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I. SUMMARY 

France has set itself two objectives, pursuant to article 3 of Directive 2012/27/EU on energy efficiency (EED), 
to reduce its final energy consumption to 131.4 Mtep and its primary energy consumption to 236.3 Mtep in 
2020 (excluding international air transport). Moreover, France is on track to achieve its objective of 12 Mtep 
of energy savings in 2016, set by Directive 2006/32/EC on energy services (ESD) with around 6.3 Mtep of 
energy savings between 2007 and 2011 and 9 Mtep of energy savings between 2007 and 2012 (excluding 
the tertiary sector). 

Today the main policies and measures implemented to achieve these existing objectives are described 
sector by sector. 

The building sector, representing 44.5% of Franceôs final energy consumption in 2012, constitutes a major 
challenge for energy efficiency policies. The 2012 thermal regulations aim to improve the energy 
performance of new buildings and should generate energy savings in the order of 1.15 Mtep in 2020. The 
housing energy efficiency improvement plan (Le plan de r®novation ®nerg®tique de lôhabitat - PREH) aims to 
accelerate the renovation of existing housing stock, relying in particular on the network of Renovation 
Information Service Points (Points Rénovation Information Services - PRIS) and to achieve a better 
articulation of existing systems (sustainable development tax credit, interest-free eco-loané). The battle 
against energy poverty is fought in particular through the actions of the French National Housing Agency 
(lôagence nationale de lôhabitat-ANAH) and its ñHabiter mieux ï Living betterò programme. 

The transport sector represents 31.9% of Franceôs final energy consumption in 2012. The implementation of 
the measures in this sector mainly aims to support a modal shift and improvement of the energy efficiency of 
the means of transport used. In 2013, the ecological bonus-malus scheme allowed France to become one of 
the new vehicle markets with the lowest CO2 emissions in Europe (in the order of 117g CO2/km). The 
implementation of performance improvement measures of new vehicles will enable a saving of around 2.2 
Mtep in 2020. 

In the industry sector, French policies on energy efficiency are based, in particular, on the European Directive 
2003/87/EC establishing a scheme for greenhouse gas emission trading within the European Union, as well 
as financial incentives, regulatory measures (including mandatory energy audits introduced by article 8 of the 
EED), support for normalisation procedures and for the development of more efficient technologies, in 
particular through future investments. 

The agricultural sector also implements a number of energy-efficiency improvement measures,including the 
Energy Performance Plan for agricultural holdings (energy savings and conversion to renewable energies) 
and a modernisation plan for livestock buildings. 

The exemplary actions of the State and the territorial authorities in part focus on the renovation of public 
buildings. Certain actions are also dedicated to public procurement and a territorial distribution of energy and 
climate policies through Territorial Climate-Energy Plans and Regional Climate, Air and Energy Schemes. 

Finally, important measures allow multi-sectorial energy savings. In particular, this is the case of Energy 
Savings Certificates (ESC), for which the third period was announced pursuant to article 7 of the EED. Eco-
design or waste prevention measures also have a greater impact on reductions in energy consumption. The 
French market for energy efficiency services is growing and was estimated at around EUR 7.2 billion in 2013 
Issues relating to metering, billing or even the development of networks are equally important sources for the 
improvement of energy efficiency. 
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II. ENERGY EFFICIENCY ACTION PLAN FOR 
FRANCE 

The directive 2012/27/EU on energy efficiency (EED) establishes a common framework of measures for the 
promotion of energy efficiency within the European Union. This contributes to reaching the 20% target on 
energy efficiency for 2020 and paves the way for further energy efficiency improvements beyond that date. 

The Member States have set a target in terms of an absolute level of primary energy consumption and final 
energy consumptions by 2020 (article 3)

1
. The energy savings target of 9% for 2016, set by the previous 

directive 2006/32/EC on energy services (called ESD), still remains valid (article 27 of the EED). 

The objective of this report is to describe the policies and measures implemented in order to achieve these 
various objectives pursuant to article 24 of the EED. The achievement of the volumes of energy savings set 
within the framework of the ESD and EED directives will be described in detail. 

1. Continual improvement of energy efficiencyé 

France has a final energy intensity
2
 among the weakest of the European Union. This Figure 1 represents 

Franceôs position among the countries of the European Union in terms of final energy intensity in 2011. 
 

 

Figure 1. Ranking of the countries in the European Union by final energy intensity in 2011 (source : 
Odyssée) 

Number Figure 2 summarises the evolution of Franceôs final energy consumption between 1970 and 2012 
sector by sector. After two decades of growth, Franceôs final energy consumption (adjusted for climatic 
difference) was virtually stable between 2001 and 2008 at around 160 Mtep per year, reflecting the efficiency 
of public policies in favour of the improvement of Franceôs energy efficiency. Since 2009, this consumption 
has decreased to a level of around 155 Mtep, reflecting the effect of energy efficiency policies but also of the 
concomitant effect of the economic crisis. 

                                                 
1 Objectives fixed for France in its first annual report published in 2013, available for consultation at the website 

http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Directive-efficacite-energetique.html 
2 Energy intensity is the relationship between energy consumption and gross domestic product (GDP) 
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Figure 2: Evolution of Franceôs final energy consumption between 1970 and 2012, adjusted for 
climatic differences, sector by sector (source : SOeS, 2012 energy balance) 

The annual report (see Annex 2) gives a detailed description of the evolution of energy consumptions sector 
by sector. 

 

2. ésupported by an ambitious energy strategy 

2.1. A long-term vision 

The guidelines of the energy policy appear under article L.100-1 of the Energy Code: 

- Ensure security of supply; 

- Maintain competitive energy prices; 

- Safeguard human health and the environment, in particular by fighting a worsening of the 
greenhouse effect; 

- Guarantee social and territorial cohesion by ensuring that everyone has access to energy. 

These are long-term objectives, which set a cap for energy policy actions for the next 30 years. To achieve 
them, four major areas have been defined: 

- Managing energy demand; 

- Diversifying the energy mix; 

- Developing research and innovation in the energy sector; 

- Ensuring means of transport and storage adapted to requirements. 

 

Transport industry 

Residential-

Tertiary industry  

Steel industry 
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2.2. Franceôs commitments with regards to energy efficiency 

a Objectives pursuant to the European ESD and EED directives 

In order to meet the requirements of the ESD directive, France has set itself an indicative target to achieve in 
2016 of a final volume of energy savings of around 12 Mtep

3
. The intermediate target for 2010, set during the 

first National Energy Efficiency Action Plan (NEEAP) in France in 2008, was around 5 Mtep. 

Moreover, pursuant to article 3 of the EED, France has set itself the objectives presented in table 1 below on 
energy consumption in 2020 (excluding international aviation). 

 

 Target 

Final energy consumption in 2020 (in Mtep)  131.4 

Primary energy consumption in 2020 (in Mtep) 236.3 

Table 1. Franceôs objectives under article 3 of the EED 

 

b Sectorial objectives 

Extremely ambitious objectives for all economic sectors were fixed by law No. 2009-967 of 3 August 2009, in 
particular (see section on buildings and transport): 

- Energy-demand management in buildings through technology breakthrough programmes in new 
buildings and radical work to improve energy efficiency in existing buildings. Among new buildings, 
the number of low-energy buildings has grown since 2012 and positive energy buildings will be the 
norm from 2020. In existing buildings, an objective to reduce consumptions by 38% by 2020 has 
been fixed; 

- Rapid development of non-road and non-air modes of transport. A set of measures has been 
implemented to encourage a shift towards modes of transport which produce the least greenhouse 
gas emissions and atmospheric pollutants and to improve the efficiency of the modes of transport 
used. 

 

3. Assessment of energy savings 

3.1. Estimation of energy consumption levels in 2020 

In 2013, the Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy (Le Minist¯re de lôEcologie, du 
D®veloppement Durable et de lôEnergie- MEDDE) updated the ñProspective scenariosò driven by the 
Directorate General for Energy and Climate (Direction G®n®rale de lôEnergie du Climat-DGEC), the General 
Commission for Sustainable Development (Commissariat Général au Développement Durable-CGDD) and 
the French Environment and Energy Management Agency (lôAgence de lôEnvironnement et de Maîtrise de 
lôEnergie-ADEME). A reminder of the methodology used appears in Annex 3. 

These scenarios allow to consolidate the target fixed by France under article 3 of the EED. Table 2 below, 
based on modelling work, describes the sectorial distribution of the final energy consumption in 2020 (in 
Mtep). 

                                                 
3 This figure corresponds to 9% of Franceôs average final energy consumption, net of aviation, international marine bunkers and 

consumers of final energy subject to the SCEQE directive (The EU Emissions Trading System ï EU-ETS). The uncertainty created 
by this last term means that the target of 12 Mtep for 2016 is an overestimate of the indicative target as defined by the ESD 
Directive. 
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Sector Consumption 
(Mtep) 

Final energy Residential sector 31.9 

 Tertiary sector 16.8 

 Transport sector
4
 42.5 

 Industry sector 35.9 

 Agricultural sector 4.3 

 Subtotal 131.4 

   

Energy consumption Refining 2.83 

 Thermal power generation 0.72 

 National usage 5.20 

 Losses and adjustments 79.72 

 Subtotal 88.5 

Final non-energy consumption  16.4 

Total primary energy consumption  236.3 

Table 2. Sectorial distribution of energy consumption in 2020 (Mtep) (source: MEDDE) 

 
The actual achievement of these ambitious objectives depends on dealing adequately with several vigilance 
points and in particular:  

- The actual rate for the total period of renovation of the existing building stock. As far as public 
buildings are concerned, the context of the reduction in public expenditure is likely to increase this 
risk; 

- Maintaining for the whole period the incentives supporting this rate of innovation; 

- Strengthening of a modal shift of freight transport: an extremely ambitious objective has been set to 
achieve a partial shift of 25% towards non-road and non-air transport by the end of 2022 (against 
currently 12.4%). Its achievement will require great efforts; 

- The actual adaptive capacity of industries and sectors (innovation and breakthrough technologies, 
etc.); 

- The level of involvement of all players and the efficiency of complementary measures (training, 
changes in behaviour); 

3.2. Assessment of energy savings pursuant to the ESD directive 

a Methodology  

In order to assess progress with reference to the targets fixed by the ESD directive (amount of energy 
savings to be achieved in 2010 and 2016), indicators have been calculated based on top-down methods 
recommended by the European Commission. With only 2011 data being available for all economic sectors, 
progress in the achievement of the ESD target was calculated between 2007 and 2011. Nevertheless, the 

                                                 
4 Excluding international aviation estimated at 5.8 Mtep in 2020 
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volume of energy savings could be calculated between 2007 and 2012 excluding, however, the tertiary 
sector for which data was not available at the moment calculations were made. All the data used in the 
framework for this assessment is available in Annex 3. 

Energy savings were calculated in the same way as the 2011 NEEAP, with the same calculation options 
privileging so-called ñpreferredò indicators. In compliance with the recommendations of the European 
Commission

5
, only positive indicators translating the result of the efforts made in terms of energy efficiency 

are recognised. 

These indicators were calculated with the help of the teams from the Odyssée-Mure (ADEME and Enerdata) 
project and of the MEDDEôs statistical services (SOeS- Observation and Statistics Office). 

b Results: Progress with reference to the ESD target for 2016 

Energy savings between 2007 and 2011 (see details below) are estimated at 6.293 Mtep. Energy savings 
between 2007 and 2012 are estimated at 9.039 Mtep (excluding the tertiary sector). Taking into account the 
intermediate target for 2010 set at 5 Mtep and the target for 2016 set at 12 Mtep, it appears that France is 
ahead of schedule with reference to the achievement of the target set under the ESD directive. 

Details of energy savings are described by sector in table 3 below. 

 

The calculation of these indicators requires some methodological clarifications:  

- Regarding the residential sector, the P2 indicator (air-conditioning) cannot be calculated in the 
absence of data on the energy consumption of air-conditioning and the number of hot days. 

- In the tertiary sector, the P7 indicator relative to electricity consumption did not show any energy 
savings. 

- In the transport sector, with regard to the energy consumption of trucks and commercial vehicles, 
two indicators are suggested in the recommended methods: 

đ The P9 indicator (energy consumption of trucks and commercial vehicles reduced to tonnes-
kilometres). This indicator is markedly negative. P9 = -0.870 Mtep 

đ The alternative A2 indicator (energy consumption of trucks and commercial vehicles by vehicle). 
This indicator is markedly positive: A2 = 1.280 Mtep 

This incoherence between the P2 and A2 indicators shows a lack of robustness when taking into 
account the economic crisis (generally more efficient vehicles, but travelling without being loaded in 
the best possible way, due to the decline in business). In order to consider under the best light the 
impact of the economic crisis, energy savings have been divided between trucks and commercial 
vehicles as seen in the Odyssée project framework. For trucks, a specific consumption indicator per 
tonne-kilometre is used, as they are responsible for most freight traffic (calculation of the P9 
indicator exclusively for lorries). For commercial vehicles, a specific consumption indicator (in 
tep/vehicle) is calculated; it did not show any energy savings. 

- In the transport sector, the P10 (energy consumption in rail passenger transport), P11 (energy 
consumption in rail freight transport), P12 (market share for public passenger transport), P13 (market 
share of rail and waterway freight) and M7 (energy consumption of waterway transport) indicators 
are negative. 

- In the industry sector, the estimate of the EU-ETS sector share (excluding the ESD directive) sector 
by sector is based on expert opinion. 

- Each sectorial subtotal was calculated according to the a) methods recommended by the European 
Commission 

                                                 
5 The reply of the NEEAP HELPDESK of 15 April 2011 
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Sector Indicator Energy 
savings 
between 2007 
and 2011 

Energy 
savings 
between 2007 
and 2012 

Residential 
sector 

P1 indicator (heating) 3.801 Mtep 5.801 Mtep 

 P3 Indicator (hot water) 0.241 Mtep 0.310 Mtep 

 P4 indicator (household appliances) 0.155 Mtep 0.201 Mtep 

 P5 Indicator (lighting) 0.178 Mtep 0.249 Mtep 

 Subtotal 4.377 Mtep 6.581 Mtep 

Tertiary sector P6 indicator (non-electricity consumption) 0.127 Mtep Not available 

 Subtotal 0.127 Mtep Not available 

Transport 
sector 

P8 indicator (energy consumption of light-duty 
vehicles reduced to passenger kilometres) 

0.418 Mtep 0.682 Mtep 

 P9 indicator (relative to the energy consumption 
of trucks) 

0.364 Mtep 0.493 Mtep 

 Subtotal 0.782 Mtep 1.175 Mtep 

Industry sector P14 indicator (energy consumption per 
production unit) - Chemistry 

0.395 Mtep 0.336 Mtep 

 P14 Indicator ï mining industry 0.001 Mtep - 

 P14 indicator ï steel industry 0.009 Mtep - 

 P14 indicator ï timber industry - 0.277 Mtep 

 P14 indicator ï paper industry 0.057 Mtep - 

 P14 indicator ï Food industry 0.302 Mtep 0.328 Mtep 

 P14 indicator ï Textile industry 0.025 Mtep 0.009 Mtep 

 P14 indicator ï Transport equipment 0.098 Mtep 0.013 Mtep 

 P14 indicator ï Construction industry 0.116 Mtep 0.083 Mtep 

 P14 indicator ï Other industries - 0.233 Mtep 

 Subtotal 1.004 Mtep 1.282 Mtep 

All sectors Grand total 6.293 Mtep 9.039 Mtep 
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Table 3. Distribution of sectorial energy savings achieved between 2007 and 2011 (source: 
ADEME/Enerdata, the Odyssée-Mure project) 

3.3. Assessment of key measures 

In order to provide a decision-making tool and to be in a position to evaluate to what extent the proposed 
policies will participate in achieving the objectives of a reduction of Franceôs greenhouse gas emissions, the 
MEDDE has developed a tool to quantify the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions allowing an evaluation 
of the impact of each individual main policy and measure. The aim of this tool, called SceGES

6
 that stands 

for Scénarisation des Emissions de Gaz à Effet de Serre ï Scenarios of Green House Gas Emissions, is to 
favour a homogenization and methodological consistency of evaluations in the long-term, by giving the State 
a set of unique parameters and by supplying calculation outputs in compliance with the format required by 
European and International organisations.  

This tool also allows to obtain an output calculation of the final energy savings resulting from the evaluated 
measure. SceGES has been used to estimate the impact of both key policies and measures in terms of final 
energy savings within the scope of the current action plan and in terms of reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions within the context of the report on surveillance mechanisms

7
. The bottom-up methodology used is 

described in Annex 3. 

 

The following measures were evaluated thanks to this tool: 

- Buildings: 2012 thermal regulations, interest-free eco-loan (Eco-PTZ), sustainable development tax 
credit, social housing eco-loan (Eco-PLS); 

- Transport: measures regarding the performance of new vehicles (bonus-malus scheme, European 
regulations), eco-tax on trucks; 

- Agriculture: implementation of mobile test centres for the regulation of tractors
8
. 

- Energy: regulation of the Eco-design directive on light bulbs (ban of incandescent bulbs), domestic 
tax on the consumption of energy products. 

 

The results of each assessment are presented at the end of the description of each measure in chapter III of 
the plan in the form of text-boxes. 

A specific bottom-up assessment method was used to estimate the impact of the energy saving certificate 
system (ESC) in terms of final energy savings. The ex-post assessment of the final energy savings resulting 
from the actions implemented by the 31st November 2013 is based on the analysis of the ESC in the context 
of the main standardised operations carried out. It is completed with an ex-ante assessment of the third and 
fourth period of the system (2015-2017 and 2018-2020) based on the hypothesis of the same objective of 
220 TWhcumac/year. Details of the methodology and assumptions used are presented in Annex 3. 

A specific method was also used to assess the energy savings resulting from waste recycling (see ñEnergy ò 
section). 

It must be underlined that key measures were evaluated individually. Franceôs energy efficiency strategy is 
based on a set of measures targeting the same sector while also addressing various limitations (investment 
aid, information and consumer mobilisation, regulations, é). Therefore, the same energy saving action

9
 

could be generated from several measures at the same time (interest-free eco-loan, ESC, tax credit, support 

from Energy Information Centres, é) that cannot be aggregated without double -counting . These overlaps 

were very difficult to assess. The assessment of the individual measures presented in the plan shall be 
considered separately. The analysis of the impact of each program of measures, targeting each economic 

                                                 
6 The SceGES tool was developed under the guidance of the Directorate General for Energy and Climate (DGEC) of the MEDDE by 

a group of specialised external consultants (Centre Energétique des Procédés - Armines, Energy Domain, CITEPA- 
Interprofessional Technical Centre for Studies on Atmospheric Pollution, INRA-National Institute For Agricultural Research and 
Solagro). 

7 Pursuant to paragraph 2 of article 3 of Commission Decision No 280/2004/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 
February 2004. 

8 The objective of this measure is to carry out a direct bottom-up evaluation without using the SceGES tool, the methodology of 
which is presented in the same chapter (see Annex 3). 

9 For example, replacement of heating equipment with more energy efficient equipment. 
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sector, was carried out via the prospective ñEnergy-Climate-Air ò scenarios described previously. 

 

Measure Proportion 
Final energy savings 

2010 2013 2016 2020 

2012 Thermal regulations: Residential-Tertiary 
sectors 

- - 0.41 Mtep 1.15 Mtep 

CIDD (inter-ministerial 
committee for sustainable 
development)  

Residential-Tertiary 
sectors 

- 0.78 Mtep 0.93 Mtep 1.08 Mtep 

Eco-PTZ ï interest-free eco 
loans 

Residential-Tertiary 
sectors 

- 0.18 Mtep 0.19 Mtep 0.19 Mtep 

Eco-PLS ï social-housing 
loans 

Residential-Tertiary 
sectors 

- 0.35 Mtep 0.65 Mtep 1.03 Mtep 

Eco-tax on trucks Transport - - 0.165 Mtep 0.168 Mtep 

Improvement of the 
performance of new vehicles 

Transport 0.1 Mtep - 1.1 Mtep 2.2 Mtep 

Mobile engine test centres Agricultural sector 3.5 ktep - 23.2 ktep 36 ktep 

ESC Energy - 2.5 Mtep 5.17 Mtep 9.29 Mtep 

Eco-design (light-bulbs) Energy - 0.46 Mtep 0.76 Mtep 0.75 Mtep 

Eco-design (televisions) Energy - - - 0.3 Mtep 

Waste prevention Energy 2.53 Mtep - - - 

TICPE ï Taxe 
Intérieure de 
Consommatio
n sur les 
Produits 
Energétiques - 
domestic 
consumption 
tax on energy 
products 

GAS OIL 

Energy 

- 4.9 Mtep 4.3 Mtep 4.1 Mtep 

Petrol - 0.5 Mtep 0.4 Mtep 0.3 Mtep 

Table 4. Assessment of the energy savings generated by the main key measures (source: MEDDE). 
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III. POLICIES AND MEASURES IMPLEMENTED BY 
FRANCE 

1. The residential-tertiary sector 

1.1. Current situation 

The residential-tertiary sector represented 44.5% of the final energy consumption of France in 2012, the 
equivalent of 68.7 Mtep. This is the main consumer sector of final energy, ahead of the transport and industry 
sectors. 

The energy mix of the residential and tertiary sectors are rather different. Renewable energies represent 
20% of the final residential energy consumption, mainly of wood, but only 4% in the tertiary sector. The 
proportion of electricity is far more significant in the tertiary sector (53%) than in the residential one (30%), 
due to an intensive use of electronic office systems and air-conditioning. 

The evolution of the final energy consumption of the residential-tertiary sector between 1970 and 2012, 
according to type of energy is presented in Figure 3. The energy mix of the residential-tertiary sector has 
significantly been transformed since the 70s. The use of coal has almost disappeared; petrol products are 
steadily declining. The consumption of natural gas and electricity has highly developed. 

Final energy consumption of the residential and tertiary sectors 
data adjusted for climatic differences, expressed in Mtep 

 
SOeS calculations, according to data on energy 

 

Figure 3. Final energy consumption in the residential and tertiary sectors adjusted for climatic 
differences, expressed in Mtep, between 1970 and 2012 (source: SOeS, 2012 energy balance) 

Compared to 2011, the consumption of petrol products in 2012 fell by -7.0% in the residential sector and by -
7.9% in the tertiary sector confirming the steady decline in petrol products since the beginning of the 80s. 
Increases in 2011 (+3.2% in the residential sector and particularly in the tertiary sector +9.4%) largely due to 
the consumption of storable energy (fuel oil, coal, GPL), were addressed in the energy procurement balance 
without adjustments for stocks variations between the beginning and the end of the period. Economic agents 
can advance or delay their purchases, according to the state of their stocks and their needs and their 
expectations for future price changes. With price volatility being high just like in weather forecasting, 
purchases can significantly fluctuate from one year to the other, and this makes an interpretation of annual 
fluctuations difficult. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that in the long-term, there is a reduction in the 

Electricity 

Gas 

Oil 

Coal 

Renewable 

energy 
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consumption of petrol products: on average -3.1% per year between 2007 and 2012. 

The consumption of natural gas evolved in parallel in the two sectors: -1.7% in 2012, then in 2011, +4.4% in 
the residential sector and +4.2% in the tertiary sector. In 2012 the decreases recorded for the years previous 
to 2011 continued. 

In 2012, the electric consumption of both the residential and tertiary sectors started to rise again: +4.0% in 
the residential sector and +1.1% in the tertiary sector being +2.6% for both the residential and tertiary 
sectors considered together. It had decreased in 2011 for the first time since 1970, year in which the series of 
energy balance sheets started. This rebound falls within the long-term trend: on average +2.3% per year 
between 1997 and 2012. In part, this can be attributed to a hotter summer than the one in 2011, which 
favoured the use of air-conditioning especially in the tertiary sector. Adjustment for climatic differences does 
not neutralise this effect, as it currently only concerns the effects of cold temperatures on energy 
consumption. 

Renewable energies continued to grow in 2012: +4.6% in the residential sector and +9.3% in the tertiary 
sector. Consumption of wood, which represents 80% of renewable energies in the residential sector, grew 
marginally due to the success of new high-performance wood-burning appliances. The development of heat 
pumps continued: these reached 12% of household consumption of renewable energy. These strong 
developments of renewable energies are in line with previous years: Since 2007 an annual average rise of 
+4.5% in the residential sector and + 6.7% in the tertiary sector. 

1.2. Policies and measures 

Improvement of the energy performance of buildings is essential in order to achieve the fixed objectives in 
terms of energy efficiency, reduction of greenhouse gases and development of renewable energies. 
Therefore, France has set extremely ambitious objectives: 

- Increase the number of low-energy buildings (LEB) in 2013 with new constructions and positive-
energy buildings by 2020; 

- Renovate 500.000 old dwellings per year by 2017. 

If the potential reductions in energy consumption and emissions are high, this is mainly due to diffuse 
emissions and therefore, to deposits that are more difficult to mobilise. Therefore, in order to achieve these 
objectives, France has mobilised a series of diversified tools: regulations, financial incentives (budgetary and 
fiscal incentives), and training, information and awareness campaigns. 

1.2.1. Ambitious regulations for new buildings through support measures 

The energy performance level required for new buildings is regulated by the gradual introduction of thermal 
regulations. These are accompanied by the training of operators from the construction industry through the 
previous introduction of quality labels for which incentives are provided. 

