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The Academic Network of European Disability experts (ANED) was established by the European Commission in 2008 to provide scientific support and advice for its disability policy Unit. In particular, the activities of the Network will support the future development of the EU Disability Action Plan and practical implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Disabled People.
 

This country report has been prepared as input for the Thematic reports on Citizenship and Political Participation in European Countries. The purpose of the report is to examine the legal framework for citizenship in EU/EEA countries, access to, and accessibility of voting in elections for disabled people.

Part A: legal context of citizenship

1. National disability strategy/action plan includes the right to civil and political participation of persons with disabilities

The National Disability Strategy, 2011- 2013
 includes under heading 2, “Justice and exercise of rights”, a measure that aims at “Easing the process of access to the residency permit to foreign citizens with disabilities”. The Ministry of Internal Affairs is the body assigned responsibility for the implementation of this measure, which will be assessed against the number of permits granted to the end of 2013. The plan does not mention participation in civic life or actions to promote involvement.
2. Citizenship education includes disability issues and is equally available to persons with disabilities
The education and training systems can perform a structural role concerning the development of a greater awareness towards equal rights and a non-discrimination based culture. However, currently in Portugal there is no specific area in the educational curriculum where non-discrimination issues regarding disability issues are addressed. Those topics could be included under citizenship and civil rights subjects.
From 2001 until 2012 a compulsory course on civic education was included in the curriculum of the second and third levels of general compulsory education, for both disabled and non-disabled students. This course addressed several topics under the broad subject of citizenship education aiming at raising awareness among students about human rights “in order to promote their development as responsive, critical, active and committed citizens” (Decree-law 16/2001, 18 January). Each school was allowed to adjust these contents to their specific context and needs. In some schools, the subject of disability discrimination could have been addressed in this course.
With the curricular reform undertaken by the Ministry of Education in 2012
 that area was abolished and subsequently only an optional course was opened (depending upon the local initiative of each school) where education and training issues regarding citizenship can be addressed. The course can cover the same topics as the previous one and targets both disabled and non-disabled students. However, it is no longer a compulsory course, and it is part of a wider reform of the Curriculum which aims to refocus education on the so-called “fundamental subjects such as Portuguese, Mathematics, History, Geography, Chemistry and Physics and Natural Sciences” (Decree-Law 139/2012, 5 July).
Since 2003, however, the Contest “School Alert!", has been running with the main objective of raising awareness among students (in primary and secondary schools) about equal opportunities, non-discrimination and human rights, particularly the rights of persons with disabilities, thus promoting their participation in building a society for all. http://www.inr.pt
3. The acquisition of citizenship of EU Member States and EU citizenship does not discriminate against persons with disabilities
The Nationality Act
 establishes the conditions for the granting of nationality within different legal frameworks (relatedness, marriage, long-term residence, etc.). The Act, however, at no point alludes to the issue of disability and neither does the Immigration Act,
 which sets out the conditions for obtaining temporary residence or a long term residence permit. 
Concerning applications for the residence permit (for stays greater than 1 year) and applications for nationality, the only requirement is evidence of basic knowledge of the Portuguese language. 
To prove their Portuguese language proficiency, applicants must present knowledge certificates (whether provided by public or private schools, or by the IEFP – the National Vocational Training Institute) or pass a test or examination. 
There is no requirement for accommodation of persons with disabilities in these tests, thus leaving the provision of any adjustments to the discretionary power of each entity responsible for carrying out the tests (whether public or private accredited educational and training institutions or the IEFP).
To acquire nationality of a Member State (naturalisation requirements) only proficiency in the Portuguese language as well as proof of a place of residence and a criminal record certificate are required.
As for provision of accessibility, there are no requirements in the laws around citizenship. However, the Accessibility Act
 applies to all buildings so in theory the facilities in which the tests take place should also conform to accessibility standards.
No exemptions are granted in the law to persons with disabilities who are unable to do the tests in the standard format. Furthermore, the law says nothing about disabled persons who are unable to pass one or more examinations due to lack of accommodation of their disability-related needs. However, in the Portuguese law there are no specific health-related requirements for the acquisition of nationality that could potentially discriminate or disadvantage people with disabilities or their families.

