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PART A: FACTUAL DATA
1 Standard of living

Despite the various measures existing in Portugal to ensure the social protection and the standard of living of disabled people, persons with disabilities still have a higher chance of poverty than non-disabled people. The Eurostat data (EUSILC, UDB 2013, version 2 of August 2015)
 reveals that the risk of household poverty for disabled people aged 16-64 years old in Portugal has remained fairly constant between 2010 and 2013 (38,8%). However, the risk of household poverty for disabled people aged 65 and older decreased. Nevertheless, for both groups over this period the risk of poverty in Portugal remained higher than the European average. Disabled people with “low work intensity” (22,4%) and disabled people with “low income” (20,0%) are the two groups facing higher risk of household poverty. The EU SILC data do not provide information on the risk of household poverty for children with disabilities under 16. 
Despite these data, there is no evidence suggesting that persons with disabilities in Portugal are disproportionately at risk of not having adequate access to clean water. According to the OECD Better Life Index,
 “Portugal does well in terms of water quality, as 86% of people say they are satisfied with the quality of their water, above the OECD average of 81%”. Persons with disabilities in Portugal can get social discounts in their payments on gas, water, and electricity, provided that their income is below € 5 808.00 per year (for a single person household) and € 31 944.00 per year (for households of 10 persons or more) or if they are recipients of certain kinds of pensions or benefits (e.g. the Social Invalidity Pension, the Social Insertion Income benefit, or Family Allowances).
 Disabled people with low income can also access free meals as part of the Program of Food Emergency (Programa de emergência alimentar) launched by the Portuguese government in April 2012 in order to combat starvation amongst the poorest
 through “Social Kitchens” (Cantina Social).

2 Overview of disability protection systems
2.1 Services, devices and assistance
The disability protection system in Portugal provides free access to assistive devices, though there is no national personal assistance scheme and therefore, persons with disabilities are very dependent on the support of their families. However, several subsidies are available for persons with disabilities and their families to cover some assistance costs. In addition, social care services are available, mostly provided by private non-profit entities and a fee is required. All these measures are described in the sections hereafter.
2.1.1 Devices (including assistive technologies)
The National System for the Ascription of Assistive Devices (SAPA),
 established by Decree-Law 93/2009, of 16 April
 and amended by Decree-Law 42/2011, of 23 March,
 is a public universal system that regulates the provision of assistive devices for persons with a disability/incapacity.
	Name of the benefit
	Purpose of the benefit

	Means-Testing
	Eligibility
	Social Insurance
	Benefit amount

	System of Provision of Assistive Devices

(Sistema de Atribuição de Produtos de Apoio).


	Free provision of assistive devices such as wheelchairs, walkers, crutches, pillows to prevent ulcers, diapers, orthopaedic mattresses, car adjustments, materials and equipment for communication (adapted pens, computers, communication tables), car adaptations, and other necessary assistive products are provided to enhance the autonomy and the quality of life of persons with a disability/incapacity.
	Not means-tested.

Nevertheless the assistive device is provided only after the evaluation of the socio-economic conditions of the applicant and of the importance of the device to the applicant’s life; a medical prescription of the assistive device is also needed.
	A medical prescription of the assistive device, issued by a Health Centre, Hospital or specialised rehabilitation centre designated by the Institute for Social Security (ISS, I.P.), is required. Only persons with an incapacity level of 60% or above is eligible to receive an assistive device. In addition, at least three budgets of the potential device need to be provided. 

Priority is given according to applicants’ health conditions and the importance of the device for the applicants’ autonomy and daily life activities.
	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system 

The applicant however has to have his/her income taxes and social security contributions updated.

	The cost of the assistive device(s) is covered/reimbursed in the full amount. 



2.1.2 Personal assistance
In Portugal, there is no national personal assistance scheme and therefore, persons with disabilities are very dependent on the support provided by their families. However, several subsidies are available for persons with disabilities and their families.
	Name of the benefit
	Purpose of the benefit
	Means-Testing
	Eligibility

	Social Insurance
	Benefit amount

	Allowance for Assistance by Third Person (Subsídio por Assistência de Terceira Pessoa).


	An allowance to compensate family expenditures with persons with disabilities (both children and adults) who need permanent assistance (at least 6h/day).

	Means-tested benefit.
For families of the contributory regime: if the family member providing care lives together with the person with disability and the income of the person with disability, if s/he is married, does not exceed € 395.09 per month; or if s/he is single, divorced or widowed, is below € 197.55 per month.
For families of the non-contributory regime: the disabled person is not working and his/her monthly income is not higher than € 167.68 and the household income does not exceed € 628.83; or the family lives at poverty level with an individual income not higher than € 125.7. This situation has to be verified by the competent social services.
	Families that have disabled relatives (children or adults) who are dependent on care to address their basic needs and/or to persons with disabilities who do not perform any professional activity and are already receiving such benefits as: Supplement to Family Allowance for Children with Disabilities (abono de família com bonificação por deficiência) or Disability Allowance (subsídio mensal vitalício).
	For beneficiaries of the contributory regime who have previously paid social security contributions for at least 12 months over the last 14 months and beneficiaries of the non-contributory system.

	€ 88.37 per month.


	Subsidy to

Assist a Child with Disability or Chronic Illness (Subsídio de Assistência a Filhos com Deficiência ou Doença Crónica).


	A subsidy paid to parents who take a leave from work to care for their child with disability or chronic illness for a period that can last from 6 months up to four years maximum.

	Not means-tested.

	The child has to have a medical condition and a need for assistance certified by a doctor and the beneficiary (parent) has to live together with the child. 

	Only for families of the contributory system. 

	The amount of the benefit comprises 65% of the monthly salary of the parent, but it cannot exceed 2X the IAS or € 838.44 per month. (Social Support Index - IAS, € 419.22 in 2015).
In case of a very low monthly income, the minimum of € 11.18 per day is paid.

	Dependency Supplement (Complemento por Dependência).


	Aimed to compensate persons who 

receive an invalidity, old age or survival pension and are dependent on the assistance of a third person to address their basic everyday needs; or persons who are not pensioners but have a serious health condition that is expected to continue evolving to a situation of dependency or death, within a three year period and therefore need assistance from another person.
	Means-tested benefit only for beneficiaries with dependency of 1st degree - the current pension (or a sum of pensions) a beneficiary already receives cannot exceed € 600 per month.
	1) Beneficiaries of invalidity pensions, old age or survival pensions in a situation of dependency of the general Social security contributory system and of non-contributory pensions.

2) Non-pensioners of the abovementioned schemes, but those with a certain disability/illness condition verified by the Social Security Disability/Invalidity Verification System and two outcomes are possible: 1st degree dependency (persons who cannot perform autonomously the actions required to meet the basic needs of their daily life) and 2nd degree dependency (persons who have the characteristics of the 1stdegree but are also bed-bound and/or severely demented).
	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system.

	Varies between € 90.69 and € 181.38 according to the applicant´s degree of dependency and the pension type that he/she already receives.



2.1.3 Other forms of service/Assistance

In Portugal, persons with disabilities can benefit from multiple social care services such as: Home Care services, Group Homes, Special Holiday and Recreation Centres, Occupational Activities Centres and Residential units (Residential Homes or Autonomous Residences), mostly provided by non-profit organisations (Instituições particulares de solidariedade social (IPSS))
 or private for-profit entities. The person with disabilities or the family usually pays a fee according to the family income. The information about these services is summarised in the following table: 
	Name of the benefit
	Purpose of the benefit
	Means-Testing

	Eligibility

	Social Insurance
	Amount



	Home Care services (Serviço de apoio domiciliário).


	Aimed to provide personal care, meals, house cleaning and laundry to elderly and disable people.
	The family or the person pays a fee (that varies from 40% to 75% of the total cost of the service) according to their family income calculated on the basis of the personal income tax (IRS) declaration.
	Elderly or disabled people who are dependent on the need of others for daily life activities.
	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system.
	The person with disabilities or the family pays a fee according to the family income.

	Group Home (Lar de Apoio).


	To provide accommodation, meals, and other necessary services to children and young persons with disabilities.

	Not Means-Tested.
	Children and young persons with disabilities (aged 6 years to18 years old) who, due to their impairments, need to attend a special education center that is located away from their community (place of residence).
	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system.

	The person with disabilities or the family pays a fee according to the family income.


	Special Holiday and Recreation Centers (Centros de férias e lazer).

	To provide persons with disabilities and their families recreational activities as well as physical, psychological or other therapeutic assistance
	Not Means-Tested.

	Persons with disabilities and their families

	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system.
	The person with disabilities or the family pays a fee according to the family income.

	Occupational Activities Centers (centros de actividades ocupacionais).


	To provide daycare, therapeutic and recreational activities, as well as meals and often transportation services to persons with disabilities.
	Universal service but the fee paid depends on the family income.

	Adults with intellectual and multiple disabilities (aged 16 and over).

	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system.

	Persons with disabilities pay a fee according to their family income.


	Residential units (unidades residenciais).


	Residential homes (lar residencial): Aims to provide all the required care, including well-being and social integration activities, and promotes strategies to enhance self-esteem, and the personal and social autonomy of persons with disabilities.
Autonomous residences (residência autónoma):
 Aims to provide equal opportunities for persons with disabilities through the enhancement of their social participation as well as the development of their professional careers.
	Not Means-tested but the fee paid depends on the family income.

	Residential homes: Persons with disabilities of 16 years or older can live in a residential home under the following circumstances: if they participate in education, training or other activities located in areas distant from their communities; if the family cannot guarantee proper accommodation for them and if their family member(s) are ill or in other related cases. Persons with disabilities younger than 16 years old can be temporarily institutionalised in residential homes in emergency situations only, when other measures were tried and were not successful.
Autonomous residences: Persons with disabilities of 18 years old or above who, with some support, are able to live autonomously.
	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system.

	Persons with disabilities pay a fee according to their family income.



In addition, two other personal assistance initiatives can be mentioned here.
	Name of the benefit
	Purpose of the benefit
	Means-Testing
	Eligibility

	Social Insurance
	Amount



	The National Early Intervention System (Sistema Nacional de Intervenção Precoce na Infância – SNIPI).


	Aims to provide Early Childhood Intervention (ECI) measures to the child and the family, including prevention and rehabilitation activities related to education, health and social care. 
	Not means-tested benefit.

	· Children aged 0-6 years old and their families are eligible under the following conditions

· If a child has bodily and/or functional impairments that limit his/her normal participation in daily life and social activities;
· If a child is under serious risk of developmental problems due to biological, psychological or environmental risks. Among these could be parental factors, such as the mother’s age (below 18); alcohol abuse or physical mistreatment by the parents, etc. Contextual factors are also taken into account including living in isolated areas and/or living in poverty.
· The child’s situation is evaluated by a Special Commission and afterwards, an individual plan is elaborated stating the necessary measures to implement in order to help the child and the family including rehabilitation, education, health and social care activities.
	n/a

	Free of charge; the system is coordinated by the Ministries of Social Solidarity, Education and Health

	The Lisbon Municipality Independent Living Pilot Programme.


	Aims to promote independent living for persons with disabilities

	Not means-tested.

	The initial plan was to involve five to ten participants with mobility disabilities who will benefit from a personal assistance scheme.

	n/a.

	The programme has the total budget of € 152,000 and will last for two years to support the selected participants


2.2 Income protection

Disabled people and their families in Portugal are entitled to a number of social benefits, including: a Disability Allowance, an Invalidity Pension, a Social Invalidity Pension, an Allowance for Special Education, and a Disability Supplement to Family Allowance.
 These benefits are summarized in the following table: 
	Name of the benefit
	Purpose of the benefit
	Means-Testing
	Eligibility

	Social Insurance
	Benefit amount



	ALLOWANCE FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

(Abono de família para crianças e jovens).


	A monthly allowance paid to the family until the child reaches 16 years old in order to compensate family expenditures.

	Means-tested benefit only for families with household income below € 419,22.


	The period of this allowance can be extended up until the child reaches 24 years old (also in the case of families with children with disabilities) if the young person attends a higher educational institution, or any training/education that will result in obtaining a diploma

	Both for families of the contributory and non-contributory systems

	From € 26.54 to € 35.19 per month, according to the total family income, the age and the number of children.
Single-parent families receive 20% more of the defined amount of allowance.

In September families receive an additional amount to compensate for educational expenditures.

	DISABILITY SUPPLEMENT TO FAMILY ALLOWANCE (Bonificação do abono de família para crianças e jovens com deficiência).


	A supplement to the Allowance for Families with Children and Youth provided to compensate family expenditure if the child has a disability.

	Means-tested benefit.
Only for beneficiaries who are supporting economically the child with disabilities.
In the contributory regimes the child cannot have an income above € 187,18 (if single) or € 374,36 (if living in a couple).
For families of non-contributory regime: 1) a child with disability shall not receive more than € 167.68 per month; and 2) the household income shall be € 125.76 per family member or equal or below € 628.83 per month for the whole family (household).
	For families, beneficiaries of Family Allowances, who have a child with a permanent physical, organic, sensory or intellectual impairment, aged 0-24 years old who is not employed and in need of pedagogical or therapeutic assistance, or attends a special therapeutic or rehabilitation establishment.

