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 Council Declaration referenced by EU leaders, with symbolic signature by ministers from 
Member States. 

 Over 400 attendees, representing vast array of stakeholders of the European Year 2010. 
 Presentation of a wide selection of grass-root projects from 29 countries. 
 The Closing Conference highlights the legacy of the EY 2010, including 700+ initiatives 

supported in participating countries, and over 180 nominated national European year 
ambassadors 

 European Year 2010 Journalist Award ceremony, awarding prizes in online/written press and 
audio visual categories. 

 

Brussels, 17th December – On the occasion of the Closing Conference of the European Year 

2010, European leaders and stakeholders form around the European Union and beyond will 

gather to re-affirm their commitment in persevering with the fight against poverty and social 

exclusion. A Declaration of the Council will be counter-signed by high-level leaders and 

ministers which sets out the motivation of the European Union to live up to its fundamental 

values of dignity, equality and solidarity in creating an equal society for all. 

 

The European Year 2010 Closing Conference will provide a pan-European forum to highlight some of the many 
achievements of the campaign, and encourage take up of transferable solutions. Commissioner for 
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion László Andor, along with Secretary of State for Integration and 
Combating Poverty Philippe Courard from the Belgian Presidency of the EU, will share their views on the 
results of the European Year campaign with the audience in a panel discussion. 
 
The Closing Conference comes in the wake of the launch of 'The European Platform against Poverty and Social 
Exclusion' which sets out ways to help Member States move up a gear in fighting social exclusion. Countries 
now have to set their own ambitious national targets on tackling poverty, reporting annually on their progress. 
The European Commission is committed to supporting these efforts, by mobilising policies such as social 
protection, employment and education, as well as with the provision of EU funding. It will also promote new 
partnerships and ways of combating poverty through social innovation, testing new policy solutions. 
 
At the Closing Conference the ‘Declaration on the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social 
Exclusion: Working together to fight poverty in 2010 and beyond’ will stand in the forefront as a joint 
commitment to fight poverty and social exclusion for the next decade. In this declaration, three areas of action 
are highlighted: the EU's active inclusion strategy, and the need to implement it further, a particular attention to 
vulnerable groups and extreme poverty, and the fight against child poverty, which is one of the top priorities for 
the EU. In addition, it underlines the need for economic, employment and social policies to reinforce each other 
and be complementary. 
 
 High level policy-makers including José Manuel Barroso (President of the European Commission) and Yves 
Leterme (Prime Minister of Belgium) will participate in the symbolic signing of this Declaration at the Closing 
Conference, with Ministers and Secretaries of State from Member States. The wide array of political leaders 
who will sign this Declaration underlines that poverty and social exclusion are multidimensional and 



 

 

 

 

multifaceted, and that while Europe deals with the economic and financial shocks of the last number of years, 
Europeans will not sacrifice the fight against poverty in the pursuit of recovery. 

 Throughout the Closing Conference, participants from grass-root organisations will mix with policy experts in 
discussing topics such as the more-than 700 projects co-funded by the European Commission and Member 
States, which involve hundreds of multi-level stakeholders in most of the 29 participating countries. These 
projects will be showcased at the Conference, and especially during the Project Path, where innovative and 
diverse projects will be presented to visitors. 

 

 
The success of the European Year 2010 in raising awareness is brought to the fore with the ceremony of the 
Journalist Award, where the recipients of the European prizes will be announced. Commissioner for 
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion László Andor and European Year Ambassador 2010 Dr. 
Lesley-Anne Knight will present the awards. 
 
With over 1,000 print/online articles and audio-visual reports entered in the national competitions, whose 
winners were then moved on to compete at a European level, the European Year 2010 Journalist Award 
demonstrates how the topics of poverty and social exclusion are being increasingly featured in the top level of 
media all over Europe, in thoughtful and compelling ways. 

 

To read in full the ‘Declaration on the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion: 
Working together to fight poverty in 2010 and beyond’: 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/118250.pdf 
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Background: the need for combating poverty and social exclusion 
 
Each year, the European Union selects a theme of general interest aimed at raising public awareness and 
drawing national governments' attention to the related issues. Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion was 
chosen as the focus of the 2010 European Year to mark the 10-year Anniversary of the Lisbon Strategy when 
Heads of State and Government committed to taking steps to make a decisive impact on eradication of poverty. 
 
The social protection systems in the European Union are amongst the most highly-developed in the world and 
yet too many Europeans still live in poverty. The many forms this takes are complex, but figures speak for 
themselves: 

 More than 81 million people live below the poverty line (set at 60% of their country's median income). 
This figure represents 17% of Europe's population. 

 One European in ten lives in a household where nobody works. 
 For 8% of Europeans, having a job is not enough to avoid poverty. 
 Some 19 million children live under the threat of poverty and are disproportionately affected. 

 
Objectives of the European Year: 
 

 To recognise the fundamental right of people affected by poverty and social exclusion and to allow 
them to live in dignity and to take an active part in society; 

 To promote public support for social inclusion policies and foster commitment by all public and private 
actors; 

 To promote a more cohesive society, where it is recognised that society as a whole benefits from 
combating poverty; 

 To renew the pledge of the EU and its Member States to combat poverty and social exclusion, and to 
involve all stakeholders in the pursuit of that aim. 

 
Actions: 
 
Throughout 2010, several hundred activities were organised, including awareness campaigns, innovative 
actions, creative solidarity schemes, discussions, conferences, and competitions, which highlight achievements 
and promote stories related to poverty and social exclusion. In addition, partnerships have been concluded with 
major event organisers in Europe, such as the Edinburgh International Festival, the Frankfurt Book Fair and the 
Perugia International Journalism Festival, to highlight just a few. 
 
These European events involve a wide range of actors, including civil society organisations and those 
defending the interests of persons living in poverty, as well as social partners, and local and regional 
authorities. 
 
At national level, programmes have been developed for adapting the policy guidelines defined at European 
level to the issues and specific characteristics of each country and carried out locally. These national 
programmes are published on the EY2010 website.  
 
For further information please visit www.2010againstpoverty.eu 
 

 

http://www.2010againstpoverty.eu/