Therefore, the RT 2012 thermal regulations 
10

have strengthened requirements regarding the thermal 
performance of new buildings, specifically all buildings for which a building permit was applied for after 1 
January 2013. These buildings must have a primary energy consumption below a threshold of 50 
kWhep/m2/year on average for the 5 regulatory uses (heating, domestic hot water, lighting, cooling and 
auxiliary systems). This obligation has been applied by anticipation since 28 October 2011 for office 
buildings, primary and secondary schools and for childcare facilities, whereas those dwellings built in the 
ANRU (agence nationale pour la rénovation urbaine: National Urban Renewal Agency) area

11
 are subject to 

this obligation if the building permit or previous declaration were applied for after 1 March 2012. Moreover, 
the 50kWhep/m²/year requirement is adjusted based on geographical location, altitude, building use, 
average surface area of the dwellings. Buildings using wood-energy and low CO2 emission district heating 
networks also benefit from an adjustment of the primary energy consumption threshold, limited to a 
maximum of 30%.  

Moreover, in order to ensure strengthened implementation of this new thermal regulation, the property 

                                                 
10 Decree No 2010-1269 of 26 October 2010 relative to the thermal characteristics and energy performance of constructions and the 

decree of the 26 October 2010 relative to the thermal characteristics and energy performance requirements of new buildings and 
new building extensions. 

11 Dwellings built in areas reserved to low income home-buyers benefit from a VAT rate of 7% instead of 19.6% (ANRU: agence 
nationale pour la rénovation urbaine: National Urban Renewal Agency). 
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developer must : 

- Produce a document certifying that thermal regulations have been taken into account and that a 
feasibility study on energy supply was carried out before applying for a building permit; 

- Forward to the examining board, together with the declaration of completion of works, a document 
certifying compliance of the building with thermal regulations. 

Moreover, new buildings must be subjected to a feasibility study of the various energy supply solutions, 
and in particular, the possible use of renewable energies and more high-performance systems.  

 

Before the 2012 thermal regulations came into force, those buildings whose building permit had been applied 
for after 1 September 2006 had to respect the 2005 thermal regulations. The 2012 thermal regulations 
were prepared in order to give property developers wishing to construct new, more energy-efficient buildings 
than those allowed in the 2005 thermal regulations, the possibility of receiving an energy label.  

In particular, the low-energy building (LEB) label has enabled the preparation for the introduction of the 2012 
Thermal Regulations. Those buildings respecting these regulations could benefit from various types of 
financial aid: 

- Adjustment of the controlled interest-free loan (PTZ+), which is for people who wish to purchase their 
first new main residence, was strengthened in 2011 and 2012. The 2012 Finance Act states that the 
achievement of the base rate depends on energy performance (2012 Thermal regulations or LEB) 
from 1 January 2013.  

- Exemption from property tax on developed properties (TFPB: taxe foncière sur les propriétés bâties) 
amounts to 50 or 100% for new buildings completed by the 1 January 2009 whose high level of 
overall energy performance, determined under conditions that shall be fixed by decree, is higher 
than that imposed by the legislation in force

12
. 

In the same way, labels will be created in order to gradually prepare for the introduction of the future Thermal 
Regulations that will enable the diffusion of positive energy buildings by 2020.  

 

Finally, if an individual investor were to purchase or have a new building built between 1 January 2013 and 
the 31 December 2016, he will be able to benefit from a reduction on income tax that has been increased to 
18% of the purchase price of the dwelling (within the limit of EUR 300 000 and with a purchasing limit set at 
5 500 ú/m2), spread over nine years. The benefit of this tax reduction is subject to the respect of certain 
conditions: 

- The dwelling shall have to be rented for a minimum period of 9 years.  

- The applied rent shall be capped and around 20% lower than the going market price, 

- Lessees shall present a capped level of resources, 

- The energy performance of the new building shall be in possession of the LEB label or respect the 
2012 Thermal regulations 

Implementation of the 2012 thermal regulations shall enable a reduction of the annual final energy 
consumptions of 0.41 Mtep in 2016 and of 1.15 Mtep in 2020

13
 ; this assessment relates exclusively to the 

residential sector, without taking into account gains in the tertiary sector. 

 

Specific regulations for French overseas territories 

In Guyana, Martinique and in Réunion, all new dwellings for which building permits or previous 
declarations were applied for after 1 May 2010 must be compliant with the Thermal, Acoustic and Aeration 
regulations in force for the French Overseas Departments (RTTA- Réglementation Thermique, Acoustique et 
Aération applicable DOM), a set of three new specific thermal, acoustic and aeration regulations. The design 
of these dwellings, among other things, shall permit limited energy consumptions privileging a bioclimatic 
design and limiting the use of air-conditioning, in particular thanks to solar protective devices and to the use 

                                                 
12 Article 1383-0 B bis of the Tax Code 
13 Source: SceGES assessment (see Annex 3) 
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of natural ventilation. Moreover, these dwellings shall be equipped with a system producing domestic hot 
water from solar energy covering a minimum of 50% of requirements. In Guyana, the use of domestic hot 
water is not mandatory. On the other hand, if the property developer chooses to install hot water, it must be 
produced from solar energy. 

Since 21 May 2011, in Guadeloupe, the Guadeloupe thermal regulations have been applied (GTR). The GTR 
aim to improve the energy efficiency of buildings taking into account specific local conditions. They are 
articulated around four key points that are the construction of the building with requirements in terms of the 
buildingôs overall energy performance, Energy Performance Diagnosis, equipment performance and a 
feasibility study of energy supply. 

In R®union, since 1 July 2010, the ñFrench Overseas Departments Habitat & Environment certification ò 
created by the certifying body Cerqual (a subsidiary of the company Qualitel), must respond to environmental 
quality criteria allowing property developers of social rented housing who respect certain reference profiles, 
to obtain a prolonged 5-year exemption from the property tax on developed buildings, like with the ñHabitat & 
Environmentò LEB certification that has been valid in France since 2009. 

1.2.2. Improvement of the energy performance of existing buildings 

The housing energy efficiency improvement plan (PREH) announced on 21 March 2013 reflects the 
commitment of the President of the Republic to renovate 500.000 dwellings per year by 2017. This plan 
includes numerous measures that involve all aspects of renovation: decision-making (points of single 
contact, thermal renovation ambassadors), funding (sustainable development tax credit, interest-free eco-
loans and social housing eco-loans, energy saving certificates, extraordinary bonuses, implementation of 
third party financing) and development of a network capable of correctly and efficiently responding to 
enquiries (training and qualification of professionals). 

Moreover, the building renovation strategy created in compliance with article 4 of the Energy Efficiency 
Directive represents more broadly the general framework within which the policies and measures described 
in detail below fall. This strategy in particular includes: 

- A presentation of the national building stock; 

- The identification of cost-effective renovation approaches; 

- A detailed description of the PREH, as well as a summary of other implemented measures; 

- A description of measures to raise awareness among industrials and professionals; 

- An outline of available funding. 

 

a Regulatory measures 

The energy performance of existing buildings 

The thermal regulations of existing buildings aim to ensure a significant improvement of the energy 
performance of the existing building when property developers start work likely to lead to such an 
improvement. The applicable measures, the overall Thermal Regulations and the thermal regulations point 
by point, vary according to the entity of the work undertaken.  

For extensive renovation work
14

 to buildings larger than 1 000 m², the overall thermal regulations
15

 set an 
overall energy performance target for renovated buildings with the exception of buildings built before 1948. 
For dwellings, the regulations introduce a maximum level of consumption: the energy consumption of a 
renovated building for heating, cooling and domestic hot water must be below the limit value, which depends 
on the type of heating and climate. This maximum energy consumption is between 80 and 195 
kWhep/m²/year depending on the case. For non-residential buildings, work must lead to a 30% saving on the 
energy consumption compared to its previous level.  

For buildings smaller than 1 000 m² or for buildings larger than 1 000 m² undergoing minor renovation work, 
the thermal regulations point by point

16
set a minimum performance for replaced or installed elements: in 

                                                 
14 Renovation costing more than 25% of the value of the building excluding land, defined by regulations. 
15 The Decree of 13 June 2008 relative to the energy performance of existing buildings larger than 1 000 m² when subject to major 

renovation work. 
16 Order of 3 May 2007 relative to the thermal characteristics and to the energy performance of existing buildings. 
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particular, it focuses on insulation, heating, hot water, cooling and ventilation equipment. 

An amendment to the existing thermal regulations is in progress in order to make the acknowledgement of 
energy performance mandatory when major work is carried out on the building (for example, facade 
refurbishment). 

 

A ñhigh energy performance renovationò
17

label has also been introduced. It includes two levels for 
residential buildings: the ñhigh energy performance renovation, HEP 2009ò label for buildings that achieve a 
primary energy consumption of less than 150 kWhep/m² year for the 5 regulatory uses (heating, domestic 
hot water, lighting, cooling and auxiliary utilities) and a ñlow-energy consumption building renovation, LEB 
2009ò for those buildings that achieve a primary energy consumption lower than 80 kWhep/m2/year for the 
same uses. This label also includes another level for non-residential buildings. As of 1 January 2013, it has 
become obligatory to present a document certifying that the thermal regulations have been taken into 
account by one of the following four professional figures: architect, house surveyor, control office, certifying 
bodies if the building is subject to certification. The certificate is an integral part of the declaration stating 
completion and conformity of the work carried out (article R.462-4-2 of the Urban Planning Code). 

Finally, since 1 January 2008
18

, all buildings larger than 1 000 m² undergoing major renovation work must 
undergo a feasibility study of energy supply, in order to encourage the property developer to use 
renewable energy or an extremely high-performance system. 

 

For public buildings, pursuant to article 5 of Directive 2012/27/EU on energy efficiency, France has opted 
to adopt an alternative approach in order to reduce the energy consumption of public buildings (see section 
on ñ Exemplary role of the State and authoritiesò). 

Moreover, the obligation to carry out by 2020 work for the improvement of the energy performance of 
existing tertiary buildings or in those buildings where public services are offered has been introduced

19
. The 

implementation instruments of these measures defining implementation modalities shall be published in 
2014. In order to initiate the process, on 31 October 2013, the Charter for the energy efficiency of tertiary 
buildings was elaborated and signed by 30 public and private companies who committed to work towards 
reducing the energy consumption of these buildings. 

 

Switching off illuminated signs and billboards during the night 

Since 1 July 2012, new illuminated signs and billboards must be switched off between 1 a.m. and 6 a.m. 
in the morning

20
. This new regulation shall progressively be applied to all existing installations by 2018. The 

implementation of this measure represents a subsequent source of energy savings and will allow a saving of 
around 800 GWh each year for signs and more than 200 GWh for billboards. 

On 1 July 2013, a Decree regulating how long certain lighting installations can remain switched on came into 
force in order to prevent a waste of energy and to reduce light pollution

21
. The Decree set a general 

switching off rule that is applied in various ways depending on the type of lighting considered: 

- the interior lighting of professional buildings must be switched off one hour after the premises has 
been vacated; 

- illumination of the facade of buildings must be switched off at the latest at 1 a.m.; 

- shop window lights or window display lighting shall be switched of at the latest at 1 a.m. or one hour 
after the premises have been vacated whichever occurs later. 

The rules regulating the times in which these lights can be switched back on are also described in detail: 

- Shop window lights or window display lighting can be switched back on from 7 a.m. or one hour 
before the start of working hours whichever occurs earlier; 

                                                 
17 The Decree of 29 September 2009 introduced a ñhigh energy performance renovationò label for certain existing buildings and the 

Decree of 29 September 2009 relative to the content and attribution conditions of the ñhigh energy performance renovationò label.  
18 Article L.111-9 of the Code on Construction and Housing introduced by the law dated 13 July 2005 
19 Article 3 of law No 2010-788 of 12 July 2010 focuses on the National commitment to the environment 
20 Decree No. 2012-118 of 30 January 2012 
21 The Decree of 25 January 2013 relative to the night lighting of non-residential buildings in order to limit light pollution and energy 

consumption 
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- illumination of the facades of buildings cannot be switched on before sunset. 

According to the ADEME, expected energy savings represent 2 TWh per year, which is the equivalent of the 
annual electricity consumption of around 750 000 households (excluding heating and hot water). This 
provision also allows to avoid each year a CO2 emission of 250 000 tonnes. 

 

Lifting of limitations on renovation work or on virtuous uses of dwellings.  

Several provisions have been implemented in order to lift certain limitations
22

 on the renovation of 
dwellings or on the adoption of advantageous uses: 

Amendments to the rules regulating decisions concerning work that could be binding in the case of co-
owners, in the Construction and Housing Code: 

1. A majority vote of co-owners for the execution of work of common interest in the private areas at the 
expense of the co-owner involved; 

2. A majority vote of the co-owners for the installation of heat meters or heat cost allocators; 

3. Mandatory addition to the agenda of the general assembly of co-owners of an energy saving action 
plan or an energy performance contract, following the establishment of an Energy Performance 
Diagnosis or where appropriate an energy audit, for all buildings equipped with collective central 
heating or cooling systems. 

- Identification of heating costs
23

: since 1974
24

, all properties equipped with collective central heating 
must be equipped with devices allowing the identification of heating costs. Decree No 2012-545 of 
23 April 2012 amended the Construction and Housing Code in order to favour the implementation of 
this obligation by redefining the technical impossibilities of installing measuring systems and 
reviewing the conditions of the economic viability of the measure. 

- Financial contribution of the tenant after the owner has carried out energy saving work in order to 
establish a ñ win-win ò situation between the landlords, who bear the cost of the works and the 
tenants, who benefit from the energy savings achieved: Act No 2009-323 on Mobilisation for Housing 
and the Fight against Exclusion voted on 25 March 2009 provides that the owner could ask the 
tenant to participate to up to half of the achieved cost savings. This participation is included in the 
rent receipt under a new heading, which will continue for a duration of 15 years. Nevertheless, this 
participation is possible only if the landlord carries out a series of performance works involving a 
minimum of two interventions or permitting the achievement of a minimal performance level

25
 and 

has consulted his tenant. 

Improving the performance of boilers and air-conditioning systems  

đ Boilers between 4 and 400kW 

Pursuant to Directive 2002/91/EC on the energy performance of buildings, France has implemented the 
obligation of annual boiler servicing

26
. This involves all boilers (gas, fuel oil, biomass, multi-fuel) with an 

output of between 4 and 400 kW. Servicing shall be carried out every year and a boiler service certificate 
shall be issued to the client, at the latest 15 days after the intervention and shall be kept for 2 years by the 
client who commissioned the servicing to be presented in the case of controls. This certificate informs the 
client who commissioned the servicing on the state of his boiler and of his heating system. Servicing shall be 
carried out by a qualified professional.  

Moreover, in order to explain the new regulations to the general public, a guide for individuals, prepared 
jointly by the Ministry and by the ADEME, was published in December 2009

27
. Professionals from the 

industry have also worked together to prepare a guide of technical sheets for professionals in order to ensure 

                                                 
22 Article 19 of the Energy Efficiency Directive. 
23 Article 9 of the Energy Efficiency Directive.  
24 Law No74-908 of 29 October 1974 (Article 4). 
25 Act No 2009-323 and Decrees 2009-1438 and 2009-1439 of 23 November 2009. 
26 Decree No 2009-649 of 9 June 2009 on the annual servicing of boilers with a nominal output between 4 and 400 kilowatts, Article 

L.111-9 of the Construction and Housing Code introduced by the law of 13 July 2005 and the Order of 15 September 2009 on the 
annual servicing of boilers with a nominal output between 4 and 400 kilowatts.  

27 Downloadable from the ADEME and ministry websites: www.ademe.fr or www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr 

http://www.ademe.fr/
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/
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the correct application of regulations
28

. 

Finally, boilers and water heaters are subject to regulations 813/2013 and 814/2013 within the framework of 
the Eco-design directive (see Energy section). 

 

đ Boilers between 400kW and 20MW 

Boilers with an output of between 400 kW and 20 MW must meet minimum energy performance 
requirements

29
. The operator also has the obligation to install control devices and devices measuring 

performance and combustion efficiency. 

Moreover, they are subject to mandatory controls, at least twice a year, to ensure that they meet minimum 
performance regulations and that operators carry out the control and adjustment operations to which they 
are subjected. 

 
đ Air conditioning systems 

Directive 2002/91/EC also provided for Member States to implement regular inspections of air-
conditioning systems with a nominal output greater than 12 kilowatts. In France, this obligation has been 
transposed into the framework of a decree dated 31 March 2010

30
. This Decree defines the major inspection 

stages: inspection of documentation, assessment of the systemôs performance, system sizing compared with 
the buildingôs cooling requirements, supply of the necessary recommendations focusing on the correct use of 
the installed system, possible installation improvements, possible interest in replacing the system and other 
foreseeable solutions. Inspection shall take place every 5 years. This involves 300 000 installations in France 
(10% of the stock of installations). At the end of 2013, four organisations accredited by COFRAC certified 
around 300 inspectors. 

 

b Support measures 

In the private residential sector, numerous incentive schemes for homeowners have been implemented in 
order to improve the energy performance of dwellings: 

- Sustainable development tax credit (CIDD- Le cr®dit dôimp¹t d®veloppement durable): since 2005, 
homeowners can benefit from tax credit for the purchase and installation of high-performance material or 
equipment in terms of energy savings (exclusively in existing buildings) or for the production of renewable 
energy (in new buildings built until 31 December 2012 and in existing buildings). This scheme has been 
extended until the end of 2015. Since its creation, the list of equipment eligible for CIDD, as well as the 
rates of which one benefits are regularly reviewed in order to accelerate the rate of thermal renovations in 
steps and to favour the use of more high-performance technologies. From 2005 to 2011

31
, more than 9 

million works were declared as eligible for the CIDD in mainland France out of a total of 27 million 
dwellings used as a main residence. More than 7 million dwellings have been renovated thanks to this 
incentive. The tax expenditure for this same period increased to EUR 13 billion for EUR 46 billion of 
declared household expenditure. In 2012, 1.23 million households benefited from tax credit increasing on 
average to EUR 1 107 for an average total declared amount of EUR 549 . 

Within the framework of the Housing Energy Renovation Plan, the decision was made to simplify the 
CIDD by maintaining only two applicable rates and by reorienting towards major renovation works. From 1 
January 2014 the rates are the following : 

- A 15% rate in cases of a means-tested single intervention; 

- A 25% rate in cases of several works without means-testing. 

Moreover, the requirement for installers to have qualifications will be introduced from 1 January 2015 as 
part of the extension of the EGR Charter (see below) 

                                                 
28 Available on the website http://www.energies-avenir.fr/. 
29 Articles R.224-20 ï R. 224-30 of the Environmental Code 
30 Decree No 2010-349 of 31 March 2010 relative to the inspection of air-conditioning systems and reversible heat pumps, completed 

by the Decree of 16 April 2010 relative to routine inspections of air-conditioning systems and of reversible heat pumps of which the 
cooling capacity is greater than 12 kWz and the Decree of 16 April 2010 defining the certification criteria of the competences of the 
individuals carrying out the routine inspection of the air-conditioning systems and the reversible heat pumps of which the cooling 
capacity is greater than 12 kW and the accreditation criteria of the certifying bodies. 

31 The years cited correspond to the years in which works were carried out; tax deduction was applied the following year. 

http://www.energies-avenir.fr/
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000022050074&fastPos=1&fastReqId=1965362609&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte#_blank
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000022050074&fastPos=1&fastReqId=1965362609&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte#_blank
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000022140784&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id#_blank
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000022140784&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id#_blank
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000022140770&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id#_blank
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000022140770&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id#_blank
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000022140770&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id#_blank
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Implementation of the CIDD for the period 2009-2012 allows a reduction in the annual final energy 
consumption of 0.78 Mtep in 2013, 0.93 Mtep in 2016 and of 1.08 Mtep in 2020

32
. 

 

The interest-free eco-loan (eco-PTZ)
33

: available since 1 April 2009, is destined to those home-owners or 
landlords for the funding of major renovation works. It has three options: 

1. implementation of ñ mixed works ò; 

2. achievement of a minimum ñ overall energy performance ò of the dwelling; 

3. introduction of an individual sanitising system using a system that does not consume energy. 

This loan finances up to EUR 30 000 for carrying out work for the improvement of the energy performance of 
a dwelling over a period of 10 years (which can be extended to 15 years by the bank, which does not benefit 
from tax credit of accrued interests between the twelfth and fifteenth year). Since 2012, it can be once again 
accumulated with the sustainable development tax credit, provided the ceiling on resources if respected. The 
initial Finance Act for 2012 implemented the possibility of extending the repayable period to 15 years for 
more extensive renovation works (the accumulation of at least three different works or the option of a 
minimum overall energy performance). 

In parallel, Credit Institutions have prepared information documents for homeowners and building 
professionals in order to improve the technical quality of loan applications and facilitate their understanding.  

Finally, in order to facilitate the carrying out of work on co-owned properties, the rectified Finance Act for 
2011 dated 28 December 2011 provided for the opening of the interest-free eco loan to property owner 
associations. The so-called ñ Warsmann ò law of 22 March 2012 relative to the simplification of law and to the 
lifting of administrative limitations, and its application Decree (Decree No 2013-205 of 13 March 2013) have 
allowed to define the judicial framework for the application for a bank loan for the funding of work in the 
name of the property owner association. Decree No 2013-1297 of 27 December 2013 defines the modalities 
of the collective interest-free eco-loan. 

Since June 2011, a mix of work eligible for an interest-free eco-loan, as well as overall energy performance 
requirements have been adjusted for French Overseas Territories. The interest-free eco-loan also allows to 
fund a part of the renovation works carried out in Guadeloupe, Martinique, Réunion, Guyana and in St. 
Martin. 

Overall, the number of interest-free eco-loans issued since its introduction has been estimated at more than 
235 000 as of 30 September 2013 for an average expenditure for works amounting to EUR 19 200 . The cost 
of this measure for the State is estimated at EUR 75 million for the period 2009-2011. 

Implementation of the interest-free eco- loan has allowed a reduction in the annual final energy 
consumption of 0.18 Mtep in 2013 and of 0.19 Mtep in 2016 and in 2020.

34
 

 

The energy savings certification system (ESC) (see the Energy section) aims to create a source of 
energy savings, in particular in those sectors where it is more common, such as the building sector. As of 30 
November 2013, 90% of the ESC issued came from interventions carried out in the building sector. 

 

Exemption of building property tax: the rectified Finance Act for 2006 introduced the possibility for 
collective buildings to be exempted from the property tax for 5 years with an exemption rate of 50 or 100%, 
for constructions completed before 1 January 1989 for which major work eligible for CIDD was carried out. 
This possibility has since been extended to all constructions completed before 31 December 2008. The 
construction of new dwellings completed since 1 January 2009 can also benefit if they are in possession of 
the LEB label.  

 

                                                 
32 Source: SceGES assessment (see Annex 3) 
33 See Article 99 of the Finance Act for 2009 and the application decrees of 30 March 2009 relative to interest-free repayable 

advances destined to the funding of renovation work in order to improve the energy performance of old dwellings. 
34 Source: SceGES assessment (see Annex 3) 



 

National Energy Efficiency Action Plan - 2014                                        

                                                                                         26 

The reduced VAT rate for renovation work
35

: since 1 January 2014
36

energy renovation work on dwellings 
older than 2 years benefit from a reduced VAT rate (5.5%). This includes works eligible for sustainable 
development tax credit as well as, work associated and inextricably connected to the main works. This 
includes indispensable associated works (for example, installation of radiators or laying of floors) following 
actual energy efficiency works. Subsequently, it does not target neither other renovation work nor aesthetic 
work (for example, installation of a fireplace, wallpapering). 

 

The sustainable development booklet (LDD- livret de développement durable): since 1 January 2007, 
the CODEVI (compte pour le développement industriel : industrial development accounts) has been replaced 
by the sustainable development booklet (LDD) increasing the scope of its application. It was previously 
limited to the financing of small and medium companies but now allows the granting of advantageous rate 
loans for the financing of energy savings works carried out on dwellings built more than 2 years before. 
Works that can be financed are the same as those eligible for CIDD. Its tax cap was extended to EUR 12 
000 as of 1 October 2012 . 

 

Within the framework of future investment plans, a support program of EUR 500 million for the energy 
renovation of buildings for low-income homeowners, entitled ñ Habiter mieux ï Living betterò was 
implemented (refer to paragraph on the battle against energy poverty). 

 

1.2.3. Renovation of the social housing park 

In the social housing park, a target of renovating 800 000 of the most energy-hungry social dwellings has 
been set for 2020

37
. The achievement of this target relies on the following measures: 

- The social housing eco-loan is a fixed interest-rate subsidised loan granted by the Caisse des Dépôts 
et Consignations since 2009. The first version of this loan distributed between 2009 and June 2011 was at 
a fixed interest rate of 1.9% over 15 years and 2.35% over 20 years. It has permitted the renovation of 
100 000 social housing units and has represented an envelope of EUR 1.2 billion. 