	The amounts provided are the same for families of the contributory and non-contributory systems.

	The amount varies between € 59.48 and € 156.55 per month (as of 01.02.2016), according to the child´s age and the type of family (single-parent or two-parent family).


	ALLOWANCE FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION (Subsídio por frequência de estabelecimento de educação especial).


	A monthly payment to compensate the expenditures of families with children and youth with disabilities who attend a private special educational programme and/or to cover specific educational supports outside the school.
	Means tested benefit: only for families that live together with a child with disabilities and the child’s income is below € 374.36 (if living in a couple) or € 187.18 (if single).
	Parents of children with congenital or acquired physical, psychosocial or intellectual disabilities who require pedagogical or therapeutic assistance (up until 24 years old). This supplement is given to families (family members) that live together in one household with a child with a disability. 
	For families of both the contributory and non-contributory system.


	The amount of the allowance depends on the monthly fee paid by the family, the household income, and the number of persons in the family (as well as children with disabilities) and housing expenditures (as of 10.02.2016).


	DISABILITY ALLOWANCE 

(Subsídio Mensal Vitalício).


	Aimed to compensate family expenditures with adults with disabilities, 24 years old and over, who have never worked and are considered unable to do so.

	Means-tested benefit. 

The monthly income of the person with disability shall not exceed € 399,06 for a married person or € 199,53 for a separated, divorced or widower.


	The family member(s) must live together with the person with disabilities in the same household.

A medical attestation is a mandatory condition.

	Only for families of the contributory system.


	€ 176.76 per month

as of January, 2016.


	INVALIDITY PENSION 

(Pensão de Invalidez).


	To protect persons in the situation of permanent incapacity to work (not acquired at work). (Once the beneficiary reaches 65 years old, the Invalidity Pension is converted into an Old Age Pension) (Pensão de Velhice).

	Not means-tested benefit.
The amount varies according to the contributory career of the applicant, including work abroad.
	The permanent incapacity can be of relative or absolute nature as certified by the Incapacity Verification Service (Sistema de Verificação de Incapacidades - SVI). The status of relative impairment is assigned, when it is presumed that the person cannot return to regular professional activities over a period of three years. In case of absolute impairment, the person cannot return to work until the retirement age. A medical attestation of incapacity is necessary and a reassessment is required three years after the benefit ascription, in case of relative impairment
	Only for beneficiaries of the contributory system.

	A minimum amount between € 261.95 to € 379.04 per month, depending on the number of years of social security contributions. In 2016, the Invalidity pension is taxed through the Extraordinary Solidarity Contribution (Contribuição extraordinária de solidariedade); at a rate of 7,5% for pensions between 
€ 4 611.42- € 7126.74 per year and a rate of 20% for those over
€ 7,126.74.

	SOCIAL INVALIDITY PENSION
(Pensão Social de Invalidez).


	To protect persons not entitled to receive an Invalidity Pension and/or not covered by any social protection system, but who are permanently incapable to work (of non-professional nature).
	Means-tested benefit.

The monthly income of a single person before taxes shall not exceed € 167,69 or € 251,53 for a married couple.
	Persons with a permanent incapacity to work, aged 18 years old and over.

A medical attestation of incapacity degree is required.
	For beneficiaries of the non-contributory system.
	The available amount is € 201.53 per month. Additionally to this pension an Extraordinary Complement of Solidarity for Old People (Complemento extraordinário de solidariedade )
 is paid depending on age: € 35.06 (for people of 70 years and above) and € 17.54 (for people below 70 years old). The Invalidity Pension is paid 14 months/year, being paid twice in August and November.

	SPECIAL PROTECTION IN INVALIDITY 

(Proteção Especial na Invalidez).


	To protect persons in the situation of permanent incapacity to work due to health conditions of quick development such as: Paramiloidose, Machado-Joseph (DMJ) disease, HIV-AIDS, Parkinson, Alzheimer, multiple sclerosis and cancer (Foro oncológico) certified by the Commission of Permanent Incapacities Verification (Comissão de Verificação de Incapacidades Permanentes - CVIP).

	Not means-tested benefit for beneficiaries of the contributory regime.
Means-tested benefit for beneficiaries of the non-contributory system.
	Any person above 18 years old who has a permanent incapacity to work according to the mentioned illnesses, as attested by the Social Security Disability/Invalidity Verification System. Also any beneficiary of the Invalidy Pension, whose incapacity to work has been caused by the mentioned diseases that it is impossible to address through work adaptations or assistive devices, and is expected to continue evolving to a condition of dependency or death, within a three year period.
A medical attestation of incapacity degree is required.
	For beneficiaries of the contributory and non-contributory systems.

	For those with relative incapacity, the monthly amount varies according to the contributory career, from € 261.95 per month: for those with less than 15 years of contributions, to € 379.04 for those who contributed more than 31 years of contributions. Those with absolute incapacity will receive at least the amount of the Old Age Pension for a 40 year contributory career.

	DEPENDENCY SUPPLEMENT (Complemento por Dependência).


	A cash benefit aimed to compensate persons in who 

receive an invalidity, old age or survival pension and are dependent on the assistance of a third person to address their basic everyday needs; or persons who are not pensioners but have a serious health condition that is expected to continue evolving to a situation of dependency or death, within a three year period and therefore need assistance from another person. 
	Means-tested benefit only for beneficiaries with dependency of 1st degree - the current pension (or a sum of pensions) a beneficiary already receives cannot exceed € 600 per month.

	1) Beneficiaries of invalidity pensions, old age or survival pensions in a situation of dependency of the general Social security contributory system and of non-contributory pensions.
2) Non-pensioners of the abovementioned schemes, but those with a certain disability/illness condition verified by the Social Security Disability/Invalidity Verification System (Sistema de Verificação de Incapacidades da Segurança Social) and two outcomes are possible: 1st degree dependency (persons who cannot perform basic needs autonomously) and 2nd degree dependency (those who have 1st degree but are bed-bound or are seriously demented).
	For beneficiaries of the contributory and non-contributory pension systems.

	Varies between € 90.69 and € 181.38 according to the applicant´s degree of dependency and the pension type that he/she already receives. Pensioners of the general pension systems with 1st degree of dependency: 
50% of the social pension (in 2015: € 201.53), and 
2nd degree of dependency – 90% of the social pension.




2.3 Disability-related expenses

In Portugal persons with disabilities can have access to the following disability-related expenses benefits:
	Name of the benefit
	Purpose of the benefit
	Means-Testing


	Eligibility
	Social Insurance
	Benefit amount



	Free transportation to school, meals, accommodation and school manuals.


	Schools Social Action (Ação Social Escolar)
 administered by the Ministry of Education and Science in order to help children including children with disabilities who attend regular pre-schools, primary and secondary schools and vocational schools.
	Not Means-tested
	Children and youngsters with disabilities attending mainstream schools.

	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system.

	Financed by the Ministry of Education and Science, based on the annual calculations presented by each Municipality.


	VAT (Value Added Tax) exemption on vehicles purchasing (Isenção de imposto de valor acrescentado na compra de veiculos).

	Aimed to facilitate private transportation.

	Universal
	Persons with disabilities are also entitled to reduced taxes when purchasing an adapted car priced up to € 7,800.

The purchase of tricycles, wheelchairs, with or without engine, passenger or mixed vehicles for personal use of the disabled taxpayer is, upon request to the Portuguese government, exempt from VAT.
	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system.

	VAT exemption.


	Non-urgent medical care transport service (Serviço de transporte medico não-urgente).
’


	Aimed to provide transport to non-urgent medical care services.

	Means-tested
For persons with family monthly income equal to or below € 419.22 per month.
	Persons with a Certificate of Incapacity of 60% and over, with insufficient economic resources.

This service can only be used for a maximum of 120 days per year which can only be exceeded under exceptional circumstances.

	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system.

	Free non-urgent medical care transport service.


	Special Service for Reduced Mobility Users (Serviço Mobilidade Reduzida Especial).

	Aimed to provide a paid door-to-door transportation service for people with reduced mobility and their assistants in the capital city, Lisbon.
	Not Means-tested
	Applicants have to prove their disability by submitting a medical certification and then a special transportation card will be issued.

	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system.
	The ticket equals the regular tariff paid in the bus.


	Special accessible parking spaces (Lugares de estacionamento especiais).


	Aimed to facilitate parking of persons with mobility disabilities with a permanent nature.

	Not Means- tested
	Persons with mobility disabilities of permanent nature or with an incapacity degree equal or above 60%, as certified by a medical attestation, may apply for a Parking Card at the Institute of Mobility and Transport (Instituto da Mobilidade e dos Transportes Terrestres)
 in their area of residence.
	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system.

	Parking Card


	Deduction on Personal Income Tax (IRS - Imposto sobre os Rendimentos de Pessoas Singulares).

	Aimed to provide tax deductions to disabled persons and their family.

	€ 1,900 for a disabled taxpayer;
€ 712.5 for a disabled child;
€ 712.5 for disabled parents or grandparents;
30% of all registered expenses on education and rehabilitation of the taxpayer and disabled dependents;
25% of all life insurance premiums and contributions to mutual associations that exclusively cover death, disability or retirement risks.

An amount of €1,900 is also deductible to the taxable income for caring expenses for taxpayers or dependents with a permanent disability degree equal or higher than 90% (severe disablement allowance).
If the taxpayer has been injured or disabled while serving in the Armed Forces, his/her tax deduction rises up to € 2.375.
 25% of the expenditures on retirement homes can be deducted to the taxable income with an overall limit of € 403.75. This deduction includes expenditures on home care, nursing homes and elderly support institutions for the taxpayers as well as the costs of homes for persons with disabilities, their dependents, ascendants and collateral relatives up to the third degree who do not have incomes above the minimum wage.
	Persons with a degree of permanent disability of 60% or over, or who have disabled dependents, or disabled older relatives.

	For beneficiaries of both the contributory and non-contributory system.

	Tax deductions.


	Reduction on 

railway tariffs and flights

	Agreement between the INR, I.P. and the Portuguese Train Company (CP.PT).


	Not means-tested
	Persons with disabilities and their assistants.

In addition, disabled veterans are entitled to a 50% discount on TAP flights.


	
	75% discount on regional and fast speed trains (2nd class tickets) for persons with disabilities and a 25% discount can for an assistant or an accompanying person


2.4 Housing costs

Persons with disabilities 18 years old and over, with 60% or more degree of incapacity, as attested by a medical certification and who live (or intend to live) in their personal apartment or house, can apply for credits to subsidize housing costs (as approved by Law 64/2014
 of 26 of August). The credit is given to people with disabilities for the following purposes (Art. 2).

a) Purchase, expansion, building or carrying out regular reparation or improvement of personal permanent residence;
b) Purchase of land and property for the construction of permanent housing;
c) Carrying out regular reparations or improvement in common parts of the buildings to comply with technical standards, required by law, to improve accessibility to residential buildings, by autonomous owners, and setting up own permanent housing, whose responsibility is the co-owners.
The maximum amount of the loan is € 190.000 annually adjusted based on the consumer price index, but it cannot exceed 90% of the total housing cost, or the cost of reparation or renovation as evaluated by the lending credit institution. The maximum value ratio of financial guarantee is 90%, and the maximum period of loan is 50 years (Art.7). 
All disabled veterans with 60% or more degree of incapacity are entitled to receive a credit to purchase or build their home, benefitting from the same conditions as available for the employees of the crediting institutions(according to Law 63/2014, of 26 August that amended Decree-Law230/80, of 16 June).

To support families that have disabled members or single persons with disabilities, the Portuguese Government introduced in 2012 The New Urban Rental Regime (O Novo Regime do Arrendamento Urbano (NRAU))
 approved by Law 31/2012, of 14 August (Lei do Arrendamento Urbano).
 According to this regime, terminating rental agreements signed prior to 1990 should be transferred to the new scheme, on the initiative of the landlord, with updated renting prices. However, tenants with low income, of 65 years and older, and those with an incapacity degree of 60% or more, and people in a difficult economic situation, who signed their contracts before November 1990, can obtain an agreement from the landlord and not have their renting increased for a period of five years. In November 2017, and in particular from 2018 on, when the five-year transition is over, the rent can only be increased to a maximum amount of 1/15 of the taxable amount of the rented property. Tenants with disabilities who signed housing renting contracts before 18 November 1990 can also apply for a rent subsidy (according to Decree-Law 156/2015 of 10 August).
 The subsidy can be given either for current or for new housing contracts. The amount of the subsidy for the current rent is 5% of the IAS (Social Support Index - € 419.22 in 2015) and is provided for 24 months. The subsidy for the new rent is paid on a monthly basis.
 These measures make part of The National Strategy for Housing (2015-2031)
 approved by the Resolution of the Council of Ministers 48/2015, of 15 July that also aims to promote accessibility and adapting housing for persons with reduced mobility.