Other Sources:
II Immigrants Integration Plan (II Plano para a Integração dos Imigrantes (2010-2013) http://www.acidi.gov.pt/_cfn/4d346c9b80687/live/Consulte+a+vers%C3%A3o+do+Plano+2010-2013+em+portugu%C3%AAs
National Accessibility Plan – Plano Nacional de Promoção da Acessibilidade (PNPA, Resolução do Conselho de Ministros nº 9/2007, 17 Janeiro), http://www.inr.pt/content/1/3/pnpa.
4. Persons with disabilities have an equal right to stand for political and public office
In theory, there are no legal limitations on the right of people with disabilities to stand for office at local, regional, national or European parliament elections according to the principles of non-discrimination namely under the Portuguese Constitution, the Anti-discrimination Law, and the Accessibility Law. 
At the same time, however, according to the Portuguese Constitution (article 49(1)), while all citizens of 18 years old and over who are properly registered are entitled to vote in Portugal, persons who have the incapacities laid down in the general law are not. Article 2 of the Electoral Laws
 specifies that citizens who have been assigned the status of interdiction, or those who are deemed “demented” and are living in psychiatric institutions, are not allowed to vote. The law further states that the act of voting is always 'direct and secret'; however, in Article 97, it entitles persons with visible physical disabilities or illnesses to bring an assistant of their own choice to the voting booth, in order to assist or vote for them. Citizens whose disabilities or illnesses are not visible, and yet require assistance to vote, need to present an official medical note to justify their need (Art 97). Hence, by not allowing alternative ways of expressing the vote (e.g. electronic vote) Portuguese electoral law discriminates against persons with disabilities, and prevents them from exercising with autonomy, the right to vote. As a result of a complaint filed by the Portuguese Association of Disabled People (APD), the National Elections Commission issued in 2009 a recommendation
 on accessibility in which it calls upon the Municipalities to ensure physical accessibility to voting sites. 
For individuals holding elected office there are no requirements regarding the provision of reasonable accommodation in the law. Similarly, disabled officials are not entitled to higher financial allowances or extra assistance in kind to address their needs.
Other Sources: 

ANED DOTCOM. 

http://www.disability-europe.net/dotcom?term%5B%5D=214&term%5B%5D=159&view_type=matrix 

Civil Code – Código Civil (DL nº 47344/66, 25 Novembro and amendments) http://www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?nid=775&tabela=leis
5. Political parties are under a legal duty not to discriminate against persons with disabilities
There are no specific legal obligations requiring political parties not to discriminate against disabled people in connection with membership, participation in party events, communication and access to information etc. The rights of disabled people are established under generic laws such as the National Constitution, the Anti-Discrimination Law or the Accessibility Law.

