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French rural agenda: 

Turning the French 
countryside

into the territories of 
tomorrow

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAYnq6vybfA


The context
- 30 % of population in rural areas 
- Half population would like to live in rural areas
- But a strong feeling of failing public policies for 
Rural areas  → yellow jacket crises in 2018



Rural agenda :

Major public consultation (nationwide
debate after yellow jacket crisis)

Result is an action plan  which
includes 181 measures to support the 
inclusion of rural areas in terms of 
health, mobility, youth and 
employment ;

3 objectives :

- A revalorisation of rurality

- An improvement in the daily life of 
people living in rural areas 

- Less top-down, more local decisions 



Measures are very concrete :  connected
campuses, 1000 café initiatives, small railway 
lines, youth mentorship, technical assistance 
for local communities, public services at less
than 30’ distance for all rural inhabitants.



Rural agenda method: cooperative governance

• Large public consultation ( nationwide debate)

• Multi-level concertation and  management (named people 
responsible at local  level,  in different ministries)

• Breaking down silos

• Testing innovation and developing new practices by demonstration

In order to ensure the effective 
implementation of each measure, a specific

governance system has been set up with
monitoring committees. A dedicated State 

Secretariat was established in July 2020.



1600 communities received
a national label:
Petites villes de demain
(small towns of tomorrow) 
with significant state 
technical support 



2. Recovery Plan, to improve the rural agenda

€5 billion from the National 
Recovery plan  will benefit rural 
territories



The Recovery Plan is an amplifier for the rural agenda

240 M€ for digital 
connectivity

More measures for 
youth

Fiscal measures for 
rehabilitating cultural 
heritage in the « small
towns of tomorrow »

Subsidies for 
accomodation and 
food enterprises in 
rural areas

New rurality contracts
(local contracts for 
the recovery and 
environmental
transition)

Significant new funding (+ 
80 M€) for local food
governance projects



800 young volunteers in 
enterprises
200 this year and 400 next year
young volunteers in 
administration
Mentorship and civil services in 
association for rural communities



Significant new funding (+ 80 M€) for local 
food governenance projets

Objective : to support more 
than 300 local projects
(already more than100)



€300 million more
for small rail lines



€240 million more for digital connectivity



Improvement for small shops 
in villages: 
• Support 1 000 restaurants
• Some tax reductions
• New « licences IV » , 

specific authorisation to 
open a bar in small village