In addition, young people with disabilities aged 18-30 years old, regardless of their income, can apply for the Door 65-Youth Program (Decree-Law 308/2007, of 3 September),
 which aims to support part of the rent payment of youth living in urban rented housing.
A few municipalities in Portugal (e.g. Lisbon and Cascais) have also in place special schemes to help pay the cost of disability-related physical adaptations. The Municipality of Lisbon scheme was the first one to be created in 1990 and runs in partnership with two disability organisations (Fundação LIGA and Associação de Paralisia Cerebral de Lisboa).

Persons with disabilities in Portugal can get social discounts in their payments on gas, water, and electricity, provided that their income is below € 5.808 per year (for a single person household) and 31.944 €/year (for households of 10 persons or more) or if they are recipients of certain kinds of pensions or benefits (e.g. the Social Invalidity Pension, the Social Insertion Income benefit, or Family Allowances).

2.5 Retirement benefits

In Portugal, the general Old Age Pension (Pensão de Velhice)
 is paid to people of 66 years and 2 months (as amended in 2016 compared to 66 years in 2014-2015), and the amount varies according to the beneficiary contributory career. The minimum monthly pension amounts to € 261.95 (for those with less than 15 years of contributory career) and € 379.04 (for those with 31 years or more). Pensioners receive holiday contributions in June and December each year. However, since 2011, old age pensions have been taxed through the Extraordinary Solidarity Contribution. In 2016 the amount of this contribution will be 7,5% for pensions between € 4 611.42 and € 7 126.74 per year and 20% for those over € 7 126.74 per year.
Persons who retire due to an impairment (not acquired at work) are entitled to an Invalidity Pension (Pensão de Invalidez)
 provided that they are permanently incapable to work. A medical attestation of incapacity is necessary to claim the benefit and an assessment is required three years after the benefit ascription, in case of relative impairment. In case of absolute impairment, the person cannot return to work until the retirement age. The benefit amount varies according to the contributions made by the applicant (from a minimum amount between € 261.95 of less than 15 years of professional career to € 379.04 per month for equal or more than 31 years. When the beneficiary reaches 65 years old, the Invalidity Pension is converted into an Old Age Pension (Pensão de Velhice). When the pension amount, calculated on the basis of the contributory career, is less than the minimum, the beneficiary is entitled to an additional payment – the Social Complement, which amount is calculated as a difference between a minimum guaranteed pension amount and the amount of a statutory pension(?).
The Solidarity Complement for Old People (Complemento Solidário para Idosos - CSI)
 is a monthly complementary benefit paid to old people of 66 years and 2 months and over residing in Portugal for at least during last 6 years when applying for this benefit. This benefit is paid to old people whose annual income does not exceed € 8 788.50 for a married couple and € 5 022.00 for a single person, and who already receive a gerenal retirement pension (pensão de velhice), survival pension (pensão de sobrevivência),
 or disability allowance (subsídio mensal vitalício) (except beneficiaries of the social pensions, e.g. Social Invalidity Pension).
 To get this complementary benefit, the Social Security is authorized to verify the financial situation (bank account etc.) of an old person (beneficiary) as well as his/her spouse/cohabitant. The amount provided is a monthly payment of 1/12 the difference between the personal annual income and the reference amount of the benefit (€ 5 022.00 in 2016). Thus in 2016 the maximum amount provided is € 5 022.00 per year or € 418.50 per month.
People not entitled to receive an Invalidity Pension and/or not covered by any social protection system, but who are permanently incapable of working (of non-professional nature) and are above 18 years old, can benefit from a Social Invalidity Pension (Pensão Social de Invalidez).
 This benefit is paid to those who have a monthly income of € 167.69 or below for a single person, or of € 251.53 or below for a married couple, on the basis of a medical attestation. The available amount is € 201.53 per month. It cannot be accumulated with Old Age Pension (Pensão de velhice) or any work-related revenues. In addition, the recipients of a Social Invalidity Pension receive holiday contributions (Christmas and summer) and the monthly Extraordinary Complement of Solidarity for Old People (Complemento extraordinário de solidariedade - CES) that varies from € 17.54 (for persons below 70 years old) to € 35.06 (for persons over 70 years old).
 
Those who receive invalidity, old age or a survival pension (when a family member has died) and/or need help from another person to satisfy their basic everyday needs are entitled to the Complement for Dependence Allowance (Complemento por Dependência).
 The amount varies between € 90.69 and € 181.38, according to the degree of dependency of the applicant and the social protection regime (contributory or non-contributory).
According to Decree-Law 43/76, of 20 January, there is a Special Retirement Regime for disabled veterans
 that regulates the amount of the invalidity pension according to disability level. Thus, veterans with 90% or more incapacity level can get an additional supplement to their pension (Article 10). Decree-Law 248/98 of 11 August
 has established a new disability degree for the acquisition of the “severely impaired” status, which gives entitlement to special (more favorable) retirement conditions as well as to special (more favorable) taxation rules.

People who retire due to work-related illnesses and/or disabilities will get pensions from insurance companies, because it is obligatory for employers to insure their workers against accidents at work. In addition to permanent workers, other type of workers such as interns, trainees or students shall also be protected. According to the Code of Work (Código de Trabalho),
 Art. 283,
 “workers and their families are entitled to compensation for damage arising from accidents at work or occupational diseases”. The degree of incapacity is defined according to Decree-Law 352/2007 of 23 October
 that presents the new “National Table of Incapacities caused by Work Accidents and Professional Illnesses” (Tabela Nacional de Incapacidades por Acidentes de Trabalho e Doenças Profissionais) and The List of professional/occupational illnesses (Lista das Doenças Professionais) approved by the ISS, I.P.
 A body injury, functional disorder or disease not included in this list can also be eligible for compensation if proven to be a consequence of a work-related activity. In cases where the payment cannot be made by the responsible entity (insurance company), it is ensured by the Work Accidents Fund (Fundo de Acidentes de Trabalho - FAT) established according to Decree-Law DL 142/99, of 30 April.
 
The regime of accidents at work and occupational diseases (Regulamenta o Regime de Reparação de Acidentes de Trabalho e de Doenças Profissionais) regulated by Law 98/2009, of 04 September
 defines three types of permanent incapacities to work: 
1. Partial, when an injured employee is partially and permanently incapable to work; 
2. Absolute, when the employee, even though unable to permanently carry out his/her usual work, can perform other work; 
3. Absolute for any job, when the employee has total and permanent incapacity for all kinds of work. 
The compensation can be monetary and non-monetary (Art. 23). The non-monetary compensations may include medical, pharmaceutical, surgical, pharmaceutical, and hospital assistance, first aid and transportation to restore health and working capacity and to recover a person back to working life. Monetary compensations may include compensation for absolute or partial temporary incapacity for work; special compensation or allowance (pension?) in case of permanent incapacity; pension to the relatives; subsidy for a third person assistance; subsidy for housing re-adaptation; death allowance and funeral expenses. The amount of the pension (allowance) depends on the degree and type of acquired disability, the highest equals 80% of the salary, plus 10% per each dependent family member (Art. 17).
2.6 Other social protection measures
Besides the above mentioned benefits, persons with disabilities who undergo professional training or rehabilitation can receive financial assistance that covers the costs of travel, food, accommodation, childcare and insurance, in accordance with the appropriate regulations (Art. 28 of Decree-Law 108/2015, of June 17 that amends Decree-Law 290/2009, of 12 October).

Furthermore, pensioners with family income equal to or less than € 419.22 per month can apply for a medication scheme. Persons with certain disabilities and an incapacity degree of 60% or over are exempted from user fees for a number of healthcare services including rehabilitation services (Decree-law 113/2011 of 29 November, Art. 8), provided that they obtain/renew their Certificate of Incapacity. However, in order to get this exemption, disabled people need to pay € 50 to obtain a Medical Incapacity Certificate (following Decree-Law 8/2011 of 11 January).

Old people, recipients of the Complemento Solidário para Idosos (CIS) also can receive additional health benefits to purchase necessary medication, glasses and dentures.
 They receive 50% of their medical expenditure, 75% of the amount of glasses and contact lenses (up to € 100 maximum per year), and 75% on dentures (up to € 250 per year). 
2.7 Disability discrimination in social protection measures (including, in particular, social protection measures which are not disability specific)

In Portugal the prohibition of discrimination is regulated by the following legislation: The Portuguese Constitution, The Portuguese Labour Code, the Portuguese Criminal Code, The Framework Law on Prevention and Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities or 2004 Disability Act (Law 38/2004 of 18 August);
 the Anti-discrimination Law (Law 46/2006 of 28 August);
 the Law on Racial and Ethnic Discrimination (Law 18/2004, of 11 May).
Article 13 of the Portuguese Constitution establishes the general right to non-discrimination for all citizens stating that “no one can be advantaged, disadvantaged or deprived of any right or exempted from any duty on the grounds of ancestry, sex, race, language, territory of origin, religion, political or ideological beliefs, education, economic situation, social circumstances or sexual orientation”.
 Although this provision does not specifically mention disability, it is commonly understood that disability is a ground on which discrimination is prohibited. Article 71 of the Constitution affirms that it is a duty of the State to promote a national policy of “prevention of disability and treatment, rehabilitation and integration of disabled citizens and the provision of support to their families”.
Both the 2004 Disability Act (Law 38/2004 of 18 August) and the 2006 Anti-discrimination Law (Law 46/2006 of 28 August) prohibit direct and indirect forms of disability-based discrimination in all spheres of life and put forward the principle of affirmative action or positive discrimination. The 2004 Disability Act sets out the general framework for the prevention, habilitation, rehabilitation and participation of persons with disabilities, and improving their quality of life. It further stipulates that habilitation and rehabilitation
 comprise measures in the domain of employment, work and training, consumption, social security, health, housing and urban development, transportation, education and teaching, culture and science, tax system, sports and leisure, which aim to promote learning and skill development, autonomy and quality of life of persons with disabilities (Article 25). However, it does not specifically address the needs of children with disabilities. The Anti-discrimination Law considers discriminatory the limitation or refusal of access of persons with disabilities to public buildings, transports and other facilities, as well as the refusal or limitation of access to new technologies and employment (Article 4). However, neither Law 38/2004 of 18 August nor Law 46/2006 of 26 August mention the rights and the specific vulnerabilities of women with disabilities and recognize that they may be subject to multiple discrimination.

Additionally, several other laws can be mentioned that prohibit discrimination against different groups of the population. The Health Law (Law 48/90, of 24 August as amended by Law 27/2002, of 8 November)
 foresees special measures for vulnerable groups of the population, including children and persons with disabilities, such as moderate fees, quality of services, and so on. The Accessibility Law
 establishes standards for accessibility to public buildings and public spaces, viewed as a pre-requisite to promote the social participation and inclusion of persons with disabilities in the lives of their communities.
Prohibition of discrimination against children with disabilities is explicitly addressed in the guiding principles of the Inclusive Education Decree-Law,
 which states that public and publicly-funded private schools are forbidden to deny registration to children with disabilities. The Base Law on Education
 states that the design and equipment of school facilities should take into account the needs and characteristics of children with disabilities.
If they experience discrimination, persons with disabilities can submit complaints to the National Institute for Rehabilitation (INR, I.P.),
 the body that is responsible for preparing annual reports on submitted complaints, as well as to the Ombudsmen. 
The Partnership Agreement "Portugal 2020"
 between Portugal and the EU which brings together five European Structural and Investment Funds mobilizes a set of policy measures in line with the priorities of the Europe 2020 Strategy and in accordance with the National Reform Programme (NRP). Among the specific objectives of The Thematic Programme for Social Inclusion and Employment (Programa Operacional da Inclusão Social e Emprego, hereafter PO ISE)
 are those targeted to promote social inclusion and to combat poverty and discrimination. The V Plan for Gender Equality, Citizenship and Non-discrimination (2014-2017)
 among its measures also aims to “promote actions to prevent discrimination of girls and women with disabilities” (measure 33).In December 2014, the National Republican Guard launched the Programme to Support Disabled People,
 designed to protect the security rights of disabled people and of their care-takers. The Programme focuses on the prevention of discrimination, negligence, abuse and ill-treatment and intends to strengthen the co-responsibility of social partners working with disability-related issues and to encourage persons living with disabilities and civil society in general to report on crimes of violence committed against people with disability.
3 Case studies
Describe how the benefits in your country would operate in favour of the disabled person and their families. The purpose is to illustrate how your benefits operate in practice and in combination
3.1 Case study 1 - childhood
Eva is 10 years old. She lives at home with her parents and younger sister. One of her parents is working full-time on the median wage and the other is not in paid employment. They live in a rented house in the private sector. Eva has intellectual, physical and sensory impairments. She needs support and assistance to eat, dress and walk.