6. All persons with disabilities have the right to vote on an equal basis with others

Under the law not all persons with disabilities have the right to vote in elections on an equal basis with others. Deprivation stems from incapacitation and interdiction into law due to lack of legal capacity as well as from institutionalisation.
Legal capacity is defined in Portuguese law as the ability to enter a legal relationship (Civil Code, Art. 67). The majority of Portuguese citizens acquire legal capacity when they reach 18 years of age (Civil Code Art. 130). The Civil Code, however, defines two ways in which legal capacity can be limited or suppressed; they are the regimes of inabilitation (inabilitação) and interdiction (interdição). The regime of interdiction implies a severe containment in the exercise of rights. Regardless of age, persons who are subjected to this regime remain in the status of minors, and among other things they cannot exercise the right to vote. According to the law, persons with ‘mental anomalies, deaf-muteness and blindness, who show inability to govern their lives’ can be assigned the status of interdiction (art 138(1)). The Court assigns the status of interdiction on the basis of a legal request (submitted by a parent, the spouse, a child, the curator or the public attorney), a medical assessment of the individual, and statements of family members, friends, neighbours and others close to the person. Once the status of interdiction is assigned, a Tutor is designated. The Tutor is usually a family member (e.g. parent, spouse, eldest child) but if a family is lacking, a professional (e.g. the director of a service provider organisation) may also be designated as a Tutor. A Pro-Tutor is further designated to supervise the Tutor. The Tutor should act as a ’good parent’ and provide for the well-being, health and education of the person who is under his/her guard. Tutors are obliged to request permission from the Court in order to perform certain acts (e.g. buy and sell property, accept inheritances, submit claims). The regime of inabilitation, in turn, implies the suppression of the right to manage one's own property. It is also assigned by a Court, on the basis of a legal request and a medical assessment. Persons whose 'mental anomalies, deaf-muteness and blindness are not so severe to justify their interdiction', as well as persons who systematically incur in ’unjustified and ruinous expenses’ or are addicted to alcohol and other drugs may be assigned the status of inabilitation (Art. 152). A Curator is then designated to assist the person in all acts related to property, or even to act on his/her behalf. In this latter case, a Family Council (composed of family members, neighbours, friends and others) is set in place, and a representative is nominated to supervise the acts of the Curator”.
The Electoral Law also specifies that citizens who have been assigned the status of interdiction, or those who are deemed demented and are institutionalised in psychiatric facilities, are not allowed to vote. The law further states that the act of voting is always 'direct and secret'; however, it entitles persons with visible physical disabilities or illnesses to bring an assistant of their own choice to the voting booth, in order to assist or vote for them. Citizens whose disabilities or illnesses are not visible, and yet require assistance to vote, need to present an official medical note to justify their need. Hence, by not allowing alternative ways of expressing the vote (e.g. electronic vote) the Portuguese electoral law discriminates against persons with disabilities, and prevents them from exercising with autonomy, the right to vote. 
At this point in Portuguese law there are no differences between national, local/regional, European elections, referendums and elections to the European Parliament.

Sources:

ANED DOTCOM. 

http://www.disability-europe.net/dotcom?term%5B%5D=214&term%5B%5D=159&view_type=matrix
Civil Code, Decree-Law 47344/66 of 25 November and amendments, http://www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?nid=775&tabela=leis
7. People living in institutions are able to register and to vote

Under the Electoral Laws,
 persons who live in psychiatric institutions and are deemed “demented” are not allowed to vote. Other people with disabilities, even if they are institutionalised, can vote; however, mechanisms to provide voting among persons with disabilities who are home-bound, such as voting in advance, voting by mail, mobile voting, postal vote or through the Internet are not available. 

Part B: access to and accessibility of elections and voting
1. Election authorities have guidelines in place on access and accessibility for people with disabilities

The responsibility for the public administration of elections comes under national authorities like the CNE (National Elections Committee), and local authorities like Municipalities (Câmaras Municipais) or Juntas de Freguesia (similar to Parish Councils). The National Institute for Rehabilitation (INR) provides technical counseling and monitoring regarding disabled people and anti-discrimination practices. 
Given that polling stations are installed in public buildings (e.g. schools, libraries, etc.) the existing Accessibility Law applies to these facilities, requiring that issues of physical accessibility are addressed, regardless the use of the buildings for voting purposes. Other than this law, however, there are no specific regulations that apply specifically and obligatorily to polling stations.
Reports about problems during the Electoral Act may be submitted to the CNE (National Elections Commission) or to the INR (Rehabilitation National Institute), but to our knowledge there is no overall system in place to monitor the accessibility of polling stations or the .provision of reasonable accommodations. 
There are no differences regarding the responsibility for administering European, national, regional, local or referendum voting.

Sources:
National Elections Committee, Electoral legislation, available at www.cne.pt/content/legislacao-eleitoral
2. Training is provided to election authorities and election officials on non-discrimination, reasonable accommodation and accessibility?

No training programmes at all are provided to election authorities or election officials and therefore, they don’t receive either training or information on matters related to disability awareness, disability rights, non-discrimination, reasonable accommodation or accessibility. 