The social housing eco-loan system has now been extended to the end of 2020 and its target is the 
renovation of 70 000 social housing units/year. On 4 May of 2012, a convention was signed by the State 
and the Caisse des dépôts. The loan that is currently being distributed is at a variable interest rate, based 
on the Livret A rates, and its maximum duration has been extended to 25 years. The loanôs interest rate 
depends on its duration in order to have an a grant equivalent regardless of its duration:  

- at a Livret A rate, on a duration of 5 to 15 years;  

- at a Livret A + 0.15% rate on a duration of 16 to 20 years;  

- at a Livret A + 0.25% rate on a duration of 21 to 25 years.  

Regarding eligibility conditions, borrowing institutions must now commit to a 5-year intervention 
programme containing a maximum of 70% of energy Class D dwellings. In particular, low-income housing 
organisations (HLM- Habitation à Loyer Modéré), SEM (semi-public estate companies) or municipalities 
owning or managing social housing units within the scope of the energy renovation of ñ energy-hungry ò 
dwellings can access this programme: the loan finances energy saving work allowing a dwelling to go 
from a primary energy consumption greater than 230 kWhep/m2/year to a consumption lower than 
150kWhep/m2/year. Dwellings completed before 1 January 1948 are subject to an alternative regime. 
They can benefit from the loan when they are classified as energy classes E, F or G in the energy 
performance diagnosis (DPE) and when a combination of energy performance improvement actions of 
the characteristics defined in the work plan is implemented. Dwellings classed as energy class D can also 
benefit under certain conditions, since September 2010 with a limit of 14 000 dwellings per year from 
2012.  

On 1 January 2013, 23 000 dwellings had been involved in a social housing eco-loan application. Since 

                                                 
35 Article 279-0 bis of the general Tax Code.  
36 Article 9 of the Finance Act for 2014 
37 Decree No 2009-967 of 3 August 2009 (Article 5) 
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the announcement on 21 March 2013 by the President of the Republic on the measures constituting the 
housing energy renovation plan, improvements have been made in order to achieve the annual rate of 
energy renovation of 120 000 social housing units by 2017: 

- A reduction in interest-rates equal to the Livret A rate reduced by 75 base points for a period of 15 
years or less (with a similar interest-rate in terms of a grant equivalent over 20 and 25 years); 

- Flexibility of the eligibility conditions of Class D authorising a national quota of 50 000 class D 
dwellings per year. Moreover, the 5-year renovation programmes will no longer have to guarantee a 
minimum of 30% of class E, F or G dwellings. 

- The eligibility criteria techniques remain unvaried. 

Implementation of the social housing eco-loans allows the reduction of the annual final energy consumption 
of 0.35 Mtep in 2013, 0.65 Mtep in 2016 and 1.03 Mtep in 2020

38
. 

 

- Since 2005, low-income social housing organisations or SEMs (semi-public estate companies) that must 
carry out energy saving work in compliance with the thermal regulations in force, can benefit from a 
reduction of the property tax on residential properties (TFPB) equal to a quarter of the expenses 
incurred during the year previous to that for which the tax is due

39
. This reduction is on the TFPB due for 

the building subject to the work in question but at the same time also for all other buildings belonging to 
the same social lessor of the same town or in other towns when they all depend on the same tax office

40
. 

 

Since 10 June 2009, investments made in energy efficiency and renewable energies in the housing 
sector are eligible for European Regional Development Funds (ERDF). The total amount available for 
energy rehabilitation works is 4% of the national envelope of ERDF, which corresponds to around EUR 230 
million for mainland France and EUR 90 million for the French Overseas Departments for the whole 2007-
2013 period and without a ceiling on annual expenditures.  

A circular note was published on 22 June 2009 in order to give regional management authorities 
recommendations on the use of these funds: these recommendations focus mainly on ensuring coherence 
with current financial measures in favour of energy saving works. Moreover, it has been recommended to 
model the conditions for granting the subsidy on those eligible for eco-social housing loan. In the French 
Overseas Departments, it is recommended that interventions aiming to improve comfort in the summer or to 
use renewable energies can be funded by the ERDF as long as they are innovative or have such a cost to 
justify the need of additional sources of funding. Funds must be dedicated to structural operations involving a 
significant number of dwellings aiming for exemplary energy performance in order to give visibility to the 
intervention of European Credit for these measures. Since August 2012, the Region Prefects have been 
authorised to decap the interest rates by 4% at each regional level, provided that the interest rate of 4% is 
not exceeded at a national level. 

At a European level, for the period 2014-2020, the new ERDF regulations
41

, under Article 4, provide for the 
obligation of a concentration of funds for the Thematic Objective 4 (TO4): ñ Support the shift towards a low-
carbon emissions economy in all sectors ò. In particular, this objective includes energy efficiency and the use 
of renewable energies in public infrastructures and in the housing sector. This thematic concentration on TO4 
is divided as follows, by regional category: 

- In the most developed regions: at least 20% of resources at a national level 

- Among those regions in the transition phase: at least 15% of resources at a national level 

- In the least developed regions: at least 12% of resources at a national level 

On a national scale, the investment priorities of structural and investment European funds (thus the EDRF) 
are established in the Partnership Agreement

42
. This document, elaborated after broad discussion, was 

forwarded to the European Commission on 31 December 2013 and will be the object of negotiations 
between France and the Commission that will have to be finalised by Spring 2014. At this stage, as far as 

                                                 
38 Source: SceGES assessment (see Annex 3) 
39 See POPE law 
40 Decree No 2009-323 of 25 March 2009, 
41 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:347:0289:0302:FR:PDF 
42 http://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/Centre-de-ressources/Etudes-rapports-et-documentation/Accord-de-partenariat-2014-2020 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:347:0289:0302:FR:PDF
http://www.europe-en-france.gouv.fr/Centre-de-ressources/Etudes-rapports-et-documentation/Accord-de-partenariat-2014-2020
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TO4 is concerned, among other things, it insists on the energy efficiency of buildings that ñ constitutes [é] 
the action priority in view of a change towards a low carbon economyò, focusing on the residential and public 
tertiary sector. 

At a regional level, in its current version, the Partnership Agreement provides that each regional EDRF 
programme apply the thematic concentration rules mentioned above. On an interim basis, it relates to a total 
indicative support to the priorities of the thematic objective 4 of: 

- EUR 1 703 million for ERDF 

- EUR 343 million for the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) 

It must be noted that the regional programmes have not yet been finalised, this division does not bind either 
the member state or the management authorities. Moreover, the Partnership Agreement also provides that 
ñ all operational programmes (ERDF, ESF, ERDF/ESF) shall contribute to the achievement of the objectives 
of the Union for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in all sectors and be assessed in this sense ò 

1.2.4. The fight against energy poverty 

France intends to reinforce its fight against energy poverty through specific actions. 

The Article of law No 2010-788 of 12 July 2010 focusing on the National commitment to the environment 
introduced a judicial definition of energy poverty ñ pursuant to this law, energy poverty is a situation in which 
a person has particular difficulty in accessing the necessary energy supply to satisfy his primary needs owing 
to his inadequate resources or living conditions ò. 

An energy poverty monitoring centre was set up in March 2011 in order to better measure situations of 
energy poverty and ensure the correct use of public and private financial benefits granted to disadvantaged 
households, as well as the correct application of actions and local or national initiatives, in order to measure 
their impact and share experiences.  

The French National Housing Agency (Anah) ) helps owner-occupiers, under a resources ceiling, and 
landlords carry out work to improve housing, as well as property owner associations to carry out work on 
common areas and common equipment. Anah funds allow to finance extensive work on dwellings completed 
more than 15 years ago. The thermal renovation and improvement of housing are at the centre of Anahôs 
interventions focusing largely on dealing with indecent living conditions and the adaptation of the dwellings of 
people with reduced autonomy. Anah also supplies funds for monitoring works. 

The actions carried out by Anah focus on the most critical situations. Over the period 2007-2009, the funds 
provided by the agency allowed the rehabilitation of 45 945 indecent or extremely run down dwellings on the 
whole territory. 

Since 2013, Anahôs budget has received contributions from the revenue from auctioning within the framework 
of the EU ETS scheme that covers the energy and industry sectors (see Energy section) within the limit of 
EUR 590 million per year). 

The ñHabiter mieux- Living betterò programme, managed by Anah, can dispose of EUR 1.35 billion for the 
period 2010-2017, of which EUR 500 million from the State through future investments (see Energy section), 
EUR 600 million from Anah and EUR 250 million from energy suppliers within the framework of the energy 
saving certification system. The ñ Habiter mieux-Living better ò programme will allow by 2017 to renovate 300 
000 dwellings improving their energy performance by at least 25%. 

As of 30 November 2013, 39 638 households had been involved in a thermal renovation project on their 
dwelling thanks to the ñ Habiter mieux-Living better ò programme. The average conventional energy gain 
obtained as a result of the work is of 38% for an average amount of work of EUR 17 000 . 

Within the framework of the Housing Energy Renovation Plan, announced by the President of the Republic 
on 21 March 2013, measures were presented in order to fight energy poverty:  

- The ñ Habiter mieux ï Living betterò programme has been modified in order to accelerate an 
increase in the capacity of this system. It is now available for property owner-occupiers with greater 
resources (around EUR 26 000 for a couple living in the province), landlords and co-owners of 
deteriorated co-owned properties. The supplementary grant of the programme has been increased: it 
has gone from EUR 1 600 to EUR 3 000 . 

- Energy renovation ambassadors will be recruited in order to help disadvantaged households to begin 
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the renovation of their dwelling. 1 000 ambassadors will have to be recruited by 2015 in particular, 
through the creation of future jobs. On 20 February 2013, a convention was signed by the State and 
the Anah with the aim of creating 800 future jobs. The main tasks of these ambassadors will be to 
identify disadvantaged households, raise awareness on energy savings and orient them towards 
existing aid.  

- On 13 March 2013, the Anahôs Board of Directors voted for amendments to be made to the aid 
regime that will be applied to all applications made from 1 June 2013. First, these deliberations 
provide a broadening of the people eligible to these funds: the number of property owner-occupiers 
involved will also double and landlords will be able to access funds exclusively for thermal renovation 
work provided there is the agreement to then rent the property. Moreover, the total funds allocated to 
the lower income property owner-occupants will be increased. Thermal diagnosis shall be carried out 
for all dwellings benefiting from the Anah funds. The last point is dedicated to supervision of major 
work. 

Other programmes fighting energy poverty could be adopted within the scope of energy saving certificates 
and contribute also to the funding of actions depending on other intervention modalities in favour of other 
members of the public. In particular it involves: 

- The ñToits dôabord ï roofs firstò programme: supported by the Abb® Pierre Foundation, this 
programme aims to increase ñ very social ò renting offers destined to extremely disadvantaged 
households through the construction and renovation of 600 to 700 dwellings per year. 

- The ñ Energy Solidarity Pactò programme: the CertiNergy company supports this programme. The 
objective is to improve by the end of 2013 the energy performance of more than 1 000 dwellings in 
which the occupants, who may be owners or tenants, are in a situation of energy poverty. 

- The ñRenovation Solidarity ï Bordeauxò programme: with this programme, the city of Bordeaux 
has set itself the objective of supporting every year during the period 2012-2014 work to improve the 
energy saving of the dwellings of 50 property owner-occupiers living in the city centre in situations of 
energy poverty.  

- The ñSLIME- Services Locaux d'Intervention pour la Maîtrise de l'Énergie - Local energy 
management agenciesò programme supported by CLER (r®seau pour la transition ®nerg®tique ï 
resources for energy transition), aims to detect and contact households in order to suggest 
sustainable options to exit the situation of energy poverty. This personalised advice, offered on site, 
will create the opportunity of supplying small high-performance equipment and possibly orient 
towards more extensive renovation work plans adapted to the household. 

1.2.5. Information, raising awareness, training 

a óone-stopô approach and PRIS (Renovation Information Service Points) 

The aim of the housing energy renovation plan is to help owners make decisions through the implementation 
of a National one-stop approach and of a local network for the energy renovation of private dwellings, a 
genuine local public service for energy renovation with 450 Renovation Information Service Points (PRIS), 

present on the whole territory. 

The national one-stop approach has a national toll-free number, 0810 140 240, and a website 

(http://www.renovation-info-service.gouv.fr/). Its mission is to guide property owners based on their 

profile and their location and suggest local information centres, local counselling centres and provide basic 
information. 

The PRISôs mission is to provide technical, financial, fiscal and regulatory information, to give advice, free of 
charge and objectively, to the enquiring home-owner on the design of the energy renovation project for his 
dwelling. They are public and independent and are intended for all property owners (owners, co-owners, 
public building owners in situations of energy poverty). They rely: 

- for the people eligible for Anah funds: on the Anah network (DDT(directions départementales des 
territoires/et de la mer- territories and seas regional authorities ), delegated authorities, ADIL 
(Agence départementale d'information sur le lodgement-Departmental agency for information on 
housing)) ; 

- for other people: on the Espace Info-Energie (EIE) (Energy Information Centres) network co-funded 

http://www.renovation-info-service.gouv.fr/


 

National Energy Efficiency Action Plan - 2014                                        

                                                                                         30 

by the ADEME, regional councils and certain general and collective councils, as well as on structures 
built for the public (excluding EIE). Set up in 2001, initiated by the ADEME, its purpose is to advise 
homeowners on energy efficiency and renewable energies. In 2012, 507 000 people were informed 
by EIE and 121 000 received personalised advice from 453 network advisors that led to the 
realisation of work of up to more than EUR 520 million (55% of the advised people went on to carry 
out work). The latest assessment of the direct environmental impact of EIE was carried out in 2011 
by the ADEME and led to a reduction of greenhouse gas emissions of 134 000 teq CO2. 

In order to inform people of the existence of these PRIS, the ñ jô®co-r®nove, jô®conomise (by renovating, I 
save) ò awareness campaign launched in September 2013 by the Ministry of Housing and Territorial Equality 
and the Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable development and Energy, aims to encourage property owners to 
carry out energy renovation work on their dwellings and assist them in their work.  

This campaign relies on a partnership between the ADEME (French Agency for Environment and Energy 
Management), the Anah (National Housing Agency) and Anil (National Agency for housing Information), as 
well as on the actions already implemented on the territory by local authorities. The campaign was carried 
out in three phases: 

- A TV advert broadcast from 21 October to 8 November 2013 on terrestrial and digital channels; 

- A national radio campaign that ran from 4 to 20 November 2013; 

- A version for the web online until the end of 2013; 

- A press campaign from November 2013 to February 2014. 

The first available assessment elements show that more than 60 000 enquiries were received between 
September 2013 and the end of November 2013 via the national phone number. Most of these enquiries 
(93%) were made by property-owners. The website received around 700 000 visits. In the same period, 
almost 60 000 people consulted the Espace Info Energie network showing a 78% increase compared to the 
same period of the previous year. 

As far as the information campaign for the general public is concerned via television/radio/the Internet, it 
reached 44% of the French public thanks to an effective media strategy. In particular, 4 French people out of 
10 declared they remembered the advert and 92% of them judged it in a positive way. 

Finally, at the end of the second environmental conference of 21 September 2013, the Prime Minister 
announced the creation of a ñrenovation passportò in order to facilitate assistance to households during audit 
activities and their work projects.  

 

b Other information measures 

Within the framework of the Directive on the energy performance of buildings (EPBD), the energy 
performance diagnosis (DPE) has become mandatory for all buildings rented from 1 July 2007 or sold from 
the 1 November 2006. The results must be kept available for the sale or renting of the property, for all 
purchasing or renting candidates who make an application for the sale or renting of a building or of part of 
the building. Since 1 January 2011, it has become mandatory to include the dwellingôs energy Class in all 
advertisements publicising the sale or renting of an asset. 

 

In order to give further information to property owners and tenants on the energy performance of their 

Energy-efficient dwelling 

Energy-hungry dwelling 

Dwelling Low greenhouse gas emissions  

High greenhouse gas emissions  

Dwelling  
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building and possible energy savings, Act No 2010-788 of 12 July 2010 addressing the National commitment 
to the environment requires the completion of an energy performance diagnosis of the installation of a 
collective heating or air-conditioning system before 1 January 2017. Moreover, since 1 April 2013, auditors 
are obliged to forward the Energy Performance Diagnosis they have carried out to the ADEME in order to 
create a common database: this information shall allow to improve the knowledge of the energy performance 
of the building stock. 

Given its importance within the context of the reduction of the buildingôs energy consumption, the 
government has started a reliability plan. The key points of this plan involve:  

- The level of competencies of professionals, in particular: 

đ The obligatory prerequisite of basic training of bac+2 (secondary school education + two years 
of college) and a further 3 days of training; 

đ Introduction of two ñ individual ò certification levels for detached houses, apartments and tertiary 
lots assigned to buildings for residential use, as well as declarations that thermal regulations 
have been taken into account and ñall types of buildingsò for apartment buildings and for non-
residential buildings in addition to the missions of the previous; 

- Improvement of the quality of diagnosis: clarification that on-site visits are mandatory, introduction of 
a technical sheet listing entry data, extra explanations of the differences between estimated and 
actual consumption and the possibility to deduct the part of renewable energy from the overall 
consumption. 

Decree No 2013-695 of 30 July 2013 regulates the display of the Energy Performance Diagnosis certificate 
in buildings occupied by public authorities or public establishments that host public-access buildings (ERP) 
larger than 500 m². All buildings occupied by local authorities or public establishments fulfilling this criteria 
shall undergo an energy performance diagnosis before 1 January 2015, unless it has already been carried 
out and is still valid; for all ERPs larger than 500m

2
 undergoing an energy performance diagnosis during 

construction, or for the sale or renting of the property, this diagnosis shall be displayed for its entire period of 
validity, visible to the public near the main entrance or in the reception area of the building. Moreover, 
pursuant to the requirements of Directive 2010/31/EU of 19 May 2010 on the energy performance of 
buildings, it also introduces a reduction of the threshold to 250 m² from 1 January 2015. 

For co-owners, act No. 788-2010 of 12 July 2010 introduced new regulatory obligations with the objective of 
supplying co-owners with the complete technical-economical elements necessary to decide whether to carry 
out energy renovation work. In particular, buildings used as a main residence with a co-ownership of 50 
lots or more, equipped with collective heating or cooling systems and for which the application for the 
building permit was made before 1 June 2001 must undergo an energy audit by the end of 2016. Such 
energy audit will allow to raise awareness among co-owners regarding energy savings and involve them in 
the energy renovation of their asset by proposing suitable renovation scenarios

43
. Decree No. 2012-111 of 27 

January 2012 and Decree of 28 February 2013 clarify the way in which the energy audit must be carried out, 
the information that must be included and also the list of supporting documents to be provided by the person 
carrying out the energy audit in order to determine the suitability between the competencies of this person 
and the task to be carried out. 

Moreover, scoring and realisation modalities for the energy performance diagnosis in the case of co-
ownership buildings other than those undergoing audit, are specified in Decrees No.1342-2012 of 3 
December 2012. This text also gives clarifications on the way in which the obligation of including in the 
agenda of the co-ownership assembly, the development of a work plan or the termination of an energy 
performance contract, must be dealt with. 

Regarding the tertiary sector, it too must undergo mandatory audit pursuant to Article 8 of the Directive on 
energy efficiency (see section on Industry) excluding small and medium sized companies, SMEs. 

 

c Awareness raising measures and training of professionals. 

The Charter for the commitment to guaranteeing environmental recognition (RGE), related to the 
qualifications necessary within the domain of the energy performance works for property owners was signed 
by the State and the main qualification organisms as well as by trade associations. The Charter 
commitments on the one hand, lead the qualification organisms, trade associations and the State to promote 

                                                 
43 Second paragraph of Article L.134-4-1 of the Construction and Housing Code. 
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certified quality increasing reliability. This Charter was signed on 9 November 2011 for a duration of 2 years 
and was renewed on 4 November 2013 for an extra two years

44
. On the other hand, the commitment to issue 

the CIDD and the interest-free eco-loan provided the work be carried out by a professional in possession of 
RGE quality certificate. 

This Charter groups together the following initiatives:  

- The QualitôEnR association offers qualifications (QualiPAC, QualiBois, Qualisol, QualiPV, ..) to 
installers of renewable energy equipment. A specific qualification is being developed for vertical 
geothermal probe drilling and for well drilling; this will replace the old Qualiforge label. 

- The QUALIBAT organism has implemented new ñ renewable energy ò and ñ Energy renovation ò 
certificates, as well as the already mentioned ñ energy efficiency ò certificate that now accompany the 
qualifications related to the technical envelope and equipment. 

- The QUALIFELEC association has brought changes to its ñ Electrical installation ò and ñ Heating, 
ventilation, air-conditioning ò qualifications, as well as to the Energy saving and Photovoltaic Solar 
energy balances. 

- The ECO Artisan qualification, developed by the CAPEB (Confederation of artisans and small 
building companies) and given by QUALIBAT, identifies artisans specialised in the overall energy 
rehabilitation of buildings. 

- Finally, the ñPros of the energy performanceò qualification, developed by the FBB (F®d®ration 
Française du Bâtiment-French Building Federation), identifies those companies in possession of the 
QUALIBAT or QUALIFELEC professional certification with an ñ energy saving ò certificate being a 
QUALIBAT or Certibat certificate for the overall energy renovation offer. 

It must also be noted that the RGE principle must be extended to intellectual services related to project 
management after the signing by the main organisms of this sector of a Charter on 4 November 2013

45
.  

A list of qualified providers will soon be available on the company website pursuant to article 18 of the EED. 

 

Decree No. 2010-788 of 12 July 2010 addressing the National commitment to the environment introduced 
the possibility of issuing energy saving certificates within the context of carrying out information, training and 
innovation programmes. The achievement of these certificates is limited to a certain percentage of the 
national energy saving obligations: in other words, by Decree for the period 2011-2014 it established that the 
number of certificates issued within the context of the information, training and innovation programmes in 
favour of energy management and demand cannot exceed 33 TWhcumac, which is 7.2% of the national 
target. Among the first actions that have benefited from this provision, one can cite: 

- The ñ FEEBAT ò (Formation aux Economies dôEnergie des entreprises et artisans du BATiment - 
training in energy saving for building companies and artisans) training provision has been in force 
since the beginning of 2008 and by the end of 2013 had allowed to train more than 66 000 trainees. 

- The ñ 2012 Grenelle Environment Roundtable Rule of the art ò programme that aims to elaborate 
technical documents destined to guide companies and artisans in the building sector in the 
renovation, maintenance and construction of buildings compliant with energy objectives. 

Finally, the housing improvement club has implemented a training system dedicated to the basics of 
building renovation trades: this is an on-line apprenticeship platform destined to building professionals

46
. 

Around 17 000 trainees (taking into account active users) have benefited from this. It was funded between 
2008 and 2010 mainly by the ADEME with the initial contribution of the Anah. 

The ADEME also supports other programmes that aim to develop resource centres for the training of building 
professionals: 

- Within the context to the PRAXIBAT programme, the ADEME helps regional councils invest in 
practical work platforms in order to give training centres the necessary equipment to implement 
thermal solar energy, photovoltaic energy, wood heaters, heat pumps as well as lighting, ventilation 
and the energy performance of opaque walls. 

                                                 
44 http://www.territoires.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/01_avenant_charte_rge_travaux.pdf 
45 http://www.territoires.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/02_charte_rge_etudes.pdf 
46 www.energiebat.fr 

http://www.territoires.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/01_avenant_charte_rge_travaux.pdf
http://www.territoires.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/02_charte_rge_etudes.pdf
http://www.energiebat.fr/
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- The BEEP network (Bati Environnment ï Espace Pro): since 2006, this network aims to share 
experience and expertise in order to facilitate access to relevant and valid information, as well as to 
concrete examples. It groups together regional and national resource centres such as the Effinergie, 
ResoBAT association or HQE association.  

1.2.6. Research and demonstration 

Following the first research and experimental programme for the energy of buildings (PREBAT ï see 
box), the PREBAT2 was launched in 2010 for the period 2012-2015. It is a national coordination system 
supporting public research on energy in buildings, that addresses the actions carried out by the Ministries in 
charge of sustainable development, energy, construction, research, industry and their respective agencies: 
the ADEME, the ANR, the Anah, the BPI France and the ANRU. The PREBAT2 is a service with two 
objectives: the rehabilitation of the stock to the best possible energy performance level and the planning of 
future new buildings. 

 

PREBAT1 (2005-2009) 

The objectives of the PREBAT1 are to develop research, the transfer of technologies and experimentation 
depending on various strategic points: sustainable modernisation of existing buildings, planning of future 
new buildings and of positive energy buildings. The concrete expression of these three important PREBAT 
objectives has required the concentration of efforts on three complementary areas of action: the acquisition 
and diffusion of knowledge (studies, professional training, spreading of knowledge, é), technological 
research and experimentation. 

More than EUR 100 million of public funding over the period 2005-2009 was mobilised within the PREBAT1 
framework. A significant part of research has gone into technological building bricks. PREBAT1 has also 
allowed the implementation of two series of experiments of various size with a programme of exemplary 
operations carried out by the ADEME and research, research action and experimentation projects, carried 
out by the PUCA (Plan Urbanisme Construction Architecture- Urban construction architecture Plan). 

