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LAG’s application process

1st round call for 
LAGs

April 2020 →

Applications   
May 2021

Selection
committee and 

evaluation

Autumn 2021

Feedback for 
LAGs

• Description and 
analysis of the area and 
it’s needs

• Dynamic network
analysis

2. round call for 
LAGs and LDSs
for 2023-2027

Winter 2022

2nd phase
applications

June 2022

Selection
committee and 

evaluation

Autumn 2022

Selection of LAGs
and LDSs

End of 2022

LAGs operational

Beginning of 
2023

Future of LEADER process started in 2016, CAP preparations 2017, LEADER evaluation 2019

Future of LEADER post 2027



LDS’s evaluation criteria

Description and 
analysis of the

area and its needs

Objectives, targets, 
results, planned

actions and financial
plan

Management, 
monitoring and 

evaluation

Animation, 
cooperation, 
networking

Innovativeness in 
the local context

Community
involvement in 
preparing the

strategiy

Coherent and logical strategy – written for the specific area and its people –

inspiring and insightful
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Burning issues

• Small LAGs and depopulating rural areas

• What is a viable LAG area post 2027? 

• Cooperation between LAGs (54) and regional authorities (15)

• EAFRD funding is directed mainly to sparsely populated and rural heartland areas, 
less in rural areas near cities. CLLD is needed in all areas. 

• LEADER’s role in supporting businesses

• Possibilities to support social enterprises and non-profit businesses

• New flat rate model for running costs and animation

• ~ 15-25% depending on the total public contribution to the strategy

• Paid on the basis of financial progress of the strategy implementation
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Thank you!

laura.janis@gov.fi
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For ideas on a human scale! 