3. Polling stations are accessible for persons with disabilities

Electoral Laws
 in Portugal entitle persons with visible physical disabilities or illnesses to bring an assistant of their own choice to the voting booth, in order to assist or vote for them. Citizens whose disabilities or illnesses are not visible, and yet require assistance to vote, need to present an official medical note to justify their need. 
As polling stations are installed in public buildings (e.g. schools, libraries, etc) the existing Accessibility Law requires that physical accessibility is addressed in those buildings, regardless their use for the voting purpose. Mayors are responsible for establishing the operating locations of polling stations, and according to the law they should ensure that these are installed in public buildings, "preferably schools or offices of civil parish and municipal agencies that provide the necessary conditions of capacity, access and security."(Article 42 of Law 14/79 of 16 May). 
However, in face of many complaints submitted by persons with disabilities regarding the lack of accessibility of polling stations (as per a letter sent by the Portuguese Association of Persons with Disabilities to the National Disability Institute),
 the National Electoral Commission (CNE) issued in 2005 a recommendation stating that Municipalities should take "all necessary measures so that accessibility is guaranteed to those citizens, at least through the installation of removable tools [e.g. removable ramps] to eliminate architectural barriers." More recently in 2009
the National Electoral Commission (CNE) appealed again to Municipalities to take the necessary measures to ensure suitable conditions of accessibility to all voters, in particular to citizens with disabilities and mobility problems, providing the necessary accommodations. However, what is meant by “necessary accommodations” is not defined anywhere in the recommendations, nor are these recommendations appropriately disseminated and/or enforced. In practice, many pooling stations are inaccessible to citizens with disabilities thus excluding them from the right to vote. For example, during the municipal election of September 2012, a citizen with a physical impairment and a wheelchair user was unable to cast his vote due to architectural barriers that prevented him from entering the building where the polling station was located, as he documented through photos on his blog.

When accessibility requirements are not met, citizens with disabilities are entitled to submit a claim to the National Electoral Commission (CNE) and to the National Institute for Rehabilitation (INR). However, the report that has been published by the CNE regarding the recent municipal elections (September 2013) does not provide detailed information to enable the identification of the number of claims submitted specifically related to accessibility issues.

There is no mention or definition of accessibility in the Portuguese Electoral Laws; in fact not even in the Accessibility Law is there a clear definition of what is meant by the term ‘Accessibility’ – the law offers only a series of standards that should be taken as requirements for accessibility. These norms are based on international agreements and standards such as for example the European Concept for Accessibility (2003), and ISO 9241-171 on Accessibility Guidelines for Software.
Sources:

National Rehabilitation Institute, 

www.inr.pt; http://www.engenhariadereabilitacao.net/estudos/EReab_Acessibilidade.php
Center for Rehabilitation Engineering and Accessibility, University of Trás-os-Montes, http://www.engenhariadereabilitacao.net/estudos/EReab_Acessibilidade.php
Electoral Legislation available at www.cne.pt/content/legislacao-eleitoral .‎
4. Disabled people can access assistance during voting

Electoral Laws in Portugal entitle persons with visible physical disabilities or illnesses to bring with them an assistant of their own choice to the voting booth, in order to assist or vote for them. There are no specific rules about who this assistant should be, other than it is someone chosen by the person with disabilities. The officials from the pooling station are not the ones providing the assistance. 
Persons with disabilities are not required to provide an advance notice of their assistance needs. However, citizens whose disabilities or illnesses are not visible, and yet require assistance to vote, need to present an official medical note to justify their need. 
5. Alternatives to voting at Polling Stations are available

There are no alternative ways of placing votes. 
Reasonable accommodation has therefore limited provision when it comes to the right to vote as it relies heavily on local responsibility, despite central recommendations and anti-discrimination principles and accessibility norms provided in the law.
 