3.1.1 Services, devices and assistance (including personal assistance and specialist technical devices)

(a) Devices (including assistive technologies)

According to Decree-Law 93/2009, of 16 April, as a child with more than 60% disability, Eva can apply for assistive devices, e.g. a wheelchair or any other necessary assistive products, including diapers. However, to get this, she needs to obtain a medical attestation and a prescription issued by the special rehabilitation center, health center or hospital. Only after that, the process of obtaining an assistive device can start. The process of getting assistive devices is extremely bureaucratic and time consuming, which has the end result of delaying the execution of the program. Since November 2014, as approved by Order (Portaria) 192/2014, of 26 November, the family can apply directly through The Registration Database System for Allocating Assistive Devices (Base de Dados de Registo do Sistema de Atribuição de Produtos de Apoio - BDR-SAPA) for this scheme. The family can choose an appropriate product from the list approved by Order 14278/2014, of 21 December, in accordance with ISO 9999:2007 norms. The special Commission then will analyse the family request and will make the final decision. The family gets the full subsidy (100%) of the cost of the required assistive device and/or products.

(b) Personal assistance

There is no personal assistance scheme in Portugal. Moreover, given that one parent (probably the father) earns a median wage (probably around € 1000), the family cannot claim the Allowance for Assistance by Third Person (although it is only € 88.37 per month) since the income per person in the household will probably be higher than the allowed € 125. Instead, the family can apply for the Subsidy to Assist a Child with Disability or Chronic Illness (Subsídio de Assistência a Filhos com Deficiência ou Doença Crónica), if the father takes a leave from work for a period that can last from 6 months up to four years maximum (provided that the employer allows it). The amount he will receive equals 65% of his monthly salary, and can be paid monthly or once in a full amount. 
Given the household income, the family could not claim Family Allowances either, nor the Disability Supplement to Family Allowances (Bonificação do abono de família para crianças e jovens com deficiência),
 since this supplement is given only to families with household income of less than € 628.83 per month. 

Eva will get free education as the mainstream public school is obliged to provide her with an individualised education plan in accordance to the Inclusive Education Law (Decree-Law 3/2008 of 7 January). Most likely, some of the special supports that Eva would get in the school (assuming that she needs for example speech therapy or physical therapy) will be provided by specialised staff of a Resource Centre for Inclusion (CRIs), which are private non-profit entities that collaborate with public schools to offer these specialised supports and are funded to do this work by the Ministry of Education.

(c) Other forms of service/Assistance

According to Decree-Law 3/2008 of 7 January (Inclusive Education Law), Eva will probably attend a mainstream public school. Public education is free and universal in Portugal, including for children with disabilities, up until the age of 18 years old. However, if Eva’s disability-related needs are deemed too complex, a more specialised environment might be found more appropriate for her, in which case she will be referred to a private special school. If that will be the case, Eva’s family will be entitled to an Allowance for Special Education (Subsídio por frequência de estabelecimento de educação especial)
 to cover the special school fees. 
3.1.2 Income protection

Eva´s family, given the monthly income of the father, most probably will not be entitled to the Allowance for Families with Children and Youth (Abono de família para crianças e jovens),
 which is a monthly benefit paid until the child reaches 16 years old to compensate family expenditures (including education related expenditures).
Similarly, she will not be entitled to the Supplement to the Family Allowance for children with disabilities (Bonificação do abono de família para crianças e jovens com deficiência) that is paid additionally to the amount of the family allowance for children with disabilities until they reach 24 years old. The amount varies from € 59.48 to € 139.15.

Eva´s father or mother, who is working, can nevertheless deduct on his/her personal income tax the family expenditures with Eva´s rehabilitation and/or education. According to the IRS rules about Taxation applied to persons with disabilities, in 2015, persons with a degree of permanent disability of 60% or over or families who have disabled dependents or disabled ascending relatives can deduct on their personal income tax form: € 712.5 for a disabled child and 30% of all registered expenses on education and rehabilitation of the taxpayer and disabled dependents. An amount of € 1,900 is also deductible from the taxable income for caring expenses for taxpayers or dependents with a permanent disability degree equal or higher than 90% (severe disablement allowance).
 
3.1.3 Disability-related expenses

Assuming that Eva attends a mainstream school as a student with permanent disabilities, she will be entitled to free transportation to school, in accordance with Order 8452-A/2015 issued by the Ministry of Education and Science (Article 13). She will also get free meals at school.

However, given that Eva’s family income is over € 419,22 per month, even though she is a child with an incapacity level of 60%, she cannot access non-urgent medical care transport to get to needed medical or therapeutic sessions, if these take place outside of the school.
3.1.4 Housing

Since Eva´s family lives in a rented house in the private sector, they can benefit from the “New Urban Rental Regime” approved by Law 31/2012 of 14 August. Accordingly, their rent cannot increase for a period of five years, but this is the case only until the end of 2017. Furthermore, if Eva´s family housing contract was signed before 18 November 1990, they can apply for the rent subsidy that is calculated as 5% of the IAS (Social Support Index) and is paid for 24 months. 

3.1.5 Poverty line

In Portugal, children up until 18 years old face high risk of poverty, given that families of children with disabilities depend greatly on social transfers as their major source of income.
 The poverty risk for children and youngsters (0-17 years old) in Portugal in 2014 was 34.6% before any social transfers and 24.8% after social transfers (according to the Income and Living Conditions Report, p. 7).
 Households of two adults with three or more dependent children was the group facing highest risk of poverty (37,7%). The UNICEF Country Report for Portugal (2015)
 also states that children in Portugal are the most vulnerable group to poverty. Given the added costs associated with disability and the low level of benefits, it is likely that children with disabilities and their parents face increased difficulties. 
As Eva’s case clearly shows, with the onset of the austerity programme in Portugal, eligibility criteria for most social benefits became more stringent and families with median income (such as Eva’s) were excluded from most supports. Furthermore, entitlement for most schemes depends on a medical certification, which itself costs 50 euro to obtain, which may create a further obstacle to many families. 

3.1.6 Additional comments about the social protection of disabled children

Children with disability or at risk of ‘developmental delay’, aged 0-6 years old, are also entitled to support services in the context of the National Early Intervention Programme (SNIPI).

3.2 Case study 2 - adulthood (in work)

Sam is 35 years old. He is married and lives with his spouse. They are both working and each of them earns half the median wage. They are buying their own home with a loan from the bank. Sam uses a wheelchair for mobility.

3.2.1 Services, devices and assistance
 (including personal assistance and specialist technical devices)

(a) Devices (including assistive technologies)
Since Sam’s level of incapacity it is equal or over 60%, he can apply through the SAPA Programme to get the necessary assistive devices such as a wheelchair or any other assistive product included in the list of assistive devices for persons with disabilities regulated by Order 14278/2014, of 21 December. However, he needs a medical attestation to prove his disability and a medical prescription for the required device/product(s). The process of obtaining an assistive device is quite lengthy and may take over a year.
If Sam decides to buy a car to drive himself, he can also get a VAT discount on this purchase. He will be entitled to get a free parking spot next to his house or apartment building after obtaining a special card. If he does not own a car and lives in Lisbon he will be able to use the door-to-door Special Service for Reduced Mobility Users of the public transportation company.
(b) Personal assistance

There is no personal assistance scheme in Portugal.

According to the Social Security Institute, only people who have a monthly income equal to or below € 395.09 for married persons can claim an Allowance for Assistance by Third Person. Since Sam and his wife are both employed and together they have a monthly income equivalent to the median wage, Sam cannot apply for this benefit.
If Sam lives in Lisbon, he could apply to the Lisbon Municipality Independent Living Pilot Project that was launched in December 2015. However, it is very unlikely that he would get it, as the places are extremely limited, and only 4 people were selected to participate in this project that is expected to last just two years. .While the number of applicants is unknown it is clear below the need and it only exists in the city of Lisbon.
 
(c) Other forms of service/Assistance

To get help with personal care tasks Sam can hire a Home Care Service that provides temporary or permanent support with preparing meals, dressing, personal hygiene and comfort, and may offer psychosocial support to himself and/or his wife. However, since this kind of service is typically designed for retired elderly people, it would be difficult for Sam to get help to be ready in the morning on time to go to work.
3.2.2 Income protection

Since both Sam and his wife are in paid employment, although together their income only equals the median wage, Sam can neither claim the Disability Allowance (which is entitled to persons with disabilities who have never worked and are unable to do so) nor an Invalidity Pension (paid to those who retire due to disability of non-professional nature and are permanently unable to work). As such, the main income would be his and his wife´s salaries. However, when submitting their annual taxes, Sam would be able to claim a disability-related reduction, as well as 25% on life insurance expenditures.
3.2.3 Disability-related expenses

As Sam’s disability is equal to or over 60% he can get social discounts on the gas, water, and electricity bills, as well as on public health services and medication.
3.2.4 Housing

As a working couple that is buying their own home with a loan from the bank, Sam and his wife can apply for a credit to subsidise the housing costs which are given to persons with a disability degree of 60% or more, as confirmed by the medical certification (according to Ordinance 59/2015 of 2 March). The maximum credit amount they could get is € 190.000 and it can be given for up to 50 years.
3.2.5 Poverty line

No added info.

3.2.6 Additional comments (working age adults)

In Portugal, persons with disabilities lose their benefits if they are in paid employment, although they can get tax credits and medication discounts. Most persons with disabilities are, because of this, discouraged from looking for work.
3.2.7 Working age adulthood (not in work)

Betti is 45 years old and lives alone. She has severe depression and chronic fatigue syndrome. She left her job three months ago because of the time off she needed because of her health. She does not feel well enough to look for other work.

3.2.8 Services, devices and assistance
 (including personal assistance and specialist technical devices)

(a) Devices (including assistive technologies)

Betti’s eligibility to assistive device/products will depend on the medical attestation of her incapacity level and a medical prescription, on the basis of the Incapacity Verification System of the Social Security Institute (Sistema de Verificação de Incapacidades - SVI). The National Table of Incapacities (Tabela Nacional de Incapacidades) issued by the ISS, I.P., mentions that a person can be considered disabled due to depression and chronic fatigue syndrome, in cases of severe brain and/or nervous system damages. However, it is unlikely that Betti’s condition will be attested as severe disability with an impairment degree of 60% or more, the minimum threshold for accessing most disability-related benefits, because depression and chronic fatigue syndrome are not yet seen as conditions that entitle a person to a certificate of incapacity. 
(b) Personal assistance

There is no personal assistance scheme in Portugal.

It is unlikely that the conditions presented by Betti (severe depression and chronic fatigue) will entitle her to Assistance by Third Person.
(c) Other forms of service/Assistance

Betti can contact the National Association Against Fibromyalgia and Chronic Illness Syndrome
 if she needs to receive additional information and/or assistance or support about her case from experienced professionals.

3.2.9 Income protection

Assuming that after a few years Betti’s disability is attested by the Special Medical Commission and it is presumed that she cannot return to her professional activity during the three following years, she can benefit from an Invalidity Pension (provided that she has made enough contributions to social security). The disability degree has to be re-attested after three years or if applying for a Social Invalidity Pension (in case she has not made enough contributions to social security and her monthly income is € 167.69 or less). Nevertheless, a medical attestation is also required to claim this benefit. The available amount is € 201.53 per month.
3.2.10 Disability-related expenses

As Betti does not have a 60% degree of incapacity medically attested, she cannot be exempted of fees in public health services and medication. 

3.2.11 Housing

It is unknown whether Betti lives in her own house, or if she rents, but presuming that she does not have an incapacity level of 60% or more as medically attested, she would not be able to claim special renting status nor benefit from special house credits. However, if she gets the Social Invalidity Pension, she will be entitled to the social tariffs of water, electricity and gas.
3.2.12 Poverty line

After a while after quitting her job, and if she thinks she cannot continue working, Betti will apply for the Invalidity Pension or Social Invalidity Pension (depending on whether she has made or not enough contributions for social security throughout her working years). If she can only get a Social Invalidity Pension her income will be very low and she might be at risk of poverty.

3.2.13 Additional comments (adults not in work for disability-related reasons)

In this case, we presumed that Betti´s disability income and other relevant assistance will depend on a medical attestation of her condition. Although another possibility would be if her sickness/illness results from work environment (e.g. according to the List of Professional illnesses
 (p. 12) that considers professional illness cerebrum-spinal disorders (Perturbações encéfalo-medulares) including depression caused by Methyl bromide). In this case, Betti can receive from insurance company financial or non-financial contribution, including a third person assistance that depends on her degree of incapacity and capacity to work. 
Additionally, Betti could also look for support with any service provider organisation working with people with mental health issues. These organisations provide occupational activities and/or vocational training programmes. Assuming that after some time with adequate support Betti could reintegrate the labour market, she could enroll in a vocational training programme offered by that service provider and funded by Institute of Employment and Professional Training (IEFP)
 including information, evaluation, training and assistance with job placement activities. While in the training programme she would be entitled to a scholarship, and the costs of transportation and meals during the program will also be covered. These programmes can last up to 2 years.
3.3 Case study 4 – older age

Jon is 75 years old. He lives alone. He is retired after working his whole career as a teacher. He owns his own apartment. Recently he became totally blind.