Certain emblematic PREBAT1 actions 

- An international comparison was carried out between 2005-2007 allowing to analyse foreign best 
practices (both in terms of research and operational implementation) for new and renovated high 
energy performance buildings; 

- The ADEME support system to exemplary operations in the building sector has used most of its 
credit (EUR 9 million/year) to support the realisation of a number of new and rehabilitated high-
energy performance exemplary buildings, in order to demonstrate their feasibility. It has allowed the 
construction of almost 3.000 exemplary buildings over the period 2007-2013 selected following 
invitations to regional projects (65% of operations on new buildings, 55% of operations in the 
residential sector), of which 49 operations in ñ Positive energy ò; 

- Launched by the PUCA, this REHA experimentation programme promotes an innovative technical 
and architectural offer allowing the sustainable requalification of collective buildings in the public 
and private sector. The first buildings constructed under the ñ REHA ò label started in 2011. 

 
The energy building foundation was set up in 2005 for four of the major players of the building and energy 
sectors: Arcelor-Mittal, EDF, GDF-Suez et Lafarge. In parallel to the research programmes supported by the 
State, the objective of this foundation is to financially support for at least five years, research operations as 
well as the funding of the evaluation of the work carried out and its promotion. Upon its creation, it had an 
envelope of EUR 8 million of which half was provided by the State. 

Moreover, low environmental impact buildings have been identified as one of the main sectors for 
green growth and in the fight against climate change subject to a ñ green sector ò approach (refer to 
the section on Energy). 

Finally, within the framework of the demonstrators of the future investments programme, the project steering 
committee of demonstrator funds for research on new energy technologies drafted a roadmap for positive 
energy buildings and plots and a minimum carbon balance for autumn 2010. Following two calls for 
expressions of interest (AMI- appels ¨ manifestations dôint®r°t), the first, in 2011, was organised in two 
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phases and the second was closed on 25 September 2012. These expressions of interest fall within the 
framework of the programme of EUR 1 350 million managed by the ADEME for the funding of demonstrators 
in the field of renewable energies and green chemistry. By the end of 2013, within the AMI ñ high 
performance buildings and plots ò framework, 9 innovative projects were selected representing a total 
amount of EUR 30.7 million: 

- CIMEP: Centre Informatique Modulaire Energétiquement Performant ï Information Centre for High 
Energy Performance Systems. The objective is to develop a new type of data centre using natural 
ventilation as the main cooling system. 

- RUPELLE REHA: The objective is to demonstrate the feasibility of a renovation to high-energy 
performance on three typical apartment buildings built between 1960 and 1975 using the technology 
already available. 

- TIPEE (Technological & Innovative Platform for Environmental Efficiency): The objective is to create 
a national technological platform dedicated to building renovation. This platform will include testing 
laboratories dedicated to the development of new technologies, a training and demonstration centre 
and business incubators. 

- CRIBA (Construction et Rénovation Industrialisées bois acier - Industrialised timber and steel 
construction and renovation): The objective of this project is to develop an industrial technical 
renovation solution for apartment buildings based on the reinforcement of insulation and on the 
improvement of the architecture through the application of an exterior wood-steel frame on the 
existing building. 

- COMEPOS (Conception et Construction Optimisées de Maisonsà Energie POSitive - Optimised 
design and construction of positive energy houses): The objective of this project is to develop the 
possibility of offering positive energy detached, multifunctional houses (regulatory uses and so-called 
non-regulatory ñ properties ò) managing costs. This project is part of a logic preparing the way for an 
evolution of regulations by 2020. 

- IBIS (solants biosourcés destinés au bâti ancien - bio sourced insulation for old buildings); the 
objective of this project is to produce on an industrial scale hemp-based mortar (the central and 
moist part of the hemp stalk obtained by mechanical defibration) thanks to the development of a 
specific binding agent. The target market is mainly the market for the rehabilitation of detached 
houses built before 1950. 

- SMARTLIGHT: intelligent high energy efficiency lighting for tertiary and industrial buildings; this 
project aims to develop a range of smart ñ plug and play ò lighting systems in replacement of old 
existing solutions. The developed lighting systems will all be equipped with presence detectors, 
daylight sensors, remote control and embedded intelligence. 

- VIPER: interior high performance insulation for housing and tertiary buildings in the urban area ; this 
project aims to launch on the market interior thermal insulation solutions, combining significant 
thermal performance and reduced thickness compared to current solutions, thanks to vacuum lever 
insulation. 

- WOODôITE: renovation solutions in wood for collective housing; this project aims to develop exterior 
thermal insulation solutions using wood, which will be prefabricated in the workshop and will 
integrate joinery and technical equipment. This solution allows to combine the rehabilitation of 
existing buildings with an increase in the living space through the adding of storeys in wood. 

Moreover, within the PREBAT2 framework, the ADEME has relaunched a call for annual research projects on 
the topic of improving energy and environmental performance of buildings. The objective of the first edition 
(closed on 14 January 2014) ñ moving towards responsible buildings by 2020 ò was to economically support 
viable and ecologically sustainable studies, methodologies and new technological or organizational solutions 
characterised by: 

- Diffusion of energy renovation of the building stock; 

- Measurement of energy consumption and environmental impact; 

- Self-supply and energy sharing; 

- Dealing with the comfort of users; 

- The lifting of social-economic limitations limiting todayôs diffusion of the renovation of the building 
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stock and the ecological transition in the building sector. 
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2. Transport sector 

2.1. Current situation 

Transport represents 31.9% of Franceôs final energy consumption with 49.2 Mtep consumed in 2012 slightly 
decreased compared to 2011 (-0.8%). After a period of significant growth between 1985 and 2002 (+2.4% 
annual average), the final energy consumption of this sector later gradually decreased on average by -0.1% 
per year between 2003 and 2012. 

Figure 4 below shows the energy mix of the transport sector. In 2012, the consumption of fuel from 
petroleum sources (petrol, gas oil, GPL fuel, jet fuel excluding incorporated biofuel) decreased by 1.5%. In 
detail, the consumption of gas oil increased by +0.5% in 2012, mainly due to the increase in light-duty diesel 
vehicles. The consumption of petrol (including incorporated bioethanol) decreased by -5.4% continuing to 
suffer the combined effects of a drop in petrol vehicles and a reduction of -4.2% in average annual mileage. 
Gas oil (including incorporated biodiesel) represented 70% of road fuels consumed and the sale of new 
diesel cars represented 73% of the market in 2012. 

The consumption of biofuels surged by +10.3% in 2012: the approved production of biofuel in France 
significantly increased in 2012, in particular that of EMHV (esters m®thyliques dôhuiles v®g®tales - vegetable 
oil methyl esters) entering the composition of biofuel and the super fuel SP95-E10, with a high content in 
bioethanol, was very successful: it went from a supply of super fuel of 17% in 2011 to 24% in 2012. 

Electricity consumption (rail and public transport) increased by 2.4%, whereas natural gas consumption 
increased by 1.3%. 

In the end, the energy mix for the transport sector remained stable compared to 2011: 93% for petrol 
products, 5% for renewable energy and 2% for electricity. The consumption of natural gas by the transport 
sector remained extremely low at 0.2% of the energy mix. 

Final energy consumption of the transport sector 
Data adjusted for climatic differences expressed in Mtep 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: SOeS calculations according to data on energy 

Figure 4. Evolution of the final energy consumption of the transport sector between 1970 and 2012 
expressed in Mtep (source: SOeS, 2012 energy balance) 

Moreover, figure 5 shows the final energy consumption of each type of transport. In 2012, road transport 
represented 81.4% of this consumption. 
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Figure 5. Final energy consumption per type of transport between 1990 and 2012 expressed in Mtep 
(source: ADEME, energy and climate, key figures, 2013 edition based on SOES data ñ Franceôs 2012 
energy balance & Transport Accounts ò) 

Inland transport of goods, measured in tonnes-kilometres, decreased by -5.4% in 2012. The recovery (+3.9% 
in 2010 and +2.4% in 2011) that followed the historical drop in 2009 (-13.5%) was therefore not confirmed. 
This decrease affected all means of transport. Road freight that dominated with 88% of tonnes-kilometres, 
decreased by -5.6%. Rail transport decreased by -4.8% after an exceptional growth of +14.1% in 2011. The 
fall in waterway transport was lower, at -1.6%. Non-road transport remained stable from 2009, after having 
halved over 20 years: it was 12.4% in 2012 and 23.5% in 1990. 

Inland passenger transport continued to gradually increase. Measured in passengers-kilometres, it increased 
by +0.4% in 2012 after a +0.7% increase in 2011. This slight downturn was due to collective means of 
transport that increased by +0.8% in 2012 against +3.3% in 2011. In particular, long distance rail collective 
transport decreased (-1.4%). In contrast, circulation of passenger vehicles increased by +0.3% at a slightly 
higher rate than in 2011 (+0.2%). This last means of transport represented 83% of passenger transport in 
2012. 

Measured in vehicles-kilometres, road circulation did not increase that much in 2012 (-0.2%). In particular, 
circulation of light-duty vehicles remained stable: +0.3% for passenger vehicles and -0.2% for commercial 
vehicles. However, the circulation of trucks dropped by -7.1% in parallel to a decrease in road freight 
transport. In 2012, circulation of passenger vehicles grew less rapidly than in previous years (+0.8% in 2011 
and +1.5% in 2010). This downturn can be explained by a more significant reduction in 2012 of the 
circulation of petrol vehicles (-7.6%), while the circulation of diesel vehicles continued to increase at the 
same rate (+3.3%) supported by a growth in diesel-powered vehicles. 

2.2. Policies and measures 

Act No. 2009-967 of 3 August 2009 enacted the accelerated development of non-road and non-air modes of 
transport. An ambitious objective was also set under article 10: to reduce by 2020 the greenhouse gas 
emissions of the transport sector to the level recorded in 1990. It should be underlined that if the 
objective set by France regarding the transport sector were based on the greenhouse gas emissions, its 
achievement would be possible in particular thanks to reductions in energy consumptions. 

The reduction in atmospheric pollution also constitutes a major issue influencing the transport sector and its 
evolution. 

The policies implemented to achieve this objective are mainly based on two points: 

- Support low-emission means of transport (modal shift); 

- Improvement of the efficiency of the means of transport used. 
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2.2.1. Encourage low-emission means of transport. 

The ñ Mobilité 21ò Commission was entrusted with the task of examining investments worth EUR 245 billion 
appearing in the project of the National Transport Infrastructures Scheme (SNIT-schéma national des 
infrastructures de transports) elaborated in 2011. The results of this project allowed to define in July 2013 the 
basis for the new transport policies that will be implemented over the next years. Priority will be given to the 
sustainable improvement of existing networks ï road, rail and waterway networks ï in order to ensure a 
better quality of these services, punctuality and comfort for all users and to allow all territories to benefit from 
efficient transport

47
. The Mobilitè 21 report ñ for a national sustainable mobility scheme ò was submitted 

on 27 June 2013 to the Ministry of Transport. It presents more than 20 recommendations for more 
sustainable mobility articulated around four main points: 

- Guarantee the quality of transport infrastructures; 

- Increase the service quality of the transport system; 

- Improve the overall performance of the railway system; 

- Renovate funding and management systems of the transport system. 

Following these proposals, the Ministry of Transport during the Council of Ministers held on 25 September 
2013 confirmed the new orientations considered by politics on the subject of transport infrastructures: 

- Give priority to the sustainable improvement of existing networks: in order to concretely put this 
priority into practice, a significant modernisation plan of the railway networks was prepared. This will 
allow the upgrading and modernisation of networks, investing currently EUR 2.5 billion per year 
concentrating on those routes where circulation is most intense and on those rail junctions with most 
traffic; 

- Continue these big projects within a realistic and sustainable schedule from a financial point of view: 
the decision was made to continue all work in progress: extension of the KGV-est line to Strasbourg, 
construction of a new railway line between Tours and Bordeaux, Le Mans and Rennes and around 
Nîmes and Montpellier. On 23 October 2013, the Ministry of Transport interrupted a section of the 
railway connecting Bordeaux to Toulouse and another section between Bordeaux and Dax. 

Moreover, the most ambitious scenario of the ñ Mobilité 21 ò Commission is held as reference and provides 
for the use of EUR 30 billion for big projects by 2030. 

Within this framework, studies will be carried out for a new line between Montpellier and Perpignan, as well 
as studies for the Paris ïNormandy travel connection project. 

Finally, national priorities shall be updated every five years to take into account all new territorial dynamics, 
such as the saturation of existing networks and in order to evaluate the consequences of the evolution of this 
economic context. 

a Freight transport  

In order to boost a new boom in rail freight, actions will be undertaken to increase connections with other 
means of transport, in order to serve ports and rolling motorway services. 

In this respect, on 18 September 2013, the Minister of Transport announced the creation of the third rolling 
motorway between Lille and Bayonne. 

As well as rail freight, other measures have the objective of favouring a modal shift of road freight transport 
towards cheaper and low emission means of transport: 

- Development of motorways of the sea: these represent a transport possibility built around regular and 
frequent viable maritime connections. The State supports the development of new motorways of the sea 
on the French Atlantic and Mediterranean coasts in order to offer in particular alternatives for crossing the 
Pyrenees and the Alps. The objective is to allow a modal shift of 5 ï 10% of the traffic concerned. A 
motorway of the sea connecting Nantes and Gijon (Spain) was inaugurated in September 2010. Along 
this route, traffic has significantly increased since the inauguration of this motorway of the sea. In 2013, it 
was in the order of 20 000 trucks. 

- The reform of ports was achieved thanks to the creation of Big overseas ports: in Guadeloupe, in 

                                                 
47 http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Remise-du-rapport-Mobilite-21-pour.html 

http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Remise-du-rapport-Mobilite-21-pour.html
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Martinique, in Guyana and in the Réunion. It includes the large hexagonal maritime ports model that 
takes into account the specific local situation. 

- The National Port Recovery Strategy presented on 24 May 2013 by the Minister of Transport. It 
includes three important points: the construction of integrated logistics solutions, a reinforced industrial 
policy and an increased role of development and space managers. It must allow ports to design their 
hinterland at a European level and to start a collaboration with maritime or river structures. 

- The State is continuing its ómagisterialô project to modernise its waterway network and the project is 
managed by Voies Navigables de France (French Waterways) (VNF). Since 1

 
January 2013, this 

institution directly manages personnel directly assigned to waterways. 

- The North Europe Seine canal project consists in the creation of a new 106 km long waterway 
connecting Oise with the Dunkerque-Escaut waterway. In 2020, this project will allow a modal shift of 
500.000 trucks towards the waterways of the involved watersheds, with a reduction in emissions between 
220 and 280 kteq CO2 by 2020

48
. An analysis report and proposals addressing financial feasibility was 

requested by the General Environmental and Sustainable Development Council (Conseil Général de 
lôEnvironnement et du D®veloppement Durable) and by the Inspectorate-General of Finance (IGF- 
lôInspection G®n®rale des Finances). The task of reconfigurating the project was then assigned to the MP 
Rémi PAUVROS. This highlights several points starting from which the Minister of Transport took concrete 
measures on 19 December 2013 in order for the project to continue: searching of funding, support 
operations in the Seine, Oise and North Calais pass watersheds, application to the European Union for 
funding, regulatory proceedings linked to the necessary changes made to the declaration of public use 
and of the Environmental Code. 

Pursuant to the Finance Act for 2009, article 11 of Decree No. 2009-967 of 3 August 2009 introduced a 
kilometre eco tax on trucks. This allows to take into account the cost of using national public-managed road 
networks and territorial authority-managed routes likely to suffer an increase in traffic. The objective of this 
eco-tax will be to fund transport infrastructure projects: the proceeds of the taxation charged for the national 
road network will go to the Financing Agency for French Transport Infrastructure (AFITF- lôAgence de 
financement des infrastructures de transport de France). The State will give back to the territorial authorities 
the proceeds of the levies corresponding to the money received for the use of the road network of which they 
are the owners. It will have to generate in a full-year, a revenue in the order of EUR 800 million for the AFITF. 
The entry into force of this tax has been suspended. A parliamentary mission is still in progress. 

Implementation of this eco-tax will allow annual final energy savings of 0.165 Mtep in 2016 and of 0.168 
Mtep in 2020

49
. 

 

As in the previous article 41 of Decree No. 2013-431 of 28 May 2013 addressing various provisions on the 
topic of infrastructures and transport services, a national conference on logistics will be organised before 31 
December 2014. This will gather all the players and equipment managers allowing to manage sector flows, 
as well as experts. Its objective will be to carry out an analysis of the French logistics offer, to determine 
requirements for the future and evaluate the possibility of implementing a national logistics direction scheme. 
This conference will also allow to identify investment and service priorities within a national action plan for 
logistic competitiveness in France. 

                                                 
48 Source: http://www.seine-nord-europe.com. By 2050, the shift could reach between 1.2 and 2 million trucks per year depending on 

forecast traffic scenarios. 
49 Source: SceGES assessment (see Annex 3) 

http://www.seine-nord-europe.com/
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b Passenger transport 

As previously mentioned, the high-speed railway development plan was defined by the Mobilité 21 
Commission. 

Regarding the Reserved Public Transport Corridors Development Plan (TCSP- programme de 
développement des transports en commun en site propre)

50
, a first call for projects was launched, for which 

work started before the end of 2011. The State committed to co-funding 52 projects carried out by 37 
authorities for a total of more than 400 km of new lines. 

The second call for projects, which was launched in 2010 and the results of which were published on 9 
February 2011, saw the selection of 78 projects representing 622 km of routes in 54 agglomerations. 

A third call for projects was launched on 7 May 2013. The following could be funded: 

- Underground, tramway, tram-train, high efficiency bus service, waterway or river shuttles, cable or 
rack and pinion transport projects; 

- Investments in bicycles; 

- Innovative actions in the field of sustainable mobility (specifically dedicated envelope). 

In order to evaluate applications, the call for projects must consider in particular, the interest of the project in 
terms of sustainable development issues that affect living conditions, accessibility and air quality, a good 
management of spaces, energy transition and social cohesion. To this end, those projects contributing to an 
improvement of poor neighbourhoods benefit from a funding tax that can be increased by a further 10%. 

On 17 September 2013, the Minister of Transport announced the approval of almost 120 projects 
representing a total of EUR 5 billion. Apart from classic infrastructure works, around twenty of these projects 
envisage multimodal information solutions or multimodal exchange centres. The selection of the approved 
projects will soon be communicated. 

With regards to the Île-de-France, the Prime Minister announced a ñ New Grand Paris ò project whose 
principals and calendar were presented on 6 March 2013. Within this framework, the ñ Grand Paris Express ò 
shall be completed by 2030. This will translate into 200 km of underground lines and 72 new stations. Its cost 
is estimated at EUR 29.5 billion The ñ New Grand Paris ò also takes into account the modernisation of 
existing resources. By 2017, EUR 6 billion will also be used to improve daily transport with the creation of 
new tramways, the extension of underground lines and the renovation of the RER (Réseau express régional 
- Regional Express Network). 

Moreover, since 1 January 2009, businesses have had to pay half of the cost of public transport 
subscriptions. This measure, implemented in the 80s, was previously limited to Île -de-France. 

 

Implementation of the Emergency Plan for air quality 

In order to respond to national issues related to improvement of air quality, the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, the Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy, and the Ministry of Transport, 
Sea and Fishing, implemented an Interministerial Air Quality Committee (CIQA- Comité 
Interminist®riel de la Qualit® de lôAir) in September 2012. 

The CIQAôs mission is to elaborate, together with the local authorities involved, concrete and 
sustainable solutions in order to improve air quality in particular in the field of transport. 

These solutions aim to support Atmospheric Protection Plans (PPA- plans de protection de 
lôatmosph¯re), mainly in those areas of European jurisdiction.  

The CIQA has elaborated an air quality emergency plan (PUQA- plan dôurgence pour la qualit® de 
lôair) that presents 38 measures around five priority actions: 

- Favour the development of all forms of personal transport and mobility through incentive 
measures; 

                                                 
50 See Article 13 of Act No 2009-967 of 3 August 2009 
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- Regulate the flow of vehicles in those areas particularly affected by atmospheric pollution; 

- Reduce emissions from industrial and individual combustion installations; 

- Fiscally promote more efficient vehicles or mobility solutions in terms of air quality; 

- Raise awareness and conduct communication actions to change behaviour. 

The committee met on 30 April 2013 to give the signal for implementation of the PUQA. Most of the 
measures of this plan announced on 6 February were implemented in 2013. According to the report 
of 18 December 2013, 19 out of the 38 measures of the PUQA were achieved or are about to be 
achieved and 13 are well underway  

2.2.2. Improve the efficiency of the means of transport used 

a Road transport 

Improve the performance of new vehicles 

Regulation (EC) 443/2009 sets an objective for the reduction by 2020 of the average level of emissions for 
new vehicles. Since emissions were equal to 176g CO2/km in 2007, Decree No. 2009-967 of 3 August 2009 
set the objective of an average reduction of emissions of all French cars to 120g by 2020. 

The atmospheric emissions of vehicles are regulated by European norms. For each category of vehicles, 
these fix emission values for nitrogen oxides, unburnt hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide or even particles that 
become more and more limiting over time. 

Numerous measures have been implemented at a national and community level in order to encourage the 
purchase of new, more energy-efficient vehicles in terms of energy consumption, greenhouse gas emissions 
and pollutant emissions: 

- Since 2006, the total annual tax on business vehicles has been established based on the vehicleôs 
level of greenhouse gas emissions and no longer on the basis of its fiscal horsepower. Businesses are 
subject to this tax whatever vehicles they use in France, regardless of the State in which they are 
registered or regardless of whether they are registered in France provided these vehicles are registered 
in the category of passenger vehicles. 

The applicable rate ranges from EUR 2 per gram of CO2 per kilometre for vehicles with emissions 
between 50 and 100g CO2/km to EUR 27 per g CO2/km for vehicles with emissions greater than 250g 
CO2/km. The tax rates on company cars (TVS- taxe sur les véhicules de société) were tightened for high 
polluting vehicles for the tax period from the 1 October 2011 to 30 September 2012. With regards to the 
applicable rate according to the emission rate of carbon dioxide, vehicles involved in the rate increase are 
those vehicles that emit more than 120g CO2/km. Tax exemption is now granted to those vehicles that 
emit up to 50g of CO2/km (a condition met exclusively today by electric vehicles). The applicable rate 
based on the fiscal horsepower of vehicles has also been adjusted, each unit being lowered by one horse 
power (CV ï cheval-vapeur). 

The temporary exemption that was granted to certain vehicles using exclusively or non-electric energy, 
natural gas vehicles (GNV), liquefied petrol gas (GPL) or superthanol E85, has been suppressed. A new 
temporary exemption has been implemented for hybrid vehicles combining electric energy and petrol or 
gas oil engines emitting less than 110 g CO2/km. 

The Finance Act for 2014 has added an ñ air ò component for company cars that takes into account the 
emissions of atmospheric pollutants (particles and nitrogen oxides). 

- The ñ environmental bonus-malus scheme ò: this scheme based on the CO2 per kilometre emissions of 
new vehicles, rewards the purchase of low CO2 emission vehicles and penalises the purchase of high 
emissions vehicles (refer to the box on the following page). This scheme has been a great success and 
has allowed the average emissions of registered vehicles in France to go from 149g CO2/km in 2007 to 
140 g CO2/km in 2008 and 133 g CO2/km in 2009. In 2010, 2011 and 2012, the average level of 
emissions of new registered vehicles further decreased respectively to 130, 128 and 124 g CO2/km. The 
introduction of a bonus malus scheme therefore translated into an immediate reduction of average 
emissions of 7g CO2/km and a continuation in the downward trend of 3.9 g CO2/km/year against 1.5 
gCO2/km/year before the introduction of this scheme. In 2013, trends were confirmed. At the beginning of 



 

National Energy Efficiency Action Plan - 2014                                        

                                                                                         42 

2013, following a significant revalorisation of the malus scheme, a decrease in the average emissions of 
new vehicles by 5 g CO2/km was reported. Based on data for the first eleven months of the year, the 
average emissions of CO2 over 2013 should be in the order of 117g CO2/km, and are among the lowest of 
Europe (see figure 6). In this field, only kilometre emissions of vehicles sold to Denmark and Portugal 
were lower with an average of around 114 g CO2/km. 

-  

 

Figure 6. Evolution of average CO2 emissions of new vehicles expressed in g CO2/km between 2003 
and 2013 (source: MEDDE) 

 

The General Commission for Sustainable Development (CGDD) published in April 2013 a study focusing on 
environmental benefit, evaluated for the total life-span (hypothesised at 15 years) of each cohort of vehicles 
registered between 2008 and 2012 and for an average annual mileage of 12 700 km. The improvement in 
terms of CO2 derived from this system over five years is in the order of an avoided 14.6 MtCO2. Valorised 
depending on the chronic price of CO2 proposed by the Strategic Analysis Centre (being 32 ú/tCO2 growing 
at a rate of 5.8% until 2030), this saving in CO2 in monetary terms amounted to EUR 527 million. 
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Automotive bonus-malus scheme: description of the scheme and its evolution. 

The automotive bonus ïmalus scheme comprises three points: 

- The first, fixed by Decree No. 2007-1873, consists in allocating a premium or ñ bonus ò for all purchases 
or rentals of a new vehicle or van with low CO2 emissions. 

