheques” for member activities

• ”Cheques” to LAGs for transnational cooperation

• Telephone Think Tanks 

• Training and education

• Thematic working groups

• Animation activities for the RDP

• Support measures for LAGs 

• Newsletter

• Web site



Collecting and 

analysing experiences

Hållbar 

landsbygdsutveckling

 Thematic working groups

 Gender equality

 Integration

 Youth

 Community planning

 Environmental challenges

 Local risk capital

 ”Think Tanks”:

 The RDP implementation

 CAP post 2013

 Think tanks on demand

Local food processing

Entrepreneurship

 Surveys 

 Regional partnerships

 Cooperation LAGs/County Adm

 Research ”shadows”

 Good practice – yearly Rural 

Best



Hållbar 

landsbygdsutveckling

Participation in international 

thematic groups

• Focus groups: Bottom up approach, Transnational co-
operation….

• Relevant examples (success factors, innovations, transferability, 
sustainability, effectiveness)

• Forestry

• Social farming

• Rural Entrepreneurship

• EU Commission Thematic Working Groups







Thank you!

Please feel free to contact us at the Swedish Rural Network

first name.family name@jordbruksverket.se

www.landsbygdsnatverket.se

www.leaderplus.se

mailto:firstname.familyname@jordbruksverket.se
http://www.landsbygdsnatverket.se/
http://www.leaderplus.se/


www.landsbygdsnatverket.se



International networking

The Contact Point for 

ENRD

The hub for transnational 

cooperation

Lots of direct interatction

CP



Experiences from LEADER II 

and Leader+

Networking linked people and competences

Created capacity building

Created personal relations

Lifted good examples

Facilitated cooperation projects

Gathered and distributed information

Created a Competence Pool

Etc……


