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Rural development in Italy 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Regions are the Managing Authorities 
and responsible for the on going 

evaluation 

Drafted under the responsibility of 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Forestry Policies 

 “Agricultural Policy” Ministry is the Managing 
Authority 
80 million of euros for “EU compulsory” and 
“national” measures 
Implementing administrations (INEA,ISMEA,SIN) 

Network structure in thematic task forces 
 
3 general objectives: 
- improve the governance 
- improve the “planning and implementation 
capability” 
- exchange best practice 

 

1 National Strategic Plan 

21 Rural Development 
Programs (RDPs) 

1 National Program «Rural Network » 
 

Competitiveness 

Convergence 



NRN organogram  



Scope of the presentation 
• Focus on Monitoring & Evaluation TASK FORCE 

• Monitoring and Evaluation System is a strategic element of Italian 
NRN 

• Past heritage and continuity of the work carried out during 
previous programming periods  

• Exchange and discussion place on strategic themes relating to 
rural development policy in Italy 

• Objectives:  

• To spread an evaluation culture and to build evaluative and 
governance capacity at national, regional and local level 

• To enlarge knowledge of the context where policies (not only rural) 
work and of the effects on territories 

• To create a community of practice and learning 
 



Approach 
 Networking  

Systematic method of work: integration and involvement of RD and 
external stakeholders (other policies, thematic experts, scientific 
community : 

– At national level (other TFs, Mipaaf, other NRN partner, 
other policies administrations, other networks) 

– At regional/local level (Regions, delegated institutions, socio 
economic partners)  

– At European level (EERDN) 

 Communication and transparency 

Feedback into policy making processes 

“Telling” to rural territories in cooperation with the evaluators 

 Participation   

Inclusive process representing the complexity of the rural areas 

 

 



Activities 
Scientific and operative support: steering regional and local processes 
and providing tools to better organize the evaluation activities and the 
use of evaluation results.  

 

“networking” functions:  Stimulating the links between institutions and 
partners and the participation and discussion on specific themes, 
encouraging the best practice and innovative solutions exchange and 
“capitalization”, going beyond the “sectorial segmentation”.  

 

Communication and information: spreading the opportunities and the 
results of rural policy; addressing on the role that stakeholders can play 
in evaluation processes; orienting a more conscious participation of 
internal and external stakeholders to the issues of rural development.  

 



Activities tools 1 
• Support  
Evaluation governance capacity 
building action for a robust on 
going framework of evaluation:  
participation to SG, guidelines, 
training, participation in self 
evaluation processes, e.g. Leader. 
Evaluation capacity building action 
analysis and study activity, 
steering methodologies (e.g.  
FADN, ad hoc sample and 
counterfactual analysis; macro-
economics models for impact 
analysis of RD policy), pilot 
evaluative projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activities tools 2 

• Networking  and best practice exchange  
Thematic working groups practice; 

events on specific themes: congresses, seminars, workshops; 

study visit in Italy and in other European countries;  

cooperation with European and  

other international and  

national networks.  

  

EENRD, evaluators, regional  

Administrations, LAGs, Regional policy,  

thematic experts and researchers,  

other countries, farmers  

organizations, academics,  

UN organizations (FAO, IFAD),  

environmental associations   

 

… 



• Information and communication 
 
E – platforms and NRN website 
implementation, as both information and 
participatory tools, e-journals and 
newsletter, 
training courses (e-Valprog) and other 
learning events (Evaluation results),   
DB informative systems (CCI, GeoGAL, 
Integrated projects monitoring system. 
 
 

Activities tools 3  



www.reterurale.it/bestof  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

E valprog E-learning course on the Evaluation of  
Rural Development Programmes 

 
 

Partner: RRN, Associazione Bartola-AGRIREGIONIEUROPA 
 
For whom? Managing authorities, regional and local administrations 
and authorities sharing RDPs implementation, socio economic 
partners, all those who are interested in the evaluation of socio-
economic policies (evaluators, researchers and academic community, 
professional organizations, civic associations, etc.) 
 
Aims: Arising awareness and consolidating a culture of evaluation 
and the vision that it is a useful tool for the policy making 
processes, by: 
- sharing and exchanging knowledge and improving the 

competencies in evaluation; 
- Disseminating basic knowledge on the theory of evaluation and  

on the European and national approach; 
- providing tools and information to better organize  the  

evaluation activities. 

 

 



Didactic method: Moodle open 
source platform, access is free and 
always available; entry and 
verification tests for each module; 
bibliographic references; tutorial 
support; each lesson is conducted by 
an expert of the subject; basic 
computer skills  
E- Valprog is available on the 
websites of the National Rural 
Network (www.reterurale.it) and 
Agriregionieuropa 
(www.agriregionieuropa.it ) 

10 modules split into three parts: 
1. Evaluation: approaches, 

methodologies, techniques 
2. The evaluation of the RD in the 

UE  
3. The monitoring of the RD in 

the UE  
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• Costs: 40.000 EUR 

• Duration: January 2012 – on going (and waiting to be 
updated …) 

• Participants n. 314   

 

Benefits: access free and always available, customizable 
contents, broaden participation, immediate control of the 
understanding of the topic covered, monitoring, forum of 
discussion, basic computer skills and internet access needed. 

Critical points: lessons targeting, potential greater difficulty 
in comprehension, motivations decreasing, students 
performance judging system, animation actions. 

E valprog E-learning course on the Evaluation of  
Rural Development Programmes 

 

Teaching staff 10 

Students 130 (different sectors) 

Visitors 174 



Regional Level 

European 

level 

Local level 

EC 

The networking governance system of M&E TF 

National 

Rural 

Network TFs 

National level 

PA, 

Stat. 

ag. 

M&E TF 

National 

Strategic 

Framework 
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intern. 

org   

Scientific 

community 



Value added of networking 

 NRN is enriching and strengthening our 
functions by making them systematic: 

 

Evaluation as learning process  

Co-production of knowledge   

Sharing the results of our activity through 
different tools adapted to specific themes      



Lessons learnt and purposes for 
future 

Still not structured and systematic the presence 
of a important part of stakeholders (local 
administrations, university, research institutes, 
civil society, farmers, etc.) within the evaluation 
processes. 

  Evaluation still perceived as something formal, 
belonging only to policy level. 

Next NRN: to broaden the evaluation community 
and build a community of practice, making all 
relevant stakeholders actual part of the NRN.  

 

 



      

Thank you for attention!  

 

Martina Bolli 

Italian National Rural Network - INEA 

www.reterurale.it  

www.reterurale.it/bestof/documents 

bolli@inea.it 
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