- The second point, also fixed by Decree No 2007-1873, consists in adding to the bonus a ñ super 
bonus ò that aims to accelerate the rate of renewal of the vehicle stock and through this to reduce its 
average unit emissions. In 2008, a premium of EUR 300 was granted, subject to the purchase of a new 
vehicle with less than 130g CO2/km emissions, for the scrapping of vehicles older than 15 years. Within 
the framework of the recovery plan, the super bonus was replaced in 2009 and 2010 by a scrapping 
scheme. Since 2011, the super bonus scheme has been reintroduced; however, it was modified in 2012: 
a total of EUR 200 is still today granted on top of the ecology bonus when the purchase of a new 
ñ bonused ò vehicle is accompanied by the withdrawal from the circulation of a vehicle older than 15 
years. 

- Finally, the third point (articles 1011 bis and ter of the General Tax Code Code Général des Impôts ï
CGI) provides for an additional tax, a ñ malus ò applicable to high polluting vehicles. A reduction of 20g 
of CO2/km per dependent child was introduced for vehicles destined to large families and an exemption 
from the malus was implemented for handicapped people. A specific reduction was also introduced for 
vehicles designed to be powered with super ethanol E85. An annual tax of EUR 160 was also 
introduced (Article 1011 ter of the CGI) for high CO2 emission vehicles registered after the 1 January 
2009. 

Supplied with the proceeds of the applied malus, excluding the first registration of the highest polluting 
vehicles, the funds helping the purchase of personal vehicles were insufficient for the period from 2008 to 
2011 given a stronger than expected reaction of consumers from the implementation of the bonus-malus 
scheme: - EUR 214 million in 2008 (EUR 439.37 million of expenditure for EUR 225.37 million of receipts), 
- EUR 522.3 million in 2009 (EUR 724.56 million of expenditure for EUR 190.39 million of receipts), - EUR 
516.6 million in 2010 (EUR 707.22 million of expenditure for EUR 202.25 million of receipts), - EUR 198.5 
million in 2011 (EUR 396,32 million of expenditure for EUR 197.85 million of receipts). The accumulated 
deficit being EUR 1.45 billion for the first four years of existence of the scheme. 

In 2012, the balance sheet of the scheme was stable. 

In total, of the first eleven months of 2013, the scheme would have a loss of EUR 172.2 million. The 
segment of the market represented by low emission vehicles (i.e. belonging to one of the three segments 
with emissions lower than 61 g CO2/km) was multiplied by 1.6 passing from 0.33% for the first eleven 
months of 2012 to 0.54% for the first eleven months of 2013. The total number of registrations of the 61-
90gCO2/km segment and the 91-105 g CO2/km segment were also multiplied by 1.5 between 2012 and 
2013, reaching 572 054 vehicles for the first eleven months of 2013. In total, the segments receiving 
bonuses in 2013 increased by 60% whilst maluses decreased by 35%. The neutral segment (106-135 g 
CO2/km) decreased by 8.5%.  

On a technological basis, registration of hybrid cars significantly increased: +85.9% for petrol hybrid cars 
and +50.4% for gas oil hybrid cars for the first eleven months of 2013 compared to the first eleven months 
of 2012, following a trend that had already started in the second half of 2012. The market of electric 
passenger cars almost doubled between 2012 and 2013 and presented numerous monthly registrations 
from March (from 903 to 1350 matriculations in the months of March, April and June). For the first eleven 
months of 2013, there were 8 072 electric car registrations (+48.7% compared to the same period of the 
previous year). Market activities were driven in particular by the introduction on the market of the Renault 
ZOE, commercialised from the beginning of 2013 and that represented 65% of passenger electric car sales 
for the first eleven months of 2013. 

A new bonus rate was introduced on 1 November 2013. The financial aid provided by this new rate are 
dedicated to low CO2 emission electric or hybrid vehicles, to fundamental energy transition elements, as 
well as to high-efficiency thermal vehicles. 

A strengthening of the malus rate came into force on 1 January 2014: this new malus rate, complementary 
to the bonus rate applicable since 1 November 2013, provides an even stronger incentive for the purchase 
of new more energy-efficient and low CO2 emission vehicles. 
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Implementation of the measures regulating the performance of new vehicles allowed an annual final energy 
saving of 0.1 Mtep in 2010, of 1.1 Mtep in 2016 and of 2.2 Mtep in 2020.

51
 

 

At the European level, regulations 443/2009 limit the CO2 emissions of passenger vehicles and oblige 
automotive manufacturers to gradually reduce the CO2 emissions of new vehicles to 130 g CO2 /km by 2015 
(65% of the fleet in 2012, 74% in 2013, 80% in 2014 and 100% in 2015). These regulations also implement a 
penalty mechanism in the eventuality these emission limits are exceeded. In order to send a signal to the 
industry for future production cycles, it has also defined a new objective for CO2 emissions for 2020. 

Moreover, regulation 510/2011/EC of 11 May 2011 provides that average emissions of light-duty utility 
vehicles must be progressively reduced to 175 g CO2/km within the context of progressive implementation 
between 2014 and 2017. An objective value of 147 g CO2/km has been fixed for 2020. 

The European Commission, in its proposal made on 11 July 2012 to the European Council and Parliament, 
confirmed these objectives and maintained the major technical and administrative provisions of the initial 
regulations. It provides to propose by the end of 2014 a new phase of emission reductions, without fixing at 
this stage a schedule or objective values; to exempt all small manufacturers (less than 500 vehicles sold a 
year within the European Union) from these provisions and reintroduce for a limited period ñ super-credits ò 
for electric vehicles (less than 35g CO2/km). 

Reduce emissions of road vehicles. 

Directive 33/2009/EC obliges to take into account when purchasing vehicles through public procurement 
and outsourcing of public passenger transport services by road and by rail, the energy and environmental 
impact of these vehicles over their entire life cycle. To this end, this directive proposes two possible methods:  

- The determination of technical specifications relative to the environmental and energy impact of the 
vehicle; 

- Consideration of this impact when deciding whether to buy the vehicle either as award criteria or by 
monetization. 

Within the context of the transposition of the directive into French law
52

, the solution offered by national law is 
to transpose the set of options of the directive and leave the choice to purchasers. 

Directive 2009/30/EC regulating the specifications of petrol, diesel and gas-oil as well as the introduction of 
a mechanism allowing to monitor and reduce greenhouse gas emissions, provides for a reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions produced over the entire lifecycle of the fuel or energy, up to 10% per unit of 
energy supplied at the latest by 31 December 2020. The objective of this reduction is 6%

53
achieved thanks 

to the use of biofuel, replacement fuel or a reduction in flaring and venting at production sites ï as well as 
two supplementary indicative objectives of 2% achieved on the one hand through the use of environmentally 
friendly carbon capture and storage technologies and the use of electric vehicles and on the other, thanks to 
the purchase of rights under the Kyoto Protocol Clean Development Mechanism. 

Tax on fuel gives leverage in order to encourage people to adopt better behaviour with regards to energy 
consumption and to produce fewer greenhouse gases and local pollutants (see Energy section). An 
Ecological Taxation Committee was also set up on 18 December 2012 with the responsibility of drawing up 
advice regarding the ecological taxation measures proposed by the Government and in order to advance 
proposals on the topic. The committee issued an interim report in July 2013 focusing on how to make 
taxation ñ greener ò. For example, recommendations were issued in order to favour a convergence of the 
taxation on gas oil and on petrol in order to cover the externalities generated from their consumption. 

Taking into account CO2 emissions in fuel taxation was proposed and approved by the Government in the 
Finance Act for 2014. It consists in progressively increasing the interest rate of domestic consumption tax on 
energy products (TICPE- taxe intérieure sur la consommation des produits énergétiques) based on the CO2 
content of each product. The price for a tonne of carbon will be fixed at EUR 7 in 2014, EUR 14.5 in 2015 
and EUR 22 in 2016. 

                                                 
51 Source: SceGES assessment (see Annex 3) 
52 Act 2011-12 of 5 January 2011 adapting various provisions of the legislation in line with European Union law (Article 12) 
53 Compared to the European Community average of greenhouse gas emissions over the total life cycle per unit of produced energy 

from fossil fuels in 2010  
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b Aviation sector 

The creation of the Single European Sky programme initiated by the 2004 European Regulations and 
consolidated by the second set of regulations (EC Directive No 1070/2009), has allowed to launch an 
ambitious reorganisation programme of aviation navigation services and an improvement of the 
management of air traffic in Europe. 

The objective of the SESAR (Single European Sky Air traffic management Research) programme, 
which is the technological part of the Single European Sky programme, is the development over the next 30 
years of a new generation of safe and efficient European air traffic management systems that also respect 
sustainable development issues. The objective is to reduce C02 emissions from 6 to 12% through fuel 
efficiency, in particular thanks to the reduction of distances travelled, waiting and driving times. The 
programme is expected to be introduced in 2015 and will remain in force until 2030. 

Regulation No1070/2009 (called ñ Single Sky II ò) regulates a system managing the efficiency of air 
navigation services and consolidates the implementation for all States of functional airspace blocks 
grouping the airspace of several Member States. France is a member of the ñ FABEC - Functional 
Airspace Block Europe Centralò together with Germany, Switzerland, Luxemburg, Belgium and the 
Netherlands. The FABEC treaty came into force on 1 June 2013. The FABEC is a functional airspace block 
whose mission is to manage airspace and traffic in the best possible way and defragment it in order to 
improve air navigation efficiency within an area of 1.7 million km

2
 characterised by extremely intense air 

traffic. The FABEC represents more than 5.5 million flights per year, that is 55% of the number of controlled 
flights in Europe: 66 000 tonnes of CO2 (that is around 20 000 tep) should be reduced year after year within 
the scope of the FABEC performance plan 2012-2014 thanks to more efficient flight paths. Further savings 
are expected for the following years. 

Moreover, implementation of continuous descent procedures are ongoing with the objective of reducing 
noise pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. Such procedures are in service in the airports of Orly, 
Charles de Gaulle, Strasbourg, Lyon, Marseille and Toulouse. Several continuous descent procedure 
projects are also being developed in Nantes, Bordeaux, Nice and Bâle-Mulhouse. These procedures allow to 
avoid variations in rotor speed avoiding the use of propellers from the beginning of descent until reaching the 
runway. 

In order to reduce atmospheric pollutant emissions in airports, two studies are ongoing to study the feasibility 
of using replacement equipment (electric connection) instead of auxiliary power units (APU) that emit 
atmospheric pollutants and of varying landing charges based on local pollutant emissions. 

Flight path 2050 of the Advisory Council for Aeronautics Research in Europe (ACARE) has also 
endorsed new long-term objectives for the aviation sector, such as a 75% reduction of aircraft CO2 emissions 
by 2050 compared to the aircraft in the year 2000. In France, these objectives revolve around different 
actions under the Advisory Board for Civil Aviation Research (CORAC). 

Since 2012, the aviation sector has integrated its European CO2 emission trading scheme, ETS (Emission 

Trading Scheme). As well as technological progress and the improvements obtained in the management of 

air traffic, these economic measures must lead to a limitation of CO2 emissions in Europe. After several years 
of negotiation and an acceleration during the last 12 months, the 38

th
 Session of the Assembly of the 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) endorsed the decision to develop a global system allowing to 
compensate, using economic measures, the CO2 emissions of the aviation sector (measures based on the 
ñ MBM ò market). The principles of this global system shall be completed during the next Assembly in 2016 in 
order to be implemented by 2020. Moreover, it imposes a strict set of market measures implemented by the 
Member States (based on the European ETS model) for the period before the entry into force of the global 
system in 2020. 

c Waterway and maritime transport. 

Within the field of maritime transport, the main actions focus on: 

- Supporting the use of new fuels: this support in particular is driven by a review of the provisions 
concerning the sulphur content of marine fuels introduced by European Directive 2012/33/EU of 21 
November 2012, that converted in communitarian law the amendments made by the International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO) under Annex 6 of the Marpol convention on discharge of sulphur by the 
ships into the sea. Given the technical difficulties (supply of marine gas oil, adaptation of ships) in 
implementing these provisions, the government is considering the development of alternative solutions 
such as the use of liquefied natural gas (LNG) which would allow to meet the obligations of short-term 
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maturities (2015) concerning the control areas of SO2 emissions (SECA - Sulphur Emission Control Area). 
Ship-owners are working on this option and the MEDDE has started a national reflection on the potential 
of the development of LNG powered marine transport. 

- Support to the work of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) regulating the limitation and 
control of ship emissions, as well as the development of emission control areas. 

2.2.3. Raising awareness and communication  

a The general public 

The main following measures have been implemented in order to encourage a change in the behaviour of 
those involved: 

- The CO2 label of passenger cars: the CO2 label of passenger cars 
upon sale has been made mandatory for all new vehicles through 
Decree since 10 May 2006. Its objective is to raise awareness among 
purchasers of vehicles and also allow implementation of fiscal 
measures related to CO2 emissions. Since May 2006, it has become 
mandatory to apply in a visible way this label on each and every new 
passenger car or display it near to the car in all showrooms in France. 
This allows all potential car buyers to be informed in a clear and 
comparative way of the CO2 emissions of the vehicle. Fuel 

consumption also appears on the label. 

-  C02 information on transport performance: in order to encourage 
low CO2 emission transport, transport providers (passenger transport 
businesses or freight companies, removal firms, taxi services, agents, 
travel agents é) have been obliged since 1

 
October 2013 to inform 

their clients, for each form of transport, of the CO2 emissions of each 
trip. Implementation of this measure was the result of long negotiations 
with transport professionals involved in the Transport Environmental Energy Observatory (TEEO). 

This obligation was adopted within the framework of Decree No 2010-788 of 12 July 2010 and was 
repeated in the Transport Code (article L.1431-3). Decree N o2011-1336 of 24 October 2011 sets a series 
of common calculation principles for all means of transport (rail, road, river, sea, air). It specifies the ways 
to inform the beneficiary as well as the schedule of implementation of the provisions. The calculation 
method

54
 is based on a European Regulation related to the calculation and the declaration of the energy 

consumption and of the greenhouse gas emissions of transport services (regulation NF EN 16258
55

: 
methods for the calculation and declaration of the energy consumption and of the greenhouse gas 
emissions of transport services (freight and passenger transport)).  

This decree proposes a general methodology allowing transport companies to calculate the amount of 
different sources of energy consumed based on the means of transport used for each leg of the journey. 
This amount of energy is then multiplied by a specific emission factor for each type of energy. This factor 
establishes the correspondence between the amount of energy consumed and the amount of CO2 
emitted. When businesses do not calculate these values themselves, the emission factors of the energy 
sources and the values to be used, are set in a Decree of 10 April 2012. 

- The multimodal passenger information is a key tool to allow a better use of available means of 
transport (an increase in the occupancy rate of car sharing vehicles, synergy between different means of 
transport,é). The French Agency for the Multimodal Information and smart-Ticketing (AFIMB- Agence 
Fran­aise de lôInformation Multimodale et de la Billettique) was created to allow the coherent 
development of all these information systems at a national level. 

- The Topten comparator (www.guidetopten.com, see Energy section) allows to identify the most 

energy efficient cars and utility vehicles within several subcategories (city cars, multi-utility vehicles, LCV 
< 700 kg...). 

                                                 
54 The methods guide can be downloaded from the following website: http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Information-CO2-

des-prestations-de.html. This methods guide was published on the MEDDE website on 21 November 2013. In its annex, a sheet 
explains the links between the norm and the decree. 

55 The NF EN 16258 decree has been in force since December 2012 and regulates greenhouse gases. 

http://www.guidetopten.com/
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Information-CO2-des-prestations-de.html
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Information-CO2-des-prestations-de.html
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- The www.toutsurlenvironnement.fr portal responds to the commitment made by France for the first 

pillar of the Aarhus Convention ñ access to information on the environment ò. The portal offers access to 
information on the environment provided by the French private players. Almost 80 000 resources are 
currently referenced from almost 185 contributors. Different search modes have been suggested to 
answer the need of information through key words, themes or by territory. The ñ transports ò heading in 
particular has a series of sub-headings relative to energy consumptions and impact on the environment. 

- Every year in September ñ mobility week ò is organised. Since 2009, it has been incorporated into the 
week on road safety and is now called ñ mobility and road safety week ò. This week, which sees the 
organisation of several hundreds of actions all over France, aims to generate behavioural changes in 
travel. The 2011 and 2012 editions in particular encouraged car-pooling and stimulated an interest in new 
technologies within an intermodality logic, which allows an optimal use of alternative means of transport 
to private cars; the 2013 edition focused even more on commuter trips. 

- Car-pooling is encouraged in particular within the framework of urban travel plans (see infra) and the 
State will implement the legal certainty necessary for this form of travel. The programming bill on energy 
transition that is being prepared shall lead to the introduction of provisions relative to car-pooling; 

- Car sharing consists in making a fleet of cars available to be shared by members thus allowing a 
reduction of the car stock and encouraging the use of more appropriate vehicles according to their use. In 
order to encourage this, a ñ car sharing ò label can be attributed and used under the conditions defined 
by the decree of 26 October 2012 amended on 28 February 2012. This allows the authorities to reserve 
parking spaces for vehicles that are in possession of this label and this activity will be taken into account 
during urban travel plans. The ñ car sharing ò label can only be attributed to vehicles that respect the 
carbon dioxide emission limitations fixed by the Decree of 26 October 2012. 

- The use of active transport and soft mobility is encouraged, in particular the use of bicycles. Thus, 
the Minister of Transport set up on 3 June 2013 an interministerial work-group for the promotion of active 
mobility (walking and cycling). Following the proposals of this group, an action plan will soon be 
announced. 

 

The ñ Modernisation de lôAction Publique et dôAffirmation des M®tropoles ò bill includes in particular a 
definition of car-pooling. It also provides that authorities in charge of mobility can issue a ñ car-sharing ò label 
and fixes technical characteristics of the vehicles involved in this activity based on the objective of reducing 
atmospheric pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. Under article 32, it also offers the department and the 
region the possibility of transferring some of their competences to the city. 

Moreover, measures in favour of eco-driving have been implemented: professional road haulage drivers are 
now trained in eco-driving as part of their initial and 5-year training. For car drivers, a set of questions for the 
driving theory- test has been prepared in order to take into account also eco-driving. The school road safety 
certificate programme and tests organised by schools have been introduced in order to include this problem. 

Finally, within the framework of the extension of the energy saving certification system (EEC) for the period 
2011-2013 (see Energy section), law No 2010-788 of 12 July 2010 (article 78) extends this system to fuel 
providers for fuel consumption of cars, if annual sales exceed a certain level. The obligation of energy 
savings for these professionals for the three-year period is of 90 TWh of the cumulative discounted final 
energy. This evolution has allowed to identify best practises and stimulate the development of energy saving 
operations within the transport sector, like modal shifts or eco-driving training. 

 

b Communities and businesses 

The ADEME has developed various evaluation tools in order to help authorities assess their fleet of cars and 
orient sales towards clean vehicles: for passenger vehicles, a guide on the consumptions and emissions of 
these vehicles has been put online on the ADEMEôs website

56
; for trucks, the ADEME has made a series of 

tools available to help in decision-making, in particular for clean buses, service vehicles, city buses and 
refuse collection vehicles. 

The ADEME has also developed an on line tool to integrate the energy consumption and greenhouses gas 
emissions ñ from well-to-wheel ò of different means of transport and for different types of motorisation. 

                                                 
56 A guide to the conventional consumption and CO2 emissions of new passenger cars on sale in France pursuant to directive No 

1999/94/EC (www.ademe.fr/carlebelling)  

http://www.toutsurlenvironnement.fr/
http://www.ademe.fr/carlebelling
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c Transport professionals 

Effective since 1 October 2013, passenger and freight transport service providers or removal companies 
have the obligation to supply information on the amount of CO2 generated by their service. (See above). 
They are also subject to the implementation of mandatory energy audits (see ñ Industry ò section). 

Moreover, several voluntary programmes are today ongoing : 

- ñ Carriers commit to the CO2 objective,ò : This commitment was 
introduced in December 2008 for road freight transport 
companies using trucks of 3.5 tonnes or more. After two 
extensions, the regulation now also addresses the passenger 
road transport sector (urban and extra-urban), as well as light-
duty freight transport vehicles. This process offers a methodology 
framework to transport companies that wish to engage for a 3-
year period, based on a concrete and personalised action plan, in achieving a global objective of reducing 
their fuel consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. These actions focus on 4 points: vehicle, fuel, 
driver and organisation of traffic.  

Since December 2008, the ñ Carriers commit to the CO2 objective ò approach has brought together more 
than 1 000 companies from the road transport sector, of which 13% of passenger transport companies. It 
represents almost 100 000 involved vehicles (that is around 18% of trucks and coaches registered in 
France). This approach has allowed to avoid 715 000 tCO2 emissions. 

- The National Federation of Passenger Transport (FNTV- fédération nationale des transports de 
voyageurs) signed on 14 October 2009 a Charter for the development of road safety and sustainable 
development measures. The objective of this Charter is to organise a working relationship between the 
various partners (the FNTV, the State, the ADEME...) in order to allow environmental and road safety 
objectives to advance. 

- In the aviation sector, a convention was signed in January 2008 within the framework of which all the 
players of the French aviation sector committed to putting into practice a series of concrete measures in 
the fight against noise pollution, for the preservation of air quality and in the fight against global warming. 
Among the commitments in particular the following measures appear:  

đ Air France commits to the regular replacement of a substantial part of its aircraft with more energy-
efficient airplanes with low CO2 emissions; 

đ Airlines have agreed to make a CO2 calculator available to passengers; 

đ Paris Airport has agreed to implement a car-pooling site between its terminals, to increase a 
significant number of electric vehicles replacing airport vehiclesé  

At the end of the four years of the convention, all commitments made were maintained or approached. 

2.2.4. Studies and governance 

The Urban Transport Plans (PDU) introduced by the law regulating the orientation of inland transport of 30 
December 1982 define the principles of the organisation of passenger and freight transport, urban transport 
circulation and parking within urban transport areas. Since the decree of 30 December 1996 regulating air 
quality and a rational use of energy, it has become mandatory to elaborate a PDU within the areas of urban 
transport including in total or in part agglomerations of more than 100 000 inhabitants.  

Within the PDU framework, State support to company travel, administrative travel, school transport or activity 
areas was reiterated within the framework of article 13 of Decree No 2009-967 of 3 August 2009. Decree No 
2010-788 of 12 July 2010 (article 63) also states that the PDU, during their elaboration and review, must now 
include an evaluation of the avoided CO2emissions expected following the implementation of the plan. From 
2015, the obligation will be extended to all greenhouse gases. Decree No 2012-616 of 2 May 2012 sets the 
modalities that can be used in the evaluation of planning documents, plans, schedules or programmes that 
have an impact on the environment. 

Finally, voluntary approaches to the elaboration of transport plans at a company level (PDE) instituted 
by the Solidarity law and urban renewal of 13 December 2000 are encouraged. In particular, agglomerations 
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with more than 100 000 inhabitants must create mobility advice centres destined to all site managers of 
activity. In June 2009, the ADEME identified 1170 PDEs, 5 times more than in 2005 representing more than 
one million salaries. Transport plans can also be adopted for school institutions. The evaluation carried out 
by the ADEME in 2008-2009 identified 1 470 processes within 61% of cases implementation of walking 
buses and in 16% of cases the choice of a more global approach including several measures. 

2.2.5. Research  

Within the sector of inland transport, several study, research and development programmes are ongoing. 
These challenge the scientific and industrial community on the issues of energy efficiency of the transport 
chain, efficiency of resources and knowledge of mobilities. 

PREDIT (National experimentation research and innovation programme for inland transport) supports the 
majority of operational research work carried out in the inland transport sector, both for the knowledge of 
mobility practices of people and goods, as well as developments on vehicles (transmission system, 
alternative fuel, hybridisation) and the knowledge of the impact of transport on the environment. PREDIT 4, 
for the period 2008-2012, disposes of a budget of EUR 400 million .  

PREDIT is accompanied by two associated research programmes: ITTECOP (infrastructures of terrestrial 
transport, ecosystems and landscapes) which aims to support research relative to the relations between 
infrastructures, biodiversity and landscapes and PRIMEQUAL that coordinates research aiming at 
supervising and improving air quality in order to reduce the risks to human health and to the environment. 

Particular initiatives are currently being supported in favour of technological solutions specifically for long-
haul freight transport (INNOFRET), to reduce the CO2 footprint of this activity, strongly dependent on fossil 
fuels. 

The State has invested EUR 1 billion in the ñ Vehicles of the future ò programme of the future investment 
programme (PIA- programme dôinvestissement dôavenir). This effort has led to the development of innovative 
and sustainable technologies and solutions for the travel sector. The total available aid, in the order of 
several million euros, authorises the funding of genuine wide-scale demonstrators. In particular, in the 
mobility sector, approved projects are complete system experimentation programmes (systemic approach). 

A second PIA will give EUR 300 million to the ñ vehicle of the future ò programme. It will involve vehicles, 
infrastructures and road, rail, sea and river travel systems. The projects will have to set specific objectives for 
a reduction in consumptions, emissions and pollution. Selected through calls for expressions of interest, they 
will be carried out by consortia, run by companies together with, in particular, SMEs but also public 
laboratories or directly by the companies. 