3.3.1 Services, devices and assistance
 (including personal assistance and specialist technical devices)

(a) Devices (including assistive technologies)

According to the list of assistive devices for persons with disabilities elaborated in according with ISO 9999:2007 (Order 14278/2014), Jon is allowed to receive necessary assistive device(s), for instance, assistive product for acoustic navigation, material for tactile orientation or assistive products for reading, etc. He can apply to the regional social security office through SAPA submitting required documents, including the medical attestation of his disability and the medical prescription of the appropriate device(s), though after that he will have to wait for quite a lengthy period of time. 
(b) Personal assistance

There is no personal assistance scheme in Portugal.

Since Jon is a retired teacher he probably receives an old age pension that is over 600 €. Therefore, although he has a disability (blindness) and most likely requires assistance to address basic needs (since he lives alone), he cannot claim the Complement for Dependence Allowance.

(c) Other forms of service/Assistance

Jon can hire the assistance of a Home Care Service (Apoio Domiciliario) to get the necessary assistance at home (including personal care, house cleaning, laundry, and meals), though he will have to pay a fee for these services, according to his income. He can also attend Day Care Services for Elderly. Moreover, he can use the services of a Social Rehabilitation and Care Centre for Persons with Disabilities and Impairment (CAARPD), according to Ordinance 60/2015 of 2 March, though these services are not available in all cities.

3.3.2 Income protection

Jon’s only income would be his pension, calculated on the basis of his 40 years work and social security contributions’ career as a teacher.
3.3.3 Disability-related expenses

As a pensioner and a person with disabilities, Jon can have reduced tariffs for transportation, as well as on medical services. 
3.3.4 Housing
Jon lives in his own house and due to his income he is not entitled to any special discounts for water, gas or electricity bills.
3.3.5 Poverty line

On average retired basic and secondary education teachers in Portugal receive an old age pension of around € 2000.00
 per month, depending on the professional career. We consider that Jon will unlikely face a risk of poverty,
 as in Portugal, the threshold of the at-risk-of-poverty rate in 2014 according to the EU-SILC 2012-2015 data (presented in Income and Living Conditions Report, p. 1)
 was estimated at €5 059.00 of an annual net cash income, or about € 422.00 per month. Even though Jon pays an Extraordinary Solidarity Contribution (20% tax) from his pension, his monthly income will still be much above the estimated at-risk-of-poverty threshold. Nevertheless, the risk of poverty in Portugal is the highest (90.3%) for people of 65 years and above before any social transfers.

3.3.6 Retirement

As a retired person, Jon receives an Old Age Pension (Pensão de Velhice), whose amount varies according to the career of the applicant. Additionally to the pension, he will receive special holiday subsidies paid twice a year. However, since 2011, Jon’s old age pension will have been taxed through the introduction of the Extraordinary Solidarity Contribution. In 2016 the amount of this contribution will be 20%, given that Jon’s pension is over € 7 126.74 per year.
3.3.7 Additional comments (older people)
According to the National Statistics Institute Report (2015)
 the risk of poverty for old people increased again in 2014, for the second sequential year. When compared to other age groups, the risk of poverty for people 65 years and more, before any social transfers, is very high (90.3%). After the social transfers and pensions, the risk of poverty decreases considerably to 17.1% but it remains slightly higher for women (19.1%) than for men (14.4%). 
PART B: CRITIQUE AND EVALUATION

4 Critique and evaluation of specific benefits/schemes
4.1 Services, devices and assistance

(a) Devices (including assistive technologies)

The functioning of The National System for the Ascription of Assistive Devices in Portugal (SAPA) is extremely lengthy and excessively bureaucratic. It may take over a year until the reimbursement is provided or the device actually provided. According to Pinto & Teixeira (2012, p. 9),
 a long period of time often elapses from the first assessment until the provision of the device, and the applicants have to undergo a medical evaluation and get a prescription. An evaluation also has to take place to assess the impact of the specific device on the daily life of the applicant. Then applicants need to collect three quotes for each potential device and finally a decision is made. As concluded by the ODDH Parallel report (2015: 25),
 after the long process, when the device finally reaches the applicant it is often not well adjusted to the person’s needs, especially when it comes to children and persons with chronic diseases, a situation which translates into increased costs for the State and creates barriers to the exercise of the right to adequate social protection. 
The overall budget allocated for financing assistive devices jointly by the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Education and Science and the Ministry of Solidarity, Employment and Social Security for the period of 2008-2015 is presented in the graph below:
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Source: INR, I.P. The National System for the Ascription of Assistive Devices (SAPA), available at: http://www.inr.pt/content/1/633/enquadramento-legal.
As the graph shows, there was a slight increase in the budget allocated in 2015 as compared to the previous years. The total number of beneficiaries, however, is not available for 2014 and 2015. According to the reports developed by INR, I.P. (2008, 2011, 2012, 2013),
 there was nevertheless a decrease in the number of beneficiaries of assistive devices between 2008 and 2013: 28.805 persons in 2008; 24.512 persons in 2011; 17.698 persons in 2012; and 16.709 persons in 2013, which follows the decline in funding, already mentioned. During these years, the major part of the devices were distributed by the hospitals, and the least number was distributed for professional rehabilitation measures by the IEFP. 
(b) Personal assistance

In Portugal there is no national personal assistance scheme and therefore persons with disabilities are very dependent on the support of their families. There are some benefits to help families cover the added costs of disability. According to the statistical data provided by the Institute for Social Security (ISS, I.P.),
 the number of beneficiaries of the subsidy for assistance by third person has been increasing: in 2014 there were 13,511 recipients compared to 12,949 in 2011. Nevertheless, the number of families who receive a disability supplement to family allowance remained almost constant during this period: 84,441 in 2010 and 84,786 in 2014.
 
The eligibility criteria for the Allowance for Assistance by Third Person are quite restrictive - only persons with disabilities who require permanent care are entitled, with ‘permanent care’ being defined as at least 6 hours of daily care. In other words, care provided during the night is excluded (and many persons with disabilities need care during the night). Also the amount provided is quite low –only € 88.37 per month. A recent report of Pinto and colleagues (2014:19) argues that the lack of appropriate assistance services for persons with disabilities constitutes an obstacle for their participation in different spheres of social life. The overprotection of parents vis-a-vis their children with disabilities, especially girls, can also be characterised as oppressive (ibid: 28). 
The development of a Pilot Project of Personal Assistance was foreseen in the National Disability Strategy (2011-2013), but it has not been materialized due to the economic crisis and the lack of financial resources, as reported by the INR.
 This has had negative consequences in the exercise of the right to live independently in the community of persons with disabilities. 
(c) Other forms of service/Assistance

Portugal is now internationally renowned for its inclusive education policy, introduced by legislation in force since 2008 (Decree-Law nº 3/2008 of 7 December). That legislation led to the closure of special education schools and the mainstreaming of disabled children into regular schools. As a result of this, in 2014, 98% of the students with disabilities in Portugal attended regular schools. Between 2011 and 2015 there was an increase of 65% of children and young people with special educational needs who attended regular schools. However, it has been a challenge for regular schools to meet the specific needs of these students, and there are important gaps in relation to qualified staff, educational materials and budget, thus compromising the quality of the education that disabled children are getting (ODDH Parallel Report, 2015: 27). A recent report issued by the National Education Council
 identified the following problems with the implementation of the Inclusive Education Law:

1) Late placement of specialised staff in regular schools leaving disabled children with insufficient or no technical support;

2) Very late provision (sometimes only at the end of the school year) of assistive devices and manuals in alternative formats;

3) Unequal distribution of resources and supports throughout the national territory;

4) Lack of clear criteria for the allocation of financial resources and the allocation of special education teachers to schools and partner entities; and

5) Lack of training of teachers and non-teaching staff in regular schools to work with children and youth with disabilities.
The majority of children with disabilities in mainstream schools get specialised support from the staff of the Resource Centers for Inclusion (CRI), with whom public schools work in partnership. A recent external evaluation of the CRI’s activity, commissioned by the Ministry of Education in 2014
 concluded that these Centers are fundamental pillars of the inclusive school. However, this evaluation also raised some concerns. One of the most critical points was the reduced time available per staff to support students with special needs, which “compromises the implementation of the inclusive model”.
 Indeed, the Ministry of Education only funds CRIs to provide half an hour per student per week of physiotherapy or speech therapy, which is clearly insufficient. Moreover, the caseload per staff is heavy with one psychologist, for instance, having to support 78 students/ per week
 and often supporting students in various schools. “Such (limited) support does not have any practical impact from a therapeutic point of view”, commented News Journal (Diario dos Noticias), “that requires further changes in this respect”.
 
The Decree-Law 3/2008 of 7 January also established the so-called ‘reference schools’ for deaf and blind students and children with autism. These reference schools are also public mainstream schools but they are singled out as they concentrate human and technical resources to work with autistic children or for the students to learn Braille or Sign Language. As pointed out in the ODDH Parallel report (2015:29) this is a problem since the majority of the other mainstreamed regular schools lack adequate supports to promote the inclusion of students with these disabilities as the number of the reference schools remains low, students with these education needs, especially those who live in rural areas, have to travel long distances to attend schools. 
Moreover, after compulsory education, there is a shortage of social care services for adults with severe disabilities, who are unable to work. Most have to stay home with their parents. There is also a shortage of places in Residential Homes, and Autonomous residences. For adults with mental health issues the lack of community-based services is even greater (ODDH Parallel report, 2015).
4.2 Income protection

As reported by the ODDH Parallel report (2015), The Portuguese State provides a set of programmes, benefits and allowances directed at persons with disabilities and their families, which aim to ensure social protection and economic security and compensate the added social risks faced on the grounds of disability. Social benefits are the main source of income for persons with disabilities and their households due to low educational levels, poor employment rates and lack of support services. 

In 2010 the Portuguese government changed the conditions for entitlement of all cash benefits within the national social security system (Decree-law 70/2010 of 16 June).
 These conditions became more stringent with the new and enlarged concept of household that started to be used to calculate the “household income” and determine the “level of need” of the applicants. The new concept of household includes "relatives in the straight line and in the collateral line to the third degree, who live in common with the applicant”, that may include parents, relatives in-law, stepfather, stepmother, children, stepchildren, son, daughter, grandparents, grandchildren, siblings, in-laws, uncles, nephews, great-grandparents and/or great-grandchildren, if they live with the applicant. On the other hand, the household income continues to consider all annual income obtained from employment, business and professional services, capital and estate, pensions, etc., but now also includes social supports that compensate for the loss or lack of income, such as subsidies due to sickness, unemployment, etc., with the exception of cash benefits for disability and dependence. This made the number of beneficiaries of family allowances decrease significantly as well as the amounts provided. The number of families receiving the disability supplement to family allowances diminished during this period: from 76,191 in November 2010 to 72,914 in November 2011, and then to 72,116 in June 2012. Similarly, the number of beneficiaries of the allowance for assistance by third person decreased, though not so significantly (Pinto & Teixeira, 2012: p. 12). Since 2011 all cash benefits, including disability-related benefits, have been frozen, except minimum pensions which increased by 3% (Order 320-B/2011 of 30 December). Data show that between 2011 and 2014 the amount of disability allowance remained constant, although the number of beneficiaries slightly decreased. A considerable decrease is also evident when we analyse data concerning invalidity pensions. In 2011 there were 282.706 persons who had access to this benefit while in 2014 only 258.732 could count for this support.

The levels of cash benefits are extremely low considering the Portuguese cost of living. A study by Hauben et al. (2012)
 for the European Foundation Centre has shown that due to the austerity measures imposed as a result of financial crisis disabled people in Portugal have more than 25% chance of being at risk of poverty than non-disabled people. In 2014 the minimum salary was € 485, raised to € 505 in 2015 and € 530 in 2016. Within this scenario, the risk of poverty is extremely high among persons with disabilities and their families. The National Statistics
 reported that families with children had in 2014 a higher risk of poverty than families without children (22,2% against 16.7%). A high level of poverty was also reported for old people living alone (26.8% in 2014 compared to 22,5% in 2013). Moreover, and as stated in the ODDH Parallel report (2015: 23), the low levels of benefits awarded by the Portuguese State neither adequately protect against the social and economic risks of disability, nor do they allow an adequate level of living.
4.3 Disability-related expenses

Many persons with disabilities in Portugal, except in the cities of Lisbon and Oporto, cannot have access to accessible public transportation, which isolates many persons with disabilities and their families from needed medical care, especially when the use of non-urgent medical care transportation is also limited.There are many private transport service-provides, for instance taxis for persons with disabilities,
 though persons with disabilities, who receive low income pensions or disability allowances will not be able to use these services. Furthermore, while there is a possibility to be exempt from the VAT when purchasing an adapted car, most persons with disabilities will lack the financial capabilities to purchase a car (especially those who depend on social benefits and are living alone). One possibility could be to apply for assistive devices (e.g. a slow-speed car), as per Order 14278/2014. However, the process is quite lengthy and bureaucratic and depends on the available funding. According to Pinto and colleagues report (2014: 19, 24),
 lack of specialized accessible transport services for persons with disabilities have a serious implication on the everyday life of persons with disabilities and limit access to necessary services and facilities including it may compromise their access to needed rehabilitation care and other services. 
The restriction to access free medication to pensioners with family income equal to or less than € 419,22 per month only also may leave many persons with disabilities from obtaining necessary medical treatment. As demonstrated by the study conducted by Nova School of Business and Economics “Evaluation of the impact of public policies on health: 2011-2015”,
 the barrier to access medication continues to be high for people with low income (25.83%) in Portugal.
4.4 Housing costs

Even though persons with disabilities have the possibility to benefit from housing and renting credits, as per Law 64/2014 of 26 of August and Decree-Law 156/2015 of 10 August, they face a number a barriers in this area.
First, even though the new law does not require anymore that persons with disabilities present a life insurance contract while applying for credit, which was a “Herculean task for those living with a disability”, as commented by the Journal of Negocios as of 26 January 2015,
 especially for persons with a incapacity degree of 60% or above, the banks can, if they wish, continue to demand it. 