6. Political parties are implementing accessibility in their election activities and communications

There are no specific requirements regarding the provision of accessibility in political parties’ activities. Political parties only have to comply with the accessibility requirements in the buildings they use, according to the geneal Accessibility Law.
Although political parties are required not to discriminate against persons with disabilities in their activities, according to the Anti-Discrimination Law, to our knowledge none of them has put in place accommodations or is concerned about accessibility in their activities. However, to our knowledge there hasn’t been any complaint related to lack of accessibility to election activities of the political parties, which is an indicator of the low priority that this area of rights has had for persons with disabilities in Portugal.
7. The broadcasting of election communications and debates is made accessible
There is no specific legal obligation on broadcasters to ensure that broadcasts of election debates or party political broadcasts are accessible.
 Options are left to broadcasters’ initiative or to political parties’ choices. 
However, and according to the Television Law
 (Public Service), there is an obligation “to ensure the possibility of people with special needs to follow emissions, including through the use of subtitling, sign language interpretation, audio description or other techniques deemed appropriate, as well as through delivering programs specifically targeted to this segment of the public, according to a schedule set on a multi-annual plan”. 
Only in the Public Television (Channel 2) newscasts are made accessible through the provision of sign language interpretation. In the main private channels, it is only entertainment programmes that are broadcast in accessible formats (subtitles and audio description). 
8. The business of those holding political and public office is accessible to disabled constituents

Other than the general Anti-Discrimination Law (which prohibits discrimination in access to all types of rights, on the basis of disability) and the Accessibility Act (which requires that all buildings are made accessible to persons with disabilities), there are no specific legal obligations or other requirements that commit holders of political or public office to conduct their business in a way that is accessible to disabled people, whom they represent or otherwise serve. The reality is that, to date, there has been very limited awareness of the political rights of persons with disabilities and of the need of those holding political and public office to conduct their business in a way that is accessible to disabled constituents. 
9. The business of political and public office is accessible to disabled holders of those offices

There are no legal or other requirements that the business of political or public office be conducted in a manner that is accessible to disabled people who might hold such offices. 
Nevertheless, the Accessibility Act requires that public buildings are accessible to persons with disabilities, although there is a lack of mechanisms in place to enforce compliance with the standards of the law. Moreover, the law only concerns accessibility of the built environment and not issues related to provision of sign language interpretation, Braille, large print or electronic format.
The Portuguese Parliament frequently uses sign language interpretation within public sessions aimed at improving accessibility to the public.

10. European elections
The information provided above applies equally to all types of election in Portugal (e.g. local, regional, national and European).

11. Points of Concern

In addition to the lack of specific legislation protecting and promoting the rights of persons with disability to political participation there are major problems with the effective implementation of existing law. We underline the following issues of concern: 
· Out-of-date legislation that does not comply with the CRPD and excludes persons with certain types of disability from the right to vote;
· Absence of the mainstreaming of disability in general laws;
· Absence of a clear focus on disability as a human rights issue within the education and vocational training systems that could contribute to raising awareness, fostering a sustainable culture of citizenship, developing inclusion and fighting against disability-based discrimination;
· Lack of enforcement mechanisms to ensure compliance with the law;
· Lack of monitoring systems that could lead to the identification of the strengths and weaknesses in the exercise of disabled persons’ rights to full participation in public and political life;
· Lack of awareness of the citizenship rights and the political rights of disabled persons, even within political parties;
· A politically weak disability movement that lacks influence in pushing the political agenda on disability issues and on monitoring related policies and programmes. 
More specifically, there are important challenges to the exercise of citizenship rights mainly stemming from:
· The absence of reasonable accommodations and accessibility, notably: 

· no alternative voting mechanisms such as voting in advance, voting by mail, mobile voting, postal voting or voting via the Internet, electronic voting, voting machines or special ballots (eg. In Braille);
· lack of accessibility to polling stations, which are often located in inaccessible buildings or inaccessible areas;
· lack of accessible transportation to polling stations;
· barriers to voting for home-bound disabled voters. 