There are vacancies for the following AMI: Carbon-free vehicles; daily mobility and final routing of goods; 
experimentation linked to recharging infrastructures for rechargeable electric and hybrid vehicles; thermal 
chain traction; relief, aero dynamism, vehicle architecture, ships of the future. 

Finally, several projects are supported within the framework of the FUI (fonds unique interministériel-
Interministerial unique funds) and by the RGCU (réseau génie civil urbain-urban civil engineering network) to 
favour more energy efficient construction procedures using more noble materials and in order to increase the 
durability of construction work. 

Within the maritime and naval sector, on 17 May 2011, the CORICAN (Conseil dôOrientation de la 
Recherche et de lôInnovation pour la Construction et les Activités Navales -Council for the Orientation of 
Research and Innovation in Shipbuilding and Related Activities) was set up on the basis of the commitments 
undertaken from the Blue Book of the Oceans Round Table of Grenelle de la Mer. The CORICAN groups 
together the representatives of the French naval sector (public players, NGO, trade unions, businesses) and 
its common objective is to contribute to a development and innovation research plan for the definition and 
promotion of the ship of the future ñ clean, efficient, safe and intelligent ship ò 

In the aviation sector, the technological progress made in the aeronautical industry over the past fifty years, 
thanks to research and innovation, has allowed to significantly improve the energy efficiency of air transport : 
with a reduction of more than 70% in fuel consumption ï and hence of carbon dioxide emissions (CO2) - and 
of 70% in nitrogen oxide emissions (NOx). This important continued investment in research and technology 
meets the objectives fixed for the environment and contributes to the competitiveness of world air transport. 

The Civil Aviation Research Council (CORAC- conseil pour la recherche aéronautique civile) has in 
particular allowed to create a technology roadmap pulling together all the efforts of national research. The 
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CORAC chaired by the Minister of Transport, groups together all the French players of air transport: airlines, 
airports, the aeronautical industry, relative research organisations and ministers. It works towards the 
coordination of all aeronautical research carried out in France. It has allowed the definition and the ambitious 
launch of demonstration programmes. It involves the fields of propulsion systems, structures (composite 
materials), systems (more electric planes, avionics) and helicopters. This programme must allow the 
emergence of technologies within these areas that will directly contribute to the achievement of the 
objectives set forth by the CORAC and in particular of a reduction of 50% of CO2 emissions of aircraft by 
2020 compared to the aircraft in 2000, in compliance with European objectives. 

Complementary to the efforts made in view of better energy efficiency, France supports research carried out 
on biofuels for the aviation sector that will also allow to reduce emissions. The DGAC in particular 
guarantees the piloting of the initiative for future aeronautical fuels (Ini-FCA) which groups together the 
French players of air transport, the aeronautical, energy and agriculture industries. Launched in 2007, the 
Ini-FCAôs main objective is to identify and plan the research needs within this sector for the following years. 
The Ini-FCA works on the technological, economic and environmental aspects necessary to launch a 
significant production of sustainable biofuels for the aeronautical sector. It acts to determine the most 
interesting and adapted sectors for France, such as, for example, biofuels originating from the transformation 
of sugar or oilseed crops. This work falls within the framework of the European ñ Biofuel flight path 2020 
roadmapò, the objective of which is the production of two million tonnes of aeronautical biofuel by 2020. 

In 2012, the DGAC also funded the CAER (Carburants Alternatifs pour lôA®ronautique -Alternative Fuels for 
the Aeronautical Industry) research programme led by IFP-New Energy. This 4-year programme shall allow 
to select the best fuels adapted to the aviation sector and to carry out a global analysis of their impact, 
production and use. 
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3. Industry sector 

3.1. Current situation 

The final energy consumption of the industry decreased by -1.2% to 32.1 Mtep in 2012. Between 1990 and 
2008, this consumption remained relatively stable. In 2009, following the economic crisis, it significantly 
dropped to 33.0 Mtep (-12.9%). After an increase in 2010 (+2.9%), the final consumption of the industry 
decreased once again in 2011. It is also at its lowest level since the introduction of energy balance sheets in 
1970 as shown by Figure 7. 

Final energy consumption in the industry 
Data adjusted for climatic differences, expressed in Mtep 

 
Source: SOeS calculations according to data on energy 

 

Figure 7: The final energy consumption of the industry adjusted for climatic differences and 
expressed in Mtep between 1970 and 2012 (source: SOeS, 2012 Energy Balance) 

According to the industrial production index of Insee, the national statistics office, industrial production 
decreased by -3.4% in 2012. In particular, the manufacturing industry decreased by -4.2%, the construction 
industry by -3.0%; the food industry was the industry that resisted the most (-0.8%). 

Among the biggest energy consumers of the industry, there was a general reduction: glass production 
plummeted by -9.5%, the production of plaster, lime and cement products by -6.2%, as did the steel and 
metallurgy industries. The non-ferrous industry decreased by -5.9% and the paper-carton industry by -4.8%. 
Only the production of fertilisers distinguished itself with an exceptional increase of +28%. 

Within this context, the decrease in the final consumption of the industry in 2012 touched all forms of energy, 
with fossil fuels being the most affected. The downturn of the steel industry, that consumes three quarters of 
the carbon used by the industry, caused a reduction in the consumption of this fuel by -3.4%. The 
consumption of petrol products decreased by -1.6% due to a reduction of organic chemistry (-2.5%). The 
demand in gas decreased by -1.7% in 2012, after a marked decrease of -7.1% in 2011: the production of 
fertilisers contributed to this reduction. The consumption in electricity was the least affected with a decrease 
of -1.0%. This decrease was however reduced to its level of 1991. 

The consumption of renewable energy increased by +7.5% to 2.2 Mtep. This increase was due to the 
success of the ñ Fonds Chaleur-heating funds ò system (see section on Energy), that aimed to support the 
production of heat from renewable energy, in particular in the industry. The consumption of renewable energy 
in the industry in 2012 was mainly attributable to the use of wood waste (84%) and agricultural residues 
(11%) for energy. 

Since 2005, relative contributions of different energy mix of the industry have remained overall stable: around 
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31% for gas and electricity and 16% for petrol and coal. Only the part represented by renewable energy has 
steadily developed: it went from 4.6% in 2005 to 6.8% in 2012. 

3.2. Policies and measures 

The French policy in terms of energy efficiency and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in the industrial 
sector focuses on five points: 

- Market instruments and in particular European Directive 2003/87/EC establishing a European Union 
emission trading scheme; 

- Financial incentive measures; 

- Regulatory measures, in particular within the framework of the transposition of the Directive 
2012/27/EU relative to energy efficiency; 

- Support to these normalisation procedures and qualification of these players; 

- Support to the development of more energy-efficient technologies, in particular for the development 
of future investments systems. 

3.2.1. The European Directive 2003/87/EC57
 

The European directive 2003/87/EC establishing a Community emission exchange scheme (the SCEQE 
directive) introduced on 1 January 2005 a cap and trade system for the greenhouse gas emissions of the 
main industrial and energy activities of the European Union. In France in 2012, a thousand installations in the 
energy sector, for example in the industry sector, were subject to this directive. 

After the first period from 2005-2007, the system became fully effective in 2008 for another period of 5 years 
which ended on 31 December 2012. During the first and the second period, each Member state established 
a national allocation plan for emission allowances (PNAQ- plan national dôaffectation des quotas) governing 
the allowances for the relative installations. The total amount of allocated allowances (including those initially 
reserved to the new entrants) increased to 156.51 Mt of CO2 per year for the period 2005-2007 and to 133.4 
MtCO2 per year for the period 2008-2012

58
. 

Each installation is required to return each year to the public authorities the equivalent amount of allowances 
of its verified emissions. If emissions are lower than the amount of allowances allocated, the facilities subject 
to the directive can sell them on the market or keep them on their account for future use. In contrast, if their 
emissions are greater than the amount of emissions allocated, businesses may acquire shares on the same 
market or make use of credit issued by flexibility mechanisms set by the Kyoto protocol. In France, during the 
period 2008-2012, businesses were authorised to use this credit from projects equivalent to 13.5% of their 
allocation for the period. 

                                                 
57 Although outside the framework of the Directive 2006/32/EC, the emission-trading scheme is an instrument that thanks to the fight 

against greenhouse gas emissions, has an important impact on the energy efficiency of the industrial sector. This is why this 
measure integrates the national plan for energy efficiency in France. Moreover, other measures destined to the industry sector do 
not distinguish differences between sectors subject or not to the SCEQE directive. 

58 Forecast amounts within the PNAQ framework validated by the European Commission. 
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In France, the emissions of the sectors subject to the SCEQE directive are constantly in reduction :  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8. CO2 emissions of those sectors subject to the SCEQE sector between 2005 and 2012 
(source: Register of European Union transactions) 

The SCEQE directive was amended on 23 April 2009 within the context of the implementation of the 
ñ energy-climate ò package. This allows: 

- To extend its field of application. From 2012, the system also integrated the aviation operations. For the 
period 2013-2020 (phase 3 of the system), the system was also extended to two new sectors (CO2 
emissions of the petrochemical sector, from the production of ammonium, CO2 emissions and PFC 
emissions from aluminium production, N2O emissions from the production of nitric acid,é). In total, in 
France around 1200 facilities belonging to 650 businesses are now involved; 

- To harmonise in all Member states, the allocation methods of allowances to industrials under a 
benchmarking approach for all facilities; 

- To maintain the system to fight the risk of carbon spillage for those exposed sectors.  

The review of the directive that also allows to progressively generalise the auctioning of these allowances 
instead of the largely free allocation system that existed until 2012. In France, the Finance Act for 2013 
attributed the resources generated from the sale of these carbon allowances to the National Housing Agency 
(Anah) within the limit of EUR 590 million per year. The use of this auction revenue will be the object of a 
specific report provided for under article 10 (3) of the directive. According to French law, the Environmental 
Code provides that this report be made available to the public. 

The SCEQE directive must allow the European Union to meet the objective of reducing the emission of 
greenhouse gases fixed by the European Council in March 2007 at a reduction of 20% of global emissions 
by the European Union by 2020 compared to levels in 1990: the emissions of the sectors subject to the 
SCEQE directive will also be reduced by 21% between 2005 and 2020, knowing that this reduction will be 
partially achieved through the use of the flexibility mechanisms set by the Kyoto protocol. 

All the provisions provided for in phase 3 of the community emission trading system were transposed into 
French law with the ordinance of 28 June 2012 and the Decree of 3 December 2012. 

3.2.2. Incentive measures 

Transversal incentive measures presented within the Energy section concerning the industrial sector: 

- The total amount of energy saving certificates issued to the industrial sector between 2006 and 30 
November 2013 was around 6.5% for a total energy saving of around 28.8 TWhcumac; 

- The ADEMEôs ñ Help in decision making ò system in particular, funds the carrying out of studies on the 
energy efficiency of the industry including audits or energy diagnostics as they have not been made 
obligatory by regulations but by the introduction of energy management systems. 92% of benefiting 
businesses are expected to put this into practise or have already done so and 73% have already put into 
practice actions following these studies. In 2012, 750 studies were carried out, mostly in SMEs thanks to 
a total funding from the ADEME of EUR 1.5 million;  
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131,3 127 126,6 124,1
111,1 115,7
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- The ADEMEôs funding system ñ Rational use of energy ï investments ò allows to support the 
investments made by businesses to purchase energy saving equipment or make changes to processes or 
equipment in use. These funded operations are demonstrations or example operations. The annual 
budget is in the order of EUR 500 000; 

- The ñ Green loans ò system that is specifically dedicated to the industry sector and implemented within 
the context of future investments, with of an envelope of EUR 500 million

59
 during its implementation in 

July 2010, allows the SMEs and industrial ETI to benefit from low interest loans and loan guarantees 
(exclusively for SMEs) for those investments allowing to increase competitiveness and the energy and 
environmental performance of their processes or their products. In continuation of this initiative, a new 
envelop of EUR 340 million of loans will be made available for the period 2014 to 2017, with a subsidised 
interest rate of up to 200 basis points, managed by the BPI-France, to fund investments for SMEs and 
ETI in all industrial sectors. The modalities will be inflected over existing green loans in order to reinforce 
the target of these products and the adequate assessment of the environmental impact of the funded 
projects. 

- Moreover, ñ Eco-Energy loans ò have been implemented by BPI-France since March 2012 thanks to 
state funding of EUR 33 million that must allow to distribute and guarantee loans of up to 100 mú. 
Destined to the TPE and SME, this system allows to fund the installation and work necessary to upgrade 
certain premises that consume a lot of energy. Four categories of equipment are involved: lighting, 
heating, air-conditioning and electric motorisation. The total amount of loans ranges between EUR 10 000 
and EUR 50 000 for a duration of 5 years, of which a 1-year grace period in capital. Its fixed low interest 
rate is of 2%. Moreover, no guarantee or individual caution may be requested to the bank manager. 

3.2.3. Regulatory measures 

Several regulatory measures aim to encourage energy efficiency in the industry, the first of which is directive 
2012/27/EU relative to energy efficiency that provides for: 

- The obligation of routine energy audits: within the framework of the transposition of article 8, the 
principle of a mandatory energy audit every four years and for all businesses

60
 with the exception of the 

SMEs was fixed under articles L.223-1 through to L.233-4 of the Energy Code of decree No 2013-619 of 
16 July 2013 containing various adaptation provisions of European Union law within the sector of 
sustainable development (article 40) and by Decree No 2013-1121 of 4 December 2013 relative to 
threshold values above which a legal person carries out an energy audit. The regulatory text defining in 
particular the audit methodology and qualifications of service providers will be published in the first half of 
2014. 

This new measure will be articulated with other existing systems within the framework of the ñ energy 
tradition ò bill, in particular the obligation for the legal persons of legal firms employing more than 500 
people (250 people within the regions and overseas departments), to establish every 3 years a balance 
sheet of their greenhouse gas emissions

61
. 

- Directive 2010/75/EU of 24 November 2010 on industrial emissions was introduced with an integrated 
approach. This directive imposes, for numerous industrial sectors, the implementation of the best 
available technologies (BAT) for the reduction of pollutant emissions, gradually following the adoption of 
the reviewed ñBREFò conclusions, documents detailing the BAT. The conclusions on the BAT are chosen 
according to emission reduction criteria, waste reduction, but also to an increase of energy efficiency. 

A transversal BREF (applicable to all sectors) exists regarding the topic of energy efficiency. When an 
operator prepares his re-examination application, it must be placed in comparison with the conclusions on 
BAT of the sectorial BREF but also in comparison with the conclusions of the transversal BREF of the 
energy efficiency BREF. 

Finally, the minimum return levels implemented by the regulations on boilers (see section on Residential-
Tertiary sector) are equally applied to the industrial sector. 

                                                 
59 EUR 300 million for loans, EUR 200 million for guarantees. 

60 Across all sectors of activity. 
61 Therefore, in particular their energy consumption. 
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3.2.4. Support for standardisation 

Pursuant to the directive 2012/27/EU relative to energy efficiency, France is continuing to actively support the 
development of normalisation tools within the energy efficiency sector, in particular for the industrial 
sector. Various tools are available for businesses that wish to improve their energy efficiency: 

- Energy diagnostics based on the French standard AFNOR BP X30-120. It supplies the manufacturer 
with a photograph of the energy situation and of the energy saving solutions suitable for his site in three 
phases: the drafting of an overall energy balance sheet of the business, an in-depth analysis of the main 
identified sources of energy savings and a prioritisation of the actions to be taken with relative cost 
analysis. France is taking part in the work of the European Committee of standardisation that resulted in 
the publication in September 2012 of the first part of the European regulations relative to energy audits 
EN 16247. This first aspect of the establishment of an energy audit methodology follows the main criteria 
of French standards. It will be completed in 2014 by sectorial sections on buildings, industrial procedures 
and transport. 

- In parallel, development support of energy management systems has been confirmed following the 
publication of the international ISO 50 001 standard which replaces the previous EN 16 001 standard 
within the European catalogue. The NF EN ISO 50 001 standard specifies the need to develop, 
implement, maintain and improve the energy management system. In particular, it provides for the 
requirements for use and energy consumption including measurements, documentation, reporting, the 
design and purchase of equipment and systems, processes and personnel that contribute to energy 
efficiency. In order to encourage its application, an interest rate reduction in the form of energy saving 
certificates is granted for energy saving operations carried out within the scope of the ISO 50 001 
certification. 

- The development of a competency framework for the consultancy firms carrying out the energy audits in 
the industry sector managed by OPQIBI (standard No 17-17). This framework is based on the analysis of 
human criteria, methods and on an analysis of references. The qualification focuses on the scope of the 
audit grouping together a series of consumers: procedures (specific procedures, technical equipment), 
utilities and buildings in view of the final and efficient energy use in all its forms for all industrial sites. 

- In order to help the SMEs implement energy efficiency measures, information offices on energy and the 
environment have been opened in the Chambers of Commerce and in the Chambers of handicrafts. The 
mission of these offices is above all to inform businesses on energy issues. Moreover, they can carry out 
"energy visits" to the businesses themselves, organise collective energy audits carried out by consultancy 
firms, as well as hold meetings to raise awareness or carry out training sessions. To achieve this, a 
specific training path has been established for these participants, coordinated and supported by the 
ADEME, including on the topic of Energy modules on "Notions of energy and energy use", "Energy visits 
to businesses" and "Becoming a player in PCET (Territorial Climate Energy Plans) ". 

3.2.5. Supporting the development of more efficient technologies 

a Green industry initiative 

France has committed to organising future industrial sectors, in order to be in a position to propose 
technologies and services enabling a transition towards a green economy, indispensable in order to achieve 
Franceôs objectives in the field of production of renewable energy and of a reduction of energy consumption 
and greenhouse gas emissions. 

The green industry initiative must address three major challenges:  

- Support the emergence of new professions or activities, as well as of national export market champions; 

- Assist changes that the professions of certain sectors will have to face; 

- Adapt existing systems or create new ones where appropriate, for the orientation and training of workers 
towards developing sectors. In December 2009, around twenty strategic sectors of the green economy in 
terms of potential growth and employment were identified (see Table 5). 

 

Lower greenhouse gas Smart grids 
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emissions within the energy 
sector 

CO2 capture and storage (CSC) and its valorisation 

Renewable energy: marine energy, geothermal energy, eolic energy, 
solar energy, biomass energy, biofuels 

Lower energy needs in 
order to fight climate 
change. 

Buildings with low environmental impact 

Clean vehicles 

Green logistics and traffic management 

Energy storage and batteries ï Hydrogen and Fuel cells 

Lower the consumption of 
natural resources and raw 
materials 

Recycling activities and waste recovery 

Green chemistry ï plant chemistry 

Metrology ï environmental instrumentation 

Optimisation of industrial processes 

Water ï ecological engineering 

Biomass material 

Table 5. The ñGreen industryò strategies of the green economy in terms of potential growth and use  

 
For each of the industries identified, consultations were held in 2010 together with the players. This work 
allowed to identify the intervention priorities. In 2011, based on this, action plans were finalised with the aim 
of developing and structuring these strategic green economy industries within the context of an ambitious 
industrial policy. Several proposals were made within this context aiming in particular at: 

- Organising public action (financial support,é) and removing regulatory limitations; 

- Accompanying the organisation of these new industries, in particular favouring a grouping of players; 

- Allowing a diffusion of the environmental technologies and productivity gains resulting from this. 

18 green industries resulted from the framework of the Committee for the Strategic Orientation of Eco-
Industries (COSEI- Comit® dôOrientation Strat®gique des Eco-industries). Co-chaired by the Minister of 
sustainable development and the Minister of Industry, this strategic committee brings together the parties 
involved (businesses, business federations, trade unions and administrations) and guarantees public-private 
consultations on limitations for the development of the industries and the definition of proposals. Since 
January 2012, it has the ñEcotech ambitionò roadmap, made up of 87 measures. 

 

b Support for innovation 

On an annual basis, numerous calls for projects on energy efficiency in the industry sector are 
implemented: 

- The Interministerial Single Funds (FUI), implemented to support competitiveness clusters, devotes a 
third of its funding to innovation projects relative to sustainable development. Six competitiveness clusters 
specialised in Eco technologies were set up in 2010. More broadly, 40% of the 71 clusters involve the 
eco-industries of which 3 involving buildings and villas, 6 energy industries, 2 recycling and circular 
economy, 2 biomaterials, 5 wood and biomass and 6 transport excluding aviation. 

- Through the òInnovation aid programmeò (AI), BPI-France has supported the SMEs during the 
technological development phase. Moreover, through the funding of ñstrategic industrial innovationò. 
(ISI) projects, focusing on breakthrough technologies and favouring the emergence of industrial 
champions, between 2009 and 2011, it funded a dozen collaborative projects grouping together each time 
at least two companies and a laboratory for a total of EUR 140 million. 

- The SEED (Systèmes Energétiques Efficaces et Décarbonés -Efficient energy and carbon-free 
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systems) programme, which has replaced the EESI (Efficacité énergétique des systèmes 
industriels -energy efficiency of industrial systems) programme of the National Research Agency 
(ANR) aims to improve industrial energy efficiency and lower CO2 emissions. Approved research projects 
focusing in particular on the development of innovative energy production/conversion methods, with CO2 
capture, such as the creation of new high impact materials and energy transfer/transport components and 
finally a more extensive energy integration of industrial systems. This programme was renewed in 2014

62
; 

- The ADEME/TOTAL programme on energy efficiency in the industry with the view of strengthening 
the R&D of this sector that currently does not receive much funding, aims to contribute to supplying the 
French industry with a panoply of energy-efficient technologies and to favour the emergence of these 
technologies in the SMEs on the European and global markets. Projects grouping together big companies 
are also eligible. The programme, which ran from 2009 to 2013, was actualised in 2013 with the 8th 
Cross-thematic call for expressions of interest on utilities and transversal energy saving processes and 
with a call for the specific design of two technologies: exchangers and turbines. At the end of 2013, 169 
applications had been received, 54 projects were approved for an estimated total amount of funding of 
EUR 20.6 million and 10 projects are still under review. This programme has already allowed to introduce 
on to the market 5 innovative eco-technologies in the field of industrial energy efficiency: 

- TMW supplier: the MHD (Multi-stage Humidification and Dehumidification) project for desalination 
and demineralisation through multi-effect dehumidification and humidification; 

- Concept Convergence supplier: CSMO project for the baking and drying of crustless loaves 
combining hot air and microwave ovens; 

- Erasteel steel plant: Conversion of hydraulic powered sheet rolling into electrically powered sheet 
rolling; 

- Prosim software developer: the ValiAri project coupling a data reconciliation tool with optimisation 
software to reduce operating costs in the production of utilities. 

- Affinage de Lorraine aluminium factory: aluminium recycling production chain integrating a tilting 
rotary furnace. 

- Finally, the objective of the ECOINDUSTRIES (ADEME/BPI-France/DGCIS, ongoing) programme and its 
equivalent programme for upstream research ECOTECH (ANR, set up in 2010 and 2011) plus the 
EcoTechnologies & EcoServices (Eco-TS) from 2013, is to introduce the concept of sustainable 
development in industrial production and innovation of environmental technologies supporting the 
implementation of Eco technology demonstration projects or innovative services. EUR 9 million granted 
by the Enterprise Competitive Funds (FCE- Fonds de Compétitivité des Entreprises) integrated by 
ADEME funds dedicated to energy and the environment. Eco-design is part of a series of points approved 
for the call for projects launched in 2012 that allow to fund demonstrators of strong economic and 
environmental potential lower than the thresholds fixed in the call for expressions of interest (AMI) of the 
ADEME or in the call for projects such as the FUI. 

- Within the framework of the future investment plan (see Section on Energy), two calls for expressions of 
interest (AMI) were launched in 2011 and 2012 within the field of smart grids (a programme with EUR 250 
million), in particular with the aim of optimising the management of grids within the industry; moreover, 
within the field of green chemistry, a call for expressions of interest was launched in 2011 on the topic of 
plant-based chemistry. 

Two other calls for expressions of interest were launched in 2012, focusing more broadly on the 
environmental efficiency of industrial activities whatever their productions. This is the ñEco-design & 
Industrial Ecologyò call for expressions of interest and the ñEco-efficient production systemsò call for 
expressions of interest, which must allow to identify organisation demonstrations or eco-efficient 
production units. The final review in 2013 allowed to select five projects: a development and 
commercialisation project of thermochemical refrigeration systems, two projects leading to an increase of 
the environmental performance of the glass industry (Eco-design of innovative glass mill equipment and 
the conversion to an oxy-combustion production line allowing energy gains and reductions in emissions), 
a project for the production of electricity starting from low temperature heat and a project on industrial and 
territorial ecology combining the creation of new tools and a new economic model focusing on thermal 
and material synergies. 

                                                 
62 Workstream 2 of the 2014 action plan organised around 9 major societal challenges: 

http://www.ehess.fr/fileadmin/Recherche/Appels_d_offres_SHS/pa-anr-2014-aap-generique.pdf 

http://www.ehess.fr/fileadmin/Recherche/Appels_d_offres_SHS/pa-anr-2014-aap-generique.pdf
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- In order to facilitate the launch of innovative eco-technologies onto the market, in France experiments 
on a system called ETV (Environmental Technology Verification) are ongoing. The objective is to provide 
the developer of innovative eco-technology an ñofficialò verification of the level of performance achieved 
by the eco-technology developed. Seven categories of eco-technologies have been defined among which 
efficient and virtuous procedures that include energy optimisation of industrial facilities. Well ahead of 
European experimentation, a methodological guide based on the verification of the performance of 
efficient and virtuous innovative procedures is available and 6 innovative processes are being verified. 
Furthermore, following two calls for projects for ETV verifications launched by the ADEME in 2012 and 
2013, out of the 7 categories of eco-technologies, 24 ETV projects were received and 8 are already 
underway or being reviewed. 