Second, under the new legal regime, it is impossible to sell a house or land purchased under subsidised loans for disabled, in the five years following the signing of the contract. Those who violate this provision are required to return the bonuses that they already enjoyed, plus a penalty of 10 percent. Some exceptional cases, in which the sale is allowed, include the need for increased household or professional mobility of the contract holder or his spouse.
And third, if the family has a disabled child, they cannot obtain the credit to purchase the house or make the necessary adaptations until their child reaches 18 years old. 

Nevertheless, it is unlikely that persons with disabilities whose primary income depends only on social benefits will ever be able to purchase their own apartment or house.
4.5 Retirement benefits

According to the statistics presented by the Social Security Institute, there was an increase in the number of beneficiaries of the general old age pension, from 1.951.031 in 2011 to 2.007.143 in 2014. At the same time, there was a substantial decrease in the number of beneficiaries of the invalidity pension between 2011 and 2014: 282,706 in 2011 against 258,732 persons in 2014.
 More strict eligibility conditions (introduced from 2010 on, in the context of the austerity programme) may help to explain this. Particularly, the new concept of ‘household’ adopted to calculate family income – it now includes 'relatives in straight line and in collateral line to the third degree, who live in common with the applicant'. The household income continues to consider all annual income obtained from employment as well as from business, capital and estate, and pensions (Decree-Law 77/2010 of 24 June
 and Decree-Law 116/2010 of 22 October).

More recently the conditions of entitlement to the special invalidity pension have again been changed. From 1 January 2016 onwards eligibility will depend on the verification of ‘objective conditions of permanent incapacity to work’, regardless the medical conditions that cause the incapacity.
 This verification will be made by medical experts who will follow for that purpose the new National Table of Functionality, based on the ICF, to support their decisions.
 The government announced this change as contributing to enlarge the number of beneficiaries. Nevertheless, in order to be eligible, applicants must present medical conditions that “are predicted to evolve to a situation of dependence or death within three years’ time”. This has been already criticised by disability organisations as it is considered to restrict even more access to this benefit.
So far, the amounts of disability-related pensions remain low, e.g. the minimum amount of the Invalidity pension is € 261.95 per month and € 379.04 per month for those with less than 15 years of professional career, which in fact is below the threshold of the poverty risk (€ 422.00 per month, as indicated by the Income and Living Conditions Report).
 According to the ODDH Parallel Report (2015: 23) and the study conducted in 2010 by Portugal et al. (2010),
 the low levels of benefits awarded by the Portuguese State do not adequately protect against the social and economic risks faced by persons with disabilities. 
4.6 Disability discrimination and social protection measures (including, in particular, measures which are not disability specific)

Although several measures have been created over recent years, discrimination against persons with disabilities continues in various spheres of life, such as employment, education, and public accessibility. In education, according to ODDH Parallel Report (2015: 27), insufficiency in the quality and quantity of human resources and materials for the promotion of inclusive schools, as well as concentration of resources and supports for some groups of children (e.g. blind/low vision and deaf children) in the so-called reference schools, compromise the rights of children with disabilities to an inclusive education with quality. Furthermore, there is an absence of legislation regarding the provision of reasonable accommodation and support services for students with disabilities in higher education. 
Discrimination also occurs in the area of employment. According to the INR (National Rehabilitation Institute)
 of the 335 complaints about discrimination received in 2014 20 complaints were work-related
 including cases about discrimination in hiring, working conditions and relationships at the workplace, as well as limited accessibility to the premises. 
Accessibility to the built environment is a further area where many persons with disabilities reported experiencing discrimination preventing or limiting their ability to participate as equals in society (Pinto, 2014).
 The continuing postponement of the revision of accessibility policy is an evident obstacle, and the lack of funding slows down progress in this area. 
In addition, the country still lacks a new National Disability Strategy, to follow-up the previous National Disability Strategy, 2011-2013 (ENDEF I). This is even more important as many of the initiatives of ENDEF I, e.g. concerning independent living and Personal Assistant scheme, never came into place, due to the financial crisis and the austerity measures that the government had to put in place during this period, as reported by the INR, I.P.
 This has seriously compromised the chances of disabled people to live independently and to participate as equals members in society. To date, a new national strategy for disability policy ENDEF II remains to be adopted. Recently, the Government started discussing the creation of a new disability strategy, as mentioned by the news agency RTP, however, it is only introduced as a government proposal so far.

5 Critique and evaluation of overall situation and cumulative effect - standard of living

In Portugal, social benefits continue to comprise the major source of income for persons with disabilities. However, the conditions for receiving these benefits have become, since 2011, more restrictive and highly bureaucratic. To be entitled for certain benefits persons with disabilities cannot be in paid employment. This prevents persons with disabilities from participating in paid employment, in order not to lose their social income. Furthermore, persons with disabilities of old age who receive a median old age pension, and parents of children with disabilities who receive a median wage will not be eligible to receive additional benefits, such as the assistance for third person allowance, or the complement for dependence allowance. Their main income would be considered to be their salary/pension and they will have to pay for the necessary (assistance) services out of their own pockets. Therefore, except for those with very low income, most disability-related expenses are not covered by social protection schemes, which creates a real disadvantage for persons with disabilities and their families in terms of their standard of living. 
PART C

6 Key points

6.1 Examples of good practice

Despite of the critique and limitations, some positive changes need to be noted:
· There has been a 10% increase in the unemployment benefit for each (part of a couple) member of a family with children, when both of them are unemployed.
 Single-parent families with children are also entitled to this 10% increase.
· The State provides support to children from low income families through Social School Action,
 namely in terms of assistance for food, school transport, meals, and economic support for school activities and school insurance.
· Inclusive Education Law (Decree-Law 3/2008 of 7 January and Law 21/2008 of 12 May) has been introduced to integrate children and young people with special needs into public mainstream schools in order to promote their inclusion into the community. All public and publicly-funded private schools by the Ministry of Education are subject to the principle of non-discrimination on the grounds of disability and therefore cannot deny registration of disabled children and young people.

· In December 2014, the National Republican Guard (GNR) launched the Programme to Support Disabled People (Programa de Apoio a Pessoas com Deficiência - PAPcD), to protect the security rights of disabled people and of their care-takers. The PAPcd promotes the security of disabled people by focusing on the prevention of discrimination, negligence, abuse and ill-treatment and on the reduction of risks. It also involves cooperation of the GNR with other organisations in terms of different activities for persons with disabilities.

· A pilot project of Personal Assistance took its first steps in December 2015 in Lisbon. The aim of the project is to help 5 persons who live in the city of Lisbon who need care and personal assistance due to their disabilities.

6.2 Concerns
It is "worrying" that "so many children with disabilities are removed from their parents due to bad parental practices and are institutionalized, as stated by Pinto and colleagues in a recent report about the Rights of Children with Disabilities in Portugal (2014).
 “Instead of institutionalizing these children, it would be more relevant to provide better support to their families”, as discussed by Paula Pinto.
 The same Report also indicated that the Portuguese legislation does not adequately protect children with disabilities against discrimination based on gender as the rights of girls with disabilities are not adequately addressed. 
6.3 Recommendations

· Implement the personal assistance scheme in Portugal, and promote independent living and personal assistance projects in other municipalities, besides the city of Lisbon;
· Raise the amount of disability-related cash benefits;
· Review eligibility criteria to disability-related benefits, notably by:
·  
raising the threshold of household income that is eligible for benefits and,
· allowing persons who are working to access these benefits.
· Simplify and speed up the procedure for the allocation of assistive devices and support products.
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� 	Invalidity Pension, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-de-invalidez" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-de-invalidez�.


� 	Social Invalidity Pension, available at �HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-social-de-invalidez"��http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-social-de-invalidez�.


� 	Extraordinary Solidarity Complement for old People, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-social-de-velhice1?p_p_id=56_INSTANCE_UW4x&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=exclusive&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_56_INSTANCE_UW4x_struts_action=%2Fjournal_content%2Fexport_article&_56_INSTANCE_UW4x_groupId=10152&_56_INSTANCE_UW4x_articleId=142613&_56_INSTANCE_UW4x_targetExtension=pdf" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-social-de-velhice1?p_p_id=56_INSTANCE_UW4x&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=exclusive&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_56_INSTANCE_UW4x_struts_action=%2Fjournal_content%2Fexport_article&_56_INSTANCE_UW4x_groupId=10152&_56_INSTANCE_UW4x_articleId=142613&_56_INSTANCE_UW4x_targetExtension=pdf�.


� 	Special Invalidity Pension, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/documents/10152/24388/regime_especial_protecao_invalidez/b9a33167-8288-4f95-8f01-de1664b80507/b9a33167-8288-4f95-8f01-de1664b80507" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/documents/10152/24388/regime_especial_protecao_invalidez/b9a33167-8288-4f95-8f01-de1664b80507/b9a33167-8288-4f95-8f01-de1664b80507�.


� 	Dependence Supplement, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/complemento-por-dependencia" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/complemento-por-dependencia�.


� 	Ordinance (Despacho) 8452-A/2015 as of 31 July 2015, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ae-anobre.pt/images/Despacho_ASE_2015.pdf" ��http://www.ae-anobre.pt/images/Despacho_ASE_2015.pdf�.


� 	Schools Social Action Programme (legal framework), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dgeste.mec.pt/index.php/2014/01/enquadramento-legal-da-acao-social-escolar/" ��http://www.dgeste.mec.pt/index.php/2014/01/enquadramento-legal-da-acao-social-escolar/�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://info.portaldasfinancas.gov.pt/pt/informacao_fiscal/codigos_tributarios/civa_rep/iva15.htm" ��http://info.portaldasfinancas.gov.pt/pt/informacao_fiscal/codigos_tributarios/civa_rep/iva15.htm�.


� 	In addition tax deductions on Vehicle Tax and Road Tax.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.portaldasaude.pt/NR/rdonlyres/E5474721-014C-4469-80FF-A6344D28DBE6/29213/0000300006.pdf" ��http://www.portaldasaude.pt/NR/rdonlyres/E5474721-014C-4469-80FF-A6344D28DBE6/29213/0000300006.pdf�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://carris.transporteslisboa.pt/pt/mobilidade-reduzida/" ��http://carris.transporteslisboa.pt/pt/mobilidade-reduzida/�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://dre.pt/application/dir/pdf1s/2006/08/15200/56705689.pdf" ��https://dre.pt/application/dir/pdf1s/2006/08/15200/56705689.pdf�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.imtt.pt/sites/IMTT/Portugues/PerguntasFrequentes/Condutores/Paginas/Questao17.aspx" ��http://www.imtt.pt/sites/IMTT/Portugues/PerguntasFrequentes/Condutores/Paginas/Questao17.aspx�.


� 	Disabled veterans are entitled to a 75% discount on the national trains and a 50% discount on TAP flights, according to Decree-Law 43/76, of 20 January (� HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/dl_43_76.htm" ��http://www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/dl_43_76.htm�).


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/content/1/1478/protocolo-entre-instituto-nacional-para-reabilitacao-ip-cp-comboios-de-portugal" ��http://www.inr.pt/content/1/1478/protocolo-entre-instituto-nacional-para-reabilitacao-ip-cp-comboios-de-portugal�.


