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Biomethane as an Alternative Source for
Transport and Energy Renaissance
BIOMASTER
BIOMASTER intends to prove that biomethane for transport can be an operational and
viable option in spite of the regulatory and ﬁscal barriers that hamper its replication.
The 4 participating regions are ready to exploit the potential of biomethane production
and use for transport to overcome the current impasse and bring the key components of
the biomethane chain into a joint initiative, stimulating investments, removing nontechnological barriers and mobilising action for uptake. The qualifying characters of
BIOMASTER are the commitment of a "waste-to-wheel" partnership, the set-up of
networks to involve local stakeholders, the intention to address the potential sources of
biomethane production, the potential for total production and use, the available
distribution modes, and the legal, organisational and ﬁnancial barriers. A key ambition
of the project is to focus on biomethane grid injection. The goal is to bridge the
knowledge and operational gaps fragmenting the biomethane chain and to establish
local alliances of stakeholders to foster open dialogue and create a mutual understating

Results
4 detailed feedstock assessments, action plans for biogas production and upgrading, strategies
for residual product management, strategies to boost biomethane use in vehicles
Quantiﬁable progress towards a cumulative target of: - 12 new biomethane production plants in
the partner regions - 4 biomethane grid injection points - 630 vehicles operating on biomethane
- 54 new biomethane ﬁlling stations
4 regional networks established, one in each target region
16 additional regional networks, 4 in each partners’ country
5 additional networks in 5 countries other than the partners’ countries

Lesson learned
The initial steps of new markets’ development (as for biomethane in several countries) can be
better triggered through the intervention of public authorities: purchasing policies for cleaner
vehicles in captive ﬂeets and corresponding build-up of fueling facilities, as well as public
incentives for biogas production and upgrading, can strongly contribute to achieve the critical
mass needed to favor the launch of the market and to inﬂuence market prices and industry
choices against: - limited number of vehicles models and their higher cost - producing biogas
only for electricity.
The role of the networks in the project’s regions (and beyond them) is crucial in order to allow
gathering the stakeholders to promote the biomethane economy and to favor its initial
boosting. Accordingly, a dedicated event hosted in each target region is highly needed in order
to successfully address the stakeholders (through initial direct contacts) and to start their

proper involvement in mutual exchange of information and future activities. On the other hand,
set up and coordination of networks are very much demanding in terms of resources, especially
in the non partner regions.
In many cases the diﬀerent stakeholders (waste treatment plants, biogas and upgrading
companies, local authorities, transport agencies) are ready to implement concrete initiatives on
biomethane economy; nevertheless in some countries the legal framework, together with the
economic crisis, is strongly limiting those actions.
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