- The ñThematic Institutes for Energy Transitionò programme and the institute project on the flexibility 
and energy efficiency of industrial facilities linked with urban areas ñParis-Saclay Energy Efficiencyò 
(see section on Energy).  

- The national agreement on growth, competitiveness and employment provides for important 
developments in funding businesses in order to guarantee, above all, efficient proximity financing to 
TPEs, SMEs and ETIs. Furthermore, public procurement will evolve in order to be mobilised better to 
accompany the development of an innovative growth of SMEs. 
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4. Agricultural sector 

4.1. Current situation 

In 2012, the final energy consumption of the agricultural-fishing sector represented 4.42 Mtep, 2.9% of the 
final energy consumption. This consumption increased by +0.7% compared to 2011 when the agricultural 
production decreased in volume according to the provisional agricultural accounts data of the Insee ï 
National Statistics Office. 

Petrol products alone represented 78% of the sectorôs energy consumption with 3.45 Mtep in 2012. This was 
essential for domestic heating oil and non-road gas-oil. Their consumption increased by +0.8% compared to 
2011. 

Growth was equally moderate for other forms of energy. The consumption of gas increased by +0.5% in 
2012; electricity consumption remained stable in 2012 at 0.69 Mtep, after an increase of 5.1% in 2011. 

The fishing industry represented 7% of the energy consumption of the overall agriculture-fishing sector. This 
consumption increased by +1.0% in 2012. This was due to the gas oil used by fishing boats. The 
consumption of this sector markedly dropped between 2003 and 2008 by -7.7% as an annual average. It 
later stabilised at around 0.29 Mtep. 

4.2. Policies and measures 

Reductions in energy consumption and the development of renewable energy within the agricultural and 
forestry sector were the result of the implementation of several support programmes. Public authority 
measures focus mainly on more energy-hungry processes, in particular heated greenhouse productions, 
intensive productions and the use of tractors and on renewable energy. 

The aid scheme for investments in the greenhouse sector, implemented by the Minister of Agriculture, 
supports the development of horticultural greenhouses and markets favouring energy savings and the 
development of renewable energy. In fact, the main objectives of this scheme that was modified in 2013 are 
economic development and employment, as well as energy and environmental efficiency of greenhouses. 

The main intervention tools are represented by aid schemes for investments in horticultural greenhouses and 
markets managed by France AgriMer. The objective of energy efficiency is divided into several sub-
objectives: savings in the consumption of fossil fuel, high-performance equipment in terms of energy 
efficiency and use of renewable energy and use of unavoidable energy. Additional support comes from the 
green environment plan. 

Regarding the schemes managed by FranceAgriMer, their budget was of EUR 10 million in 2012 and of EUR 
7.1 million in 2013. The total amount of aid granted for the installation of heat pumps was of EUR 87 000 in 
2012 and for the replacement of fossil fuel heating systems with renewable energy systems of EUR 1 000 
000 in 2012. 

The green environment plan, defined by the Decree of 21 June 2010 and implemented by the Minister of 
Agriculture, encourages energy savings in greenhouses already existing as of 31 December 2005, granting 
investment aid (regulation systems, open buffers, heat shields, greenhouse management, boiler 
management). Its implementation was carried out through a regional application of the hexagonal rural 
development plan for the period 2007-2013 and represents, for greenhouse energy savings, a total 
commitment of EUR 8.8 million of national and European funders alike. Out of the total amount, the 
Agriculture Ministry alone used around EUR 3.5 million of funds over 6 years (2007-2012) to finance 318 
applications for a total invested amount of EUR 31.2 million. 

These two systems (the Energy-greenhouse systems and the green environment system) both contributed to 
a reduction in the energy consumption of greenhouse productions: between 2006 and 2012, the CTIFL- 
Interprofessional Technical Centre for Fruit and Vegetables

63
calculated an 8% reduction in the direct energy 

consumption of market garden greenhouses. 

The energy performance plan for agriculture holdings, implemented by the Minister of Agriculture, came 
into effect from 2009 in favour of: 

                                                 
63 Interprofessional Technical Centre for Fruit and Vegetables 
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- Raising awareness and providing advice to agricultural professionals on energy savings, production 
of renewable energy and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions; 

- Reduction of direct (mainly farm tractors and livestock buildings) and indirect (through the 
introduction of modifications to agricultural practices) energy consumption; 

- The development of renewable energy (agricultural methanisation, biomass boilers, solar hot water 
heaters, solar drying in barns, small wind turbines, off-grid photovoltaic systems). 

The corresponding aid, managed by the Ministry of Agriculture is divided into two components: 

- A national component for the development of mobile engine testing stations (since 2009, 11 mobile 
testing stations have been added to the 5 existing ones) and of agricultural methanisation (127 
projects funded following calls for projects launched between 2009 and 2010) with EUR 30.2 million 
funded by the State; 

 

The implementation of mobile engine testing stations for the regulation of tractors allows a final annual 
energy saving of 3.5 ktep in 2010, of 23.2 ktep in 2016 and of 36 ktep in 2020.

64
 

 

- A regional component, based mainly on offering advice on energy to agricultural holdings (between 
2009 and 2012, 9.000 energy diagnoses were funded within the framework of the energy efficiency 
plan for agricultural holdings; these were carried out in addition to other diagnoses previously carried 
out). In order to carry out these diagnoses, more than 530 auditors were appointed by the 
Agricultural Ministry services. Aid was also granted to finance investments to reduce energy 
consumption and develop renewable energy. 

As regards to the regional component, at the end of 2012, almost 9 000 applications for the economic 
investment in energy and in the production of renewable energy made by agricultural holdings were 
accepted; the Ministry of agriculture granted more than EUR 66 million with other national and European 
funders contributing almost EUR 26 million. Farmers invested a total amount of almost EUR 250 million. 
Insulation of livestock buildings represented 44% of the total amount of investments. 

Finally, the livestock building modernisation plan allows to finance the implementation of measures to 
reduce energy consumption and develop renewable energy, excluding those measures already eligible under 
the energy efficiency plan and the green environment plan. 

Complementary to these programmes, more specific measures were taken: 

- A summary of the data recorded during the GES energy diagnostics of farms (a summary of 3 500 
Plan¯te diagnoses carried out in 2010, a summary of 1 000 DiaôterreÈ diagnoses carried out in July 
2013). In parallel, in 2012, the Ministry of Agriculture, following the general 2010 Agricultural census, 
carried out an investigation into the energy consumption and the production of renewable energy of 
agricultural holdings (the previous census was carried out in 1992). A specific study on the energy 
consumption of agricultural and forestry companies and of the CUMA-Cooperatives for the use of 
agricultural equipment was carried out in 2011. At the end of 2012, the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
ADEME commissioned a specific study on the energy performance of farms in the French overseas 
departments. This study, completed at the end of 2013, in particular allowed to estimate the energy 
consumption of these holdings and establish the implementation of leverage measures in these territories 
in order to improve the management of energy consumption in the agricultural sector. 

- The Dia'terre® tool was developed together with the ADEME, the Ministry of Agriculture and organisations 
for the development of agriculture in particular to suggest a common and harmonised GES energy 
diagnostic method for holdings. Available since 2010, this new tool is now the diagnostic tool of election 
used by land consultants. It allows a centralisation of results in order to elaborate standards according to 
production system and/or region. The MAAF (Ministry of Agriculture, food and forestry), the MEDDE and 
the ADEME also support the Life+ Agriclimatechange (ACCT) project, which led to the creation in 2013 of 
a greenhouse gas energy diagnostic tool for agricultural holdings at a European level. The Ministry of 
Agriculture and the ADEME both decided to assist the adaptation of the energy GES diagnostics tool to 
holdings in the French overseas departments. This new tool will be available in the first half of 2014. 

- The Climagri tool, introduced by the ADEME in 2010, allows to carry out an energy and greenhouse gas 
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emission diagnosis at a territorial level. To date, around 45 experts have been trained in this approach 
and around forty trained in the ClimAgri® approach. 

- The Agribalyse® database, relative to the environmental impact of agricultural productions, has been 
available since October 2013. It contains the analyses of the life cycles of 50 groups of agricultural 
products. This work, coordinated by the ADEME, has involved 14 partners, with a joint operational piloting 
of the INRA- the National Institute for Agricultural Research and its Swiss research station Agroscope-
ART. 

The ADEME accompanies both research and experimentation into reducing the energy consumption of 
livestock buildings (experimentation equipment, diagnostic toolsé) and greenhouses. 

As regards to prospective studies, the following points should be noted: 

- The CASDAR- Special Funds Allocated to Agricultural and Rural Development
65

allow the carrying out of 
studies to determine possible ways of further reducing the energy consumption in the agricultural sector; 

- A foresight exercise entitled ñagricultural and energy prospective by 2030ò was carried out by the Ministry 
of Agriculture; 

- In 2012, a study on ñAgriculture and Factor 4ò carried out by the ADEME and the Ministry of Agriculture, 
proposed several study scenarios highlighting the possible contribution of French agriculture and forestry 
in order to achieve Factor 4 by 2050; 

- The ADEME carried out a foresight exercise on the energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions 
of all agriculture and forestry sectors by 2030 and 2050

66
; 

- In 2012, the ADEME also carried out an economic analysis of the dependence of the agricultural sector 
on energy: assessment, retrospective analysis from 1990 on, development scenarios for 2020; 

- In 2013 a study on the energy performance of agricultural holdings was carried out in the French 
overseas departments, piloted by the Ministry of Agriculture and the ADEME; 

Finally, at the beginning of 2014, within the context of the energy saving certification system, twenty-seven 
standard operating sheets

67
 were established for the agricultural sector. The energy savings resulting from 

standardised operations in the agricultural sector represent 0.72% of deposited certificates as of 30 
September 2013. The most used sheets were those for the greenhouse sector. 

 
 

                                                 
65 A special treasury account for ñagricultural and rural developmentò run by the Directorate General of Education and Research 

(DGER) of the Ministry of Agriculture. 
66 ñThe ADEMEôs contribution to the creation of energy targets for 2030-2050ò (ADEME, June 2013) 
67 http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/6-le-secteur-de-l-agriculture.html 

http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/6-le-secteur-de-l-agriculture.html
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5. The exemplary role of the State and territorial authorities 

Both the State and the territorial authorities play a crucial role in the management of greenhouse gas 
emissions and energy efficiency, not only through the management of their real estate assets and relative 
activities but also by exercising their power (for example, urbanism as far as local authorities are concerned). 

5.1. The objectives of the exemplary State policy in France 

Directive 2012/27/EU relative to energy efficiency puts forward the duty for the State to act in an exemplary 
manner, in particular regarding article 5 (public buildings) and 6 (public procurement). Moreover, the ñcircular 
note on the exemplary role of the Stateò allows to orient in a broader way the public sector towards eco-
responsibility and involves an important energy aspect. 

a The exemplary role of buildings belonging to public organisations 

Pursuant to article 5 of the directive 2012/27/EU on energy efficiency, France has decided to adopt an 
alternative approach in order to reduce the energy consumption of public buildings. The targeted buildings 
are federal buildings occupied by State services

68
 (central administration and decentralised services): offices, 

educational or sports buildings, health or social facilities, cultural centres, shops or dwellings. Overall, these 
buildings cover 22.2 million m

2
. Agricultural buildings, technical buildings, Ministry of Defence buildings 

(excluding dwellings and offices), civil engineering and road works, places of worship, as well as monuments 
and memorials do not fall within the scope of this directive. 

This alternative approach is based on the objective already fixed by article 5 of Decree No 2009-967 of 3 
August 2009 of a reduction of 40% by 2020 of the energy consumption of State buildings and relative public 
institutions. The combination of several types of measures will allow the State to achieve this objective: 

- Work on the buildings and building equipment 

- Actions linked to the management of equipment and to occupants 

- Reduction of the surface area occupied by State services 

The savings generated are estimated at 10 131 GWh of primary energy for the period 2014-2020. This 
default approach advocated by the directive for a yearly renovation of 3% of the total low-efficient building 
stock could lead to a primary energy saving of 2477 GWh for the same period. Details of calculations were 
presented in the report of October 2013 pursuant to article 5 of the Directive

69
. 

 

                                                 
68 Buildings that have a DPE label classified as A, B or C do not fall within the scope of the directive, and the same holds true for 

those buildings with a gross surface area of less than 250 m
2 

69 This report is available at the following link: 
 http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Synthese_de_la_notification_article_5.pdf 
 and http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Rapport_sur_l_article_5.pdf 

http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Synthese_de_la_notification_article_5.pdf
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Rapport_sur_l_article_5.pdf
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b Public procurement 

Public procurement constitutes a particularly important leverage action contributing to the emergence of 
more sustainable consumption and production modes: public procurement represents around 10% of the 
French GDP and contributes to giving opportunities to market players in particular thanks to the volume of 
purchases and the orientation given by the public authorities. 

Article 6 of the Directive 2012/27/EU provides for the central government to purchase exclusively energy-
efficient products, services and buildings that are compatible with efficiency in relation to cost, economic 
feasibility, sustainability in a broad sense, technical adequacy and a sufficient level of competition. Statutory 
work is ongoing to specify the obligations of State services in the procurement of high-energy performance 
products, service, and buildings. 

More broadly, in order to encourage all public institutions towards a more efficient procurement policy in the 
field of energy efficiency, procurement guides have been elaborated by the Public Procurement 
Economic Observatory (OEAP- Observatoire ®conomique de lôachat public-Observatoire économique 
de lôachat public) . It supplies a series of recommendations for diversified sectors such as the procurement 
of office furniture, maintenance of facilities or purchase of professional clothing. In particular, thematic 
guides, specifically intended for the problem of sustainable development in the public procurement sector 
have been made available. These guides can also be useful for buyers in the private sector. 

The Public Procurement Economic Observatory was set up in 2005 and is part of the Ministry of Economy 
and Finance; the executive committee of the OEAP set up the research group for sustainable development 
markets (GEM-DD) in 2007. Grouping together all the players of public procurement (professional 
organisations, those in charge of implementing economic policies and sales agents), the OEAP has been 
entrusted with three missions: 

- Collect and gather compatible, financial and economic data relative to public procurement allowing a 
correct management, savings, transparency and competition, in particular through the economic census 
of public procurement; 

- Establish, on the basis of this data, relevant economic analyses; 

- Create a collaboration between the players of public procurement regarding the technical and economic 
aspects of public procurement, in particular thanks to market research groups (GEM) and focus groups. 

Advice activities to OEAP buyers have been brought about thanks to the publication of a series of 
procurement guides, notices, recommendations and technical specifications

70
. Among the latest publications, 

a guide on energy efficiency in buildings (applied to school buildings) appeared in August 2013. 

Amendments to the Code FOR Public Procurement made in 2004 and in 2006 have allowed public buyers to 
integrate their purchases with social and environmental criteria in the key phases of the procedure. 

Finally, updating of the ñNational action plan for sustainable public procurement for the period 2007-2009ò 
was carried out in the second

 
half of 2013. Public consultation shall be held at the beginning of 2014. 

c ñExemplary Stateò circular note 

The exemplary state process was initiated thanks to the circular note dated 28 September 2005 on the 
exemplary role of the State in energy savings. It has grown thanks to the circular note of the Prime Minister 
of 3 December 2008 relative to the exemplary role of the State with regards to sustainable development in 
the operation of its services and public buildings, called ñExemplary Stateò circular note, which sets broader 
objectives in eco-social responsibility. Subsequently circular notes

71
 have clarified the annual roadmaps that 

must be followed by State services (central administration and decentralised departments), in particular fixing 
objectives to be achieved and associated indicators to measure progress of services. 

Among the various approved indicators, the ones related to energy consumption were negotiated at an 
interministerial level and were implemented from 2009 to 2012.  

- At first, in 2009 all administrations ordered an expert flow monitoring tool in order to follow more 

                                                 
70 These are available for consultation on the following website page of the Directorate for Legal Affairs: 

http://www.economie.gouv.fr/daj/guides-et-recommandations-des-gem-et-autres-publications 
71 In particular, circular note 451/SG of 11 March 2010 http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/cir_30729.pdf, circular note 

5495/SG of 30 September 2010, circular note 5523/SG of 5 April 2011, circular note 5585/SG of 2 May 2012 
http://circulaires.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2012/05/cir_35225.pdf  

http://www.economie.gouv.fr/daj/guides-et-recommandations-des-gem-et-autres-publications
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/cir_30729.pdf
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/cir_30729.pdf
http://circulaires.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2012/05/cir_35225.pdf
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closely the energy consumption of their buildings and also to forecast necessary energy 
performance measures; 

- Then an energy audit of the central administration buildings owned by the State was also requested 
in 2009 and 2010. Only two annex buildings of the State Council, as well as those buildings that 
were in the process of being sold were not audited;  

- In order to follow up on audits, the Ministries were asked to demonstrate that an action plan had 
been created in 2012 taking into account the recommendations that had emerged from the audit. 
These actions are being assessed by the CGDD-Commissioner-General for Sustainable 
Development;  

- Overall, the energy consumption of the central administration buildings markedly decreased between 
2009 and 2011 (last period reviewed): a reduction of 12% in value (adjusted for inflation) was 
measured. 

Other indicators connected with the transport and travel sectors, and with routine procurement have notably 
allowed to follow this development and to fix objectives regarding: 

- A decrease in the limit levels of greenhouse gas emissions of purchased vehicles fixing a threshold 
of CO2 emission per kilometre; 

- Purchase of electric and hybrid vehicles. 

- Amount of reams of paper bought each year; 

- Reduction of the number of printing devices in stock. 

The objectives fixed for the State administration departments in the circular note of the Prime Minister of 3 
December 2008, relative to the exemplary role of the State with regards to sustainable development in the 
operation of its services and its public buildings were set until 2012. 

A future system (currently under review) will define new objectives for the period 2014-2020: the revised 
circular note should lead to an important contribution to the fight against climate change and the 
management of energy acting in particular on occupied buildings and movements. 

Within the framework of this review, four technical groups made up of representatives of the Ministries and 
experts have developed a series of practical sheets favouring the implementation of sustainable 
development in the operation of the administration departments with regards to the following areas: 

- Energy efficiency of buildings 

- Transport and travel 

- Eco-social-responsible behaviour in sustainable procurement; 

- Social responsibility of the contracting State. 

Following the same model included in the annex of the circular note of 3 December 2008, these thematic 
sheets will constitute a set of recommendations (non-mandatory) identifying for each issue objectives, 
targets and strategic elements, associated means of action and indicators. 

 

Third balance sheet of the ñExemplary Stateò system 

The overview of actions implemented within the framework of the ñExemplary Stateò approach are available 

for consultation on the following website: http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Bilan-des-
plans-pour-une.html. The last published overview shows the results of the actions taken in 2011; one can 

notice the following noteworthy elements: 

Within the building and energy sector, thanks to the voluntarism of administration departments that 
implemented the necessary means, the targets of the circular note of 3 December 2008 have been 
exceeded. In fact, the average energy consumption per agent went down by 12% (in value, adjusted for 
inflation) between 2009 and 2011. 

Certain administrations went beyond the measures evaluated by elaborating ministerial strategies on energy 
waste and advocating the use of energy saving certificates in order to valorise low energy consumption 
measures. 

http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Bilan-des-plans-pour-une.html
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Bilan-des-plans-pour-une.html
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In the transport and travel sectors, progress made by the administration departments allowed to exceed the 
2010 objectives in terms of the greenhouse gas emission of purchased or rented passenger vehicles, fixed 
by the circular note of 3 December 2008. The results were further improved in 2011: in fact, 91% of 
purchased or rented vehicles had emissions lower than the fixed emission threshold (120 gCO2/km in 2011) 
even though it had gone down compared to 2010 (it was 130 gCO2/km). 

Moreover, in 2011, almost half (45%) of the professional drivers of the State were trained in eco-driving and 
therefore, drove in a more energy-efficient way with lower greenhouse gas emissions. In parallel, all 
administration departments have a system calculating the number of kilometres covered by plane, a first step 
towards rationalization of air travel. The use of videoconferences is now being adopted: all administration 
departments have rooms equipped with videoconference systems, with more than one hundred within those 
Ministries in which there are many decentralised services (Ministry of home affairs, Ministry of Justice). 

All these measures allow to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, cut costs and improve the well-being of 
agents. 

Regarding routine purchases, the purchase of reams of paper markedly decreased over two years: the 
number of reams of paper bought by agents decreased by almost one-third (30%). 

The number of printing devices per agent also went down between 2010 and 2011: the reduction in the 
number of printers (using networks and individual platforms) in favour of shared multi-function copiers 
allowed to achieve a 20% reduction of the number of printing devices per agent and to increase the level of 
service per agent, both reducing global utilisation costs and greenhouse gas emissions.  

Within the domain of social responsibility, the Stateôs central administration services have been able to create 
63 000 hours of employment for people who have been excluded from the public market due to social 
reasons. This represents the equivalent of the creation of 35 full-time jobs in a year for central administration 
alone. 

Complementary to the Exemplary State circular note and its various declinations, other measures have been 
taken in order to encourage a clean management of carbon by the State. In fact, in 2003, within the 
framework of the first National Strategy of Sustainable Development, the ADEME was entrusted with the 
mission of creating resource centres. This mission consists in providing State services, public 
establishments and local authorities with adapted tools and reproducible examples and information adjusted 
for eco-responsibility. In fact, the ADEME has created a guide to eco-responsible administrations

72
; national 

meetings for eco-responsible administrations and local authorities are organised; a Club for the sustainable 
development of public establishments and enterprises has also been created. 

Finally, for each ministry, a high-ranking official for sustainable development is responsible for 
ñpreparing its administration to make a contribution to the national strategy for sustainable development, for 
coordinating the elaboration of corresponding action plans and monitor their applicationò

73
. 

5.1.2. Strengthening of the territorialisation of climate and energy policies 

a Planning of climate and energy policies 

Since the national climate plan of 2004, local authorities have been encouraged to elaborate territorial 
climate plans

74
. Decree No 2010-788 of 12 July 2010 generalised this approach and made the approval of a 

Territorial Climate Energy Plan (PCET- Plan Climat-Energie Territorial) mandatory for local authorities with 
more than 50.000 inhabitants before 31 December 2012. This PCET is based on the mandatory preparation 
of an overview of the greenhouse gas emissions balance due to real estate and to the carrying out of the 
local authorities competences. (See section on Industry). 

At the end of 2013, 386 adopted or under review PCET were recorded, with 20% of these representing 
regional and departmental PCETs

75
. These plans mainly address the fight against climate change through 

urbanism and the management and improvement of the energy efficiency of transport and buildings and the 
development of renewable energy. Overall, 610 PCETs were ongoing in the Autumn of 2013. 

Decree No 2010-788 of 12 July 2010 (article 68) has also reinforced the articulation and coherence of the 

                                                 
72 www.administrations-ecoresponsables.ademe.fr 
73 Decree No 2003-145 of 21 February 2003 focuses on the creation of an interministerial committee for sustainable development. 
74 Further details on SRCAE (Energy, Air and Climate Regional Scheme) and PCET can be found at the following websites: 

http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Schemas-regionaux-climat-air,32879.html and http://www.pcet-ademe.fr 
75 The list of PCETs is available at the following link: http://observatoire.pcet-ademe.fr/pointclimat/recherche/liste 

http://www.administrations-ecoresponsables.ademe.fr/
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Schemas-regionaux-climat-air,32879.html
http://www.pcet-ademe.fr/
http://observatoire.pcet-ademe.fr/pointclimat/recherche/liste
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measures at each territorial level defining a new framework of regional strategic standards. The regions and 
the State must elaborate together Climate, Air and Energy Regional Schemes SRCAE). These 
schemes define the regional orientation and strategies on the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, on the 
fight against atmospheric pollution, on the improvement of air quality, on the management of energy 
requirements, on the development of renewable energy and on the adaptation to climate change. In fact, 
actualised through discussions with all local players, it specifies the contribution of each region and its 
territories in the achievement of the national and international objectives for France, in particular with regards 
to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and to the development of renewable energy industries (eolic, 
photovoltaic, geothermal, hydraulic, biomass). They are composed of an annex entitled ñregional eolic 
schemeò which defines the regional territory areas conducive towards the development of eolic energy. 

The PCETs must be compatible with the orientations and objectives of the SRCAE. 

21 SRCAEs were adopted as of 1 December 2013
76

. 4 regions have adopted exclusively an eolic approach 
awaiting the adoption of a complete SRCAE. 