� 	Decree-Law 43/76, of 20 January (including all subsequent revisions), available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/dl_43_76.htm" ��http://www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/dl_43_76.htm�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://dre.pt/application/dir/pdf1sdip/2014/08/16300/0446404467.pdf" �https://dre.pt/application/dir/pdf1sdip/2014/08/16300/0446404467.pdf�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.portaldahabitacao.pt/pt/portal/noticias/historico/noticia854.html" �http://www.portaldahabitacao.pt/pt/portal/noticias/historico/noticia854.html�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://www.cgd.pt/ajuda/Espaco-Cliente/Informacao-util/Documents/Lei-63_2014.pdf" �https://www.cgd.pt/ajuda/Espaco-Cliente/Informacao-util/Documents/Lei-63_2014.pdf�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://www.portaldahabitacao.pt/pt/nrau/home/" ��https://www.portaldahabitacao.pt/pt/nrau/home/�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://dre.pt/application/dir/pdf1sdip/2012/08/15700/0441104452.pdf" ��https://dre.pt/application/dir/pdf1sdip/2012/08/15700/0441104452.pdf�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://dre.pt/application/file/69976469" ��https://dre.pt/application/file/69976469�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/content/1/3945/diploma-determina-regime-do-subsidio-de-renda-rendimento-anual-bruto-corrigido" ��http://www.inr.pt/content/1/3945/diploma-determina-regime-do-subsidio-de-renda-rendimento-anual-bruto-corrigido�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.portaldahabitacao.pt/pt/portal/habitacao/EstNacHabitacao/index.html" ��http://www.portaldahabitacao.pt/pt/portal/habitacao/EstNacHabitacao/index.html�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://dre.tretas.org/dre/218056/" ��https://dre.tretas.org/dre/218056/�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://lisboasolidaria.cm-lisboa.pt/451500/1/000357,000101/index.htm" ��http://lisboasolidaria.cm-lisboa.pt/451500/1/000357,000101/index.htm�.


� 	Decree-Law 138-A/2010, of 28 December, amended by Decree-Law 172/2014, of 14 November, (available at �HYPERLINK "https://dre.tretas.org/dre/319857/"��https://dre.tretas.org/dre/319857/�); and Decree-Law 102/2011, of 30 September, (available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.edpgassu.pt/downloads/file180_pt.pdf" ��http://www.edpgassu.pt/downloads/file180_pt.pdf�).


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-de-velhice" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-de-velhice�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-de-invalidez" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-de-invalidez�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/complemento-solidario-para-idosos" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/complemento-solidario-para-idosos�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-de-sobrevivencia" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-de-sobrevivencia�.


� 	In this situation a personal monthly income is below € 167.69 for a single person or € 251.53 for a married couple (eligibility for receiving Social Invalidity pension).


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-social-de-invalidez" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-social-de-invalidez�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.economias.pt/complemento-extraordinario-de-solidariedade/" ��http://www.economias.pt/complemento-extraordinario-de-solidariedade/�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/complemento-por-dependencia" �http://www.seg-social.pt/complemento-por-dependencia�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/dl_43_76.htm" ��http://www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/dl_43_76.htm�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://publicos.pt/documento/id438071/decreto-lei-248/98" ��http://publicos.pt/documento/id438071/decreto-lei-248/98�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.cite.gov.pt/pt/legis/CodTrab_indice.html" ��http://www.cite.gov.pt/pt/legis/CodTrab_indice.html�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.cite.gov.pt/pt/legis/CodTrab_LR1_006.html%23L006S04" ��http://www.cite.gov.pt/pt/legis/CodTrab_LR1_006.html#L006S04�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?nid=1179&tabela=leis" ��http://www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?nid=1179&tabela=leis�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/publicacoes?bundleId=284777" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/publicacoes?bundleId=284777�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?nid=1175&tabela=leis" ��http://www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?nid=1175&tabela=leis�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?nid=1156&tabela=leis" ��http://www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?nid=1156&tabela=leis�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://www.portugal2020.pt/Portal2020/Media/Default/Docs/Legislacao�/Nacional/DecretoLei108_2015.pdf" �https://www.portugal2020.pt/Portal2020/Media/Default/Docs/Legislacao�/Nacional/DecretoLei108_2015.pdf�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.sg.min-saude.pt/NR/rdonlyres/B161ADBA-CBA7-4428-ABB4-0746A31FEEF7/0/0026500268.pdf" ��http://www.sg.min-saude.pt/NR/rdonlyres/B161ADBA-CBA7-4428-ABB4-0746A31FEEF7/0/0026500268.pdf�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/beneficios-da-saude-csi" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/beneficios-da-saude-csi�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://www.parlamento.pt/ActividadeParlamentar/Paginas/DetalheDiplomaAprovado.aspx?BID=5474" ��https://www.parlamento.pt/ActividadeParlamentar/�Paginas/DetalheDiplomaAprovado.aspx?BID=5474�.


� 	Law 46/2006 of 26 August, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/lei_46_2006.htm" �http://www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/lei_46_2006.htm�.


� 	The Portuguese Constitution, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.en.parlamento.pt/Legislation/CRP/Constitution7th.pdf" ��http://www.en.parlamento.pt/Legislation/CRP/Constitution7th.pdf�.


� 	Habilitation involves the acquisition of skills, abilities and knowledge that will enable a person to function in society. These kinds of programmes usually target children born with disabilities. Rehabilitation means restoring capacity and ability. This generally applies to acquired disabilities.


� 	The Disability and Human Rights Observatory (ODDH) of the School for Social and Political Sciences / University of Lisbon. Parallel Report about the Monitoring of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Portugal (2015), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://oddh.iscsp.utl.pt/index.php/pt/2013-04-24-18-50-23/publicacoes-dos-investigadores-oddh/item/230-relat%C3%B3rio-paralelo-sobre-a-conven%C3%A7%C3%A3o-dos-direitos-das-pessoas-com-defici%C3%AAncia-em-portugal" ��http://oddh.iscsp.utl.pt/index.php/pt/2013-04-24-18-50-23/publicacoes-dos-investigadores-oddh/item/230-relat%C3%B3rio-paralelo-sobre-a-conven%C3%A7%C3%A3o-dos-direitos-das-pessoas-com-defici%C3%AAncia-em-portugal�.


� 	Law 48/90 ‘Base Health Law’ (Lei de Bases da Saúde), Official Gazette of 24 August 1990, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.portaldasaude.pt/portal/conteudos/a+saude+em+portugal/politica+da+saude/enquadramento+legal/leibasessaude.htm" ��http://www.portaldasaude.pt/portal/conteudos/a+saude+em+portugal/politica+da+saude/enquadramento+legal/leibasessaude.htm�.


� 	Law 163/2006 ‘Accessibility Law’ (Lei da Promoção da Acessibilidade), Official Gazette of 8 August 2006.


� 	Decree-Law 3/2008 ‘Specialised Support for Inclusive Education’.


� 	Law 49/2005 ‘Base Law on Education’.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/content/1/68/nao-discriminacao" ��http://www.inr.pt/content/1/68/nao-discriminacao�.


� 	�HYPERLINK "https://www.portugal2020.pt/Portal2020/o-que-e-o-portugal2020"��https://www.portugal2020.pt/Portal2020/o-que-e-o-portugal2020�.


� 	�HYPERLINK "http://www.poise.pt"��www.poise.pt�; �HYPERLINK "http://norte2020.pt/sites/default/files/public/uploads/noticias/poise.pdf"��http://norte2020.pt/sites/default/files/public/uploads/noticias/poise.pdf�.


� 	V Plan for Gender Equality, Citizenship and Non-discrimination (2014-2017). Available at �HYPERLINK "http://www.cig.gov.pt/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/CIG-VPNI_2014-2017_ENG.pdf"��http://www.cig.gov.pt/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/CIG-VPNI_2014-2017_ENG.pdf�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.gnr.pt/default.asp?do=tnov0r6r_vz24r05n/016vpvn5/016vpvn5" ��http://www.gnr.pt/default.asp?do=tnov0r6r_vz24r05n/016vpvn5/016vpvn5�_qr5p4vpn1&fonte=noticias&id=1809�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/documents/10152/15003/bonificacao_deficiencia" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/documents/10152/15003/bonificacao_deficiencia�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/documents/10152/15004/subsidio_frequencia_estabelecimento_ensino_especial" �http://www.seg-social.pt/documents/10152/15004/subsidio_frequencia_estabelecimento_ensino_especial�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/abono-de-familia-para-criancas-e-jovens" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/abono-de-familia-para-criancas-e-jovens�.


� 	IRS, Taxation applied to persons with disabilities, 2015, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://info.portaldasfinancas.gov.pt/NR/rdonlyres/C0A156C5-55FA-45CC-8077-D6D5283FACA6/0/Folheto_info_Pessoas_com_deficiencia.pdf" ��http://info.portaldasfinancas.gov.pt/NR/rdonlyres/C0A156C5-55FA-45CC-8077-D6D5283FACA6/0/Folheto_info_Pessoas_com_deficiencia.pdf�) and (� HYPERLINK "http://saldopositivo.cgd.pt/que-beneficios-pessoas-com-deficiencia-tem-no-irs/" ��http://saldopositivo.cgd.pt/que-beneficios-pessoas-com-deficiencia-tem-no-irs/�).


� 	Pinto, P.C., Pinto, T.J. and Teixeira, D. (2014). Country Report on Portugal for the Study on Member States' Policies for Children with Disabilities (available at: � HYPERLINK "http://oddh.iscsp.utl.pt/index.php/pt/2013-04-24-18-50-23/publicacoes-dos-investigadores-oddh/item/199-estudo-sobre-as-pol%C3%ADticas-de-portugal-relativas-a-crian%C3%A7as-com-defici%C3%AAncia" ��http://oddh.iscsp.utl.pt/index.php/pt/2013-04-24-18-50-23/publicacoes-dos-investigadores-oddh/item/199-estudo-sobre-as-pol%C3%ADticas-de-portugal-relativas-a-crian%C3%A7as-com-defici%C3%AAncia�).


� 	Income and Living Conditions Report, INE, 2015, available at: � HYPERLINK "https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_boui=224739104&DESTAQUESmodo=2" ��https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_boui=224739104&DESTAQUESmodo=2�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://www.unicef.pt/docs/pdf/Manifesto_da_UNICEF_Portugal_pelas_Criancas_2015.pdf" ��https://www.unicef.pt/docs/pdf/Manifesto_da_UNICEF_Portugal_pelas_Criancas_2015.pdf�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://www.dgs.pt/sistema-nacional-de-intervencao-precoce-na-infancia.aspx" ��https://www.dgs.pt/sistema-nacional-de-intervencao-precoce-na-infancia.aspx�.


� 	Lisbon Municipality Pilot Independent Living Programme, available at: � HYPERLINK "https://vidaindependentelx.wordpress.com/o-que-e-o-centro-de-vida-independente/conheca-o-projecto-piloto-de-vida-independente/" ��https://vidaindependentelx.wordpress.com/o-que-e-o-centro-de-vida-independente/conheca-o-projecto-piloto-de-vida-independente/�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.myos.com.pt/default.aspx" ��http://www.myos.com.pt/default.aspx�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/documents/10152/156134/lista_doencas_profissionais" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/documents/10152/156134/lista_doencas_profissionais�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://www.iefp.pt/en/" ��https://www.iefp.pt/en/�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/complemento-por-dependencia" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/complemento-por-dependencia�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.dn.pt/portugal/interior/maioria-dos-reformados-e-professor-do-basico-e-secundario-3031988.html" ��http://www.dn.pt/portugal/interior/maioria-dos-reformados-e-professor-do-basico-e-secundario-3031988.html�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-de-velhice" ��http://www.seg-social.pt/pensao-de-velhice�.


� 	Income and Living Conditions Report, INE, 2015, available at: � HYPERLINK "https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_boui=224739104&DESTAQUESmodo=2" ��https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_boui=224739104&DESTAQUESmodo=2�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid�=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_boui=224739104&DESTAQUESmodo=2" �https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid�=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_boui=224739104&DESTAQUESmodo=2�.


� 	Pinto, P. C. and Teixeira, D. (2012). Assessing the impact of European governments’ austerity plans on the rights of people with disabilities [Avaliação do Impacto dos Planos de Austeridade dos Governos Europeus nos Direitos das Pessoas com Deficiência].Country Report: Portugal. Lisboa: Observatório dos Direitos Humanos e da Deficiência, Instituto Superior de Ciências Sociais e Politicas, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://oddh.iscsp.utl.pt/index.php/pt/2013-04-24-18-50-23/publicacoes-dos-investigadores-oddh/item/59-avaliar-o-impacto-das-medidas-de-austeridade-dos-governos-europeus-sobre-os-direitos-das-pessoas-com-defici%C3%AAncia-relat%C3%B3rio-de-portugal" ��http://oddh.iscsp.utl.pt/index.php/pt/2013-04-24-18-50-23/publicacoes-dos-investigadores-oddh/item/59-avaliar-o-impacto-das-medidas-de-austeridade-dos-governos-europeus-sobre-os-direitos-das-pessoas-com-defici%C3%AAncia-relat%C3%B3rio-de-portugal�.