· The right to participate in public and political life is inhibited by the lack of reasonable accommodations to disabled persons:

· No accessible broadcasting of political issues during election campaigns;
· Lack of compliance with accessibility standards of public and private buildings and urban environments;
· Insufficient provision of accessible public transportation.
The right to participate in public and political life could also be improved by the provision of better updated information notably by expanding already existing sites (eg. Rehabilitation National Institute – INR – http://www.inr.pt; Portal do Cidadão com Deficiência - Disabled Citizens site - www.pcd.pt; Observatório Nacional sobre a Deficiência e Direitos Humanos http://oddh.iscsp.utl.pt/index.php/pt/) where people with disabilities can find specific answers to their everyday life problems or learn about political issues and actions of their interest.
12. Good practice

Despite all the weaknesses identified in this report, public institutions (eg. the INR) and civil society (e.g. Associations) are making efforts to raise awareness in society about the rights and needs of disabled persons.
Thus, good practice can also be pointed out: 
· Some broadcasters (public and private) are providing sign language interpretation and subtitling in some of their programs.
· Some polling stations are located in accessible buildings or in buildings with removable mechanisms that help or support access to disabled persons (e.g. removable ramps).
· some municipalities in the country have created a focal point of information and referral for persons with disabilities. The SIM-PD services provide accessible, personalised and integrated information about the rights, benefits and resources available for persons with disabilities. In Portugal about 10% of all municipalities (or 30 of the 308) have joined this programme.
· according to a study conducted by Olson et al. in 2011 in the 192 Member States of the UN, the Portuguese portal and websites of official departments were found to have a high degree of compliance with the web accessibility standards.

· the University of Lisbon (School of Social and Political Sciences) has a Research Group within CAPP (Research Center for Public Policies and Public Administration) that develops disability studies, provides information and indicators about the subject, and has put on place a national Observatory on Disability and Human Rights (ODDH). The Observatory participates in national and international networks undertaking monitoring studies and promoting the development of partnerships between the academia and the disability movement with the aim of developing proposals to promote the human rights of people with disabilities (http://oddh.iscsp.utl.pt/index.php/pt/). Two researchers of the ODDH have participated in the elaboration of this report.
� Resolution of the Council of Ministers, 97/2010 of 14 December � HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/rcm_0097_2010.htm" �http://www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/rcm_0097_2010.htm�.


� Decree-Law 6/2001 – Curricular Reform in Education, � HYPERLINK "http://www.dre.pt/util/getdiplomas.asp?iddip=20010124" �www.dre.pt/util/getdiplomas.asp?iddip=20010124� ‎ and Decree-Law 139/2012 – Curricular Reform in Education, � HYPERLINK "http://dre.pt/pdf1sdip/2012/07/12900/0347603491.pdf" �http://dre.pt/pdf1sdip/2012/07/12900/0347603491.pdf�.


� Organic Law 2/2006, April 17, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nacionalidade.sef.pt/legislacao.htm" �www.nacionalidade.sef.pt/legislacao.htm�.


� Law 23/2007, 4 July � HYPERLINK "http://www.sef.pt/documentos/56/NOVA%20LEI%20ESTRANGEIROS.pdf" �http://www.sef.pt/documentos/56/NOVA%20LEI%20ESTRANGEIROS.pdf�.


amended by law 29/2012, 9 August, � HYPERLINK "http://dre.pt/pdf1sdip/2012/08/15400/0419104256.pdf" �http://dre.pt/pdf1sdip/2012/08/15400/0419104256.pdf�.


� Decree-Law 163/2006, of 8 August, � HYPERLINK "http://dre.pt/pdf1s/2006/08/15200/56705689.pdf" �http://dre.pt/pdf1s/2006/08/15200/56705689.pdf�.


� Electoral Law for the Parliament - Law 14/79 of 16 May, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lear_2012.pdf" �http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lear_2012.pdf�; Electoral Law for the President of the Republic, Decree-Law 319-A/76, of 3 May, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lepr_2012.pdf" �http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lepr_2012.pdf�, and Electoral Law for the Municipalities, Organic Law 1/2001, of 14 August, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf" �http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf�.