 

Decree No2010-788 of 12 July 2010 also reinforced the provisions allowing town planning documents to 
guarantee a more efficient management of space, resources and energy developing action leverages leading 
to the management of energy requirements, the battle against urban sprawl and the promotion of sustainable 
cities: 

- The Territorial Coherence Schemes (SCOT- Schémas de Cohérence Territoriale Schémas de 
Cohérence Territoriale) and the Local Urban Plans (PLU) must now take into consideration the 
territorial climate energy plans; 

- The SCOTs and the PLUs have the possibility of defining sectors in which the urbanisation of new 
areas is subordinated to the obligation for constructors to respect greater energy and environmental 
performance; 

- The SCOTs and the PLUs must include a retrospective analysis of space consumption and the 
objectives of the limitation of this consumption; 

- The SCOTs and the PLUs can fix a minimal construction density near existing collective transport or 
plan extra-urban public transport. 

- The territorial authorities have the possibility of authorising a size and density that exceeds 
regulations by up to 30% for those constructions that satisfy high-energy performance criteria or see 
the use of energy efficient equipment producing renewable energy. Regulations can be exceeded by 
up to 50% for construction of social housing; 

- Moreover, notwithstanding provisions contrary to urban planning, the permission to construct cannot 
oppose the installation of systems producing renewable energy outside protected sectors and areas 
delimited by the local authorities. Article R.112-2 of the Town-Planning Code provides that 
supplementary floor beams necessary for the management of an existing construction in view of 
improving its thermal or acoustic insulation shall not be included in the surface of flooring developed 
in the gross work of this construction. 

In order to fight urban sprawl, Decree No.2010-1658 of the Amending Finance Act of 29 December 2010 has 
a new section within the Town-Planning Code entitled ñpayment for sub-densityò. This section allows local 
authorities to define, if they wish, a minimal density threshold below which a payment is due in order to ask 
for authorisation to construct. The local authorities determine this threshold by geographical sector by 
attaching purely as an example a map of the area to the local town plan and where relevant to the land use 
plan. The threshold is fixed for 3 years. 

The Finance Act has also simplified urban taxation. A new ñmanagement taxò (article L.331-1 of the town-
planning code and amendments) now groups together all existing taxes with the exception of the office fees 
in Ile-de-France and archaeological surveying costs. Its objective is to promote an economical use of land 
and to contribute to fighting against urban sprawl. 

 

                                                 
76 http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Schemas-regionaux-climat-air,32879.html 

http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/Schemas-regionaux-climat-air,32879.html
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b Local authorities for energy 

At the end of 2013, 113 French towns or conurbation committees became part of the Covenant of Mayors. 
This approach provides in particular for the creation of an action plan in favour of sustainable energy 
(Sustainable Energy Action Plan), already submitted with 60% of French signatories.

77
 The commitments 

linked to buildings represent an extremely important part of the envisaged measures. 

 

The MEDDEôs departmental services are commissioned to assist small communities in the elaboration of 
renovation plans for their real estate assets. They provide technical support and advice to small 
municipalities on becoming aware of the various regulations applicable to their building stock, the 
identification of sources of energy savings and the planning of energy efficiency action programmes (audits, 
work, energy management é). In order to assist the MEDDEôs departmental services in their mission to 
advise and support local authorities, the DGALN- Direction générale de l'aménagement, du logement et 
de la nature (Directorate-General for planning, housing and nature), with the support of the CEREMA- centre 
dô®tudes et dôexpertise sur les risques, lôenvironnement, la mobilit® et lôam®nagement (Expertise and study 
centres for risks, environment, mobility and management), supply them with a set of methodological tools 
and learning packages regarding the management of real estate (energy pre-diagnostic tool, energy 
consumption monitoring tool, methodological documentationé). 

 

To support the local authorities in making use of local competence on energy, the ADEME has elaborated 
and implemented a service called òAdvice in shared energyò (CEP). During the creation of this service, the 
ADEME offers technical support and financial assistance during the first three years of operation. The CEP, a 
locally based service, is directed at municipalities with less than 10 000 inhabitants (a counsellor can work on 
a total population of around 40 000 inhabitants); its objective is to: 

- Manage energy by tracking invoices; 

- Reduce consumptions to the same comfort level; 

- Assist the municipality in its building projects to optimise its choices; 

- Carry out awareness programmes. 

 

Energy performance contracts (see Section on Energy) are also under development in the territorial 
communities. Numerous towns, conurbation committees, general or regional councils implement this type of 
contract: examples are available in the brochure

78
 published by Fedene (fédération des services énergie 

environnement - Federation for environmental energy services). 

Energy management systems are also a useful way of continuously improving energy efficiency in local 
communities: in particular, the town of Saint-Raphaël was the first French town to attain ISO 50001 
accreditation. 

 

c Support from the State regarding State-Region project contracts 

In order to assist the territorial authorities in the implementation of their climate and energy policies, the 
State-Region Project Contracts (CPER-Contrats de Projets État-Régions) represent the ideal tool: within 
the framework of contracts between the State and the regions (project contracts for the period 2007-2013), 
the State placed as a priority the support to regional climate-energy plans and through the ADEME finances 
up to EUR 76 million per year of territorial energy actions (actions for energy savings and the development of 
renewable energy). This support extends via the territorial aspect of the CPER to the assistance from the 
regions for sub-regional climate plans. The regionôs commitment to energy efficiency in particular translates 
into the implementation of local policies, the raising of awareness and support to energy saving actions and 
the production of renewable energy, in partnership with the State. Within this framework, the ADEME 
finances with Territorial objective contracts (COT) those territories that wish to equip themselves with internal 
engineering for the development of the PCET.  

The objective of the CPERs is carbon neutrality. The NECATER method of the interministerial delegation for 

                                                 
77 Further information is available at the following website: http://www.conventiondesmaires.eu/about/covenant-in-figures_fr.html 
78 http://www.fedene.fr/sites/default/files/u277/Exemples%20de%20CPE%20en%20tertiaire%20%282%29.pdf 

http://www.conventiondesmaires.eu/about/covenant-in-figures_fr.html
http://www.fedene.fr/sites/default/files/u277/Exemples%20de%20CPE%20en%20tertiaire%20(2).pdf
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the management of the territory and regional attractiveness (DATAR - Délégation interministérielle à 
l'am®nagement du territoire et ¨ lôattractivit® r®gionale) allows to evaluate the carbon impact of investment 
programmes taking into account the life cycle of all financed projects.  

The CPERôs
79

 mid-term review shows that the financed operations have emissions of around 12 Mteq. The 
CO2 produced during the realisation phase. Regarding the life span of the financed projects, the CPERs are 
moving slightly away from carbon neutrality: the index ranges from +55 to -21 according to the CPERs, with 
a national average of +20 (neutrality was between -15 and +15). The ñagriculture and fishingò, ñhigher 
educationò and ñterritorial managementò points focus on gas emissions. As regards to these last two points 
and in the same way as for OP (operational programmes), the building constitutes the main action advantage 
to improve neutrality (improve energy performance and privilege rehabilitation rather than new construction). 
Compensations in terms of emissions are mainly linked to the ADEME component (energy management, 
renewable energy, etc.) and to the ñequipment and transportò aspect (collective transport, multimodal 
transport, etc.). 

 

Regarding future State-Region plan contracts, the Prime Minister announced on 2 August 2013 a new form 
of contract that will focus on five main themes in the city among which ecological and energy transition. 
Considerations made on the priorities concerning each theme led to the circular note of 15 November 2013

80
 

and to specifications for the Regional Prefects that opened discussions with the Regions and serves as a 
basis for future negotiations. As with the previous form of contract, the regions must focus on the 
accompanying actions of the ADEME in order to implement energy transition. Moreover, this circular note 
introduced the obligation of cross-compliance to which the projects financed by the State will be subjected 
and this constitutes a novelty compared to the period 2007-2013. 

The results of the considerations launched by the circular note shall be transmitted by February 2014. A 
phase of formal negotiations will follow leading to the drafting of the first CPERs in the Summer of 2014. The 
approach shall be articulated in two three-year contracts: 2015-2017 and 2018-2020. 

Investment priorities shall be defined in close coherence with those made by European funds. 

 

The ADEME proposes a training system destined to territorial authorities, as well as different tools among 
which the ñdrafting and implementation of a PCETò guide and the ñClimate practiceò tool (created by the 
Réseau Action Climat-France ïClimate Action Network France, the ADEME, Etd and the CLER), as well as 
an online resource centre that can count on a PCET observatory. It has also contributed to the 
implementation and the diffusion of Citôergie labelling (the French name of the ñEuropean energy awardò 
label) destined to local authorities rewarding for 4 years the quality management processes of the energy 
and/or climate policies of the authorities. 

The State and the ADEME have also supplied local authorities with a free method for establishing a 
balance sheet of the greenhouse gas emissions . 

 

In 2012, the ADEME also agreed to grant funding for the renovation of public lighting of municipalities with 
less than 2 000 inhabitants. Thanks to a funding envelope of EUR 20 million, it has been possible to 
renovate 70.000 light points in almost 2 000 municipalities. This measure has allowed an annual saving of 20 
GWh

81
. 

The territorial authorities also have the possibility of adding value to their actions within the framework of the 
Energy Saving Certification (EEC) system implemented by the planning and orientation law of the energy 
policy of 13 July 2005. This system allows public authorities to put into practice, within the scope of their 
competences, energy saving actions, to obtain support in the decision-making process (for example, audits) 
or to receive a partial funding of their energy improvement actions.  

 

Finally, several calls for projects have the objective of favouring the development of a Sustainable Town that 
aims to implement article 8 of the Decree 2009-967 of 3 August 2009 encouraging the valorisation of 
exemplary operations for the ñsustainable management of territoriesò and of agglomerations by encouraging 

                                                 
79 http://www.datar.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/110609_etat_necater_mi-parcours_fr.pdf 
80 http://circulaires.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2013/11/cir_37675.pdf 
81 Source: ADEME 

http://www.datar.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/110609_etat_necater_mi-parcours_fr.pdf
http://circulaires.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2013/11/cir_37675.pdf
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the definition of ñglobal energy, architectural and social innovation programmes in continuity with existing 
building stockò: 

- The objectives of the EcoQuartiers (EcoDistricts) call for project are to ensure national and 
international recognition to communities that have started to adopt exemplary approaches, to attract 
attention to the most virtuous districts through specific distinction, to promote a new way of building 
and development, to conform to the principles of sustainable development, to support a corporate 
approach and this should come about through the creation of an ñEcoQuartier Operational Clubò ran 
by the MEDDE. In 2011, a second call for EcoQuariters project was launched by the State with an 
even greater ambition in terms of the quality of the projects. 394 local authorities made an 
ñ®coquartierò candidate application as of 1 July 2012. 24 innovative projects were approved. 

- The EcoCité approach addresses big agglomerations, growing at a fast rate, structured in inter-
municipal authorities and that have an important project on sustainable management and housing. 
The EcoCité approach aims to identify exemplary integrated urban development strategies (in terms 
of design, discussion and implementation). 19 urban territories have also engaged alongside the 
State in the ecologic transition of the towns. They represent 31 inter-municipal authorities and 10 
million inhabitants. Implementation of the EcoCité projects have today been actualised thanks to the 
decision of the State to provide financial support within the scope of the Future Investments 
Programme. Funds for the Town of the future programme of the Future Investments Programme 
(PIA), the management of which was given by the State to the Caisse des Dépôts disposes of EUR 
750 million dedicated to EcoCités. Its priority is to facilitate the emergence of urban innovation and of 
demonstration projects with high environmental performance based on an integrated approach of 
transport and mobility, of energy and resources and of urban and housing organisation. As of 30 
September 2013, the funded projects represented a total amount of investments estimated at EUR 
3.3 billion in addition to a State funding of EUR 294 million . A reduction of energy needs and energy 
consumption is at the heart of the operational strategies thanks to passive buildings and 
considerations on their thermal exchange. The use of renewable energy and local energy recovery is 
encouraged, as is the use of smart solutions to optimise the storage and distribution of energy. New 
measures concerning global high-efficiency energy renovation programmes are expected for 2014. 

- The call for project for Reserved Public Transport Corridors (TCSP-Transports Collectifs en Sites 
Propres ï see section on transport), which aims to support the local authorities in the development of 
infrastructures for reserved public transport corridors. 
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6. Management of energy requirements 

Transversal energy measures for the management of energy requirements, involving all sectors, have also 
been implemented among which in particular: 

- The energy saving certification system (EEC), the main measure of the French policies on energy 
efficiency which aims to generate sources of energy savings, in particular in those sectors where they are 
more common; 

- Support high-efficiency products through regulatory and financial measures; 

- Support the development of energy services and in particular energy performance contracts; 

- Awareness campaigns, the importance of inspections and invoicing, the development of smart networks; 

- The promotion of efficiency of heating and cooling, support for cogeneration; 

- Waste prevention; 

- Future investments in research and innovation; 

- Taxation. 

Finally, the territorialisation systems (planning tools, support given by local authorities) described in the 
ñExemplary role of the State and the territorial authoritiesò section complete the policy implemented at a 
national level. 

6.1. The Energy Saving Certification system  

The energy saving certification system (ESC), introduced by Law No. 2005-781 of 13 July 2005 fixing the 
energy policy guidelines (POPE law) is based on the three-year obligation of achieving energy savings, 
expressed in the ESC

82
, imposed by public authorities on energy suppliers (ñobligeesò). These are also 

encouraged to promote energy efficiency among their clients (households, local authorities or professionals). 

 

The ESCs are attributed subject to certain conditions by the services of the Ministry of Energy to eligible 
players (obligees but also other legally established companies

83
) who carry out energy saving operations or 

in certain cases, develop renewable energy, and these can be exchanged. At the end of the period, the 
obligee energy sellers must give evidence, subject to a penalty providing full discharge of two euro cents per 
missing kWh cumac, of the fulfilment of their obligations by being in possession of the necessary certificates for 
these obligations. 

The national objective of energy savings for the first period of this system (from 1 July 2006 to 30 June 
2009), was fixed at 54 TWh cumac and was shared among obligee sellers

84
 based on their sales volumes and 

the TTC price of energy. This objective was achieved with almost 65 TWhcumac of certified energy savings as 
of 1

 
July 2009, with more than 86% in the residential sector. 

A transition period was created from 1
 
July 2009. No energy saving objectives were fixed for this period 

during which those eligible (of which some sellers) continued to carry out energy saving actions. In view of 
the positive results of the first period, Decree No.2010-788 of 12 July 2010 focusing on the national 
commitment to the environment extended the ESC system for another three years

85
 and extended the 

energy saving obligations to the providers of fuel the consumption in car fuel. The range of people eligible to 
apply for certificates has also been limited to sellers, to public authorities, to the Anah and to social housing. 

The second period started on 1 January 2011, with an obligation level fixed at 345 TWhcumac, for all energy 

                                                 
82 The unit of measure used by the ESC is the kWh of final cumulative energy and updated according to the life span of the product 

(kWh cumac of final energy). An ESC corresponds to 1 kWh cumac of energy saved. 
83 The local authorities, the National Housing Agency, social housing, the mixed economy companies propose third-party financing. 
84 For the first period, sellers were suppliers of electricity, gas, liquefied petrol, heating or cooling gas from grids (over a certain 

threshold of annual sales in GWh) and sellers of domestic heating oil. (From the first litre of fuel oil sold). 
85 Articles 14-17 of Decree No 2005-781 of 13 July 2005 of the programme fixing the guidelines of the energy policy, amended by 

Decree No 2010-788 of 12 July 2010 focusing on the national commitment to the environment; decree N°2010-1663 of 29 
December 2010 relative to the energy saving obligations within the scope of the energy saving certification system; Decree No 
2010-1664 of 29 December 2010 relative to energy saving certificates. 
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suppliers. 

In order to guarantee continuity of the system with a third period, the second period was extended by one 
year: the period will end on 31 December 2014. Operational procedures for this extra year are the same as 
those for the period 2011-2013 and the figures related to energy saving obligations is constant (an extra 115 
TWhcumac in 2014). 

The third period will start on 1
 
January 2015 with a three-year objective of 660 TWhcumac. 

 

As of 30 November 2013, the number of energy saving certificates issued since the beginning of the system 
was 462 TWhcumac of which 90.4% of operations were carried out in the building sector. 

 

 2013 2016 2020 

Energy savings generated by all the ESC issued as of 31 November 2013 (ex-post assessment) 

Annual energy savings 2.5 Mtep 2.44 Mtep 2.37 Mtep 

Energy savings generated by all the ESC issued as of 31 November 2013 (ex-post assessment) and 
by the extension of the system until 2020. 

Annual energy savings 2.5 Mtep 5.17 Mtep 9.29 Mtep 

Table 6. Annual energy savings generated by the ESC system (source: MEDDE)
86

 

 

The objective of this energy saving certification system under article 7 of the European directive on energy 
efficiency (EED) is of 97 TWhcumac in 2014 and of 171 TWhcumac starting from 2015. It is fixed at a level that is 
coherent with an energy saving of 314 TWh for the period 2014-2020. Details of the energy savings under 
article 7 of the EED are given in Annex 4. The energy saving certification system is described in Annex 5. 

6.2. Funding for high-performance equipment: regulatory measures for 
products. 

Regulatory measures for energy using products have been implemented at a Community level.  

- Eco-design: the Framework Directive 2009/125/EC establishes a framework for fixing requirements in 
terms of Eco-design applicable to energy products. These can be fixed or via regulations or with a 
voluntary agreement. 20 implementing measures from the framework directive were adopted between 
2008 and 2013 (stand-by and off mode, street lighting and tertiary building illumination, simple numeric 
decoders, power supplies and battery chargers, domestic lighting, electric engines, circulators, 
refrigeration equipment, televisions, washing machines, dishwashers, ventilation fans, vacuum cleaners, 
boilersé). Others are under preparation at the European Commission. 

At a national level, as regards to streetlights, a national convention has been signed by France and by the 
Lighting Union in order to bring forward the withdrawal date of low-efficiency light bulbs. 

Implementation of the regulation of the Eco-design directive regulating the ban of incandescent light bulbs 
allows a reduction of annual final energy consumptions of 0.46 Mtep in 2013, 0.76 Mtep in 2016 and of 

0.75 Mtep in 2020
87

. 

Implementation of the regulation of the Eco-design directive regulating televisions allows a reduction in the 
annual final energy consumption of 0.3 Mtep in 2020

88
. 

                                                 
86 Assessment method described in Annex 3. This assessment does not include information, innovation and training programmes. 
87 Source: SceGES assessment (see Annex 3) 
88 Source: MEDDE assessment (see Annex 3) 
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- Energy labelling: the European directive 92/75/EEC of 22 
September 1992, in replacement of the directive 2010/30/EC, fixes a 
regulatory framework that allows to impose, by way of delegated acts, 
the indication through labelling of information concerning the energy 
consumption and consumption of other resources of electrical 
products. The objective of the labelling is to orient the consumer 
towards energy efficient products within the energy plan and other 
environmental aspects (water, noiseé); professionals are also 
targeted (builders, importers and distributors). A new energy label has 
been gradually implemented since 2010. On the new energy label, 
the energy efficiency of the appliance appears, as does the energy 
consumption in kWh per year. This new label introduces three extra 
classes to the energy efficiency levels: A+, A++, 
A+++. 

It is linguistically neutral; texts have been replaced with identical 
pictograms for all 28 EU Member States presenting specific 
indications for each type of appliance. It has become an 
indispensable tool when choosing equipment. 

 

6.3. Development of energy efficiency services 
market 

6.3.1. Methodology 

In order to understand the energy efficiency services market in its totality and diversity, the ADEME 
commissioned at the end of 2013 a study to conduct a survey and market research of energy and energy 
efficiency services, starting with interviews conducted to different market players (providers, applicants, 
public funds). This study resulted in the results and conclusions presented below 

89
. 

From a methodological point of view, this study is based on: 

Å The definition of energy value chains: The analysis of the Study on the Exploitation of real 
estate; 

Å A distinction between services acting directly on energy consumption (ñEnergy servicesò 
ñEnergy efficiency servicesò) and correlated services contributing to energy efficiency 
(upstream services, technical or financial services); 

Å A distinction between energy services and energy efficiency services, depending on the 
service proposed explicitly involves energy savings whether on a contractual basis or not 
(example: a maintenance contract versus an incentive contract); 

Å The energy performance contract (CPE), presented in a transversal contractual form in 
relation to the value chain, has also been defined.  

 

                                                 
89 All the data cited in this paragraph, with the exception of the section on the CPE, come from this ADEME/CODA STRATEGIES 

study !French survey and market research into energy efficiency servicesò - 2013. 
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Figure 9. Value chain of energy and energy efficiency services (source: ADEME/CODA STRATEGIES 
2013) 

6.3.2. Summary of results 

As illustrated by this value chain, the French energy and energy efficiency services market presents great 
diversity and heterogeneity. However, it is possible to identify the following main market segments: 

a Additional upstream services, prior to energy efficiency measures: 

- DPE (see ñresidential-tertiaryò section): the number of DPE has been estimated at 600 000 annual 
diagnoses carried out in the first years of implementation of the system that became mandatory in 2006. 
However, this market decreased by 4% in 2013 for the second consecutive year: this market considerably 
suffered the drop in property sales and the perceived lack in reliability

90
and the fall in prices. The rate of 

current enrolment of DPE based on the DPEs managed by the ADEME allows to assess the annual 
market of DPE at around EUR 130 million in 2013 (1 million DPEs carried out annually at an average 
price of EUR 130 ). This market could increase to EUR 147 million in 2017. 

- Energy advice visits are usually free services offered by the Chambers of Commerce and Industry or by 
Energy Information Points (see ñresidential-tertiaryò section) resulting in recommendations. The 
equivalent market of these services has been evaluated at EUR 30 million, corresponding to the 
equivalent of 300 full-time jobs created within this framework. 

- The development of the energy audits and diagnostics market expected over the next years is based 
on a certain number of regulatory developments (obligation of audits for co-owned properties, obligation 
of audits in big companiesé). In 2013, the energy audit market was evaluated at EUR 183 million 
divided as follows: 

                                                 
90 A DPE reliability plan has since been implemented. 
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đ Industrial audits: a market of EUR 54 million in 2013, that should see a steady growth due to the 
obligation of audits in big companies introduced by the DEE. 

đ Tertiary audits: a market of EUR 80 million per year in 2013, based on the expressed desire of land 
owners, great sites and of the public sector to acquire more information on their land before starting 
renovation work. 

đ Residential audits: based on social housing, co-owned properties and private dwellings, the 
residential audit market was estimated at EUR 90 million in 2013. 

đ Audits/Diagnostics in the agricultural sector: a market of EUR 3 million per year in 2013, resulting in 
the implementation of an Energy Efficiency Plan for agricultural holdings. 

- The development and implementation of energy management systems: the ISO 50001 standard 
appeared in June 2011 and since then around fifty companies have been certified in France. At the 
beginning, it was the energy efficiency service companies, thermal users and manufacturers of regulation 
systems that adopted this approach for their own business. Now, the biggest contributors are companies 
from the food industry, the pharmaceutical industry and the steel industry, as well as local authorities. In 
this last case, the ISO 50001 certification often falls within the more global framework of the elaboration of 
the PCET (see section on ñexemplary role of the State and of territorial authoritiesò). The market players 
have shown a growing interest since mid-2013 and the number of certified companies should grow 
considerably. Currently, the market of services related to the ISO 50001 certification still remains strongly 
limited with a total amount estimated at EUR 1.8 million for 2013. This market could reach EUR 7.7 
million by 2017. 

- Engineering and thermal studies associated with energy optimisation represented in 2013 almost EUR 
1 450 million. One can also cite emerging markets of thermal management and of commissioning

91
 that 

generated respectively in 2013 a market of EUR 60 million and EUR 3 million. 

 

b Energy and energy efficiency services associated to exploitation 

- Project Management Assistance services: the extrapolation of data collected from certain players 
allows to estimate the impact of assistance services on exploitation at around EUR 25 million. 

- Energy efficiency services linked to metering and sub-metering represented in 2013 a market of EUR 
144 million, divided in the following way: 

đ Residential sector: the market connected to the identification of heating costs is estimated at 
EUR 25 million; EUR 80 million of the market can also be attributed to the identification of 
domestic hot water costs. 

đ In the residential sector: the sub-metering non-residential market represents in France almost 
EUR 39 million. The market is in full expansion and all of these at a tertiary and industrial level. 
The evolution of the market is rapid and is based on both start-ups and conventional players. 
CODA Strategies estimate that the market will be more than EUR 126 million by 2020 (with 
services representing almost 70% of this amount). 

Energy coaching
92

 is an emerging energy efficiency service for which the amount of funds involved 
seems modest (in the order of EUR 2 million).  

 

c Thermal equipment providers 

The services invoiced to the end client, in certain cases are integrated with a re-invoicing of the fuel 
purchased for the service. This part of the value has been isolated in the study carried out by the CODA 
Stratégies cabinet. The data presented below does not integrate this component (reported in the final 
summary table). 

                                                 
91 Commissioning: the set of procedures aiming at guaranteeing that the energy performance of a facility corresponds to the expected 

one. 
92 Energy coaching is based on guiding building users (dwellings, offices, factories) towards better codes of practices and therefore 

towards optimal energy consumption in relation to the buildingôs characteristics. This approach is particularly relevant within the 
scope of the installation of households in LEB or even BEPOS (positive energy buildings) dwellings, for which consumer behaviour 
has a significant impact on the energy performance of a dwelling. 












































