� 	The Disability and Human Rights Observatory (ODDH) of the School for Social and Political Sciences / University of Lisbon. Parallel Report about the Monitoring of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Portugal (2015), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://oddh.iscsp.utl.pt/index.php/pt/2013-04-24-18-50-23/publicacoes-dos-investigadores-oddh/item/230-relat%C3%B3rio-paralelo-sobre-a-conven%C3%A7%C3%A3o-dos-direitos-das-pessoas-com-defici%C3%AAncia-em-portugal" ��http://oddh.iscsp.utl.pt/index.php/pt/2013-04-24-18-50-23/publicacoes-dos-investigadores-oddh/item/230-relat%C3%B3rio-paralelo-sobre-a-conven%C3%A7%C3%A3o-dos-direitos-das-pessoas-com-defici%C3%AAncia-em-portugal�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/content/1/633/enquadramento-legal" ��http://www.inr.pt/content/1/633/enquadramento-legal�.


� 	�HYPERLINK "http://www.seg-social.pt/estatisticas"��http://www.seg-social.pt/estatisticas� (Prestações Familiares).


� 	Social Security Statistics, available at: �HYPERLINK "http://www4.seg-social.pt/estatisticas"��http://www4.seg-social.pt/estatisticas�.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/content/1/1487/estrategia-nacional-para-deficiencia-endef" ��http://www.inr.pt/content/1/1487/estrategia-nacional-para-deficiencia-endef�.


� 	Recommendation n.º 1/2014 – Public Policies for Special Education, available at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cnedu.pt/content/deliberacoes/recomendacoes/Recomendacao_DR_1.pdf" ��http://www.cnedu.pt/content/deliberacoes/recomendacoes/Recomendacao_DR_1.pdf�.
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Budget

				2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015

		Ministry of Health		0		6,000,000.00 €		6,000,000.00 €		6,000,000.00 €		6,000,000.00 €		6,000,000.00 €		6,000,000.00 €		7,000,000.00

		Ministry of Education		0												200,000.00 €		200,000.00

		Ministry of Solidarity and Employment / Ministry of Socidarity and Social Security		6,000,000.00 €		6,620,000.00 €		6,620,000.00 €		3,700,000.00 €		1,801,820.00 €		4,500,000.00 €		5,100,000.00 €		6,280,000.00

												2,500,000.00 €

		Ministry of Economy and Employment ( Ministério da
Economia e do Emprego)		0.00 €						2,454,091.00 €		500,000.00 €		1,040,000.00 €

												762,000.00 €

		ISS, I.P.		4,000,000.00 €		4120000		4120000										4,500,000.00

		IEFP, I.P.		2,500,000.00 €		2500000		2500000						425,927.27 €				1,780,000.00

		TOTAL budget for assistive devices, Euros		12,500,000.00 €		12,620,000.00 €		12,620,000.00 €		12,154,091.00 €		9,262,000.00 €		11,540,000.00 €		11,300,000.00 €		13,480,000.00 €

		Document		Despacho 31397/2008, de 9 de Dezembro de 2008: https://dre.tretas.org/dre/243685/		Despacho 27731/2009, de 29 Dezembro de 2009: https://dre.pt/application/dir/pdf2sdip/2009/12/250000000/5241552415.pdf		Despacho n.º  2 027/2010,
de 29 de Janeiro: http://www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/2_d_2010_2027_inr.htm		Despacho n.º 17059/2011 , de 21 de dezembro: https://dre.pt/application/dir/pdf2sdip/2011/12/243000000/4950449505.pdf		Despacho n.º 3520/2012, de 9 de março: https://dre.pt/application/dir/pdf2sdip/2012/03/050000000/0890708907.pdf		Despacho n.º 3128/2013,  de 27 de fevereiro de 2013: https://dre.pt/application/dir/pdf2sdip/2013/02/041000000/0761907620.pdf		Despacho n.º 2671/2014, de 18 de fevereiro 2014: https://dre.pt/application/dir/pdf2sdip/2014/02/034000000/0496704967.pdf		Despacho n.º 6478/2015, de  11 de junho de 2015: https://dre.pt/application/file/a/67449020

						Decreto-Lei n.º 93/2009
de 16 de Abril (SAPA)				Decreto- lei n.º 42/2011 (Alteração de SAPA) de 23 Março		Despacho n.º 6133/2012
Produtos de Apoio para pessoas com deficiência (Ajudas Técnicas),  10 de maio de 2012		Instituto do Emprego e da Formação Profissional, I. P.
Deliberação (extrato) 2148/2014,  de 26 novembro de 2014		Despacho n.º 5212/2014, DR II Série, n.º 72 de 11.04.2014
Instituto Nacional para a Reabilitação
Resumo: Define as normas regulamentadoras de prescrição, atribuição e financiamento de produtos de apoio (Ajudas Técnicas) para pessoas com deficiência em 2014.
http://dre.pt/pdf2sdip/2014/04/072000000/1014510148.pdf		Despacho n.º 7225/2015, Instituto Nacional para a Reabilitação, I. P

												Despacho n.º 13513/2012 de 17 outubro de 2012

												Despacho n.º 16313/2012, 21 de dezembro ISO 9999: 2007: https://dre.pt/application/dir/pdf2sdip/2012/12/247000000/4038340386.pdf

				http://www.acessibilidade.net/at/legislacao.php#2009

				http://www.seg-social.pt/legislacao?bundleId=14337696



Yuliya Kuznetsova:
SAPA was introduced

Yuliya Kuznetsova:
 A verba disponibilizada pelo Ministério da Economia e do Emprego passa a ser de € 762 000 e destina -se a financiar produtos de apoio indispensáveis à formação profissional e ao emprego, incluindo
o acesso aos transportes, através de entidades designadas pelo Instituto de Emprego e Formação Profissional, I. P.
1.2 — A verba disponibilizada pelo Ministério da Solidariedade e
da Segurança Social passa a ser de € 2 500 000 e destina -se a financiar produtos de apoio prescritos pelos centros de saúde e centros especializado

Yuliya Kuznetsova:
According to Despacho: Para facilitar a prossecução desse objectivo considera-se importante precisar os conceitos e definir o universo das ajudas técnicas/ Produtos de Apoio que será abrangido pelo montante global disponibilizado de € 12 620 000,00 e repartido pelos Ministérios da Saúde (6 000 000,00 €) e Ministério do Trabalho e da Solidariedade Social (€ 6 620 000,00), este proveniente dos orçamentos do Instituto da Segurança Social, I.P. (€ 4120000) e do Instituto do Emprego e da Formação Profissional, I.P. (€ 2500000).

Yuliya Kuznetsova:
in the Despacho the amount at the end is 2200000

Yuliya Kuznetsova:
Da verba enunciada, o valor de 1.040.000,00 Euros seriam disponibilizados pelo Ministério da Economia e do Emprego, através do IEFP, I.P., para financiar produtos de apoio indispensáveis
à formação profissional e ao emprego, incluindo o acesso aos transportes.

Yuliya Kuznetsova:
Considerando que o n.º 4 do Despacho n.º 3520/2012, previa a possibilidade de, durante o ano de 2012, serem reforçadas as verbas destinadas ao financiamento dos Produtos de Apoio, por Despacho Conjunto dos Ministérios da Economia e do Emprego, da Saúde e da Solidariedade e da Segurança Social, foi emitido o Despacho n.º 13513/2012, de 17 de outubro, publicado no
Diário da República n.º 201, 2ª série.
Foi assim, disponibilizada pelo Ministério da Economia e do Emprego, a verba global de 762.000,00€, destinando-se a financiar Produtos de Apoio indispensáveis à formação profissional e ao emprego, incluindo o acesso aos transportes, através de entidades designadas pelo IEFP, I.P.. A verba global disponibilizada pelo Ministério da Solidariedade e da Segurança Social, passou a ser de 2.500.000,00€, destinada a financiar Produtos de Apoio prescritos pelos Centros de Saúde e Centros Especializados.

Yuliya Kuznetsova:
Para facilitar a prossecução desse objectivo considera-se importante precisar os conceitos e definir o universo das ajudas técnicas/ Produtos de Apoio que será abrangido pelo montante global disponibilizado de € 12 620 000,00 e repartido pelos Ministérios da Saúde (6 000 000,00 €) e Ministério do Trabalho e da Solidariedade Social (€ 6 620 000,00), este proveniente dos orçamentos do Instituto da Segurança Social, I.P. (€ 4120000) e do Instituto do Emprego e da Formação Profissional, I.P. (€ 2500000).
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TOTAL budget for assistive devices, Euros

TOTAL number of beneficiaries of assistive devices



Beneficiaries

		YEAR		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015

		DISTRIBUIÇÃO DE PRODUTOS DE APOIO POR ENTIDADES FINANCIADORAS:

		Hospitals		23826						21607		15264		15711

		Centros Distritais da Segurança Social		6006						4848		4040		3862

		Instituto de Emprego e Formação Profissional		798						7		170		332

		TOTAL		30630		0		0		26462		19474		19905

		Beneficiarios total (PERSONS)		28,805



Yuliya Kuznetsova:
RELATÓRIO AVALIAÇÃO FÍSICA E FINANCEIRA DO FINANCIAMENTO SUPLETIVO DOS PRODUTOS DE APOIO (Despacho n.º 2600/2009): http://www.inr.pt/content/1/633/enquadramento-legal



				2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015

		Beneficiarios

		ISS,I.P.		4181		4230		3521		2932		2349		1930

		women		2159						1.568		1189		947

		men		2022						1364		1160		983

		IEFP,I.P.		798		0		6		7		85		215		1030?		1027

		women		296				3				57		78

		men		502				3				28		137

		Hospitais do SNS		23826		0		0		21573		15264		14564

		women		13922						12818		8,898		8,098

		men		9778						8755		6,366		6,466

		unidentified		126

		TOTAL number of beneficiaries of assistive devices		28805		4230		3527		24512		17698		16709

				A evolução do número de beneficiários apoiados pelo Sistema de Atribuição de Produtos de Apoio nos últimos cinco anos: 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 e 2011 como pode verificar-se em relatórios anteriores, correspondeu, respetivamente, a 5.463, 4.181, 4.230, 3.521 e 2.932
pessoas. Manifestando assim, uma tendência de acentuada redução de beneficiários do Sistema que se vem legitimar em 2012, onde o número de beneficiários apoiados continuou a decrescer, com 2.349 abrangidos, embora o montante financeiro disponibilizado tenha sido superior a 2011, o que poderá ser explicado pelo custo mais elevado dos produtos apoiados, na medida em que o número de produtos apoiados também foi inferior ao de 2011 (4.848), como se pode verificar no Gráfico seguinte (relatorio 2012)



Yuliya Kuznetsova:
Os elementos recebidos pelo IEFP, I.P., reportam-se apenas a sete processos transitados do
ano de 2010, podendo referir-se que dos processos transitados, se referem a 3 pessoas do
género feminino e 3 do género masculino,

Yuliya Kuznetsova:
Durante o ano de 2012 foram financiados 170 Produtos de Apoio, dos quais 40 (23,5%) foram financiados pelo Centro de Formação e Reabilitação Profissional de Alcoitão (CFRP de Alcoitão) e Centro de Reabilitação Profissional de Gaia (CRP de Gaia), tendo os restantes Produtos de Apoio sido financiados pela rede de serviços de emprego do IEFP, IP. Os apoios concedidos pelo IEFP, I.P., para aquisição, adaptação ou reparação de Produtos de Apoio beneficiaram 85 pessoas com deficiência e incapacidade, das quais 22 pessoas (25%)
beneficiaram dos apoios concedidos pelo Centro de Formação e Reabilitação Profissional de Alcoitão (CFRP de Alcoitão) e pelo Centro de Reabilitação Profissional de Gaia (CRP de Gaia), tendo as restantes pessoas com deficiência e incapacidade beneficiando dos apoios
concedidos pela rede de centros de emprego ou centros de emprego e formação profissional do IEFP, IP, adiante designados por serviços de emprego.

Yuliya Kuznetsova:
Quanto aos elementos disponibilizados pela DGS, das 15.264 pessoas com deficiência ou incapacidade apoiadas, foram distribuídos um total de 15.264 Produtos de Apoio, dos quais, 8.898 foram entregues a pessoas do género feminino, 6.366 a pessoas do género masculino com uma média de idade de 50 anos. A tipologia de deficiência mais evidenciada foi a deficiência motora (54%), logo seguida da deficiência orgânica (22%). No que diz respeito às entidades prescritoras, verifica-se que foram os Hospitais/Centros Hospitalares os que mais prescrições realizaram. No tocante à execução financeira, o montante global foi de 4.151.788,25 € relativamente ao total concedido de 6.000.000,00€ com uma taxa de execução de 70%.
Os elementos recebidos pelo IEFP, I.P., referem-se a 85 pessoas apoiadas das quais 57 do género feminino e 28 pessoas do género masculino, com um tipo de deficiência maioritariamente Músculo-Esquelética/Motora (n=65), com uma média de idade de 40 anos. (Relatório 2012, p. 51)

Yuliya Kuznetsova:
December 2014: https://www.iefp.pt/en/estatisticas

Yuliya Kuznetsova:
November 2015: https://www.iefp.pt/en/estatisticas