� Accessibility Recommendation of the National Elections Commission (CNE), � HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/content/1/758/locais-de-voto-inacessiveis-pessoas-com-mobilidade-condicionada-comunicado-da-cne" �http://www.inr.pt/content/1/758/locais-de-voto-inacessiveis-pessoas-com-mobilidade-condicionada-comunicado-da-cne�.


� Electoral Law for the Parliament - Law 14/79 of 16 May, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lear_2012.pdf" �http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lear_2012.pdf�; Electoral Law for the President of the Republic, Decree-Law 319-A/76, of 3 May, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lepr_2012.pdf" �http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lepr_2012.pdf�, and Electoral Law for the Municipalities, Organic Law 1/2001, of 14 August, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf" �http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf�.


� Electoral Law for the Parliament - Law 14/79 of 16 May, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lear_2012.pdf" �http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lear_2012.pdf�; 


Electoral Law for the President of the Republic, Decree-Law 319-A/76, of 3 May, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lepr_2012.pdf" �http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lepr_2012.pdf�, 


and Electoral Law for the Municipalities, Organic Law 1/2001, of 14 August, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf" �http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf�.


� Letter of the Association of Persons with Disabilities to the National Disability Institute, � HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/content/1/758/locais-de-voto-inacessiveis-pessoas-com-mobilidade-condicionada-comunicado-da-cne" �http://www.inr.pt/content/1/758/locais-de-voto-inacessiveis-pessoas-com-mobilidade-condicionada-comunicado-da-cne�.


� Communication of the CNE regarding accessibility to polling stations, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/content/1/758/locais-de-voto-inacessiveis-pessoas-com-mobilidade-condicionada-comunicado-da-cne" �http://www.inr.pt/content/1/758/locais-de-voto-inacessiveis-pessoas-com-mobilidade-condicionada-comunicado-da-cne�.


� Blog Minuto Acessível by Fernando Cardoso, � HYPERLINK "http://minutoacessivel.blogspot.pt/2013/09/hoje-fiquei-impedido-de-votar.html" �http://minutoacessivel.blogspot.pt/2013/09/hoje-fiquei-impedido-de-votar.html�.


� Synthesis Report of the Municipal Elections, September 2013, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/cne_relatorio_al2013_28e29-setembro.pdf" �http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/cne_relatorio_al2013_28e29-setembro.pdf�.


� Anti Discrimination Law, Law 46/2006 , available at � HYPERLINK "http://dre.pt/pdf1s/2006/08/16500/62106213.pdf" �http://dre.pt/pdf1s/2006/08/16500/62106213.pdf� and Accessibility Law, Decree-Law 163/2006, of 8 August, available at � HYPERLINK "http://dre.pt/pdf1s/2006/08/15200/56705689.pdf" �http://dre.pt/pdf1s/2006/08/15200/56705689.pdf�.


� The accessibility requirements to broadcasters in place in Portugal were established in 2003, through a self-regulation agreement signed by the three general TV channels, and are as follows: 


A minimum of 2,5 hours/week of sign language in informational, educational, cultural, recreational and/or religious shows, broadcast between 8am and 12am; 


A minimum of 5 hours/week of teletext on fiction and documentaries. 


In this agreement, there is no specific requirement related to making accessible election communications and debates.


� Law 27/2007 of 30 July (Television Law) amended by Law 8/2011 of 11 April, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.gmcs.pt/ficheiros/pt/lei-n-82011-de-11-de-abril.pdf" �http://www.gmcs.pt/ficheiros/pt/lei-n-82011-de-11-de-abril.pdf�.


� Olsen, Morten Goodwin; Susar, Deniz; Nietzio, Annika; Snaprud, Mikael; Jensen, Christian Søndergaard. 2011. Global Web Accessibility Analysis of National Government Portals and Ministry Web Sites. Journal of Information Technology & Politics. Vol. 8, No. 1, 2011, 41-67. 
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